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SIR, 
\ 0:4 Equity and Intereſt do-give 


you a peculiar claim to thw off- 
ſpring of my weak Labours, it 
erng born in your Houſe, and 

Þ &rawing its firſt breath in your famous 
| City. "Twas with you I had the occaſion, 
and from your Self the prattical encou- 
ragement i0 treat on this Subjet#; while 
under your roof I enjoyed for divers weeks 
the advantage of your converſe, and 
bebeld in your expreſſions ami conver- 
ſation a. fair. dilplay of this Heavenly 
Trade. Thu cheriſhed my ' hopes that: a 
diſcourſe. of. this nature might find or help 
to make. mare ſuch Ws in Jour Ang, 
L160 2 an 
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bud Merchavdosing City : A phave Camcng 
its many Ornaments). made ha <p ge 
Goſpel © enoyments ,-- und the. 
Truth and Peace. 'Tis Religion is "- 
honour and . proſperity of a Pevple , It 
lays their foundation with A ates , and 
makes their. borders, of pleaſant Nones, 
Iſa. 5 Ts the the Crown of Totonton' 
BN Erich his Mother crowned him in 
the day of his efpouſals, and;in the day 
of the gladneſs of his heart, Cant. 4. 1c. 
This gives them Peace within their walls, 
and. Proſperity within their Palaces , 
Pſal. 122.7. It brings dows a bleſſing on 
hs Basket and Stores, fills their Cham- 
bers with all precious and pleaſant riches, 
Prov. 24. 4. Anddecay in this Heaven! 
Trade, is doubtleſs one reaſon of be 
waſts in mens earthly Trades : There ts 
go-ſach way for men to thrive in their 
own. intereſts, 'as to be faithfulto Gods 
intereſt; As "twas ſaid of Caſar, that 
by» ſerring up Pompey's Image, he eſta- 
bliſhed his own, ' whereas 2 decay of God: 
tineſs brings 'a Moth on barks earthly 
Trades allo: Hol. 5.11, 12, Ephraim is 
oppreſſed and broken in judgment, be- 
cauſe he willingly walked after. the Com- 
mandment , therefore will I -be -unto 
Fphraim 


The Epiſtle Dedicarory: . 
Ephraim'.a Moth, and: to the hoyiſe of 
Judah as rottenneſs. Gregory gives tb 
reaſon why Dives was tormented z3n bjs 
Tongue, becauſe he talk'd much of Rett- 
gicn,. but. prattiſed little , Verba legis in 
ore tenuit quz opere -ſeryare Contempſir; 
We lrve in an age .of. much talking of 
God, but of litile walkzng with God; 
Mens tongues are' tipt with Heaven, 
but their hearts and feet ſunk into the 
World, aud are jull of Pride , Vanity, 
and Deceit.. What was ſaid of Diogenes 
Synopenſis, . That in Opinion: he was a 
Stoick, -but in Converſation an Epicure; 
may be ſadly refletted on many Profeſſors 
in this Age, who eſpauſe ſtrifs Frmc- 
ples, but lead looſe Lives, and only Treat" 
for Heaven, but Trade for Earth, But 
$:r, 'You have not fo learned Chriſt; or - 
received this Spirit which is of the world; 
but that which is of God, 1 Cor; 2;12. 
Tour devotedneſs to. the Lord "making 
your earthly Intereſts ſubſervient "to 
things above, with'your Leal, Courage, + 
and Fn in the way of God, and 

natural care for the things of his Glory, 
do beſpeak 'you to be a. Trader of . another 
Countrey ,. whoſe work" and wages are 

above 5 And certaiuly whatever. 'wmeu 
TH. A 3 [4 hink; 
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think, a walking" with God in his ap- 
poiniments, and a tonſcrentions care tt 
everything to pleaſe him, will one day 
appear to be the greateſt mierefF even 
rm their eyes who now aripiſe it ; neiy, 
ther is there at preſent any thing im the 
ways of God which Souls have cauſe to 
be aſhamed of , however cloathed 'with 
Calumny and Scorn by men ; nor can they 
whowalk in them in Truth, be deprived 
of any real interest'by the utmo ſeoed/ 
rztyof thoſe that would run them down, 
"And' were there no other Argument to 
perſeyade men to the choice and perſuit 
of Godlineſs , this were ſuffictent, even 
that relief  gracieus Souls find from a 
weflexion: on their . Uprightneſs, to bear 
them up under their \greateſt ſufferings ; 
-yea, 'that ſerenity, peace, and ſweet ac- 
qiftgſcence of Spirit which ſmmcerity 
affords them under the moſt dreadful 
iſſues: which divine pleaſure - may allot 
'them here. Tt muſt needs ſet Religion 
above all other Intereſts ( its Enemies 
themſelves being” Judges, if they would 
_ be rational.) that the worſt | things of 
Helineſs, even then when Behevers are 
under the ſaddeft Circumſtances, are 
choſen” and preferred by them above the 


beſt 
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bel things bf the world ; yea, they aye 
thought 4. good bargain when, vcd fed 
Hh their greateſt. Sufferings.-. Surely 
humonr <1ll not eygaxe: ſuch whoikpow, 
the uſefulneſs. of earthly Comforts ;- and 
bate leaſt reaſon. ta $8+*prodizal. of Them; 
to expoſe ihemſelves-,, and their deareſt 
 rencerns' tn. the world. unto rumme ; but 
for what, they are. perſwaded, is far 
better. Hebr,1o. 34. Nor can. it be thought 
obſtinacy or bypocraſee in thoſe who know 
ther own hearts, and the terrors of the, 
Lord, to perſiſt tn thoſe ways that would 
coſt them their earthly All, and Liy thent 
open to drvine wrath too, ſhould they be 
falſe and diſobedient.. Certainly, did not 
prejudice and paſſion blind mens eyes;the, 
calm excerciſe of their own light would 
reſtraiy them from ſuch an uncharitable 
cenſure of thoſe that deſire to fear Ggd, 
though they walk mm ſome ways diffezent 
from their underſtanding , while they 
labour to approve their integrity tu God 
and men, and are found faithful to that 
meaſure of light they haut recerved. But 
poſſibly this Piece may not fall into ſuch 
hands, or be permitted long under their 
eye :. My hopes, at leaſt my deſires are; 
that it may proſper with thoſe who pro- 


+ fels 


lb 


& The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
| Jeſs better things'; And if it ſhall pleaſe 
Zh Ind (who ſometimes uſes clay and 
ſpate, and Goats hair, and counts the 
things "that are not-as if they were ) 
fo make this of any ſervice to your Self 
g and. Family, and unto" thoſe who you} 
| his Name in. your City,. for whom I have 
fo high reſpett mm the Lord, it will abun- 
dantly compenſate the labour, and an- 
ſwver the deſign of him who is and de- 


ſires to approve himſelf 


8 IK; 
Your Servant in 


Chriſt Jeſus 


 - #Barthol. Afbmood. 
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''T.O THE- 


READURS 


ESPECIALLY” 


Thoſe who are the more 
 pecuhar Objects of my 


Care, Love ahd Labours. 


Orwithſtanding the: high Prbz” | 44 
1\ {| renſions:to Light and Wiſdom: 


in 'the- Times we live in be-. 


. ** Yyond ſome former Ages, there. 
is no {mall meaſure of Soul darkneſs lallect: 
upon us in this Evening-parr'of ours; 

day, Iſa.42.19,20. Who # blind bat my for 
vant? or deaf- as wy meſſenger that Þ 
ſex ? who 7s blind us be that is Þr jebt,\ 
and: blind' as the Lords ſervant 7 ſeeing 
many things but thou'obſerveſt tot - opens: 


The Epritle to the Readers. 
ing the ear, but he heareth' not, Were 
wot a Veil on mens minds, - could it poſſi. 
bly be-that CHRIST. ſhould be fo 
lietle precious-in- this Day:-of revelation 
and Fond of viſions in which we live ? 
Was there ever a Nation in the World 
to whom Chriſt hath been ſo unveiled and 
manifeſtly held forth Grucified before their 
7es/? ang yet not to! know-the Day of 
their viſitation and the things of their 
peace, be-ſpeaks ſhameful Ignorance. Is 
not this a manifeſt Evidence of mens 
Darkneſs and folly , to: be fondly taken 
with Airy Notions and vain Speculati- 
ons,: and all the while negle& thari W:(- 
dome which maketh wiſe to ſalvation, to 
leave the Fire of the Santftuary, and fit 
down by Sparks of their own kindling : 
Thar having a [Kingdom ' before them - 
which camot be ſhaken, and an Tnheri- 
tance that fadeth not away reſerved in 
the heavens ; they ſhould turn again to 
the beggarly Elements: of: this world, 
loathing their Manna and Angels food, 
and longing again. for the Onyons and 
Garlick they had'vomited up; to leave 
tried Gold tor that which peri/beth ; to 
let Heaven drop'out of their hands , and 
hugg the World in their hearts ; to neg- 
Ly led 


The Epiſtle to the Readeas. 
le& that Merchandiſe which brings in 
unſearchable riches, and: drive a Trade 
for. ſuch Goods whoſe fa/b:0u paſſeth- a- 
way - Do plainly argue. Ignorance and 
tolly.Are not the //ver Streams of Jordan 
berrer than the muddy waters of Afſyria, 
and our Rock above the worldlings. Sandy 
bottoms (they themſelves being Judges 2.) 
and yet to loſe thoſe pleaſant . ſtreams for 
that filthy puddle , is folly indeed. -Will 
Eagles ſtoop to Flies ? Can Souls. who 
have aſcended into the /:ght of the Lord, 
and ſeen the 7/hngs that d:ffer, and had 
acquaintance with things above upon 
choice, come down again and prey. upon 
the Carrion Comtorts and Iatereſts of a 
dying World? O no. Can a Maid | forger 
her Ornaments, or a Bride her Attire 2 
Oh. foolz/h people and unwiſe ro be'un- 
mindful ot the Rock that begat them, to 
leave the Snow of Lebanon, to let down 
ſuch a gainful Trade as Holineſs is, that 
they may purſue. a- Soul-cheating, ſtar- 
ving, damnirg World: demonſtrates fo/l- 
ty and madneſs in ſuch as have the know- 
ledge or hopes of better things - are ye 
ſo fooliſh having 4egun :n the ſpzrit ;. ate 
.ye now made ferfeft by the fleſhi Gal.3:3. 


To obviate or retrieve this folly is the 


deſign. 
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defign of this enſuing Diſcourſe, which 
comes not in the gawdy Dreſs of curious 
Arr, or in the Excellency of mans wiſdom, 
bur 1 the plainneſs and demonitration of 
the truth as it is in Jeſus. T am norig. 
norant that Books have their Faſhions as 
well as men, and Diſcourſes that come nor 
forth in-the Modiſh Garb laced with 
Elegancy and ſtuffed with Lofty ſtrains, 
ſcarce mect with a Look except of Scorn 
and Contempt from the Wirs of this Day : 
Bur I love not to follow them who 4ay- 
kezs counſet by words, and by their ſub- 
lime Speculations and abſlruſe Notions, 
kead men into Clouds of their own crea- 
ting, and while they ſhew Themſclves 
loſe their Readers. © There are ma- 
wy tricks and devices ( faith Mr. Dod") 
* that ſore men uſe in Preaching, ( which 
* we may apply alſo to Writing) #u# it 
* ſeldom does good; the pure Goſpel and 
* chat Preaching which the World counts 
* fooliſhneſs, is that which works mo## 
*.tjindly. Chriſt's own Weapons are the 
fitteſt for his own ſervice, Ky when there 
i$ leaſt-of man in Gods work, then uſually 
does there moſt of God appear. The bu-. 
ſineſs of this Book is not to feed thy Ci- 
Yioſity, but to find out thy Conſcrence, em 
be | = 
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the likelieſt way to. That is through rhe 
plains of Intelligible ruth, I cannot 
expect that Diſcourſe ſhould- lead others 
towards Heaven , that has not its ſelf 
drained ..and refined from Earth : Ex- 
pect not in this any thing that may 
pleaſe thy carnal mind, but what may 
profit thy teachable and obedient Soul ; 
and before thou aſcendeſt the Throne to 
judge it, take the Balance of the Sanctu- 
ary and weigh it : Be adviſed to go be- 
yond ſuch Readers who onely view the 
Title, read the Epiſtle, glance a little on 
the Book, and if they find not ſomething 
ſingular and pleaſing their curious Fancy, 
lay it aſide ; this ſhews a full Stomach 
but an empty Soul, and is a Practice that 
overrurns the Writers pains and the Rea- 
ders profit ; be perſwaded to read-,it 
throughly-and impartially, and weigh. ir 
{crioully, and thou mayeR find fomerhing 
that concerns either thy Underſtanding, 

AfﬀeCtion, Conſcience , or Converſation, 
I have choſen to proſecute the Meta- 
phor of ( Trading ) throughout this Dif- 
courſe, having a principal reſpe& to that 
ſort of perſons in the deiign of this 
Book, and the better to infinuate into 
the mind of ordinary Chriſtians the xd 
| : edge 
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e of heavenly things, of mens di- 
ties, megtefts andjbackſtding. It thou art 
one who-never madeſt a proteſſion of God 
farther than blindneſs, formality or ſuper- 
ſirion might» Tad rhee ; "and a flratger 
ro- this great plealanr and gainful Trade 
of-Godlineſs \, here rhou'mayeſt find Ar- 
guments to perſwade thee to'this rational 
#nd - neceſiary Undertaking in order to 
Life and Salvation, Grace 'atid Glory, 
with Counſel- and Inſtructions how' thou 
mayelt attain to this high and heavenly 
Galliny:: on HG wory 
If rhou be: one who driveſt furiouſly 
after the :World, purſuing' thy eatthly 
Intereſt with preedineſs, 'negleQting the 
things that concern thy" peace”, and ſub- 
KkEing the Concerns of Heaven and 'thy 
immmorral Soul .to the poor and periſh- 
ing Trifles of this World ; here thou wilt 
find reaſons ro convince thee of thar folly, 
and helps ro looſen thy heart from that 
cnſaring Soul-ruining bondage, . 
. If rhou meereſt with Rebukes upon thy 
earthly Intereſts, and croſſes on thy At- 
fafrs and undertakings in the World, this 
Book will help thee to find out the Cauſe 
of thy Diſappointments , and thoſe con- 
ſuming Moths on thy Eſtate , and Tn: 
SEOK od, | ſtruct 


The. Epiſtle to the Readevs. 
Aru thee to get Honey. our 'of theſe 
Rods, good from theſe evils, and how to 
Comport with 7D:Ttine ends , and thy 
own Advantages by ſuch Diſpenſations.” 
Halt thou made: a Profegilio”of Godli- 
neſs, and formerly driven this Heavenly 
Trade to Advantage , but art now fallen 
back.and decay'd in thy Spiritual ſub- 
ftance,, and become poor in thy Inward 
man and towards God ? here mayeſt thou 
find the. Diſcoverzes and Evidences of a 
back-ſliding. Saud, with the Cons of ir: 
thou wilt allymeet with Awakening Con- 
ſiderations rw Aﬀet and Afﬀlict thy heart 
with the ſenſe-of thy evil Caſe : Here al- 
{6 mayeſt thou know whether thy De- 
cays are cureable , and what courſe thou 
; wg rake to get out of thy Jangurhbing 
fjE Gate. 
-. Art thou. one that doeſt profeſs this 
Heawenly Trade 7 this Piece will tell thee 
what thy work is, and wherein this Im- 
ployment lies; what are the Important 
duties of Pzety to be driven on every 
Day , with Direftions and Rules a- 
ny Ry ho keepeſt thi 
ou art one who $ 
Trade for Heaven and thrigeſt- chervia, 
here haſt thou marks of a Proſperons 
Trade in Godhmeſs, and ſeveral p39) 
| carc 
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dearcd up about thy Soulthbrivings with-.. 


thoſe Important Duties opened which 
this Pecu/;ar Mercy calls for : Gather 
out of this Garden what Phy/ich or Food 
thou necdefl.and Apply: and Improye 
it,, praying; far the Aſſittance of that Spi- 
rif that hath been frequently and ſolemnly 


are for the Forming and -Blelling 
_ "of this 


Diſcourſe wo allthar cead it. 
You who have: been : Hearers .of this 
Subje&.,- though: in ſomewhar. different 
Expreſſions ſuited to your Capacityand 


Advantagt: .inv.the- Delivery: of. it, have - 


reaſon- above: ' athers to. Regegive and” Im- 
prove this: Meſſiige Twice ſenh'unto you. 
'Bur you Eſpecially my dearFriends, the 


Care of whoſe Souk.is upon'me, for whoſe | 


ſakeehiefly theſe Truths were at firlt Des 
hvered , and arc now made Publick.have 
the: maſt: obliging: reaſons» to ger ' them 
Copied: our: upon your: Hearts and -in 
yaur Lives: -: To:you Firſtly, more Efpe- 
cially, yea, maſt. Afﬀectionately was and is 
this Word of  ſafuation fer and preſented 
again to your:View, . that you might have 
theſe things abiding with you , and thax 
they might live in your Aye: which have 
ſounded in:your : Ear, and: be\ſpeaking ro 
you when.I ſhall-be . removed out of your 
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| f7t , and be beyond all Capacity to ſerve 
your precious and immortal Souls,that when 
1 can plead no more for God or with you, 
I may 1n this be ſpeaking to you and others 
in the behalf of Chriſt, and g/or;0us though 
deſpiſed Holineſs. This has been the prevai!- 
ing Argument with me to diſcover my 
weakneſs to the World, and expoſe my ſelf 
to the cenſure or ſcorn of ſome. 

_ -T havethe greateſt reafon ro cxpet from 
you the Entertatnment of theſe Truths, who 
ye choſen - and- rererved ' mein the Lord, 
"to declare the Goſpel of 'bs Sem to your You 
alſo have known my Zabours, Iufirmities 
and AfiitFions with you 'and'for yout fake ; 
that for Twenty years ſpate 1 have ſerved 
you in the Goſpel, in reproath, wants, wenk- 
neſſes; dangers and offerings, neither count 
I my life dear unto my" ſe, ſothar'l may f- 
n/b my courſe with joy, and the Mniftery 
which I have »ecezved of the Lord Feſws, to 
teftifie the Goſpel of the grace of God':- yea, 
being ſo affeiF:onately deſirors of you, T have 
been willing to have zzparted to you nor/the 
Goſpel of God onely, bur alfo my own Soul. 
Becauſe you were dear unto me, you know 
and have acknowledged the ſuitableneſs of 
this SubjedF unto yout- own Caſe s,and how e- 
videnity the condition of moſt 'of you is open- 
ed here and ſuzted,by the conviftions,counſels, 
repre- 
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reprehenſions,& conſolations of this d: (courſe; 
there are ſome among you that 1 am jealous 
of with a godly jealouſte, leſt I ſhould have 
Liboured in vain for you, and your minds be 
corrupted fame the ſimplicity of the Goſpel 
through the temptations of thu preſent world: 
I have often cr:ed aloud in your ears aains 
the /an, and have warned you of the danger 
of an earthly ſpirit and converſation , and 
do tell you now even weepzng, - that ſuch are 
enemies to the Croſs. of Chriſt, who mind 
earthly things, until you are crucrfied to the 
world, you have 'no ſaving benefit of the 
croſs of Chriſt, or can ever behold the face of 
God m heaven, until you are redgemed from 
the earth ; all your Profeſſion, Parts, Du- 
ties and Enjoyments will be but ſo many 
Witneſſes againſt you , if after all you are 
lovers of this preſent World :,-Coveting to 
be rich will alſo make your Souls poor, and 
deprive you of the refreſhments of his pre- 
ſence and conſolations of his bleſſed ſpirit, 
and will be a 1anfei? evidence that you 
have little of thoſe pleaſures that are from 

above. "Twas ſaid of pious Mr. Bazn, That 

he ſought not great matters in the World 
being taken up with comforts and griefs to 
' which the World was a ſtranger. The. more 

a Soul converſes in heaven and lives upon 
the firſt fruits of the other world, the 6 
| wi 


. houſe, and have found a day in 
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-will he be taken w2rh things below + wheri 


Abraham came to live by faith, and in a 
view of that C:ty whoſe Mater and Buil- 
der is God,the Plarns of Sodom and Spozrls 
of Canaan were to him bur mean things; 
I never cared much for the world ( faith 
one) /mmce I came to know better things. 
You haye taſted that the Lord & gracious; 
you have fed on the fat _ of his 
is Courts 
better than a thouſand elſewhere; and 
mult be ſelf-condermned if you prefer not 
God above Ten thouſand Worlds ,: and 
count the enjoyment of himſelf riches 
enough; yea, it you eſteem not the xe- 
proach of Chriſt greater riches than the 
treaſures of Egypt. *T'was a brave ſpeech 
of- that noble Galeatizes when he had left 
his Honour , Intereſt and Relations for 
Chriſt and the Goſpel ſake : 1 have ſa:th 
he, riches honour and jay enough while in 
this Cottage T may live im the Church of 
God,enjoy his Word and Feople, and have 
time to converſe with God! by holy med.s= 
ratzon, and:nh my Friends about Gods 
great goodneſs to me 1m my Conver ſton, cur - 
ſed for ever be that Religion which weds 
men to the World, and divoxtes thent 
from God, "CLBCE> wy 
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There are others of you ( I fear) fallen 

back in your [piritual ſtate ; former days 
were better ' than now , and the ſhadow 
gone back ſome degrees upon the Dial of 
your hearts, who it may be have left 
your firſt love, have loft your ſpiritual 
taſte, more dead to the things of God, 
Cold and Formal in Duty; potlibly you ' 
have hid your face from God,and he hath 
compaſſed himſelf with acloud before you. 
You have negle&ed your” walks with 
God, and he hath with-held converſe with 
you : For the recovery of ſuch from 
whence they have fallen ro their firſt 
love and labours, is part of this Diſcourſe 
framcd ; hear what the Spirit ſaith there- 
in, Attend and Obey thoſe Counſels, re- 
turn to your firſt love, and do your frſi 
<orks , leaſt rhe Lord take .the Candle- 
ſtick out of his place, and leave you in 
that wilderneſs into which you wander. 

Some of you who are fearers of God 
yet walk zn darkneſs, and ſee no light/ 


have your continual Exerciſes and fre- 


quent Complaints , that he who ſhould 
have comforted your ſouls, is removed far 
from you: My Advice to you is, to Walk 
zn the light when you /it zn darkneſs, and 
wait for the /ight when the even ſhadows 

| are 
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are upon you. "Tis but a little while and 
he that ſhall come will come, and with not 
tarry ; the Son of 1ighteouſneſs.is upon bis 
journey towards you, and "twill \not - be 
long ere it be 7;ſex upon you. , 
Are there any of you who have &ettey 
days, does your Bow abide in ſixengbh, 
are your Aﬀeftions warm towards your 
Beloved, and your hearts ſometimes birn 
within-you while he is talt;ng ro. you 
in his Word? Do you long for his Ap- 
pearance , and delight in his Preſence, 
and preſs hard after him in his Appoznt- 
ments, !' Do you love the Word of his 
mouth more than your meceſſary food? 
Can you be content to let your own 
things fir, that you may ſeek the things 
that are Chriſt's? and /it at his feet, when 
others are in the market-place,and abroad 
in the croud ot their earibly affairs ; Are 
you alone with Chr:ſt in a corner? If ſo, 
your Mercy is /mgular, and your O41:74- 
tzons ſtrong to be entirely the Lords; to 
b2 no more your own, but holly dewotect 
to his fear, to live a of of praiſe and we!- 
pleaſingneſs uno God, to think well of 
Chriſt, and bear his pleaſure; ro be p4- 
tient in tribulation, continuing inſtant in 
prayer, to long for the Well-head of your 
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mercies, and to be beginning a 7efe of glo: 
ry While you are here in a fe of grace. 
I ſhall cloſe up h:zs Dzſcourſe with a few 
words of general Advice to you all. 

Firſt, lay the foardation fure on which 
you build all your Temporary labours and 
your Eternal hopes : You cannot be tos 
certain, in that on which depends your 
all. Conſider how often &2tan hath 4at- 
tered down ; yea, your own hearts have 
diſputed away thofe Ewuidences on which 
you could ſometimes have: adventured 
your Souls, and yer the ſtrongeſt Afſaults 
'are to come, and the greateſt Forces of 
Hell reſerved for the lift Battel. Botrom 
not your hopes on ' any thing ſhort of a 
Cruczfied Chriſt, not on your Frames , bur 
on his Favour ; not upon your Dutzes, 
but his R:ghteouſneſs; nor upon any kind- 
neſles received from him ſhort of a ſavng 
#1700 with him ; relt nor till your Con- 
wittions be clear, deep and diſtreſſing ſuch 
as 4ſcover fin to be the greateſt evil in 
its zature and fruzts, and its reſedence and 
indwelling in you, a #urden intolerable ; 
ſuch Corv:tfons as will not admit of af 
ter favour pr reconciliation tothe leaſt 
known or molt betoved fin; that can 
make your heart to bleed atreſh upon eve- 

TY 
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new tozch of it, and never at reſt till 
the whole kind of it, be defiroyed out of” 
your Souls : Labour to ſee ſuch a Beauty 
in. Chyz(t, as may render all Created Glo- 
ry as drofs and, ding in your Eye ; ſtop.nor 
till you come to the Fowlr Mi of the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt as your Lord ; 
till you can d:ſcern ſuch a worth in the 
Perſon as well as Purchaſe of Chriſt, as 
will make you content to throw all over 
board, to take in him, and be. /ick of love 
till you enjoy him - be ſure your cloſe 
with Chrzſt be right with his whole Per- 
fon, Will and Deſions, to. be ove with him 
upon all his ow terms. And that this unz- 
0x be not in Judgment and Conſent onely, 
bur in Heart and H7l{ from vour whole 
Souls, finding an inward likeneſs and love 
to him in. your renewed N47ure. 

2]y, Go og towards perfet7;0n, preſs 
after nearer and more compleat Confor- 
mity tro the Nature and W:1l of Chrift 
every day : Think hew ſhort your h:gh- 
eſt meaſures do come of perfet? bolineſ? FL 
the fight of God; ſet the Vattern before 
you every day, that you may be the more 
aſhamed ar your preſent attaznments in 
Grace,and more provoked to h1zher Aims 
and Atchievements ; compare your ielves 
B 4 with 
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with themthar are aboye you ,. with th*; 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, and with all your 
Obligations, Trme, Means and Merctes, 
to keep you bumble in your Own. eyes:; 
look upon your Wants as well as En 
Joyments, that you may be as poor in ſpi- 
rit as in condition ; that which is want- 
ing in you cani.ot be numbred - Who am T 
and what is my people that we ſhould be 
able to offer ſo willingly after this ſort? 
1 Chron. 19. 14, Keep low thoughts: in 
your [efves under the-greateſt ſervices you 
do for God, and the h:ghes? honour you re- 
cexve fromGod. Alas (ſaid the Lord 'Du- 
Pleſſis to one that commended him for rhe 
1mprovegt of his Talent ) What zs there 
of mine in that Work t.ſay not that it was 
T, but God in me. I know more (ſaith an- 
other) by. my ſelf to abaſe me, than any 
man could know taextol me, So much hu- 
mility a man hath, ſo much grace he hath 
and worth and no more - Dr. Har. 

;zly,-Keep up a fe of faith upon Chriſt 
in = oreieder : A s 1 | poly crew 
of a Chriſtian zs &y fazth, ſo his whole /:fe 
is maintained &y 4elzewving ; no longer 
than you believe can you hve : Gal.2. 20. 
Tour life is hid with Chriit in God, Draw 
irc Infizence thence by faith upon Jour 
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Hopes, Comforts and Graces under every 
wa, fears and deaths within you ; make - 
not your graces or duties the grounds. of 
believing, but encouragements to Faith; = 
ſtudy more the nature, freeveſs; fulneſs 
and #1changeableneſs ol redempiion grace, 
and '' get acquaintance with the - #romzſe 
and cofibens of the: truth of them in 
Chriſt : To live onely by faith (faith Dr: 
Harris) and a bare Promiſe without 'a 
pawn, and togive all to free grace and to 
Chritt alone,art mighty works ; and ſome 
of thoſe things:he-fgund moſt difficult, + 
4ly, Walk in Love. as Chriſt hath lor 
ved you + This is the /ife of Heaven, and 
beginning of that Excellent \ which 
ſhall never be removed ; there 1s nothing 
does make thee more like to God; more 
near and dear to him, and more fit for 
his uſe than this Grare of Love 7; Let your 
Afﬀections be extended as large'as the 04- 
JetFs of them ; unto God, his Word, Ways 
and People; laye God to obey tim ; his 
Ways to walk in them, his Feople to de 
lrght in them, to ([ympathize with them; 
t0:270477 'Over them in their ſufferings, 
ro be/prthem in their eceſſittes, ro rejoyce 
with them in their cozſo/ations , counting 
thejr mercies your Own, which is no caſic 
| | part 
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part of your duty. 17 7s far harder (faith 


one) to adopt anothers Comforts than his 


Sorrows, and to hold ones felf exalted 4n 


anothers exall ation. | | 


Fly, In the enjoyment of the World,ger 
aboye it, and while you /zve 2z# zt, be dai- 
ly. dyzng to it; ſo much as you get above 
the World, ſo wear are you to God and 
Glory, and no zearer. Covet not anorhers 
Goods, the World is none'ot your Portz- 
on, if God be your pars. Oh how much 
beneath the Extrattion, Dignity and Du- 
ty of Saints is the love to, and lite up- 
on this.low and dirty World : leave not 
Childrens bread to teed on ſuch. Carrion 
doggs-meat, and filrhy excrements, with 
which Jatan teeds . his Labourers. Bur 
having ſpoke largely of this matter in the 
Book, 1 adviſe your Eye and Heart thi- 
ther for Convitt;on and Counſel herein. 

_ ly, Make much of the Tzmme and Means 
of Grace while you have 'them ; your 


_ Glaſs runs, your Sun + haſtens, and the 


Wind blows when and where it liſterh. 
O make uſe of 7T;me while you have it : 
God who made nothing -in vain, hath 
work tor every hour of your ſhort Day; 
work as hard as you can, you will find 
ſomething to do when you come 7o dze. 


Loft 
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Loſs of time ( faith Dr. Harrs on: his 
Death-bed)/ts very near upon me; work, 
nvork. apace, aſſure your ſehves nothing will 
more trouble you when you come to'die; 
than that you have done no more for that 
God which hath done ſo much for you. 
Wait upon and walk in the light while 
you have it ; if Grace thinks ir not much 
to ſpread a Table for you,don'r you think 
it much to ſpare time to: fit:down at it: 
You that find ſo many things to do when 
God calls for your Company, will ſhortly 
find that God hath other things to do 
than to mind you when you need his Cor- 
d:als; how .glad would you be of enjoy- 
ing tzwe to hear the voice of peace when 
you are entring upon Eternity, who are 
not 'at leiſure now to hear D:v:ze 
precepts While in the poſſeſſron of time + 
negle& not hearing praying ſeaſons, which 
are your Jezed-tzme tor Glory. O that eve: 
ry day (ſaith one) were a Sabbnih or 'a 
Faſt-day , for then T ſhould be well. Buy 
nor your caſe or carthly. intereſt at ſo dear 
a rate as the lofs of ſalvation, time and 
helps :-Enidence your love to God by your 
wvatuation of his Preſence in his Ordinan- + 
ces ; How can you long for the e::10yment 
of God i#: Heaven, who care not for his 
| CO37PAany 
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company on-Earth, or.bis glarious appet- 
Pances in. by Sanitary.” Stick at nothing 
that -may yicld' him delight or give him 
glory, how. expenſive ſoever it be on. your 
dezreſt Comforts and Interefts : When. one 
told Du'Moulin in his ſickneſs that he 
wronged himſelf by fpeaking fo much ; 
'Zas true, ſaid he, but I will dte glorifying 
of: God. : A Soul that ſupreamly ; 685 God, 
will count nothing 100: much ro do, part 
with or. ſuffer that may'bring him glory. 

\— ly; Reſt. not! in your emjoyments of 
meags,” without improvement of them : 
What's 2 ful Table it thy Sout abide emp- 
ty, and frequent feeding, it thy inner man 
Janguz/h : "tis a time of dy:ng and ſecret 
waſte in moſt Chriſtians ; O covet carn- 
eſtly the 4eff g:fts, that you may Zouri/b 
in the Courrs of God , and grow as the 
Cedars of Lebanon ; that you may be 
tbronghly furniſhed to every good work, 
and your profiting appear to all men : Be 
deeply ſenſible of your. /itite Fruit un- 
der great dreſſing, and be hnmbled; take 
heed of p;ritual pride, and prufſings ; in 
your apprehended Excellencies or Pri- 
veiledges ; "tis the humble ſoul is the moſt 
thriving foul ; keep your ' Hearts pare, 
and Zives unſpotted : As ſound bodzes, fo 


ſincere 
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ſencere ſouls are moſt growing: pare off 
luxuriant' branches as they ſprout our; 
and lay the Ax to the root of themevery 
day ; keep up Faithin'the "Promiſes of 
———— to them 7hat ſerve hirn 
in'/mcerity, Pſad. 92.12, 15, and ffay on 
Chriſt 4&9 Faith for help : when you ſee 
nothing - but Deſcomragements in your 
ſekves, and when you are afraid ro apply 
the Promzſes, even then bleſs' God for 
them. Theſe Promiſes, ſaid a doubting 
Soul, are none of mne, yet I amelad that 
God hath made them, and for their ſakes 

that ſhall partake of them ; Mr. White. 
8thly, Negle& not ſecret 1iranſat7ions 
between God and your Souls, ro which 1 
tear ſome of you may be too great ſtran- 
gers : no wonder that Intimacy between 
God and Souls does fall ; when they are 
ſeldom together in retirements. Oh take 
heed of. paſſing by thy Cloſet or: ſecrer 
corners one day, Matth, 6.6. or poſting. 
our of them before God and your Souls 
have ſome Converſe together ; and: be nor 
onely- conſtant in ir, but careful ro pleaſe 
God in the {piritual performance of it : 
Ler not Cuſtom or Formality'deprive thee 
of the ſweetneſs of that breadeater inſe- 
cret, You are in this - Boo#” more fully 
| calied 
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called upon to theſe Duties of ſecret 
Prayer, meditation, heart-ſearching, and 
watching-work, to which I reter you. 
gly; Make conſcience of every Duty 
you owe towards others, in your Rel atz- 
ons, Places and Callings ; keep up Fami- 
Ijiduty, or write Heathen upon thy doors, 
that the World may know thee : If you 
negle& Gods ſervice, he will not be your 
Santtuary ; Prayerleſs houſes have &r0- 
ken walls and doors, and no defence a- 
gainſt the leaſt'evil : It you will nor give 
God your breathings, how can you think 
he will give you his bleſſings : "Tis ſad 
that any, eſpecially ſuch whom God hath 
taken zo his houſe, ſhould ſhur him out 
their doors; or give him ſuch: pztzful 
ervice as ſome do, ſcarce eyer reading 
the Scriptures in their Famzlies from one 
Lords-day to another; onely ſend him a 
little haſty fruit, ſome ſhors and ſhuffled 
prayers once a day : no wonder that ſa/- 
vation come not to their houſes, or con- 
verring grace into their families, but a 
flying Roll is over their habitatiens , and 
the black marks of Ruine on their Chil- 
dren and Servants: think it not ſtrange 
that God makes thy pleaſant Roſes prick- 
ing Bryers and Thorns to thee, who are 
made 
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made them Spears and Swords to him. 
Oh keep with, God in every duty of bis 
ſervice, your Relation, Calling. and Im- 
ployments. GA KA oete! 

. Laſtly, in every condition walk with 
God, and watt for God; it he lead you 7x 
ways of mercy, tollow him 2n "ways of du- 
ty. If you have Comforts take heed of 
doting '0u or abuſing of them © when he 
ſends you Afﬀiittions receive them ; be 
not fa;nting nor froward under them, bur 
ſanitifie God in them, and by their hand 
return to him ; do not over-love your 
mercies, or over-fear your troubles - 
prepare for Changes, bur live upon Immu- 
tability, and be ſetled under all your un- 
ſettlements ; count nothing ſtrange bur 
ſm, and nothing hard to bear, but the ab- 
ſence or anger of a graczous God : loſe 
not your fears in times of peace, neither 
caſt away. your confidence in the day o 
trouble > let-your Lamps be alwaies burn- 
zng, that you may ſee ihe way of your 
duty in the Nzght of your danger ; and 
how to get in ( omfort in your Adver ſity; 
and ler your loins be girt, that you may 
be ready both to do your work and to 
mees your wages ; and be alway —_ 
and waiting for the coming of your -_ [, 
| who 
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who will welcom you in the Acceptance 
of your Dutzes, uncloath you of your /irs 

and ſufferings , and crown _your /mcerity 

and faithfulneſs with a Come Eye bleſſed of 
my father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you; which is the longed for Fruit of 
all his Lahours with you , and the ſubjet# 
matter of his dazly prayers for you, who 

is in him that was and is, and is to come, 


Your Aﬀectionate Labourer, 
_ Fellow Servant, 


and 
Brother, - 


_  - Barthol, Aſbwood, 


ET 
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He avenly Trade: J 


Opened and inipibyed trom 


Proverbs 3: 14. 


For the Merchandiſe of: it is bettey tha 
the Merchanuifſe of felver, ani the gait 
thereof FH fme gold.” | | 


HAT Religion 1 is under a very great 
declenfion in the day and place whete- 
inwe live, is too evident to {crioug 
obſcrvers; but too little laid'to heart; 

or the prodigious etfeCts, which uſually follow 
ſach expiring godtinefs, duly trembled at. The 
czrzFer of the latt and perilous times hath 
oveiraker'us ; men having a form of godlincls, 
bur denymg, che puwer'cf it, 2 T:2p. 3, 5. (4)A 
mp, a name'to live, notions parts, Lora 
priviledges 2nd duties, nake up the Religion, of 
the greateſt part of” profefiing Chriftiang this 
day, white the vita]s* of Chriſtianity viſibly 
- anguiſhz {2} where js that ancient Faith, 

Love, Zeal, Faithfulnefs, Lounge, Patience, 


(a) Nos non e: ioquem:a 1 0-0 : mus. Minus. Fock 
(63 Chrifttancs non dici, j Ie _ 7:6, Tgnar. Sei 
| elf. 
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Self-denial , Mortifiedneſs to the world, Tu- 
ſtice; Charity, Heavenly-mindednefs, holy Con- 
verſes} with that univerſal Piety and Unity, 
which made the Saints ſo famous in former ge- 
nerations, and had ſo great an influence on the 
enlargement of Chriſt's Kingdom, notwithſtand- 
ing Pagan and Antichriſtian force againſt it ? In 
the room of which, now pride, conttntion, for- 
mality, ſelfiſhneſs, hypocriſie, with the general 
gangrene of an earthly ſpirit, eats out the life 
and power of true holineſs: The aftefting ſenſe 
of this dangerous evil gives occaſion to this en- 
ſuing diſcourſe, whoſe errand into the world, is 
not io-plead for notion or faction, but to adyo- 
cate for deſpiſed godlineſs ; to help to awaken 
this ſleepy age, and contribute a weak hand 


with abler ſhoulders, to give a lift (if poſſible) 


to fallen piety. | 
*Amonegſt.the many Advocates for piety, Sq 


Io20u the Pen-man of this book hath done © 


worthily,. and laid out much ſtrength of reaſon 
ro attach. the minds of men, and regain them to 
the,. knowledge and fear of God. This cha 
rer is 'a ſyſtem, of rhoſe motives which | 


ro perſwade men unto a thorough purſair of 
holineſs, Divers are the conſiderations hepro- 
poſes to this end : taken 

\. Firſt, From the happineſs of thoſe that ob- 


rain and improve this pearl of grace, verſ. 13.” 
Happy is the man that (c) findeth wiſdom, and the 


man that (d) getteth underſtanding: (though with 


es. mn 


Jittionem.* (d} DYRY Profert inlucem, effundit. 
; greateſt 


p- 
| 17 
more largely proſecutes throughout this book, 
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greateſt labour and coſt) and having gotten ir, 
doth put it to its due uſe and improvement for 
the good of others ; they, whoever they be, 
are blefſed men and women, in regard of that 
profit, pleaſure, peace, honour, ſafety and life 
(wich the durable and eternal poſſeſſion there- 
of) enſured to thoſe that thus make Religion 
their buſineſs, from ver/. 13, to 27. 

Secondly, From the evil eſtate and end of 


thoſe that purſue the wales of fin,which is in its | 


nature vile and abominable to God, and as to its 
products, its ſhameful, curſed and deſtruCtive i in 
the end ; verſ. 23, 32,33,34,35- 

The Penman knew that few would: deal in 
thoſe commodities and trade about divine 
things (all men ſeeking their own, and few the 
things of Chriſt) and therefore ſers forth thoſe 
wares with greateſt commendation to buyers, 
that they might off the better. He begins with 
the gain that comes by godlineſs ; a popular ar- 
gument, and that which in other things puts 
men on great adventures,and reſtleſs labours ro- 
wards their enjoyment. 
(faith Chryſoſtome) (a) makes all, difficult things 
eaſſe, What will not the Merchant do or ſuffer 


"Wd. 
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to get a little profit ? a fir metaphor to ſet forth 
the diligence of a Chriſtian;tn his race, and to ' 


inſinuate the wortFof thoſe eternal things he is 


in chaſe of. The merchandiſe of which is better 


than the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gain there- 
ther eof than fine” Da | A. 


Tye hope of advantage © 


Lucrti Jhes omnia difficilia facit Dos: Chryſ {6 
B 2 In 


(4) 
.de $acerd, 3-1 


4, The Heavenly Trade 


In, the words, for... methods fake, you may 
obſerve, 

Firſt, The ſubject, wiſdoms merchandiſe, and 
the gain thereof, 

Secondly, The Predicate, Better, than, ſilver, 
tben fine gold, 

Wiſdom) Divine. Wiſdome, which in this 
book, (not to. mentian, all its acceptations :)- 

Firſt Is. ,put ſometimes for the Lord. Jeſus 
Chriſt;the 5 25y©, the word, and, increated;Wil- 
dome. of God; or the wiſdome who. is, God: ; 
who, is made to us of God, Wiſdame, as well as 
Righteouſheſs ; the light of. the world j;.the 
bright morning, Star ; the Sun of Righteouſneſs, / 
from whom are derived all thoſe beams. whiclt ; | 
irradiate the dark minds of men ; and, that Wil- 
dome which makes wiſe to ſalvation ; in, whom 
are hid all the treaſures of Wiſdome : This, is 
that ſhining Diamond, that Pearl of price,which! : 
outvies all the beauties of the world ; the coſtly; 
gemms, and whole treaſures of nature, in whom 
are unſcarchable riches, the enjoyment and-uſe. 
of whom is ſoul enriching. 

Secondly, For the Word of God, which is, 
ſure, making wiſe the (imple ; pure, enlightening the 
eye;and more to be defer:d than gold, yea than wy 
fine gold ; called the 7 Light of he Lord, 1/42. 
Come ye, and let «s walk in the Light of the ;9- 
the diſcerner of the thoughts Ra, intents of the | 
heart, Heb. 4. 12. which are able through the 
Spirit's illumination, to make one wiſe -to fal- 
vation ; and in this ſenſe the Jews uſually take 
Wiſdome for the Word and Law of God : 1» 
VEE of which there is great reward,Pſal.19.1T. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, By it is held forth a true and faving 
knowledge of God, part: of that Original beaury 
which ma loſt by his firſt fall, and is regained 
bv a ſecotid 'Edirioh, atd-impreſs of the Spirit, 
when refiewed in 'knowledsge after the image of 
him that created it : this khowledge is: called 
eniyrwoy , hot an Idle ſpeculative; but: a. lively 
operative knowledge, which conſilts of an itu- 
mination of the mind, #nd an -infaſion/ of faith 
'and ſpiritual knowledge: -' Parifienſss 'Galls' it, 
(2) The gate of life throwgh which God firſt titers 
mro the mid of man. In this Wiſdone andKhow- 
ledge of God as the ſouls Faſt end;with'the way 
'thar leads'therera, and felicity thar reſults from 
It, enlightened minds fee greater laſtre” tha'in 
fine-gold; 'and 'all the bravery- of : this Jower 
World. 7 7 Of OL 
+ Now this-Wiſfdome is fot onely ſpetalative, 
taking in the fiotioni of trath, and py The 
-mind with refreſhing views of things exEllent; 
bur praCrcal, which difpoſes the ſoul to & friii- 
tion of God, ſo revealel ro the eye of - Wi 
dome,and to. the obedience of all thoſe counſels 
opened in orfler to it. Hence Davenant commts 
4t 4n Errour in the Schoolmen to reſtrgin'WiF- 
dothe and Anderſtanding to a contemplative 
AHife; (5) when'both have their equal referetice 
to aractive practical life and converſation : Ih 
regard oit's eſſence, it's an intelſectual vertue;; 
 Þur inrefpett to the.matrer and uſe, it's praCti- 
cal antl moral ; and therefore he defines Wit- 


_— 


{ 4) Portam vite per quam Deus primo ingreditur ad 
mentem humanam. Parifienfis, {b) Cum atraque ex 
&equo etidmn ſpetat attivam, | + 

= A 3 dome . 
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dome'to be (c) an inf: 


uſed knowledge of thoſe things 
which lead to faith pl holy life with a pious fe 


fton,znclining the ſoul to the ui Sc & prattice © 


of the things it knows. This the Scriptures hold out 
to be that trae Wiſdome, which God requires of 
men.: And to man he ſaid, Behold the fear of the 
Lord, that is Wiſdome, and to depart from evil, 
that 1s underſtanding, 7ob 28.28. fob having ſpo- 
ken of the wonderful Wiſdome of God in the 
works of Creation, beyond all the ſearches of 
humane underſtanding, he tells them what is 
that Wiſdome which God requires of man, not 
to ſcrew into thoſe unfathom'd deeps and my- 
ſteries of divine works in the Creation; not to 
feed on abſtruſe notions of things that concern 
them not ; but-this 1s true Wiſdome, to fear 
God, to ſerve and obey him,and to depart from 
Iniquity ; So Det. 4. 5,6. Behold I have taught 
you Statutes and 7ndgements, keep therefore, and 
do them, for this ts your Wiſdome and under ſftaud- 
ing in the ſight of the Nations, which ſhall hear of 
all theſe Statutes, and ſay,Sarely this great Nation 
is a wiſe and an underſtanding people. Wiſdome 
from above (ſaies the Apoſtle) pure, peaceable, 
2 WLLS afie to be entreated, full of mercy and good 

Fic), Name, 3. 17, that is it makes men holy 
and fruitful! in good works. So the Pſalmiſt de- 


ſcribes Wiſdome, by holy walking; / will behave 


ny ſelf wiſely in a perfet# way ; Pſal. tor. 2. and 
Epheſ. 5. Is. Wat circumſpetthy, not as fools, but 
as wiſe. Holy walking is both the-fruit of Wiſ- 


(c) Eft igitur ſapientia infuſa co 1t40. illorum ue ad B- 
dem 65 boitam vitam pertiment je, affettu pio =. oe 


#9 applicationem & praxin eorundem. . Naven- - | 
| ; 1 dome 
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dome, and the way to Wiſdome. Col. 1..9,:10. 
You may be filled with the knowledge of his will, in 
all knowledge and underſtanding ; that you "may 
walk worthy of the Lord to all well-pleaſing, peing 
fruitfull in every good work, and encreaſung in the 
knowleage of God. And fo the Wiſe man under- 
ſtands it in this book, Prov. 1.7. The feat of 
the Lord is the beginning. of Wiſdome, Tuat 
(a) faith Aquinas) ys whence Wiſdome begins to 
be operative, Chap. 4.11. 1 have taught thee in 
the way of Wiſdome, and led thee in right paths. 
Wildome hath its way, and feet to walk in it; 3 
and this way of Wiſdome ,is a right path ; or, 
right-holy-attions (faith Piſcator) ſo the Antients ; 
take Wiſdome. Cicero calls it, The (6) Art of | 
living. Titat Wiſdome which doth nothing, is 
worth nothing. (c) AlWiſdome lies in this one 
thing (faith Lattantins) That we know and wor- 
ſhip God. (ad) Religion 14 wrapt up in Wiſdome, 
and Wiſdome in Religion. The (e) work of Wiſ- 
dome lies in this, that contemning earthly things, 
7 Seq we were formerly held, ſerving and de- 

ring theſe frail periſhing things, we may now be ai- 
retted to ſeek aſter the eternal reward of a heavenly 


(a) Quantum ad effettum initium (apientie eſt ninde ſapi= 
entia 1mcipit opera:i. Aquin. (6b) Sapientia que ars vis 
vend; putanda eſt non Exp/teretur ſi nihil efficeret. Cicero 
de finiv. (c) Omnis ſaprentia hominis in ho2 uno eft ut 
Deum cognojcat E9 colat, Lat. de Inft. lib. 3 cap. 30. 
(4) In japientia religie, in religione ſapientia eſt, LaCt, £ 

1b.4. cap.3.  (e } Cujus vis 65 officium in eo vertitur ut 

contempts terreſtrabus quibus antea tenebamur fragulibus 
ſervientes @ifrapulinferwvents, 5 frage. aan x. ver 

: 


ad eterna caleſtis theſauri premia dirigamnr, Lact. de 


27. | 
Inſt. cap. 27 B 4 Thee 
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Treaſure : (80 faith, Aquinas) (5 ) 'Wiſdome is 

nor tobe conſidered onely.as it Jeads to.a know- 
ledge of God ; but as1t.diretts and orders ithe 
life cording. to divine Rules: And mthis ſenſe 
I take Wiſdom here for. true Holineſs; that Wiſ- 

dome which 1s manifeſted i in a heavenly, goſpel 
converſation, the merchandite of which .s ſo 
advanragious. 

The Merchandiſe thereof : Objedtively, confli- 
dered : ,The trading for this Wiſdome, or Mer- 
Fhzing abour ; ſa the Septuagint: renders i it: 

How 38 avThv eumrgw/e;a, T'O merchang ze, 15.49 
buy and ſell, to get ia, and put off ggods,to take. 
in, aid lay out :'.tliis Wiſdome' is better than to 
get in gold,' or any thing that goJd. can ws 
MIND from IND, The word. is, 10490 up.and 
down here and there as Merchants Mo, ro 'buy, 
& vend their goods;to.travel abroad now, in one. 
place, then in another; to be full of diſiraCtion, 


tumbling up and down to get and pur off-cheir” 
wares: $0 buſie a work is merchandizing,which 


takes up mens thoughts, time 'and labours to 
follow'ir, that they might get ſome advantage 


in the world. 'And fuch is the work of Religion; 


It is af active work, that calls for the heart, 
time and Itrength, if ever ſouls think to turn it 
to any account : , And they thar do. thus, that 
makeReligion their-work, that lay out chem- 
ſelves and their a}{ jn purſuit of Heaven and fſpi- 
ritual things, whateyer coſt and pains.they are 
at, If they can but BUM: theſe rreaſures. of gad- 


(} J ) 7 Sapients: ſ-cu dum: 1205 non folum conſt derarur ut teſt 
copnoſcitiva Det, {4 etiam ut direfiva- humane vite fe» 
LOINAs., Aqui, 22:8. Q. 19, 7-C- 


zndim rYationes 
leſs, 
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lineſs, and obtain Wiſdomes wares, they make a 
good 'bargain.z for the profit that comes \by 
cheſe'is far-berter.thanſilver. yea than fineggold: 
The Septnagiat- hath it * 1(4) !Dhav t0..yget: jr rho 
treaſures of of FUrer 2004 pry yearke beif gold 
beaten-gold; | 
- There. 1s (dinacber: ſonſe that one gives: wa 
words,' taking Wiſdoniefor the price by which 
thoſe great and eternal things.are got t (Irather 
like the inſtrumenc than ithe price ) ſpiritual 
things are freely. given, not Bought, 1/a.:55;.2. 
but thoſe thatilaycour, and mnaprove their: Wiſe 
dame to.gaingrace; to.promote goons, and 
farther ſalvation, make a'\beiter. ibargain: than 
they that lay;out their. treafhres'of. aſd.and Bb 
ver to-buy the beft gbods- ion earth.2/. jIneichto 
fenſe it's a truth /Wiſdomeis mevchandile is'ehbe 
beſt merchanttiſe 5'!: tro arade'tiabout 5 ſpioataal 
thmgs, grace and/Flory [is incormparably vherbeſt 
wade:: "I WES _ Dodtrineor Pb 
Movon, {[fI0I UBT .. w} I 3:01 
{ ; oft 'The Heavenly Trade, as ts beft Trades 
1>T : 2 avLfdrcbudiſe like Wiſdors Mertbank 
22111," 2: Bfeg: ATE A FRO Jpititmub and 
22 feral _ 46 F 2 omo! 1.7 ni 30g 
£11012. 2109f!) > 
;This Trorh-wil evidently ajpeaegif Yau cidiv 
fiter, >! {| 3:00 21948 
1211. |'The Prey thaſe rhings bo wh 
domes \Alexchants mades 0 00 916 
2. The Perſon rey acal with. | 220014 
'3. The Terms toe ey t trade TED TID 
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T” The Heavenly Trade 
3 4 The gain. that comes by it. 
"1(Rea(. x. Firſt, The things about which this 
Heavenly Trade is taken up, are in their nature 
things of greateſt worth ; wares'which all the 
worlds treaſures- cannot purchaſe or compare 
with ; they are all great, glorious and exrclionn 
things; nothing mean, contemprible and uſe- 
lets; among all: the goods that: Wiſdome pro- 
poſes to ſouls choice and reception : The favoxr 
of God : Redemption from Hell : Pardon: of fin : 
Peace with Gog :' The graces of the Spirit.: Com- 
- mwinon with, Father, Son and Spirit, with Saints 
ana Angels : Walking with God: Spiritual bleſ=- 
fongs : foy in the: 'Holy Ghoſt : Heavenly Treas 
fares.: ' Aſſurance of Glory : Theſe are all things 
of incomparable. value, and the things that hea- 
venly Traders deal about : And are: not theſe 
far better in their-nature, than the Jow, dirty; 
fading things of this world 2 'No Onyx, Saphir, 
Chtyita], Coral, Pearl, Topaz,-Rubies, or the 
moſt coſtly pieces of nature, can compare with 
this pearl of price ; this ſtone cut out of the 
monnfains,. or. thoſe. ſpiritual. treaſures which 
are.the \fubject of this Heavenly Trade : Let 
thoſe.be.Judges who -know the-warth of things; 
call in Wiſdome's Lapidaries,.:Jet.God, Saints 
and Angels ſpeak in this matter, their verdict 
wiltbe; Wiſdome's:wares weigh down all, as'to 
their innate excellency : 1 ſhall onely propoſe 
three evidences.to:determine this caſe, and they 
are of unqueſtionable verity,: anda. ſufficient 
proof of this truth, *. They areg » 1 .£ 
I SCriptarec... CE 2 
2 Experience, 65.3% 1h 3X 
\ 3 Jean, Firſt, 
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Firſt, The Scriptures will tell you, there are 
no wares like heavenly. wares,” Dewt; 32. 32. 
Their Rock is not as our Rock_, even our ehemits 
themſelves being Fudges. Hws | loving-kindneſs ts 
better than life, Pſal. 63. 3. And the light of his 
countenance, than the encreaſes of corn, and wine, 
and oyl, Pſal. 4. 6, 6. The Law of thy month ts 
better to me than thouſands ' of gold and ſituer, 
Pſal. 119. 72. Tryed faith much better than gold 
that perifheth, 1 Pet. 1.7. One day in God's 
Courts better than a thouſand elſewhere,Pſa.84.10. 
None in Heaven like to God, nor on earth in 
compariſon of him, Pſal. 73. 25. To make pro- 
viſion for the-ſoul is the one_thing-needful ; to 
enjoy Chritt and ſpiritual things is: the better 
part that ſhall never be taken'away, Zxk. 10.42. 
The Kingdom of God is the chiefeſt thing tobe 
ſought for in the firſt place, 4Latth. 6. 33.' firlt 
In affeCtion, and firſt in time :+ Multitude of te- 
ſtimonies might be produced from. Scripture to 
atteſt this truth, That the Heavetily Trade 1s the 
beſt Trade; no goods like heavenly goods: what 
do you trade for here ?. is it for. more than-life 
you plot, you work for ? you gain no more here 
than mear, drink, Tayment, money, land; ctedir, 
and the like, which onely tend to life ;. but the 
favour of Gad is better than life ; one gracious 
Jook, ' one whiſper of peace: from'God, weighs 
down all thoſe : riches, pleaſures, honours, do 
not make a happy man or woman; the. Scripture 
never reports: ſuch bleſſed' as' have the abun+ 
dance of theſe things, but rather miſerable and 
unhappy, obnoxious to more ſnares and 'dat- | 
gers ; bus gadlineſs makes a bleſſed man, and 
I | | | pardon 
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pardon'ief fm'a 'happy'man, tin Got's acconnr, 
1,2\and 32.7. whoſe teſtimony is'truch 

ar elf, and:ito- be relied: on beyond all the 
grounds of blinded:opinion, and file hopes. 

Secondly, Experience alfures 'men of this 
rrath ;thar heavenly things are-the beſt rhings': 
come-to a Sonl that hath rried' beth ; one who 
hath\had all-thar. the World could afford on op 
one hand , and hath alſo experiefced *the kr 
vour of God ,: ad ſpiricual*things, and he "it 
rel] you of. ſpirirual Things, as Davil did of Go- 
_ Giah's Sword: T eve is none like thym 1 $M 21.9. 
And as Solomon. vf the vertuons Wife : Theld 
chings above (excel them all; P-ov. 3T. 29. And 
Weſdom: 15 op Fugera than Goll, 4:9 to get uniler- 
ftanding rat h#4:to be-choſen rha's Silwzey, Prov. T8, 
X6-: This was -S44om0n's experichee, who hatl 
the largeſt -rrial- of any man, He "had | Hvalts, 
Vineyards, 'Gardens; Servants, Silvez, Gold; thi 
pecnliar:treaſures. of Kings z Greatneſ Pres fire, 
Moakick, and whatſoever his' eyes def) red 2 

all gives this verdiQt;Thar wiſdom exe: 1 

folly 4s far as light excels darknife Feel 2 ££2. 

PPiery* tranſcendeth © Pravity'; 'Heaven. the 
World : Purity "out-pafferh-1] Pleaſures, as Light, 
doth-Darknels Wher' he fpeaks/'of things _ 
low; he tells you; 'Theſ: ade vanity and vec. 
ation of ſpirit j he that labox#?s- for: x: efe, Luboitts 
far the wind, Eccleſ..5, 16. and what? te ſe6k®, 
finds not ; bot-when ie ſpeaky 6f-wiſdorn; ani 
ſpiritual things; he is as one! that” Wahts words 
to:expreſs their worch : Wiſdow, 55 better thu 
Rubies, and all the things that may be deſired, die 
wor to be compared to it, Prov. S,'xT, ' David Was 
"oy a man 


zs the beft Trade, * I: 
2-man-who had tried 'various::conditions>in-the 

World, he knew; what trouble:and comfort:was,: 
what. youth and age! was, what / poverty and: 
riches were; :he had pleaſures,. honours, trea-: 
ſures, with the;hearts. of -his peoplt; and com-: 
mand of a Kingdom, and: yet 'hetteHfs:you; hei 
had. ſeen an. end of all. perfettion.: and that ' the: 
light of God's countenauce was better 'thawall, and 
te.6e a door-keeper (a mean place)' in tbe houſe of 
God,” was more eligible, than to abide in the+ 
tents. of wickedneſs:: Yſal. 119. 96: Pſ. 4. 6.: 
'and\84. 10, He chooſes it as his 'one- thing ; Tb / 
dwell in the. houſe of the Lord all. the days of his 

life, to behold the. beauty of ' the Lord, and to en-- 
quire in his Temple, Pſal. 277. 4. 

Moſes knew what honour was, andthe plea-- 
ſyres of fin, and yet,upon choice, preſferr'd /po-- 
verty with godlineſs, ' on the fide- of truth; 
before all the treaſures of Egypy ;i He refuſed | 
to:be called Pharaol's Son, rather chooſong. $0 ſuffer 
affir&:10n with the people of God, thanits enjoy the: 
picaſures of fin for a ſzaſon, efteeming the reproach. 
of Chriſt, greater riches than the. treaſures in 
Egvpr, Heb. 11.24, 25, 26. He knew [the No- 
bles of Egypt, and grandeur of: Pharaoh's Court, 
and / yet could value a poor perfecuted people; 
that. own'd God, and :cleav'd to him,. beyond. 
them all-: Happy art thou, O Iract! who. is like 
to thee? Det. 33. 20. He counts. God! the 
none-ſach ; Wio 25s likes ro »bce, 0 God ? "Ex. If. 
I1; ' and Religion the beſt intereſt; Ser your 
bearts unto all the words 1 teſtify; for. it 'is not 4 
vain thing for you, for it is your life, Dent. 32. 
48,47: | 


; Ask 
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- Ask of Paal; and he will tell you what the 
Fruit of ſin, and driving furiouſly againſt Chriſt 
and his intereſt was, when the Lord Jeſus came 
to reckon with, and to pay him off in the way 
to, Damaſens, Att; 9.3, 4. whoſe blow he felt 
many years after, in Conſcience twitches now 
and. then, 1 7», I. 13, 15. And upon the ſenſe 
of that change Grace made on his heart and 
condition,he tells you, that whatever he counted 
gain before, he! ſaw now to be loſs for Chriſt, Phil. 
3. 6,7, 8, 9, Io. +There was a time when he 
thought his letter-knowledg, blind zeal, birth- 
priviledges, legal duties, popular applauſe, Ru- 
lers favour,and protection by Power, to be great 
things; but now he alters his reckoning, and 
values the knowledg of Chriſt and intereſt in him, 
- and grace derived from the power of his.death 
and reſurrection, to be an excellency that ftain'd 
all his former glory. 

The Jaylor once thought it his greateſt /in- 
rereſt to ſwim with the ſtream, and ſail by the 
compaſs of the times he lived in, to run down 
the ways and ſervants of the Lord Jeſus, to 
. obey. his warrant, and fecure the Saints feet in 
his ſtocks, 4. 16. ver. 24, to 34. but when 
once Grace takes him in hand, and plucks him 
through. the ſtrait-gate of conſcience, terrors, 
and repentance, into a ſtate of regeneration, 
their he: corretts his errors, and ſees it his chief- 
eſt concern to eſpouſe Chriſt, and to come over 
into the way of perſecuted godlineſs ; then to 
believe in the Lord Jeſus, to be kind to his fer- 
vants, and to drive the Trade of deſpiſed Chri- 
Kianity z he thought upon moſt mature conſ# . 

| deration 
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deration to be worthy of his choice and pur- 
ſuit. What treaſures more rich or precious (ſaid 
Agerins, when a priſoner for Chriſt at Yenice) 
than everlaſting life ? where be greater ticheY-or 
dignities more honoxrable than in Heaven? here 
droppeth the delettable dew, ried «om the plea- 
ſant Nettor, here runneth the ſweet milk , here 
is plenty of all good things ;. I have found a-wieſt 
of honey in the entrals of 4' Lion, in the deep, 
' dark Dungeon ; ' 1 have found a Paradiſe of plea- 
ſure ; where others do weep, 1 do rejoyce ; when 
others do ſhake and tremble, I do find plenty of 
ſtrength, and boldneſs ; in ftrait Bonds, and cold. 
Irons, 1 have reſt : Fox, Vel. 2. pag. 181. Come 
to ſinners alſo when they lie under Conſrience, 
terrors, and the armed troops of death and 
hell invade their guilty hearts, and enquire 
their opinion concerning the goodneſs of their 
choice, the advantage of that bargain they 
haye made, in parting with God for the World, 
in rejecting Chriſt for the Fleſh, in turning their 
backs on holineſs, for the ſervice of fin ;/ and 
their dejected countenances, their gaſtly looks; 
their unquiet jeſtures, their cries and groans, 
will ſoon tell -you the ſad reſentment of their 
folly, and bad Trade they have driven in the 
ways of fin and death. 
Thirdly, Nay, Reaſon it ſelf rightly exerciſed, 

Muſt needs grant, that heavenly wares are-the 
beſt wares upon a fourfold conſideration, 

1 Of their Rarity, 

2. Their Price. 

3 Their worth.. 

4. Their Daration, 
Firſt, 
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. Firft, Heavenly: things-are rare, .and therefore 
excellent ; ſcarcity. enhaunceth- the price: of 
(DNS: Diamonds-and. precious ſtones are dear, 
ecaufe. ſcarce,, and-more rarely. had. ;. plenty 
uſually, beats. down 'the' price. .of things, when 
rarity. makes them. coſtly; and. ſuch: are Hea- 
- venly. wares; they. are the greateft rarity..in- the 
world 3: they-are leſs-known, more hardly. come 
by,. and ſeldomer,\ enjoyed than any. thing this 
carthaffords ;. there are few/parts-of-the: worſd 
where Wifdon's\goeds ever come :.How man 
'Countries are there where the. Goſhel. is-not 
known? or.any ſights of. God, or things eternal 
eyer had; but ſuch-as are diſcernable. by the dim 
lIight:of nature ; and 'of: thoſe coaſts! whiehthis 
days:ſ{pring:hath viſited, to how few - have the 
brightgeſ(s-of this light: appeared;? few places 
have the myſteries of the Goſpel opened, or the 
deep things of God purely, fully and powerful; 
ly: preached. It hath been the priviledge of 
this Nation: above many,, to have a: peculiar 
| ſhare of Goſpel diſcoveries and truths,more'ſpi+ 
ritually. and practically diſcloſed.; and yet how 
few-here, or in other parts, have any: acquainy 
tance with theſe glorious ſecrets ?' or arrive' to 
this excellency of the knowledge of Chriit, and 
Divine Myſteries ? what a veil is there on the 
minds of moſt; under -the pureſt adminiſtrations 
of the Goſpel, that ſeeing, rhey ſee not under- 
ſtanding, and yer not affefted with the things 
they know ; the ſpiritual beauty, and inward 
worth of them being hid from their eyes. Moſt 
hearers (like Balaam) ſee heavenly goods with 
eyes half opened ; and hence it 1s they no more 
yalue and purſue them : Could theſe poor, beg» 
y garly, 


is the beſt Trade: 7 
garly, dirty things of the world,be fo preferred 
in mens affettions and embraces, and ſo much 
time conſumed upon rhem, with negle*t of God, 
and things above, if the worth of Wiſdome's 
Treaſures were truly known and believed ? no 
certainly, we may'/Wirhout breach of charity 
complain, Who harh believed onr report ? ard to 
whom #-the arm of the Lord revealed? Iſa. 53. I. 
They are rare, in that they ſe|dome appear in 
their own worth and excellency to the view of 
men : few know and believe the worth of hea- 
yenly things. | | 
They are alſo goods tliat few trade on: - It's 

a rare thing to ſee men nivuch vers'd about hea- 
venly things; and to drive 4 rrade of godlineſs : 
There are divers poflibly that barter for ſome 
of Wiſdorhe's goods, for knowledge,peace,com- 
fort, parts, external duties, &c: but fey that 
carry on a full trade of godlineſs : An Enoch, a 
Noah, a Caleb, a foſhna, a ov, a David, a Panl; 
a Barnabas ; here and there one in their ſeveral 
apes, that are thorough with God, and univer- 
al in the duties of godlineſe, heart purity, 2od- 
ly ſimpliciry. univerſal holineſs, converſe wi: Hh, 
God, meditation on things above, tenderneſs of 
conſcience, {-If-denyal; morrifiedneſs to the 
world, heavenly-mindedneſs, ſpiritual converſes; 
are commodities that few deal about this day. 
A thorough-paced Chriſtian is the Fhcenix of 
the place he lives in, and more ſeldom feen chan 
a ſparkling Diamond in rhe dark night we live 
In ; few ſeek rheſe goods in earneſt, as they do 
the world and their owti things, and fewer ob- 
tain them, Phil, 2.21, Few I feardo live in the 
S daily 


18 The Heavenly Trade 


daily exerciſe of their graces,the warm breath- 
ings of their ſouls after. God and ſpiritual things: 
few that find the white ſtone, that live in the 
view of their pardons, and ſenſible enjoyment 
.of divine grace ; and therefore theſe heavenly 
goods are rare things, ſeldome diſcovered, ſel- 
dome known, ſeldome purſued, ſeldome enjoy- 
ed ; and being rare, are excellent and deſirable, 
Secondly, Heavenly things are the beſt, be- 
cauſe the moſt coſtly ; this argument wilk not 
hold in all things: men may buy their deſired 
comforts too dear,and give more for the world, 
pleaſures, and their particular goods, than they 
are worth ; but none can be deceived in Wit 
domes wares ; the glory of God, the ſalvation 
of ſouls, the enjoyment of grace and ſpiritual 
bleſſings, cannot be too dearly obtained ; their 
price beſpeaks the greatneſs of their worth, 
they being realities and things excellent in 
their nature and uſe ; and if they are valuable 
according to their price, they muſt needs be 
tranſcendent ; for the purchaſe of them coſt 
Gogl dear;he hath been ar the expence of eternal 
counſels of manifold wiſdom, of unknown love, 
of the gift and blood. of his own Son, to procure 
theſe great things for Believers ; and it hath 
coſt him mighty power and patience to fit Be- 
| : levers for them, and main- 
Ho223:Trmuie, WIth tyine their enjoyment of 
an honourable price, : | 
1 Per. 1. 18, 19. *Ay> Them: Te are bought with 4 
TAVTEW » equale re- price » | Hot with corruprible 
demprionts pretium , things, as ſilver. and gold, but 
Gomar. | with the precions blood ef 
Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh, aud without 
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ſpot. He gave himſelf a ' ranforne; a an equal price, 
{officiewt to'Þurchaſe Believers to himſelf, with 
grace and glory for them: He -fo Yoved the 
world as to give his onely be orrels Son, t0 give hin 
to death; to the death of e Ohofetd unfpeak- 
able tormehits, and all to rocur&theſe lotions 
and bleſſed treaſures for' Believers, 70h. 3. T6. 
O coſtly wares! © dear” bougttr g00ds! for 
which the pearl of price was ſola, and the trea- 
ſures of Heaven empried vr,” - - | 
And as theſe Tand the purchaſer dear; fo they 
are coſtly to the-receiver allo : The preparation 
for an intereſt im theſe treafures,''is many times 
dear to Behevers: O the wounds and Jaun- 
cings, the bleeding and -heart-prickings-,- the 
pangs Gr throws that lead the van to this banner 
of love, which redemption-grace ſpreads over 
ſaved ſouls; thele are the ſtormy tempeſts, the 
bloody skirmiſhes, that go before the Believers 
reception of purchaſed peace : Beſides, the. 
terms on which this good bargain is offered, 
though infinitely beneath its worth, yet-as to 
the ſouls' capacity are high, it's 'no Jeſs than'a 
throwing of all irs former treaſures over-board; 
a parting with its neareſt- intereſts, and deareſt 
comforts that lye in the way of its en joyments; | 
a plucking out a right eye; and cutting off a, 
right hand ; a denying (O hard faying ! ) of a? 
man's own beloved ſelf; a- not ' onely bearing ' 
when Jaid on, but a taking up not 'the Croſs of 
Ghriſt alone, "but his own Croſs too, whatever 
his own ſins, or the hand of men and Devils * 
may thake for him; and in this plight nor to fir 
don, or Rand ſtill, but to-go on and follow - 
C2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt up the. hill, through thick .and thin, 
through ſcorns and thorns, day and night, 
through every change, in every ſtate, home to 
the grave: No calier terms are given to the 
enjoyment ,of theſe riches, than a hearty con- 
ent to theſe propoſals, which may expoſe the 
ſoul to an atual loſs of his earthly all, and un- 
dergoing unknown tryals, troubles and duties 
m the way : This bargain, though blefled.in ir 
ſelf, yer is thought ſo dear by ſome, , as that 
they break upon theſe very terms, | and think 
God, grace and glory, too chargeable for their 
acceptance: This then rs off the worth of hea- 
venly things, that they coſt ſo much -upon 
choice, and upon the higheſt reaſon and delibe- 
ration. 

Thirdly, As their Price Is high, ſo is their 
worth great ; they are good in themſelves, and 
good to thoſe that have them. Hearken dili- 
geutly unto me, and eat that which is good, and [it 
your ſonls delight zt ſelf in fatneſs ; earthly rhings 
are not ſo, if good in themſelves, yet they may 
not be good to thoſe that have them : Riches 
are ſbares afid ſwords to the owners thereof, 


| 
and oftentimes do pierce them thorough with | 
many ſorrows : They are not onely good, F| 
but abſolutely good ; other things are not ſo; | | 
earthly things are bur conditionally good, when || 
God ſees them good, and makes them good, ſo ; 
long as he doth bleſs them, and ler out ſome- 

thing of himſelf through them, manna, food, || | 
rayment, nether ſprings, are10 far good 2s God 
is pleaſed to convey out ſome ſpiritual good 
thorough them, or make them ſome way ſub- 
ſervient 
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fervient thereto ; theſe ;things cannot make 
men hapyy,' or prove theo fo.  Nebachadnez- 
24r's greatneſs could not /fecure him from gra- 
zinz amongſt the beafts, - an& bedding with 
chem in'vpen fields, -and under wetting. dews, 
Dan. 4. 33. Belfhazzar's pleaſures could: not 
guard bim from the | hand-writing againſt the 
wall, Day. 5. 5. Dives was in the midit of plen- 
ry and' honour one day.” and the next in hell. 
Theſe Tower things are bur 'as cifterns and-pipes, 
char fignifie nothing, - except fore waters be 
conveyed through them 3 no more do- theſe, 
unleſs God let our his tove,and promife through 
them. Theſe heavenly rhings are not onely ab- 
folutely good, bur every way. goad); -g00d for 
every man, in every ftate ; good for-poar and 
rich, for: yonng and. old, for all perſons, all 
things; ' Godlineſs is profitable for: every thing, 
x T:m.:4. 8.. There is no perſon or: condition, 
bur grace and ſpiritual blefſmgs are goad for,and 
can convey good thorough : There may he'ſuch 
a caf& in which nothing of: this lower world 
can help: Riches make. rbens wings and. profit 
not in. the day of wrarh. In times of trouble 
and divme wrath, inſtruments of muſick carry 
no ſweetneſs in them bur ſpiritua} mercies, they 
help to comfort in the day of trouble: Fn 
the multitude of fad thonghts within me thy com 
forts refreſh my ſoul, Pſat. 94. 19. 

Fourrbly, Their duration proves them excel- 
lent, they are laſting wares ; time works no 
change apon theſe, the Heavens will wax old, 
and as & veſture they fhalt be changed; bar hea- 
venly things never periſh with the uſing : in- 

rh C3 deed 


$2 The:Hetuenly Trade 
deed? ont: meaſures!7and> fenſe of > thefe;- may 
changey we may noralways have:the fame -de- 
grees'of grate'ori:comfort ; but this:alteration 
is not intheſe things,” but in us ;\:as.God ; {0 
_ grace aftd! ſpirituab things, are in themſelves the 
fameþyeſterday;.t6-1day;.and for ever x good in 
proſperity; and:good in.adverſity 5 :gaodin life, 
and'gd0dim death ::\muability mars all earthly 
comfforts;:they turethings.'of: no+- continuance; 
wemnychave them,:bmeicannot hold: therh ; like 
the fleetmghſlands-;about the Teraviff; 2which 
perſbns fe at” @ diſtance; but whew'thty 7 come 
near-them; they vanith away :: The bbings that 
ate ſtemarecermporal;'z Cor. 4.18. We may .i(a) 
have them; (faith Seneca) but cannot. paſſeſs them; 
and they no: ſooner pleafe ms, but+paſs:ſronzass 7:buy 
unſeen-things areceterral ; His :loyernseterlft: 
inp 33thegraces of his Spirit abidingeOT Fab:3:9: 
Whoſbever® i3+born of ;God finneth not, Jon/is;ſeed 
remaineth in him ::Theijoys of the Holy:Ghoſt 
are!lafting't: That by i'ppy omight.. remarn' an-you't 
Bero'g1.31"Fob.'t5:1T: Iſa. 59:21. Hebi 10:34 
T'Pe.-T:.4.7 Indeed acts of. grace *may: fail far 
a'time; bat the habit of grace. is.\never-loſt ; 
frames;-ahd:ſftteams of :comfort may.:ebb, but 
rhe:Fommwmim of Foy 15 never drain'd dry3; Juſti- 
fication 18: immutable, Pandon of Sin-is irrever- 
ſible, the Saints treaſares ih. Heaven. are. endu- 
ring, and can never. fade away:: Men' may. ont- 
Jive their Treaſures hene,;:and fee all their Bor- 
tions. $0 before them :;y7but heavenly ldtrereſts, 
and immortal Souls; 'are': of hke continuance, 
(4)  Ostenduntur 3jtw' res non poſfidenrur & dunplaces 
ant tranſeint, - BIT T9 "0103 VUST 
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and this greatens their value : Men eſtimate a 
little Land beyond a great Eſtate of uncertain 
continuance ; and ſuch are Wiſdom's wares, 
there's'no rotten goods among them. 
Rea. 2. ' Secondly , The heavenly Trade: is 
the beſt Trade, in regard of the Trader theſe 
Merchafits deal with : Mich of the comfort, 
ſafety and advantage of mens Trades, lieth in- 
in the pevſons' they trade with ; if theſe be' 
able, honeſt, affeCtionate, it .conduces much to 
the thriving: of thoſe they deal with : What 
miſchief comes. to. Traders, when Sellers are 
cheating, cruel, and extortioning ? and. when 
Buyers are falſe, and deceirfnl; and fail of -their 
word ? But none of theſe hazards can heavenly: 
Traders. be expoſed to, from thoſe they: deal 
with : Indeed. Wiſdom's Merchants have to: do' 
with many, in 'the purſuit. of their heavenly 
Trade, both by way of raking in, and- letting 
. out ; but yet there is one great Merchant, with 
'whom they principally deal, as to the manage- 
ment and ae of. their whole Trade, in this 
Merchandiſe ; they converſe with God, Saints 
and Angels, but all is' done through a Mediatgrz 
the Goods they. receive is upon his intereſt 
they deal with God through him ; a!l their wiſ- 
dom to trade,and rules to aCt by,come from him 
the good and advantage of all. their Trading,'1s 
fecur'd by him ; and though .they may .be con- 
cern'd with. many perſons and' things, (with. all 
that duty:and providence calls them too,) and, 
with the Chymilt, are to extract ſome good 
from every thing they deal with ;"and, like'the 
Bee, gather Honey trom weeds ;| yet this good 
C 4 they 
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they get from perſons: and things, is ndt in 
them, but conveyed through them from the 
great Purchaſer with whom they deal; good 
from every thing, to theſe heavenly Traders, 
and Heirs of Salvation is made oyer in. che pro- 
prothiſe ; (All thin ga ſhall work together for good 
to them that love Grd "and are called corey #0 
his purpoſe,) Rom. 8. 28. and ſhall in.dye time, 
through theſe Conduits; be emptied our to Be-: 
lievers, by the hand of Jeſus : So thar. it is 
properly, and ſtritly, but with one great Mer- 
chant thoſe Traders have to do with for the 
poods they lay out, or take in ; ?I other things 
d perſons are but ways and inftraments of his 
appointment, through which it ſhall be.deliver- 
ed 5 and this makes Wiſdom's Trade 1o good, 
that the advantage of it is not depending on: 
thoſe ſecondary Agents, they have to.do with 
but upon one, that is more excellent,both great 
and good, able and faitaful ro anſwer both his, 
promibe,antd the expeCtarions of thoſe that deal 
ith him. As to his Quality, and perſonal Gran= 
deur, he is above all, and oyer all, King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords : He bath. a _veſture 
on his thigh, whereon is written, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, Rev, 19. 16. He is the Ma- 
jeſty on high, the Glory of Heaven and Earth ; 
he hath Angels to worſhip him, Thrones and 
Principalities under him, all creatures in Hea- 
yen and in Earth to ſerve him. O! how ho- 
nourable | IS It to deal with him, to whom Kings 
and Patentates pay. their tribute, and to whony 
Men and Angels yield their homage? It's ta- 
king with Men, to converſe with thoſe that are 
aboye |. 
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above them, and to manage concerns with Per- - 
ſons of Honour, and Greatneſs : but here's one 
(Souls) that offers to trade with you, from 
whom all creatures receive their glory. | 
Yea, his Goodneſs anfwers his Greatneſs, arid 
ſweetly tempers his perſonal converſe for the 
encouragement of the meaneſt Soul, that hath 
occaſions with him: Greatneſs without Good- 
neſs, rather checks ' than relieves the hopes of 
thoſe that are beneath it ; but-ſuch is the ſweet- 
neſs of Chriſt's nature, as that his Glory doth 
but render his Goodneſs the more amiable ; and 
his Coodnefs repreſents his Glory the more 
 defirable; he values no man'by his own worth, 
nor deſpifes any for their low eſtate ; the.mean- 
eft-.Soul hath as eaſy acceſs to him, and as gra« 
cious a receprion,' as perſons of higheſt repu- 
tation with.men: / dwelt in. the high and holy 
place, with" bins alſa that ts Z a comrite. and 
humble | ſpirit, to revive the. ſpirit of the bun 
ble; and to revive the heart of- the contrite ones, 
Iſa. 57. 15. Heis of a ſweet and gracious. tem- 
per, of 'a free and generous ſpirit, good tp all, 
dpecially to thoſe that ſeek- him : this renders 
perfons defirable, who would :choofe to deal 
with men of ugly natures, and charliſh diſpo-. 
ſicions : affability and ſweetneſs do ftrongly® in-+ 
vite men to converſe with fuch ; and none 1 
to Jeſus for excellent goodneſs and loving kind- 
neſs, for pitty and bounty ;. goodneſs is his nas: 
ture, mercy his delight ; he takes plcaſtre in 
doing good ; none that trade with him, but he 
will ſee them to be the better for it. 1 . * 
He is alſo able as well as good ; Some men 
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have {excellent:natures, but ſtraitned capacities , 
they are willing to do good beyond their pow- 
er;;-but. it-is not-fo-with the -Saints friend ; He 
hath all power:in Heaven and Earth, Mat.28.18. 
atd:caty:d0>what-ever pleaſeth him ; he hath 
all;treatures -athis command; all: the treaſures 
of Heaven at his: diſpoſe ; he is infinitely rich, 
and hath all:thar good that Souls. can need or 
defire'; he hath goods of all -kinds to ſupply 
his Cuftomers with;;'it is. not ſo>with men, no 
Merchant 'can:furniſh his Traders | with every 
thing - they need 37 but-one ſells. this ware, ano- 
ther that ; ;here' men-ſail:to one, Countrey /for 
one Commodity;zand-to another 'Countrey for 
other: Wares z :they-ranſack: Nature's treaſures 
by:Sea and Land;borrow ſomerhing from every - 
Nation, that hath-.a: peculiar, excellency , to: 
make up their ſupplies, and furniſh:all their. oc-: 
caſions; and . pleaſures :..but'\the.: Lord ©: Jefus: 
hath. all that in. \ him , and + ac: bis. diſpoſe”, 
which you. need ;\> he - can ſupply: all your: 
wants, having all fulneſs 'dwellidg. -in.. him, 
Phil. 4: 19. He: hath that in him which your: 
Souls want, and the'command of) that: you need: 
for your Bodies alfo : He:can' give you the de-: 
ſires of your heart, Pſal. 37.4. He is able to 
L grace abound towards you, that you al-. 
r, having all-ſnfficiency in . all things, may 
pund in every good work, 2. Car. 9. 8. Here's: 
no:lefs than five Alls, that flow from .the abili- 
ty 'of.Chriſt to Believers ; All grace abounding 
i® them, All (ſufhciency enjoy'd by them, All 
ways, in All.things, for All good works : Did 
Souls but believe the all-ſufhciency of ns. 
t ey 


| 
J 
ſ 


'zs the beſt Trade. © 27 
they would not-ſo perplex their fpirits, when in 
wants, with, what ſhall I ear? -and with what 


ſhall I be clothed ? and how ſhall I get this? 


and the other mercy I want, when-all is offered 
to. Wiſdom's | Merchants freely'?; for godl inefs 
hath the promiſe of the life thatnow is, and: .of 
that which 1s to come ; and theſe promiſes are 
in the hand of Jeſus, for all that come to God 
by him :| All things are delivered' tome of / the 
Father, Matt. 11. 27, The Lord Jeſus is not on- 
ly able to' give. you all that you 'ask- according 
to his will, having all things. delivered ro him 
for that end ; but he can keep it- for you, and 
ſecure it to your uſe : / am perſwaded that he 
is able to keep that ' good thing I have committed 
to bim, againſt that day, 2 Tim. 1. 12. This all- 
{ufficiency of Chriſt, is argument. enough to 


 new-Covenant-federates, for a.calm and quiet 


dependance on him, and holy. walking before 
him, Gen. 17. I. "oY | 

And that which is exceeding pleaſing to Tra- 
ders alſo, he is faithful as well as—able; he is 
one of his word, that makes good all his pro- 
miſes to a tittle, to thoſe that by Faith deal 
with him: The holy; one of Iſrael cannot lic, or 
alter the word that is gone out of 'his month; 
hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it ? hath he ſpo- 
ken, and ſhall he not make it good ? Numv. 23.19. 
and Rev. I. 5. He is the faithfu] witneſs ;;fairi- 
ful is his name. And he rhat ſate &pon the Thratie 
was Called faithſul and true, Rev. 19. 11, And 
faithfulneſs is his nature,in compariſon of whom 
every man Is a liar : Let God be trace, and every 
man a liar, Rom, 3.4. If the Lord Jeſus were 
not 
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not faithfull ro his word and undertaking, the 
Father would not have truſted birt! wirt a}! rhe 
concerns of his glory and people it the world ; 
neither had he been a fic perfor for the Ele@t ro 
have commitred unto tim their ſouls, and alt 
that is. dear ro rhem : Men promiſe one thing 
and do anorhev ; affirm a thing that js noe, and 
this undoes many, the unfairhfulneſs of ehofe 
they deal with ; but it is not fo with Chriſt,yod 
may truſt on his fidelity ; Heaven and.” Earth 
ſhall ſooner fail, than one tirtle of al thae He 
-hath ſpoken : And therefore excellent is that 
Trade which is carried on with ſo excellent'd 
Jeſus. | 54.9 

Reaſ. 3. Thirdly, Weigh the terms on which 
this Trade is offered unto ſouls, and it will a 
pear to be incomparably the belt Trade. For to 
ſuch as will ſet upon this Trade, }-Y 

1 Gooas to 3rads' upon forall be freely given, - 

2 Wiſdome to manage them ſhait be "filly #6 

arted. TEES | | 

3 A bleſſing on the due'improvement of them 
ſhall be enſured. | 
4 To bim' ſhall the glory of all be renared. 


irſt, Wiſdome's wares are freely tendered-to 


all that will receive them; withour money, and 
without price: Come buy wine and mulh with- 
out money aud without price, Iſa. 55. T. To him 
that is a thirſt will I give to armk of the waters of 
life freely, Rev. 21. 6. Here Merchants cannot 
get. or put of goods at. that rate; there's no 
g0ing to the world's markets withour money 
or credit ; they that will have mens goods muſt 
pay for them, and many times have' deat bar- 
gains ; 
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gains ; but the Lord Jeſus imparts his\ treaſures 
freely. he paid .dear for, them, they coſt his 
heart blood, but he ſpares them freely ; no fil- 
yer or gold will paſs jn thoſe barga ns. S:zpen 
Magss had his offered gold, for the Holy Ghoſt, 
thrown back with deteſtarion and:deftruCtion to 
boot, 4t#s 8. 18, 19, 20. The terms on. which 
this trade Is driven are free ; . it cannor itand 
with the deſign of redemption grace. which is 
to advance the praiſe of the glory of grace, and 
to cut off all boaſting, that every mouth may be 
ſtopped; to admit of any thing from fallen man 
that might look like a compenſation of falva- 
tian mercies ; neither is there any thing beneath 
Chrift's merits, that can equalize the worth of 
heavenly things ; and alas what have they'to 
rt with who- have loſt themſelves? and to 
give to God, who have nothing but what they 
receive from him? It muſt needs therefore be 
altogether freely given, whatever is received 
in order to falvation : O bleſſed news to poor 
traders, that their poverty is no bar to this 
employment ; the pooreſt may receive of Wiſ-- 
dome's wares, as well as the rich, ſeeing ir is a 
free trade ; and whatever makes a difference on 
che creatures part, is laid aſide in the diſpenſation 
of ſpiritual mercies : Here are no Monopolies, 
or hard impoſitions upon this trade ; no re- 
ſtraine from ſerring up, or. ſelling our of Wiſ- 
dome's goods, in any parts of the world. Cities 
have their encloſureg, Corporations their bars 
ro keep out ſtrangers from their priviledges ; 
bur in this trade all perſons, be they who they 
witl that will come over to Wiſdome's Mer- 
chandiſe, 


% 
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chandiſe, have right to carry on this work of 
godlinefs in all places whereeyer they are. The 
heavenly trade 1s a free trade, goods freely gi- 
ven, and liberty ro ſet up in all places, and to 
all perſons. | 

Secondly, As goods to trade upon are freely 
given; ſo wifdome to manage them ſhall be 
fully imparted : ' This is a priviledge which ſel- 
lers on earth will not, afford; you may have 
their goods at their price, but not inſtructions 
how to diſpoſe them to: your advantage ; but 
tiis'great Merchant im Heaven, with his wares, 
gives skill to uſe them: 7 am the Lord thy God 
which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee 
by the way thou ſhouldeſt go, Iſa. 48. 17. If thou 
fetheſt her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as ſor 
hid treaſure, then ſhalt thou anderſtand the fear of 
the'Lord, and find the knowledge of God : For the 
Lord giveth wiſdome , out of his month cometh 
knowledge and underſtanding : He layeth up ſound 
Wiſdome for the righteons. Then ſhalt thou under- 
ſand t1ghteouſneſs, and judgement, and equity; yea 
every good path, Prov. 2. 4, 5,6, 9. The ſoul that 
feeketh for Wiſdome's wares, ſhall with it find 
inſtruction how -to- uſe them : - / will inſtratt 
thee, and teach thee in the way which thou ſhouldeſt 
go ; T will: guide thee with my eyes, Pſal. 32.8. 
He will be eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
{of 29. 15. The Lord Jeſus will find all in this 
teavenly trade, goods, and tools, and skill, and 
ſtrength, and all: Sxrely ſhall one ſay, in the 
Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 

"Thirdly, A Vleſſing on the due improvement 
of theſe ſhall be enſured to all his traders: The 
COIN way- 
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wa)faring man ſhall not erre, Iſa. 35. 8. ' His 
workmen ſhall:not labour in vain, 'T: Cor. 15.58. 
For his bleſſing 1s upon his people, Pſal. 3. 8. 73s 
ſhalt decree a thing, and it ſhall be eſtabliſhed umo 
thee, and the light ſhall ſhine. upon thy waies, Fob 
22.28. The book of the Law ſhall nor depart'out 
of thy month, but thou ſhalt meditate therein day 
and. tight, that thou mayeſt obſerve to do accord- 
ing to all that is written therein, (this is the hea- 
yenly trade, to fulfill after God, and ſuch ſhall 
roſper ;) for then-thou ſhalt make thy wa - 
509 6.4 rv thou ſhalt have good r & s +3 
I, 8, No Merchant will undertake 'to. make 
their . dealers proſperous ; they muſt trade: ac 
great uncertainties, and run the adventure as to- 
the iſſue of all : Bleſſings come not out of earth- 
ly ſhops, but from a divine hand, {et come what 
will in the way: ; Bleflings will furely come ar 
the end to thoſe that caſt out at Chriſt's bid- 
ing, and trade by his inſtruction in Wiſdome's 
Merchandiſe, let men curſe, ler devils vex, lec 
North-winds blow, and blow down too their 
earthly comforts, yet God will bleſs them thut 
fear him, every one, Pſal. 115. 13. He will bleſs 
them in life, and bleſs them in death ; and is 
not this good trading, to be ſure of bleſſings in 
the way, and bleſſedneſs at the end ? x Per. 1.9. 
Fourthly, Another Condition in this Trade is, 
That God ſhall have all the glory, but t 

that trade with and for him ſhall have all the 
good that comes-by it : This is the head Rent 
which the great Lord reſerves. to himſelf, and 
will not part with to another; Ay glory will 7 
- not give to another, 1[a, 48. 11, This 1s. his great 
| deſign 
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deſign in all the works of his hands, and gifts of 
graces that he may be glorified: The people ſball 

all righteors, the branch of my planting,the work 
of my hand, that I may be glorifi:d. This is God's 
great end in beſtowing redemption mercies, ro 
have all the glory to himſelf, 'who worketh all 
things after the counſ:l of his own will, that we 
Should be to the praiſe of bu glory, Epheſ. 1. 12. 
Chriſtians, the Rent muſt be the Lords, the fruir 
{hall be yours : Whoſo keepeth the fig-tree ſhall 
eat the fruit thereof, Prov. 27. 18. All the fweet- 
peſs of the Vine is for thoſe that poilcſs it, and 
the herbs of the earth for them bv whom it is 
drefied, Zug. 9. 13. Heb. 6.7. Tix righteous 
ſhall eat the frait of his doings, Tfa. 3. 1x0. The 
preſent comforts of holineſs are not mean; Great 
peace have they that love thy Law, and nothing 
' ſhalt offend thew, Pſal. 119. 165. Her waits are 
waies of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are peace. 
Religion is the moſt pleaſant trade ; no delights 
like thoſe that are in God, and fetch'd from 
him : God gives the world the bones, and keeps 
the marrow for his labourers ; the godly feed 
on the wheat, the wicked have but the bran z 
Jook whatever good, comfort, credit and hap- 
pineſs Religion can afford here, and to all eter- 
. nity, is-their part that trade upon it : Who plant- 
eth a Vineyard, and eateth not the fruit thereof, 
xr Cor. 7.4. | 

Reaf. 4. Laſtly, The Heavenly Trade muſt 
needs be rhe beſt trade, becauſe it is the moſt 
profitable trade : The advantage that comes by 
godlineſs, makes it the beſt employment in the 


werld, We uſe to ſay, three things make [44 
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ders rich, all which are found 'in the way of 
$0dlinefs-" 2 | FT on 
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1' Great 
2 Sure >Returns, 
«3 2h 


Now nothing tutns to more account” than a 
thorough ' purſuit of 'piery ; whatever 'men 
think, Religion is the mioft thriving way, 'ih re- 
hd of Ne 751 11h? GT ISR RD a9 
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Abundant<, Fruit Sof it. - ot 
_ Firſt, - Great returns wil foon 'make- traders 
rich, when the time and Jabobr they expend is 
abundantly * compenfated,, ahnd' the things they 
part with, bring'n far betrer * {© is with this 
eavenly trade ; there is.no proportion' in their 
adventures 'to' their returns : their duties are 
poor imperfet things ; when they have” done 
all, they gre/unprofrrable ſtrvants; bur their Te- 
ward is great ang'gorious; their aMiCtions Tight 
and, momentary, but the iflue, a far more ex- 
ceeding utid eternal weight of glory, Cor. 4.18. 
It's great profit indeed, when ſome weak works 
of faith; and labours of fore, a little patience; 
obedience and darv for a time, ſhall be reward- 
ed with-eternal reſt; pleaſure and glory : [there 
is nb equality between rhe race and price, this 
ſtriving and crowning, What's a cup of cold 
water; to ariver of pleafures'? a Crown of 
D thorns; 
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Tharns, to a Crown of Glory? the worlds 
rowns, to divine ſmiles ? conſcience-troubles, 
to:the conſolations of God? a few tears, fears, 
watchings, faintings,duties,afflictions, ro the joys 
of the Lord into whick they ſhall for ever enter? 
It's a great bargain to part with baſe things, 
for excellent ; beaſtly luſts, for the beauties of 
holineſs ; an unclean, for a clean heart ; vile af- 
fections, for vertuous diſpoſitions ; filthy rags, 
for fair garments ; - a body of death, for a ſpirit 
of life. To let go the world for God, fellow- 
ſhip with devils, for communion with Chriſt, 
to loſe guilt, and to gain righteouſneſs; to 
eſcape Hell, to obtain Heaven; this is great 
gain, To ſwap away old things, for new ; rot- 
ten things, for ſound ; hypocriſie, for fince- 
# rity; lyes, for truth; is a good bargain. To ex- 
.ehange empty things, for ſatisfying ; things that 
are.not, - for things that are ; goods that periſh 
with the uſing, for things that wax nor old; 
fading trifles, for eternal treaſures, is a thriving 
trade indeed; and ſuch are the incomes of this 
Heavenly Trade, they are incomparably great 
and excellent ; there's nothing mean, no low 
price goods, that Wiſdome's Merchants deal 
about ; all their riches are pleaſant. and pre- 
cious: By knowledge ſhall the chambers be filled 
with all precrous and pleaſant riches; precious 
faith, precious promiſes, the precious blood of 
Chriſt, precious thoughts of God, are ſome of 
this precious ſubſtance heayenly Traders meet 
with in the way of holineſs. Beſides, this pur- 
ſuit of godlineſs enters ſouls into an acquain- 
tance and converſe with God, and helps them © 
to 


—_ 
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to keep an entercourſe with Heaven; and to 
maintain a life above and beyond the reach of 
all others ; and is not this great advantage ? 

Religion alſo helps men to bleſſed experien- 
ces of the love, power, greatneſs and faithful- 
neſs of God ; and this conſtant employment a- 
bout heavenly things, makes the way pleaſant 
and delightful, and fills the foul with much con- 
tentment With its lot in the world, whatever the 
tryals, loſſes and ſufferings may be that they 
are expoſed to. Alſo the driving this Heavenly 
Trade ſecures the good and comfort of all their 
other intereſts, and ſweetens their portion, whe- 
ther more or leſs that Soverign pleaſure allots 
them in the world, bringing all their concerns 
under divine care and promiſe for their good, 
comfort and ſufficient ſupply in their 'paſlage 
home: And are not all theſe great returns ? 
enough to make the Heavenly Trade the great- 
eſt intereſt and advantage beyond all others in 
the world. 

Secondly, Sure returns make Traders rich : 
Merchants that drive gainful trades,count if one 
Adventure to two or three come ſafely home, 
they get well: but all regular Adventures in 
this Heavenly Trade are ſecured ; Their labour 
' ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor, 15. 58. 
not one of their ſincere attempts in the way of 
God ſhall miſcarry; never a pious duty loſt ; 
' all their ſowings to the ſpirit ſhal] ſurely ſpring 
up into a bleſled harveſt, Gal. 6. 6. Thomgh they 
fow in tears, yet they ſhall reap in joy Pſal. 126. 
5,6. Though they go forth weeping, yet if they 
bear precious ſeed, they ſhall doubtleſs come, 
D2- agam 
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againwith re joycing,bringing their ſheaves with 
them :- God is nor unrighteous to forger their work 
and laboar of love ſhewu towards his Name, Heb, 
6. 10. God is engaged in juſtice to ſee' the Ad- 
ventures of Believers:ſafely returned into their 
harbour ;/ he hath promiſed it, and cannot be 
unfaithful ; neither doth it conſiſt with his ho- 
nour, to'put Believers on an unprofitable ſer- 
vice :  He'never ſaid to the honſe: of Favob, Seek 
e me in vain, 1(a. 45. 19. Ingenuous men love 
ro ſee their ſervants thrive : Will Chriſt, think 
you, let his Jabourers'ibe loſers ? their- works 
fhall ſurely follow them into their reſt, Kev. 
I4. 13. - how ever they may be out of ſight in 
their paſſage rowards it, ſeeing God's Word lies 
at ſtake. for it. | | | 
The blood of Chriſt ſtands engaged alſo for 
the ſafe returns of the Sairits Adventures, that 
are according to the will of God ; their religi- 
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ous labours are patt of. the travel of his ſoul, 
which he muſt ſee ſecured, and they are the 
pleaſure: of the Lord, which muſt proſper in his 
hand, J/a.'53. 10, 11. He 1s become a Surety 
for them unto God,and a Surety for the Father 
unto them : By ſo mach was jeſus: made a Srrety 
of a better teſtament, Heb.7.22. The Covenant is 
called hert a Teſtament,zs relating to the Saints 
priviſedges and intereſts, which by that Cove- 
nant becomes due to them, and ſhall be ſurely 


made good to them upon the account of Chriſt's 


Suretiſhip for it ; He is the Surety of thjs Te- 
ſtam-:nt or Covenant, and every promiſe of it ; 
one of which is, That what they ſow to the 
Spirit, they ſhall reap in glory ; their-labour 


ſhall 
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fhall notbe m vain : and:tb make all the =_r 
miſes good, both. the condition and blefſing to 
the -foederates' of. this new=Covenanr, hath the 
Lord ſeſus hid down his precious Blood, which 
eannot be loft, Heb. 9. 15. butiit would be caſt 
away, could : Believers religions. duties. be In 
vain. 1. 
\. Another thing that ſcentes. the Sairits advan- 
rages by this heavenly Trade, is this ; that their 
trading is the work and product of his own 
Spirit ; their duties are his work : Thou haft 
wrought all our works in us, Iſa. 26. 22. It is 
Gcd that worketh in you to will and to do, aocor- 
ang'to his\ gpod bleafo re, Phil.2. 13. Not 'that 
we a7 fufficsant gf our ſelves to think any thing 
x onr ſelves, bar our ſufficiency is of God, 2 Col. 
5- . They \are his workmanſpps treated to. good 
le Ho h:2. 10. by whoſe influence they are _ 
xted, ard led by the Spirit of God, Row. 8.24 © 
So that. further than the ſpirir of the, Jiving 
creatures. move, their wheels cannot mavye, nor 
do: any ithing; graciouſly , further than their 
works are wrought of God,” and by God, oh. 
3.'2T. $0 that. Believers labours in this{!hedVen- 
ly Trade; areithe work of the eternal-:Spirit ; 
and 'ſhquld:'their wqrk:be” loft, the Spirit of 
God! would:labour in vain, _ his- work -caſt 
away ; which cannot be, Iſa. 4 Ty / Ry 
Laſtly. The Lord Jeſus 18 an | adventorer with 
therh, his Glory and: Kingdom is concern'd in 
this heavenly Trade z'when his Will -is done, 
bis Kingdom is come, Mar.6.16. and 1 Thc [-4-3- 
Holmes -is.his. will, and. a conformity 'to his 
Law, and he-is engag'd to the Father, for the 
D 3 Saints 
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'Saints holineſs and happineſs ; for their grace 
and glory ; As thoxi bf given him power over 
all flefh, that he ſhould give eternal life to as ma- 
” as thin baſt given him, fo. 17. 2, 12. The Fa- 
ther-hath put all Believers into the' hands of 
Chriſt, and intruſted him with their graces and 
glory, both which are included in eternal life : 
veri3; And this is life eternal, that they . might 
&row thee, &c. that is, this is the way ta life 
eternal, ' and the beginning of life eterna}, even 
the grace of Faith, and faving knowledg of 
God :.and this grace, as well as glory, is-put: 
into the. hand of Chriſt for Believers, to be 
kept for them ; and they are alſo: put into his 
hand, to be kept by him through it unto glory: 
and in purſuance of: this truſt, the Lord: Jeſus is 
engaged, to keephis people, their graces, and 
the 'reward of 'them, for them; that they be 
_ not loſt; the / advantages of this heavenly 
Trade, are ſecured to Believers: by:.the Lord 
Telus; his adventure with them, his truth, faiths 
fulneſs; and glory, is concern'd in-their ſafety : 
ſo thr their returns are not only great;butAure, 

Thirdly, Quick returns, if great, are greatly 
enriching :: Hence comes that -Proverb, that 
light gain makes a heavy purſe, it 'brings great 
cuſtom, and that occaſions quick returns: Now, 
no Trade brings quicker returns than the hea- 
vehaly Trade': Behold I come quickly, 'and my re- 
ward is with me, Rev; 22. 12. The Lord Jeſus 
not only makes good, but quick ' payment ; as 
ſoon as-the work-is done, he promiſeth ro make 
| ood his word: (Call pon me in the day of trou- 

0; and [ will deliver rhee, Pfal. go, IF. __ 
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the! Lord' Jeſus ſometimes pays before-hand : 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that before they call;' 
will anſwer ; and whiles they are ſprakin ", I will 
hear,1ſ.65.24.Men many times are forc'd t6 ſtay 
for their Mony and ſometimes loſe it at laſtz bet 
the Believers gain is not only ſure, but ſpeedy. 1 


Obj. What's the reaſon then, the people of God 
do complain of God's not hearing, and deferriug 
an —_ to their requeſts ? And why are Be- 

| Lievers adviſed to patience, and long-ſaffering, 
after they an one the. will of God , sf the 
return of ther Faith and Duties were ſo quick? | 
This 15.. the experience, and' complaint: of. rhe 
people of God in all ages, that God ſeem; nop to 
regard their Prayers, and t to. delay his coming. ts 
help them. go? 
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"Sol. x. Firſt, yet are the Saints returns quick; 
becauſe they are in due time ;- God never de- 
lays to-perform his word, when the Bellever 
hath need of it; in the needf.;] time of-tron- 
ble, he will ſurely hear ; My God ſhall ſupply all 
your wants, Phil. 4. 19. When once the Soul. 
comes to ſtand-in real want, then God will ſure-- 
ly pay him ; When the poor and needy ſ:ck water, 
and there is none, and their FONg ce faileth for 
thirſk, I-the Lord will hear them, Iſa. 40. 17. 
When once they come to be needy, SS God 
will with-hold no longer, but will help ; this he 
=__ promiled, 59 ſhall not want any good 
bing, Pal. 34. 1 
condly, If ol Lord do not pay preſently, 
he will give uſe for it, they hall loſe nothing 

Ts forbearance ; But when he comes, he will bring * 
| D 4 *y 
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his reward with hin, 1{4.,49/10; Notionly a rg-; 
werd. of ; his work done by them, bor'.a reward. 
of their patient. waiting: for. his-promiſes alfo;: 

their METCY / hall, bed much the - ſweeter, for! 
their want of it, and; waiting, fqr 1 if. O! how: 
welevine: are long- look'd for, MErEIFs, when; 
they come, then, is every mercy double ; God 
rriet ob Jong. by 'with-holding merey, bur ſee 
the end.of 79 5 God paid double for what he 
took, und 'with- held from him, ob 42: xo. Re- 
turns are ſure always the needful ahd Feafona- 
ble time ;ahd if God'delays, he will pay well 
for it. * $I 

"To which might add this 6); 4 Mary times 
Wiſdom's Merchants'are-the caufe' ot ke de- 
lays; by*their unfaichfbIneſs io their" trade; dr 
their unfitneſs for their returns : Fhe dilegtnt 
hasd makes rich,,, Prov. 10. 4. ,Souls'(that\ are 
aftive and. faithful .in. the whole, of ,Religion, 
ſhall | have no cauſe 70) complain of Gods. Back! 
PayMent: 

S0.much by way: of demonſtration. af hal 
Pp int, That the, Heavenly , Trade. 'is the .belk, 


Trade i. no) Merohangiſe like Wiklam's Mem 
chandie | Mile! *4rore 


F. 
N ow, to come to Go improvement \0 f rhe\Point. .\ 
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Firſt, If the "Wa: enly Trade be ji. bef&Tr tte, 
then it's ſtrange that {a..few do. {ft YP&A this 
Trade.; perſons: that-.,arc to- ,CNtFF, ypbn: ſome! 
court of life, and would faig live 3 in, the Wenld,' 
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are, willing 49:; take; the:beſt: Trade that is at- 
tainable by: them, if -tliey-canibur reach'ir; 'and 
have. wherewithal to! carry-itt on7 Who would 
(end his time ajnd, ſtrength-iw-low, ſordid" aid 
mechanick-ſervites, : which' canhot maintain, or 
eqrich him ; af a/brave; generous jahd wealthy: 
Calling did:offer.it felf,and. might be compaſſed7 
and yet ſuch-1s the folly of! moſt under” the 
Goſpel, who:ate ready toi chyofe'amy thing but 
Godlinelſs, and to :fall in withievery: prapoſal for 
thtir employment, rather than tb engage about 
the work of ;Salyation: Memare wiſe: in theiv 
neration, and: know lin other! things how to 
poſe the: beſt-bargains,/only 'in'the things! &f 
their Souls:are;faoliſh;:;and caniÞe >contene id 
purſue ſhadows, and* let! goothe ſubſtance 5 v6 
fay- out all their: defires , hopts' and JHbours 
abonrt a life that-periſheth, negte@ing''the vaſt 
eqncerns of | andther World;::and the! welfare of 
their immortals Sonls': Is norzrhis rv # Poor © 
Sinners, Jet me teafon a litrle with you; if/pe 
ble"to recover. your loft andenſtanding © eome} | 


yay) to:advenitute your *All, vibe. things that 
cannot abide with you whewoblained; horlfil 
tiely | you) if. they:r(fhay 2 (things! chav? can? balk 
bing you to your :Grave, andqatogmpany you? 
bbdies' to the [Houfe of Nborhing? arid theye 
trave you; unleſs /they; thew! you the wayee 
Hell alfo.-; 4s itibor-madnefs.routvenitureybiltt 
Souls for:aitrade;] pleaſures ahdaueafiires F765 


ſhort contingantey/ and !Intle atvdniert 2 tings 


that you will fhortly be as wearylof; as now: det 
firops ;\.and-throw'them''tothe Batg and (Moles 
ee de a 
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of the Earth, that you may go' into the Rocks 
to hide you: from'the fury of a Sin-avenging 
God? Will you ſpend all upon time, and lay 
up nothing for -eternity ? Or, :is it rational tg 
think that you ſhould reap where you never 
fowed, and pofleſs the benefit of that Trade 
you never drove 2. Gal. 6. 7, 8. Can you think 

eo reach Heaven hereafter, and-never walk one 

foot in the way+t0- it ' here ? Certainly, what 
men ſow, that they ſhall reap: Can you imagine 
the things of, Heaven to: be ſo:cheap, as to be 
had' without looking after ? Alas, things far in- 
feriour cannot : he {o- eaſily obrained ; \.it may 
coſt ſome of you many tuggings,: much ſweat, 
labour and expence- to get bur a little of this 
World ; and do: you think to find this tried 
Gold'without: buying, and digging for it ? and 

is. a wiſe bargain (think you): to- purchaſe 
your deſirable Comforts with the-loſs of yoor- 
Souls ? and that you may gain but a little of 
the;World, to part with a poſſibility of. having 
Heaven ? What will it prof you to get the World, 
(were you ſure of every part of :it)- and to loſs 
your Souls? AAat.' 16. 26. Andi what cif you 
miſs; of your ::hopes in this, and-fall ſhort of 
Heaven-too-2 never have what: you look*d 'for 
on Earth, nor a:place in Heaven neither; "will 
not. your: caſe be cthen .dreadfiil >: Ot foolifh 
Souls !: that may be happy,:but will-nor';z that 
may;get into-ſuch a courſe of life as woald em 
rich you here, atd.for ever ; but refuſe it, pres 
ferring a poor. beggatly life before a-rich - and! 
noble ſtate; chooſing rather to trade with De- 
yils 'than God ; to ſwap away: your dekghs! 

U 
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ful time, for doleful eternity ;-your ſalvation- 
izes;lwiniſh pleaſures. O ſad exchange for! ro 
bewailed, but not remedied : What? to 


barter away ſtrength for weakneſs ; deſires for. ». 


emptineſs ; labours for vanity.; hope for . de- 
ſpair ; precious ſouls for periſhing ſhadows ; 
an open door of grace for a ſhut door of glory; 
mercy for miſery ; earth for hell? O fools in. 
grain! to Jer go ſuch a bargain, as being had, 
would for ever make you; and being loſt, may 
never be regained ; but in the room of it, an 
eternity to repent your time of folly ; when 
| tears and cries will be too late, when merey 
ſhall have no repentings for yon, bowels them+ 
ſelves no roulings over you,nor everlaſting arms 
any help for you, ar. 25. 20. This is your 
danger, (Sinners,) this may be your caſe, who 
refuſe wiſdom's counſels, chooſing death rarher 
than life : you that would -have: none of Wiſs 
dom's wares, nor work ; but have rather va-”7 
Jacd the Devil's Counters, before Chriſt's Gold; 
and the pleaſures. of fin, thar are but for a ſea- 
fofi, before the treaſures of grace and glory, 
that are eternal ; walking after: the fleſh, -and 
ſerving divers lufts, till your trading timefor 
Heaven be almoſt over. Alas, © Sinners, there 
maybe, for aiy;thing you know, but few Mer- 
chandiſing hours left for you in this World 54 
'may be ſcarce a Sabbath more between ſome af 
you, and hell : in what a caſe then are you'like 
to be, who never ſet upon this heavenly Trade 
to this very day ? and ſhould'you now go-out 
-of this World ſtrangers to this employment, in 
what a doleful ſtate will your Soals be for _ 

when 
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when you come to poſſeſs' tht: &teriial fruir'sf 
your bad bargain, then conld'ady lay thejreary | 
ro Hell gates;and litten at your&rjes;they would 
hear ſuch Janguage-3s this fronpyonn trembling 
lips, Folly, 0s Woe, Woe, ws re 4 Mr 3 
+1 -+- 330 jt 
OY S E IL: 40 0h 
; 15a 
'Secondly, This calls; to | inagraink over: the 
great decales-of- this Heavenly: Trade, in the 
rimes and places: 'wherein werliye: Lofs/of 
Trade js caftly' reſented as an:evit>eade, ay murrtey 
of trouble. Men. ſe to be iffectod>wiith hand 
times, wherh death lies'on then intereſts, [|arll 
their earthly ;concerns.are ave Jols:;;and this it 
the-caſe of lmoſt mencthis dayzqrallptiess\are 
fll-of complamts :abour th6jeraffaity .-an:thie 
ydrild ;' there's; a moth in: mens: labours!:and 
dewlings; and ib r.&allly teen at ife}r; the = 
looks, and heardas tarriages obmany, do-pl 
Iv domopſttate aJeriſc of thelf timpotaliindſted, 
and thejt meluths yehr fuch-lagguage'r/7H4by bats 
+ ag oh and rbegttade- of. the-Nattorgonsd But 
!;\where! are:the moutners;df8rozy and wit 
i6aMitted atthe decaics'iof z0dlinefg;anddexih | 
-n1:this Heavenly: Traded: Thongh there! is:2d- 
thing more viſfolerandjamentable thanthe fat- 
ig back\in Religion yet who lairslit rothearb ? 
|, -— angh is rightly atie&ted with this: mporrant 
vid); ©; OG 
+2 Now towardsithe cure: of: this inſenfbche, 
andcto awaken-puri:hearts to 'a;due:apprehen» 
:,vencis of our: eyiÞ caſe, by reaſon: 0 the do- 
- Laies of godline(s ;-I ſhall of 0-8-2688 
[ x Lo 
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1 Lay dawn ſome ſymptomes evidencing / it to 
be. uxr\icaſe ,!that\rhere art veal great 
 decaigs of ebay! Heaocxdy (Trade 3n the 
-.. ram andplacrrs whereinwe live. "I 
..,i: 2 Shem mwhysbisſbould be, fora lamentation, 
ji by 47} | t,t F | _— 


... Firſt, That ztbis'/HeavenlyTradsigoes back 
and decaies, isdr eyident, -thavh&'is a-ſtranger 
in our //racl; and-hath' too mucly of a ſpirit un- 
concern'd in theſe-matters, who doth not plain- 
ly ſec Religion; aritthe powet efiGodlineſs/dy- 
ing and languiſhing in'moſt phaves ah perſons. 
Now the better to cvince this (aditruth, I ſhall 
proceed in a:plamn-and familiar method, keeping 
to:the metaphartimwthe text,and the uſual ſymp- 
tomes. of decay'd Trading. »Y 

- '$ix things uſually ſhew the decaies of earthly 
Trading, all which are conclufive of rhe point-in 
hand, and diſcover. bad times for- piety, and 
great waſtes of Religion. 102, 
Firſt, When the-price of things is much faPn, 
andthe rates very-low, and -goods'are worth 
liotle-or nothing z' then men ſay, it's bad trading: 
S$38:it'now in 'this'Heavenly Trade the rate 
and Value of divine things is much abated ; Wiſ- 
dow's goods ſeem little worth: to many : There 
was time. when Heavenly Wares were highly 
prized; the'W.ord\of God was precious to ſouls, 
far better to Saints: 'than thouſands: of gold and 
filver ; rhey could have parted. with all the 
world; to enjoy God in Ordinances: eſtate,eaſe, 


_cregit, were nothing to a:place in God's houſe x 
"aridione view ! of "his counrenance- was- better 


ghanlike: Oh how fiveet were the words » 
Pats Is 
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his mouth ? much ſweeter than the honey and 
honey-comb : Men could Jet their own ploughs 
ſand ſtill, to ſet their. hands to God's plough ; 
with Mary, they could neglect any buſineſs to : 
ſit at Chriſt's feet, Luke 10. 39. leave their ap- 
pointed food, and moſt pleaſant delicacies, for 
one Yraught of SanCtuary-waters ; yea but for 
one ſip of divine ſweetneſs, they could break 
their reſt, leave all for Chriſt's company ; bear 
frowns-, threatenings', loſſes, ſufferings, with 
wonderful eaſe, for ſome fellowſhip with God 
and his people z they would not loſe a praying 
or hearing hour, whatever it coſt them ; they 
would ftick at no hardſhips ; prite ſhould never 
break between Chriſt and them ; ſubſcribe any 
terms, and count it a cheap bargain too, if at 
any rate they might obtain grace, and ſome 
ſpiritual good to their ſouls. But alas! now the 
caſe is altered ; few will bid much for the pre- 
cious things of $:ox ; even tliey that could have 
placked out their eyes, and have given them to 
the Meſſengers of Chriſt, now think it tog'dear 
to pluck their hands out of their boſomes' to 
open the door to - Chriſt himſelf : Now: ſoul- 
priviledges are worth little: or nothing ; Ser- 
mons, ſociety of Saints are ſcarce counted worth 
the parting with a little time, eaſe, buſineſs, or 
friend, to enjoy them. A ſhop, a market, is 
better than the ſolemn Meeting with moſt : few 
can: ſtep over a ſtraw, and forbear ro gather a 
lictle ſtubble, rhough ir be to get the unſearch- 
-able treaſure ef Chriſt : This is the, ſad temper ' 
of moſt Profeſſours this day, . they have loſt. 
their eſtimation of Chriſt and ſpiritual things; 
| racy 
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they do not value (let men talk what they will) 
God, above the world ; Chriſt, above reſt ;-one 
day in his Courts, above a thouſand elſewhere ; 
his precious Word, above their appointed food: 
moſt think it more adviſeable to take ſeaſons 
for the world, than for Heaven ; rather to-baukk 
many Sermons, than loſe a little profit and 
portunity,though but of very ſmall advantage in 
the world: Men are full,and rich,and have goods 
enough ; they think they know enough already; 
have heard enough, prayed enough ; - they 
feel no want of, nor ſee worth in ſpiritual thi 
and therefore offer ſo little for ſoul-advantages 
and this beſpeaks manifeſtly the decay of this 
Heavenly Trade. T7 03 
Secondly, Fewneſs of buyers argues bad 
trading : Among men, when Chapmen are 
ſcarce, few take off any goods; wares lie '0n 
.mens hands, and will nor off; then men ſay, 
Trade is faPn : Thus it is in this Heavenly Trade; 
there are few buyers of Wiſdom's Wares; choice 
goods lie on ſellers hands, and will not offz may 
not the Lord Jeſus complain as formerly Wiſe 
dom did, Prov. 1. 24. 1 have called, and ye re- 
fuſed; I have ſtretched out my hands, and. no 
may regarded ; you have ſet at nought all my coun- 
fels, and wonld have none of my reproof. And as 
the Servants of God in the parable, Max. 11.17. 
We have piped unto you, and ye have net danced ; 
we have moxrned, and ye have not lamented. Mar- 
kets are full in many places; the Lord Jeſus 
hath much goods expoſed to ſale, and there are 
many Chapmen, but few buyers ; perſons come 
co Religious Aſſemblies and Sermons, as many 
| do 
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do-to Fairs, to ſet; and be ſeen; - to gaze on 
yoods, bur not #0 buy ; few will. take Chtift's 
wares 'on his own terms, and: come” up to the 
ſelling-price ; God; grace aftd- glory, are: tob 
dear for many mens- money; they'-like fottie 
s, : but rhe price is too high ; ſome <coult 
content to have Chrift ; but £6 deny: 
ſebyes, take up their Croſs, leave all,” and follow 
Chriſt; rhat they think is tos dear, and break 
for price, Mar.16.24. Heaven'is defirable ar ht, 
but the world t prefent;theyconld be conteritt 
gake Heaven in reverſion, when' the leaſe of 4-4 
worldly intereſts is expired ; ; and to receive; 
their. portion there, when all is-gone here ; but 
to trade above now, and tranſport their cart 
treaſures to Heaven, while they enjoy them on 
 earth;.rthat's roo- hard for them ; ſuch goods, 
duch overtures will not off ; perſons will not re- 
ceive'the Word 'of God'as the Word of God'; 
they will not take: 'threatnings' to fear them, 
warnings to regard them, promiſes'to believe 
them,'preceprs to obey them. May not moſt 
Mmiſters complain; Who hath belizved our re- 
port ? and to whom us the arm of the Lord reveal 
ea? I[a.53.T. Moſt like and commend fer- 
mons, but few receive amt obey them ; it's la- 
mentable to conſider how little of a'Sermon is 
carried away, remembred and praftifed: This 
Þ$ the fin of Profeſlours, and foe thar paſs for 
more than ordinary, and yet are guilty.of this 
carelcts, forgetful and unprofitable hearing; per- 
1ons entertain truths, as they do thetr acquain- 
tance; : when they meet them on the way,ſhake 
hands and embrace them ; be exceeding. glad to 


ther- 
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tee 


fie them, and. then bid. them.farewel ; that's rhe 
reaſon .the Lord Jeſus, carries back; my <> 


oods from: Markers ; his wares wyl.nat.o 
_ buy..not : . And LE. 1s alſo Ne Ei 
turns back their duties; he will. not feceive the 
goods of ſuch neither, and.this makes bad trad- 
ing for Heaven. ot <iarf tt ine guor;! 
Thirdly, Want of employment, is a fign of 
bad trading : .When Trade.is,gaod, every.man's 
hand is full of work ; but when men: are out of 
employment, and have norting, cos their hand 
to, but ſtand idle in. the ;Marker-place, this 
ſhews a decay of Trade ; Ang is. it not fo with 
Wiſdom's Labourers now? , Perſons profeſſing 
God were once. aCtive in., Religion, bur are 
now grown flothful in ſpirit ual bulineſs. , Where- 
are the works of faith, the Jabours of love, the 
fruits of the ſpirit among, Chriſtians this. day? 
who is fervent. in ſpirit? Epheſ.6.18. who ſtrives 
in prayer, watching thereunto with all perſeye- 
rance 2 7oh. 6. 27. where are .they. that #abour 
even unto wearineſs tor the bread thar-endures ? 
Heb. 12.1. running even unto; fainting, in the 
race that is ſet before them. 2? . Rev. 5, 15; Sery- 
ing God day and. night .in his Temple, , :and 
being diligent that they ,may, be' found gf him 
in, peace, 2 Per. 3.14. What Pharaoh charged 
on the Hebrews, when attepipting liberry, ts 
| ſerve God, may be with much more juſtice-re- 
flected on thoſe that profeſs to ſerve Godr; .and 
though they may, yet.do Dot : Te are {ule 36 

are -[dle,:. and. hence .it is. anens hearts ,go a 
whoring after the world, and the fleſh, with the © 
laſts thereof ;--ir is Yecaule rhey are. flothfu] in 
£4 ſpirits 
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ſpirit; a death- is upon their hearts, and th 
cauſerh rhe work of God to ceaſe, Neh. 4. 17... 
It is but little work moit *do for God this day; 
How cold, dead, forma), Nlighty, are many in du- 
ty, doing the work of *God deceitfully, rheir 
own conſciences being Judges ? fer: 45.10. few 
labour with: their hearrs before they come to 
hear, in hearing, and after hearing, to get ſome 
ſoul-good'by it : Men are uſually pleaſed with 
a'Lamp, thongh thefe be no oyl in it ; cannot 
be conrented without ſome duty , but well 
| ogy $ns Þare duty : To be nothing in Re- 
ion tronbles them ; but to- be ſomething, 
mMovzh never fo little, ſatisfierh them : and if 
rhis be Popery to reſt . in the work done, how 
many Papitts have we amongſt us this day? 
Certainly Profeffars are generally ' aſleep, or 
Nliimbering ; they do. their work ſo badly and 
hkeartiefly; cheir work falls out of their hand, as 
—— do from men aſleep; active for the 
world, 'as if they could never do enough ; but 
ſoor tyr'd in the work of God ; diſpatch but 
lirrle' of heavenly work from day-to day, from 
one Sabbath tb another ; Jittle hearr-ſearching, 
foul- watching work'is done; little in-door em- 
r__ is carried on ; 'the exerciſe of fairh, 
ope, humility, patience, zeal, ſelt-denial, ſeems 
a ſtranger to a great many this day ; not for 
want of occaſions or encouragements to work, 
(the Lord. is till calling upon his Labourers to 
make hafte) bur for want of hearts to work: 
this ſpiritual floth proves that the Heavenly 
Trade'is much loft. 
Fourthly, The poverty of Traders plainly 


[ # the beft Trae; tt 
"FF ters Tridingis riot good}: tea tHidecichd 
S MAor.hainrain the Tradet,) » burhe Mill 6668 Back; 
And becomes gpore; bores" 0: hg & i nor 
good: The thlogent ba 3'Yich, Prov. T6; 
When-rrading is [good "Traders -ofvally- theive, 
«td five 'weElPapon'iry but whet! they wa 
become-poot ,'! then trading detaies : 
with' Heavenly: Tradets, when rhty drive « Neo 
Trade for teaven they grow: rich ppae 't- 
wards God, ind'in-their own'ſouls-: Wiſ#6ns" s 
wares are-ſat-erifichiiig wor rh _ Pit ia bet- 
$& than igold; yea than fine wo! My - -FvInMe 
than choice - ſfuver, Prov. 8:29:: "Me actourir 
thoſe to be Ft who have mueb'6f gold and fil- 
ver.;] but 'Wiſdom's fruit is better than goldzind 
therefore muſt needs be enricing's they that 
have this gold: 'camiot be p60t {  Henee- it is 
Ghrift counfels Eaodicea' to uy of "Wim 46M 
zryed in the fire, that ſhe mig hrÞe rich, Few; 
3:7 -. But alas howpoor i in Nieuth are* © pdiſins 
penerally this day ! Therefore 1 fjaid, Sw" 1y fe 
are fioor, they are fool; fp, for they knew rot the 
Way of. of the Lord, wor the j ene of "her? God; « 
T*r. 5-4: Unctaintedne "witli The way of 
God, when inen ares wry wide fromReligion; ind 
loſe their- ſtriÞ and cloſe walking With God, 
#hey ſoon become poor arid fookth : And rhis Ss 
:the cal of matypevery where; they give a'tar- 
nal liberty to themſelves, andindulge a fretdotit 
to Walk after the fighir of their own eves, anf 
hot by rule; and white -rhis is; there is ſoul- 
poverty, * which 5 is r60 viſible in moſt this ay: 
Chriſtians, do bur obſerve vour own hearts ant 
Hhers, . and you will _ is ſpirifual rev f 
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eter. every-where.-: Little-thrjxifigs 
«kg a the: beſt; of Phong er the 
ges do little{ , mpre than keep: vpaname.;th 
[il the convey. but little quickenings: to-the 
ſoul 2+ ew of eligion, a a mer skeletun 
of. proſeſon, is the common fruit'vf -Ordinan- 
ces; in moſt places; whereas all. the while decaies 
are on the vitals of Chriſtianity; abatements in 
grace - r.every day, anda viſible alteyation 
m the whole frame, and internal vigour: of the 
ſoul, faith, love, humility, patience,;:ſelf-denyal, 
and every grace becomes weaker: every day; 
Former daies were better than now," Eccleſ. 7. Io, 


Speak Chriſtian, are not matters! worle with thy 


ſaul,.than-they Were ? and aJAIETNEntS SNP 
in every part. / 

There was a time when thy mind was beam'd 
over with” Divine Light ; - the Candle. of the 
Lord did ſhine in thy tabernacle-:: Thy eye was 
quick to. diſcern. good and evil ; thou couldeſt 
once ſee:an excelſlency in the knowledge of 
. Chriſt ; O how- choice were ſermons! privi- 
ledges were to thee .the uncasking of Jewels, 
and--the opening of hidden glory ;; thou -did'ft 
dwell in the Land'of Viſions, and ſtill fome new 
diſcoveries of light and grace did. meet thee in 
thy affeRionate attendance -upon God. + But 
now it is not ſoz thy - Candle. burns dimly, 
and thy right eye is darkened ;; now;thou 'ſeeſt 
bur little beauty jn grace, or.defireableneſs in 
truth : - things under thy feet th'other,, day, that 
ſeem'd nothing compar'd - with ' Chriſt ; now 
through the multiplying-glaſs -of thy deceived 
mind, ſcem great na lovely, - - 


Formerly 
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Formerly thy:affettions. were and live-, 
ly after God,. hisword: andj ways 3-0 ! how. 
precious were-his appointed-Feaſts, and has. Tas. 
bernacles, qr thay » Rs iO. t-in, apr. 

Ik-of Ions 


verſes, and, gon and pub 
thou couldſt, weep. over fin, 
prayers with. tears,and find;tþ hear burn" 
10 thee while Ghriſt was. {| ho: nd me, ed. 
under. the, warm beams. of+ oi. rs 1 
alag, now. it.,is-not ſoz now; thy raffeftipns) 
dead, thy heart as cold asa Raney all jg - 
thou art. ſpeaking. to-God in. Frpyers, or.;C 
ſprang £9:4HPP..; in- his Worg ,, thou: £ 
mare; favour; in Ordinances, Duties, and, Chr. 
ary Gonverics, than, in-the- white, of an. 
76h, 6; 16,7; T hay; findeſt not that delight in £ 
as formerly, and: the. night. of thy, pleaſure. NON 
turned to - fear unto thee, Iſa. 21. 4. This is; 
Squl-povertys ;' F- #15575 

: Again, phere,was a time ; alf , when thy Www, 
like: whe great Wheel in the C lock, "copld mov 
regularly after God ; thou couldſt chooſe . i, 
fon ;fiy, chiefeſt, intereſt, and Chriſt for thy. only: 

trealure z ppeferring an . intereſt in him .above 
ten thoufgnd Worlds : thoy copldſt have yored. 
for communion with God, babee thy meat and: 
drink ; and one hours | fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
beyaod all rhe deljghrs on Earth 3 thou couldft: 
chooſe the; things thar-pleaſe God, and deny 
thy.ovn. pleafure, to give content to him : thou; 
<puhit. onge ſick to thy oF choice, and gb 
rac 
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trouble, and ſleep while the arrows: of ' the 
Lord's wrath flie about its ears ; it can; let go 
mercies Without regarding, and truths to, paſs 
away | Without entertainment : this 18 Soul- 
poverty. ... 
This thou can'ſt ſay too, there was formerly 
an aQtivity-in thy Soul for Gag, and the: 
of thy. heart was ſtrong, and it ſet every! ns 
a going : thou couldſt run, and not be: weary 
walk, and not be faint: no religious duty was 
tireſome to thee ; no commands of God-were 
grievous, > 5-4 5- 3- no journeys ſcem'dlong 
that led to God, nor Sermons tedious that VE 
of God: thy ſpirit was all life, when in 
. company, and. work : did any. ſay, Cs 
go up..to. the, mountain, of. rhe houſe II 
Lord, Zech.. 8,21, thou wouldſt fay, T 1 
go alſo: If God did bur ſay, Seek thou my face, 
Pſal. 27. 8. thy heart would preſently anfwer, 
thy face, Lord, ' will I feek,r- But now a 
neſs ſeizeth upnn thee, and {lothfulneſs gathers 
in over thy whole Soul-: thou art ſoon weary 
of well-doing, and canſt not hold opt with God 
in conflicts and difficulties, as heretofore : thop | 
art not. o;diJigent to prepare thy meat in Sum- 
mtr, Prov,:30-25. n0r to.Jay; in provifion-for 
2:Winter. ſpending-ſeafon. : thou-turneſt, 0n 
bed as a- door on its hinges , and-takeſt; 13 
with. .thy'heart a converſation : thou G 
:loſeſt many.an opportunity ,48d MATINEY, _ 
thy Soul[ebrough thy dtadneſs and indiſj 
:tor ghod-> works; And doth: not; this-i clheak. 
oct. POVerty F. $1063. 
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56 The Heavenly Trade 
" Thete are decays and poverty in"thy life al- 
ſo, as' well as ſpirif :: how unprofitable” is now 
ri converſation,” to/what it was? -there-was a 
p ithe when thy bow-did- abide in ſtrength; thy 
fe did diſperſe knowledg, Prov.15.7. thy ſteps 
*rop fatneſs :/it was good to be'in thy com- 
pany few 'came . from''thee but were better'd. 
lag? now, how dwindling is thy light? 
how 2Jenie and ſapleſs is, thy converſe ? thy 
eomnpaiy little lovely; thy communications lir- 
"V6 profitable; thy words eat as doth'a Canker, 
ir'ſears'as a hor” Ttbri, and: deadens thoſe that 
bar” ty thy breath freezes all that come near 
S wh hy it, fo unprofitable a burden is 
x $edgwick's thy - company. We turn all Re- 
rhe gr a Non rich _ ) imto a-diſcourſe, 
bir ory $uf 2 Eefiſui'e of di ſpmte : We can eat, 
5981 Trl * and avink,, ep ralk,: and fin as 
Fedy2® This is a ſad-caſe indeed, and beſpeaks 
free decays of godlineſs, 'when perſons be- 
m6 more poor; and - -imporenit in their Souls, 
boy Pifilily, Small adventures in Traders, do-uſu- 
atly beſpeak bad Trading 3 when.times are hard, 
/Goods go not off, Sellers buy bur little, and 
tive 'a-leſs' Trade: when ' improveinents fail; 
av loath-t6 adventure the-principa), but 
bihvg contraQ'their Tradeyiard-leften their 
rigs. 'So 'tis in-this ſpiriraal Trade, when 
4 beg in to deeay in it, and Trading is'bad, 
"vp theif: Trade, and Jay out Jeſs of 
their heart and [ freigeh about it; lictle of rheir 
Soul? goes' out after God; *and-- thhigh above; 
they cannot advetittre for. Godjts Pers nor 
ſpare time for PEAFETNcaringr ding, holy COn- 
ference, 
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ference, as vfACEThey: could ;; the ſtream of their 
affetions begins #d'run' anorher way; now 
are all for 'the-world, ſelf, and vanity ; bu 
and intereſt eats. up all their time z-or at leaft, 
they ſay. to':Chbift, as David' did to Aſephibe- 
Jreth, (Thou'und Zibah divide the Land ; z) So, 
thou and the world; thou and: pleaſures, thoa 
and: reputation divide my: heart, time. aid 
Airength : this is ro0 evident; God: Hhath norſo 
much- of mens hearts, defires, love, delight, 
faith, hope, zeal, as heretofore : tis ſow waters 
al} the year long with many ; notheart todu+- 
ry, as the Prophet complains ; Whoredom. aig 
'Wine take away the heart, Hef. 4 [I1, So\luſt, 
Norh, the world; and ſelf, rake Ltd the:heart:; 
few breathings after God, when abſent /z/ or de- 
light, when preſent ; indiſpoſed. ro duty;: cold, 
-formal im duty! ;: pot. off God with/adything;; 
Apeprthe beft' of the flock; the prime: of their 
"vengeh for themſelves and the world; and turn 
off the Lord with-a corrupt .thing,'the] reſidue 
; of their waſted affections and DJength, ae. 
4P/'T 0. int 1:95:11 77 | 
*-- Sixthly, Breaking ſhews:> bad Trading; when 
{men can hold'ivno longer; » buv'are.»forcd::;to 
it over; they go back, and! veatters ſo faſt, that 
kit they: nt:up. ſhop; | and -are:gore, -. The 
'ximes we live! in are a manifeſt inftance of. this 
' truth ; men. breaking ever and anon, now-ore, 
»then another'; declares plamily' Trading' is! bad. 
And thus*ris with Witdom's:; Merchants, this 
'\ddy ; how-many that have driven a braye 4rade 
[of Profeſſion; made a great ſhew :of Religion, 
-were famous in their generation for Ports agd * 
ods cem-y 
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ſeeming Picty'; but: are now tome to:nothing, 
fallen-and gohe ; great.apoſtaſics from the 
truth, 12d 'Abipwriacks of Faith--and, Conſcience 
can'theie lacerimes ſpeak of 1; Men thar: ſeem'd 
Iike' Stars, to give a blaze for::@./while, and:then 
zubn'd: to falling Meteors atfſt:..or, with: zhe 
Sun; that: viſech'-in a ſplendour; and [ſets ini a 
cjoud:*:The viſible-apoſtacy,) aud igroſs dehaur 
chevy [of:nienprofeſſing God! in-'theſt Javrer 
Jiimes;/is great ;* but-the ſecret degeneracy; and 
HSackſſidings. of: beart, axe much more; many 
Sreak, bur more do warp: *Tis far eafjer-th ob- 
Yerve,.than to be-affeted with!-mrgs- great de- 
Henfigns: in.;Religion z ſome in. principle,. but 
anoft:.inmprattce;;> Jome with. the fallen: Angels 
Save left rheir dhabication; and fallen/from!' their 
Hi ſtzre'y orhers-faulter; 3n their: profeſſed, 
22d are/Galleini im dbeir ſtation :: fome withrſtor- 
092 winds:arq fhkken down; others fully: ripe, 
936d gotten':007 this [/height! af their profefiion, 
Foofen by degrees, and: 'dvopri away : ſme fall 
dm .the Tree, lothers: rot. .where:: they: hang ; 
ſome trees have loſt their fruit, others their 
[very leaves; indarcberome: twiceidead ; where 
"ar youtcaftryoud eye,-and not {ce'fallings away 
het From!Failyor, faithfulnefs2 Men tak&up 
*hdtionz}cand1as bafily;leaverrhedn 57 moſt! build 
?Wpolrhe:fiſhd, Ncdle rootings ini the; troth : hbw 
Xly/367 to dfaw men from chein:ropinions ? 
.hidieiſtedfatiricſy/m love -: how ſoon doth» he 
£NRboursthierwof: ceaſe? a lirthe arouble thakes 
2td21k© $60 their'profefſiod; ochers:: ddſe their 
«'Rriftnds:m Relipion; and>igrow:afioce;necmils 
band: lame in:dury;leaving rhiewi firſt; love; 00 
X | cigie 
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doſe walks with Oo or devying :are nor theſs m_ 
rganifeſt ſpropromes 0 
he who 6pm men read, 'and ifee Np the Ayo 
venly-/Trade is almoſt cogre"t$ nothing dtis 
day ? in 0% 15 1 177707Þ 916 
' 2 And thivie. cauſe of nivardi; and fo) be 
greatly 1aid to Heart; | who can {ee theſe 
and-nor be affected :'If rhere0Be any quick'N&H; 
how can'”it)batibleed? 'if any waters are" le; 
ſurely our:eyiesſhoold rundows Tears, arid we 
pour our: watersin' Miſpab before he” Lord 
pms Ce. for waſting; ' gaſping "piery;'thar.1s 
—_— ay += rv ghoſt hun dter this Fed 
venly Tra 


cats, ' 1-2! FITS 

Firſt; /Therwis 2: growing a bevirent 
God and ſachſqils *' While 'Trade is kepL 8p 
| mibng men; there-is: mack” aoquaintarice;'!e 
verſe and'nitimacy berween ther; | there" FE 
ever 'andgnon"\occaſſons> of: writings meer 
and. diſcourſes while trading dolls, ' but wh 
once thar j&let dawn; thencommimior cexfethy 
rhey'! haves lirrte: Buſineſs one 5t0 Worhes ON 
more fetrers paſs} or viſies'g}vens ſcldoiie' Re 
eneiarorher;anlſoat py of acquaint 
rince with each other : Mts "ris wn 

6dd'and:ſdufs33when'ioneelthis Heavenly Tride 
ipler. dovwny! © fftangenets beaing berween God 
and rhemynthey' prec eldomertodhisies Y; 
neicher are2teteſich erquiries after God HEL 
fote": [Ther#fs" howe that callerhwpo) thy DV hinsd, 
iliet firrerh vp bonnſelſ"to it dhe hold of thee for” 
thou pda bo. tn fact from #95 avid haſt conſume 

frunge 29.06 . ngguits65y ſa bp7. They were 

ſtrange T0! 
o they 


they-.did-nap \call upon him as | 


£ "Ml 


"Godard fackwhoonghtt this Heavenly Fradey | 
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they: uſe to-do 5-and:if they» did; /ir wi in ſuch: 
a general; cold way,-thar ic fignifiedditde ; they: 


did not: take hold-of him { The- word ftpnitieth;] 


Thica)tald withwnll-heir frength, as nien do that; 


are drowning. that will-not let go what they; 
hald,; it fignifits:alſo: (ſacs a:Learned Critich ) 
no&onely 20 hold:a-thidg, bur @ſttr add faſter ro; 
waxiſtzong.intheltolding it:: Buf:ghs they did: 
not fo take bold af God, ds fiidrwhorwere like! 
to,periſh withouthin:;: Theyſ\did/not ſtir up} 
themſelves 1 They did\not wakem and rouze up 
6) 8hemſelves 2:(45:ther: word: imparts) . They: 
Viene grown more 7em iſs:wn-daty githey did not 
ſtrive with God for help as they.glidzbAnd God 
95 Grange to then he hid-his fiicerfetn them; 
he concealed huviſels}; that he rhighrioot be. 
Gy3he-word Ggnifics) he: ſeemsor as; care for 
their: pgmpany 3:1 /This:made--1he: Prophet: ory 
TY Shauldefſh row be. anaſtranget nin: tn 

, 1d as 4,\v4h faring mani; 'who:ternerh' 'afode; 
1 $873) buti far; meght:? Fer. 1:4 8:\Stldome vis 
Hts, and hor t Hayes, ſhews ſtravgeheſs$ irl the 
tithes! heenintimages aneife ris\behtwaen 


kae-Lprd {dame  $iifes : them; trop hath ſack 
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tO enjQ God : Neither s.it otely the-prefene 
want of Ggd--is their ſuffering ; /: bur by crhis 
means they are in danger of  Joſing -him-gbite': 
The Lord «4-mith;y0u while you are with him ;"and 
if you ſeek, hin, he-will be found of you. ; but. if you 
forſake him," he, well forſakg you: 2 Chron; 15-2. 
Hence, the; Propher,'.when he! apprehended a 
change in God's .carriapge; towards; fried; the 
next thing-he fears, is his, departure from them; 
he no ſooner complains of God's ſtrangenefs,bur 
preſently, praies;; Leave us not; Fer. 14:97 When 
once it came £0 a'ſtraitening,: and loathing: be- 
tween God and:his people; irhen terrible judg- 
-ments follow'; Ay ſoxlloathed them, avditheir 
ſoul abhorredgte; Zach. 11. 8, 9, *Tis»in the 
-Original,, My ſoul was ſtraitened in them: God's 
'heart-was, not, towards -them as; formerly ;; he 
.could not-'bear-with' theny as formerly And 
'then, 7 will not feed them, that -that dies,let it dit, 
and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off 5 he 
-matters- not what becomes of them: Do.bur 
think in what a caſe are ſuch. a; people: This 
ſhould be for a lamentatign./ . | 

. . Secondly, Soul-poverty, and waſtings of their- 
ſpiritual intereits, do uſually attend negle& of 
this Heavenly Trading. When men come to 
> ng upon the ſtock, and have no comings in, 
they muſt needs waſte apace :- So it is where 
trading for Heaven is neglected ; ſuch have no 
recruits of their waſted graces,” nor- ſupplies. of 
their impoyerithed ſouls, when the fountain'is 


ſhut up, (all communication of grace with= =; 
held ; no;efercourſe berween God and them:y F 


ive their goods, -nor inipar3His*+ 
trea- 
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62 The Heavenly Trade 
; bur all waies of relief are blocked 
then muſt needs waſte apace' in ſpiritua y 
mate poorerievery day.' The way to be 
rich, is:to have ſtore of Chriſt's tryed gold : / 
counſel thee to buy of me gold tryed. in the Gre that 
—— ae rich, Rev. 3.18, Laodicea was 
becauſe: ſhe wanted Chriſt's tryed 'gold, 
the teal graces:of his Spirit ; and this ſhe Joſt 
-by Tetring down her” Sp ritual Trade”; the did 
not buy of Chriſt ;' the did not Tome to, .and 
deal /wieh Chriſt in hisgwn waies, and upon his 
-OWN.TETINS, and that made her poor-: Ando 
tis: with every ſout that negleCts this Heavenly 
"Trade ;he ſoon comes to know what ſoul-wants 
are : Once ler-down a life in godlineſs, and pre- 
ſentty-poor m graces, poor in experiences, pooe 
in comforts, poor in hopes, want ftrength, and 
want peace, fare hard, lodge 'badly, caſt out 
Ffom among men ; as Job deſcribes poor -and 
mean perſons : Who cut up mallows by the _— 
iaxid Funiper roots for their meat, fob 30. 4 Foe 
Very mean fare ; lirtle es or nouri 
food ; bitter and ſalt herbs : ſome 
'Nerba 4ntaras take them for nettles, poor food ; 
| O34, Merc. and'yerthe uſual feeding, in choſe 
parts, of thoſe that 'were low in 
the world ; neither was their lodging berter : 
-Theyidwele in the clefts of the 'Valley, in caves bf 
ctbe Earth, ..and in the Rocks + Suitable alfo was 
their reputation. z They were driven from ow 
2men,/ they. cried after them, as afrer a thief. 
-is:the-condition of poor perſons full 0 ho 
:and:meanly eſteemed ; and fo *tis with ſuch 8s 
"Ea in.their feav enly Trade z they have = 
- tnew 
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their (meet morſels,' and Mmarrowy:.birs ; rheie 
pleaſant fare, and ſoul-refrefhments they once 

had, 'and feed on dry bones, und —_— Ordi- 
nances : They are not' maintain d:utthat ratof 
comfort and experience. they:oncer had : 'T 
have hard lodging alſo ; loſe rhatſweer reſt 
peace they ſometimes found "in Chriſt, anda 
their ſincere walkings after hin :FaPn in 
ration too ; neither God, nor! good men think 
ſo well of them as once they did.” 'This' is the 
caſe of ſuch as fall back in Religioty | they {608 
fall into ſuch poverty, and ſpiritual wanrs'come 
ppon them, as armed men : 7s the fulneſs of their 
ſufficiency they are in ſtraits, "Prov. 24. 34- Fob 
20. 22. And this is cauſe of movraing 4" want 
and poverty do fill men with rrouble, perplexi- 
ty and grief”: 'Oh the diſtraftions and di 
thoughts that ſtraits commonly beger ! and-ny 
ſtrairs like to ſoul-ſtraits ; Chriſtians, you your 
{ves be my Judg ges. 

Thirdly, Negle&t of Trading for Heaven will 
blaſt all orher Tradirſs, and breed a moth to 
conſume even your temporal ſubſtance : When 
1fract began to ler down their Heavenly Trade, 
and to mind their own concerns and houſes 
above God's, preſently God blaſts their rempo- 
ral intereſts; he makes holes in their money- 
bags, and blows vpon their encreaſe ; All-rheir 
tuggings in the world (with neglect of God-and 
tits Worſhip?) came to nothing; they ſowed 
mach, and it brought 'in little; looked for 
much, and it came to lirtle ; wrought. hard,carh- 
ed great wages, Jaid up money, 'bar it fell our 
again, through ſome -ſecret hole in their ins 
whic 
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which. divine.jealovfic opened, conſuming their 
ſabſtance; to Jet them know, that men may 
make more haſte that good:ſpeed; and they that 

#®yeckon without God, muſt reckon twice, And 
may. not this-be: one: thing that cuts this Nation | 
ſhort-in their) Qutward intereſt this day,beeauſe 
they have forſaken God, negletted his ſerviee, 

, © 12--.+ loſt the power: of godlineſs 2; certainly though 
'] «.<"" »+ outward proſperity. be no. token of God's fa- 
+ © - 2 Four, nor. any Goſpel-promiſe to his people; yet 
when the Lord does fight againſt a people by 
ſucceihve rebukes, and ſend in a ſecret mildew, 

waſting and conſumption on their intereſts, and 
this becomes general and national}, it ſhews diſ- 
pleaſure in'God; and ſhould'be 'lajd to heart ; 
the want of 'which is ſer forth as an additional] 
aggravationto ſuch a peoples ſin:: Who gave 
Zacob for 8 ſpozh, and Iſrael to the robbers ? did 
wot be; againſt whom we have ſinned ? for they 
world not walk in his waies,” neither were they 
obedient wnth his Laws : Therefore he poxred upon 
hin the fury of his anger ,attd the ſtrength of battth, 
and hath 7.4 him on fire round about , yet he knew 
not, and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart, 
Tſe; 42. 24,25. It was the not walking in 'the 

way:;of God, neglect of obedience and practical 

holineſs, a letting down the Heayenly Trade 
that-broughr thoſe ruining judgments on Iſrael; 

lofſes on their interefts, v:7ſ. 21, They were 

robbed and ſpoiled, firing their houſes, ver/. 25. 

Tt hath ſet 'him on fire round, it burned him. Now 
inthis.miſcrable. caſe there. .,was yet a greater 
Judgement on'them, a ſtrange ſtupefaction and 

, inſenſibleneſs of ſpirit ; they did not ſee God's 
Folie anger. 
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anger in it,yet, Yer he knew it not;(viz.) Warner 
It. came,.,and. who .did a}. this.z. they looked tg 
Chaldeans, and enemies, bur "twas, God did itz 
and yet:they laid it.not;to. hearr } they were not - 
rightly. atfected ; with all theſe; defolations, and 
their near approach to.ruine::... And is not this 
our caſe? God hath warned us by his Word 
this many. years, threatened-us by prodigious 
ſigns in Heaven: and Earth, begun to execute 
them already, by Plague,Sword and Fire,dread- 
ful waſtes in the great City, and many other 

laces, to the undoing of many families, made a 

reach-upon the Trade of;the Nation,to, the jm- 
poveriſhing of the whole Land ; and, yet weare 
as inſenſible as. Pharaoh and the Egyptians were, 
as if the Lord had ſent the ſpirit of ſlumber upon 
us; impoveriſhed, yet feel it not : This ſhould 
be for a lamentation. mw -— 4% aro 
- Fourthly, The decay of this Heavenly.Trade; 
if not cured, is the ready, and certain way to 
raine : The 4c ſrruttion of the poor u5 poverty, Fi rov. 
Io. I5.. Mens poverty fills them with' eonſter- 
nation and dejecting fears, and does alſo expoſe 
them.to many evils, and take down their exter- 
nal defence from injuries, being made a,prey.to 
their oppreſſours. The rich, man's wealth. his 
ſtrong City, Prov. 18. 1x. Rich men protect 
themſelves from injuries.;, their riches, are Ad- 
vocates for them to men ; but poor men lye 
open to all invaſions; when men. grow 'poor 
every mail treads upon them? So is it wheri the 
Heavenly Trade decaies,and ſoul-poverty ſprings 
out of its rume-; then deſtruction makes haſte 
to ſuch-places and perſohs': For this the-Lord 
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f ' threatens to. take the Kingdom 'from a 
Ppt becanſe rhey hring not forth' the fruit of 
ah, 21.43. they did not render to God 
WA front of, all his*'drefſings' and waitings-on 
- **. ther: Birrenneſs and decaies in, Religion un- 
* Chred, are a certain forerunner of Deſvlation, 
Tue: X3-7,9., 
_ **Before the Lord'brought in that cruel Na- 
rion, "the: Vandals on Africa ; the Chriſtians .in' 
Sg were' much degenerated from their for- 


'Purity (as Salvian complains)and the power 

o4Jineſs -was much' decayed; he tells us, 
< Bad nothing left bur the narne of Chriſtia- 
nity, 0 which their converſation was' moſt un- 
hke. (a) What us it ( ſaith he) ro pleaſe ozr ſelves 
with the name of Chriſtian, when the very name 
does greaten our guilt, in that we are ſo unlike to 
it { Befer- the Maſſacre at Paris (faith Mr. Cierh 
Im his Martyrol.) 2h a general ſtupidity ſeize 
pon the Proteſtants, that their minds were v 
Wavering, and few there were that ſhewed them- 
ſelves zealouſly bent to Religion ; but all;both'great 
and ſmall, were intent xpox worldly matters, Frrd | 
. "3 $i) YT OL) %S For rt. + 
ing to themſelves yoodly Caſtles in the air.” It was' 
obſerved by fome, that before, the change of 
Religion and Martyrdom in Queen Mary's daies, 
there” was-, great unprofitableneſs' under the. 
Means of Grate. What the iffues of theſe great 
decaies in Religion may be amongſt us,we know 
not ; but ſuch ſymptomes'have vſtally foregone 


(a) Qrideſtiin quo nobs de Chriſtiano- nomnine blandia« 
mur? Cum utique hoc ipfo. m 
res ſimus qui a ſanto nomine. 
bern- lib. 3. pag. 95. +, 


| 2 er.nomen /acratijumum 
crepanus, Salvi. de Gu» 


great 


» 


\ 
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great changes, and ſevere ſtroaks, on ſuch, per- 
{ons and places. : And.is not this matter of Ja- 
mentation ? Phyſitians uſe to cure a Lerhargy 


by a Fever ; © the one hath been our diſcaſe;; 
that the other, if no means elſe will do; maybe . . 
our Cure. Aa SIDES» 


Fifthly, At the beſt decaies in this, Heavenly 
Trade will render the Traders account heavy in 
the day- of Clift. Into what ſtraits dit. the 
ſenſe of an abuſed truſt put the Prodigal Ste- 
ward, Lake 16. 13. ? He had been unfaithful. int 
his place, waſted his Maſters goods, and iow 
was in danger of being turned out; a by aps, 
was call'd for, and he unable to. render it; and 
in perplexing thoughts how to give in his ac- 
counts, and to ſecure his future welfare :,And * 
this will. be the caſe of ſuch asare negligent and 
unfairhful in their Heavenly Trade ; it will ex- 
poſe them to foul-trouble one day, how to 
anſwer it before God : Firſt or laſt God will cal 
for an account how his goods have 'been im- 
proved : He hath given you a ſtock to trade up- 
on for him: Light, Grace, Parts, Capacities; 
Goſpel-priviledges ard Opportunities; MISTY 
Peace, Experiences, with'many mercies and af- 
flictions, which arc all your Lord's goods; aid. 
muſt be accounted -for ; upon the paſſitig; of 
which depends your eternal ſtate, or miuch of 
your ſoul's peace: The Lord Jeſus hath a double 
audit, or accounting with his fervants :_ In this 
life in the Court of Conſcience; and in the Judg- 
tment-Day at the bar of God: In the firſt your 
preſent peace and ſoul comfort is much &on- 
cerned; 'and' your Eternal. welfare-in the Jaft.: 
DR OTOet 5, © 900. ES --" --  o_— 
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AJas ! ' how will you anſwer conſcience now 
when that book is opened, ant! the Lord Jeſus 
brings in his bill of ſo many mercies expended, 

with skill and capacity to improve them ; and 
ſuch a charge of debt iſfuing thence : So much 
due for. ſuch goods, and for other wares; for 
Sermons, Sacraments,Graces,Comforts,Frames, 

Prayer Returns, Gracious Providences and Pro- 
reftions ; ſo many perſonal mercies, ſo many 
family mercies, ſo many bodily mercies, ſo ma- 
ny ſou] mercies, ſo many Church mercies, ſo 
many National mercies, ſick-bed mercies,health 
mercies, Journey mercies, habitation mercies, 
caring mercies, ſparing mercies, giving.mercies, 

forgiving mercies, ſeen mercies,unſeen mercies; 


. and little or no return yet made for all theſe : 


How can the conſcience ſtand up ander ſuch a 
charge, or lift up his face without ſpot, when it 
ſees its guilt in all, and cannot anſwer one of a 
thouſand 2 How ſhall man be juſt with God, if he 
contend with him ? How ſtall he anſwer him one 
of a thouſand? And if you cannot carry it in the 
Court of Conſcience here, where God reckons 
by a Proxy;and it may be doth give but a gene- 
ral charge, what will you' do at the bar of God, 

where the Lord will judge righteons judgment, . 
and determine: your eternal ſtate, as you arc ap- 
proved or diſapproved in that day + ? What think 
you ſouls, will not ſo. much negle@ of duty ? 


Huch decaies of grace? fo frequent breach of 


Covenants? ſo great. unfaithfulneſs in' your 


places and relations? ſo many daies'and weeks, 


and.not a ſtroke of work for God? ſo mych bad 


. work, ſo much waſte of goods ; will not all this 
look | 
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look wiſtly upon you, and without repentance 
and a ſealed acquittance, render your caſe dan- 


gerous at the judgment ſeat? And if ſo, is it 
not matter of lJamentation ? O lay this to heart ! 


USE IT. 


Thirdly, If*the Heavenly Trade be the beſt 
Trade ; then this reproves mens too greedy and 
inordinate purſuit of their .carthly Trades and 
Intereſts, to the great prejudice and hinderance 
of this Heavenly Trade: And oh that I could 
here dip.my Pen in tears,as well as gall; and not 
. onely write againſt, but weep over this earthly 
ſpiritednefs, the great, the common,the uncur'd 
difeaſe of men; almoſt of all men,of good men, 
this day ! With what earneſtneſs, ſtrength of af- 
fection, and indefatigableWbvurs,. do men pur- 
ſve after the things of thisworld, a$Af all their 
pleaſure; happineſs , yea life and eternal welfare 
lay wraptup in theſe things. eh did not more 
furiouſly drive after a Crown, then men do this 
. day after crumbs. There was a time 'to ſome 
when godlineſs was counted gain ;- but now gain 
1s valued beyond godlineſs. Trade is the great 
Diana to which moſt men ſacrifice : 'Profit the 
wheel within the wheel}, which ſers all a going : 
The falt that ſeaſons all things ; nothing ſavours 
well that bath nor this init. Advantage in the 
' world, is like the blood in mens veins ; the ſoul 

in the body ; that quickens their deſires, puts 
life into their dead hopes ; makes the blind to 
. ſee, the lame to leap and run, the deafto hear, 
the lips of them that are aſleep to ſpeak. Gain 
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is the: whetſtone to mens wits, the loadſtone ta 
theiy affeftions, the ſpur to .their aCtions : this 
is the obje&t of mens quickeſt ſenſes, the cen- 
ter of their liyelieſt motions. O! the projects, 
cares, tuggings, ſweats; . rowings, ridings, reſt- 
Jeſs labours, that are engag'd about this enquiry : 
Who will ſhew us any good ? ; 


. Queſt. But how may we know when men do in- 
' ordinately parſue their earthly buſi neſs and con- 
Cerns? 


ſo r..Firſt, When they engroſs t too much 
their. rime ; this, was 1ſrac[s fin, ſaying, 

oh will the NN, axg- oor | be gone, that we may ſell 
Corn ? and the Sabbath, that we may fet forth. 
Wheat ? Amos 8. They: were not contented 

\ with theigg ut they muſt entrench 
on God ght the time long 

rl | 16 ly work, and ho- 
.. ped:to get advantage from God's, inſtitutions, 
« = for their earthly intereſts ; and that the Jubilee- 
| $bbarh, when men myſt ceaſe from tillage, 
would help to heighten the price of things, and 
ſo further their advantage : therefore the Lord 
Teproyes them for their undue: diligence about 

: the World :. (a) 1 is in vain for yox to riſe up 
| early, and.to fit up late to cat th: bread of ſor-_ 
rows ; for fo he grveth his beloved ſleep, Pſal. I27. 
— (faith Piſcator) he doth ,by this IVA Apo- 
rophe, inveigh againſt thoſe - covetous Tradeſmen 

nd Merchants, telling them; (b) 'Tis im vain for 


(a) F-uſtra los maze ob vite Incellum exper iſci ad 
Kb So (6) Art rfices 94 auluculo ad he EE, 
O us 0 


them 
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them to riſe up ſo early to-their.work , and-, 
ſo late in their , ſho $f ſuch poor ande Ow 
tible gain : $0 Rabbi Solomon renders. it hs 
tificers, who riſe early to their labonrs. Excalive 
purſuits.of the World-in-point of time a8c\let 
reprov'd as vain and ſinful, while-hereþy;-th 
4 oy themſelves of time for Gad a "ej 
Souls vg 
. Secondly, when they layout their "lac 
the World ; If riches encreaſe, ſet not Nownihearts 
wr them, ſal. 62.10. The danger of a diſeaſe Jigs 
in its ſeiſure-on the heart-: Earthly LDIBES,8- 
der the hand are aduty;; but in- therhearts;a 
diſeaſe. The heart is Chriſt's, Royal :Fert,,,to 
which the Devil, the World a Fleſh. lay,Gege 3 
and if that.be taken, all 1 1s gone : Earth 
are briars and thorns; 2 ip 
to come near the hears; 4 
heart is mortal ; the-dagd _—_ xr 
bed , into which pry retires ; ; the World 
is the Saint's ſervant; now .to admit a: fer- 
vant into the Lord's. bed, is. adulterogs#7j-the 
' heart is God's Sear, Payilion. and- Throne, - into 
which none muft come but himſelf : Jike. the 
gates of the Sanctuary, into which none -myſt 
enter but God himſelf: This' gate ſpall beofppr, 
it Jak not be opened, and no man ſhall enter into 
;. becayſe the Lord, the God of Iirael bath. en- 
whe into-it ; i therefore i4 ſoall be ſhut, Exek, 4412. 
Such is the heart of Believers, to be kept, for 
God: only';\to rake vin; creatures into. God's 
: room, . is intolerable boldneſs ;- to let--our: thy 
. heart toi the: World, Trade, Incereſt, Cregrures, 
is to mvert. the order. of nature, as wel 25 
F 4 Crace, 
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e:*Tn.creation; God ſets man arermay 
arid Guts all things' vader. his feet : T/-ou madeſt 
"him"'ro have dominion \over the works of thint 
"Viands 5 thou haſt put all things under his feer, 
"Pſpl- 8; 6. Now, a place thoſe things over thy 
Feare; which God hath ſet under thy feer, 1s to 
tufh the World upſide-down, -and to? overturn 
the whole courſe of nature. This is the great 
'fin-of: this day, mengetrting out their' hearts on 
the things of this World : were perfons bur ſe- 
rious; and willing to be'ſearch'd, and ro know 
: tHeirown ſtate, many that think well .of them- 
ſelves;'might find; that notwithſtanding all their 
ſheivs, and ſeeming hopes, they areiin 2 woful 
- and. datgerous caſe, in/thar'their hearrsate not 
: with God, but are ſer on orher Gracie 


F mai Frhiings my on God.” 
85K 3 s diſeevet his that the: fears; ts: fr | 


als W ur 700 nach. pon this World. 
S771 Firſt; When the defires are nordicately ſer 3 
"pur after 1 it : this'is one ſymprom the:Prophet || -/ 
eives:iof an unſound, coverous heart; Tach'a | 
- offe Hath greedy, unſactsfied. deſires after the 
- World 3" Who enlargeth his defire as Hell, and is || \ 
"a5 Dinbh;--and camict \be ſatisfied, Hab. 2.5. In NY 
rheiformer verſe he tells ns, a carnal unbe- |: 
Webs hearr, is a- rotten unſound heart: His (1 
p!.ch is lifred up, us tot upright in him : but 
"ts io ſhall live by Faith. A carnal heart. is all J: 1 
or himſelf, and his own carnal intereſt, and not | : 
for God ; he lives by. ſight, and not; by Faith; Þ} 
and this was an evidence of ir, all his defires || 
were 


ef 
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-were for carnal things. Deſires are the breath- 
bY ings and outgoings of the heart; and as the heart , 
is, ſuch are they; where the defires are carthly, 
the heart is earthly ; ſuch a. one/is never fſatig« 
fied with any portion of earthly things: as a 

rſon in a Fever,always thirſty; ſo is an.earthly 
wy always coveting more and. more :: The 
joyn houſe to houſe, and lay field-to field, till there 
| be no place, Iſa. 5.8. As long/as there is. any 
place left, they conet it : A. Field,: a Houſe,..a 
Living, is but a'morſel that ſtays a hungry.ſto- 
mach for the;preſent, as ſoon'as that is. digeſted 
they long for more : this is a certain ſign that 
heart is on the World, whoſe defires have ne- 
- yer enough of it-: and alas! where's the per- 
ſoh that will ſay with facob,, have enongh ? 
Where'the heart is ſet on God and+things above, 
"alittle of the World: will, content; that Soul; 
" food and rayment;. with godlineſs, is enough ; 
- but it 'is never. fatisfied with .its meaſure: of 
» Grace, and enjoyment bf God; the more it. en- 
--JoYS of Ged,the;more .it Jongs-for further fel- 
lowſhip with-him z; one duty doth. but edge the 
ftomach for: another: the more. he hath, .the 
more he defires:-of God and ſpiritual t 
and - ſo *tis with:-a. heart -that is; altoget 
earthly, the Ya are earthly alſo, never pay 
fied with what' be hath, bur. all, longing. for 
more. | 
Secondly, A worldly heart. hath worldly 
thoughts ; there \ithe mind is wholly. taken up 
abour. earthly things ; thoughts,are to the he 8 
as the beams :are-to the Sun,.the-ftreams. to. 
- Fountain, which are homogeneous, of the Gone 
IA nature 
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"ature withhthem ; our Lord Jeſus tells us, that 

_ P#ig'out'of the hearr that evi} thoyghts proceed, 
Path. 7.2.1." They come immedzately from the 

-Hoart,(fiys Mr.1Fenner,) nothing comes between 

phe heart :and\#hem ; - other | fins (ſays he) come 

- Yſroms the heart, but it: is.at the "ſecond, third and 


(fonrth harid ; \but thought s come immediately from © 


542+ And nothing:dorth'more diſcover the heart, 
"than the afual;habicual, delightful thoughts of 
&a:manido :'They are. the univocal atts of the 
" heart, which few what the heart is, as, ſhiniug 
2 does. the lipht 5 Mr. ' Fenner of the miſery of 
i\earthly thoughts. - Where care. thy thoughts 
"moſtly ? thy pleaſing and delightful thoughts ? 
"there-is thy Heart : ' They: that are after 'the 
; Jaſh,*do -mind-the things of 'the-'fltſhy Rom. 8.5, 
*As ſoon as 'they 'awake, 'thoughts of their bu- 
: Finiels (as friends) come- to \'viſit.:them ; | they 
 * Urive out other thoughts of:God:and heavenly 
ithings;"they:vaniſly and ;difappear-. at ithe .pre- 


"!Tenc& of: earthlyithoughts, as Clouds do at: the |, 


"Pfing-Sun ;as*when a Maſter (cones in to take 
2thi# ſeat; Servines/riſe up, and:go their way vno 
2ſdoner- doth thoughts: off>God-. come inz: but 
- earthly thoughts'drive. them away,as the Shep- 


1Rerds did ethro's Daughters, and ithere/is:no 


!Mfofes' to ftand upand/help them Exod.2.16,37. 
'An-'earthly'mani'from -morning. to night:ihis 
thoughts are upon the World, as the Dog; fol- 
7Jows his'Maſter all'the daylong :.'In company, 
{4lbhe, at-hothe, abroad, in-journeys, in duties ; 
' (his thoughts afe' vſually: about his Trade: In- 
-t&6ſt; Houſe; Field; Work, and:the:like ;/it may 
' 2be ſbmetinies good thoughts may heiendees 
IEEE? | rae 
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- the mind, and theſe make amends for all 'other 
thoughts, feeding the deceived heart with cn 
ceits that all is well, becauſe ;good' thouy 
come in now and then ; whereas the min Þ 
of their thoughts have been about ear 
things : theſe thoughts'grow out of the” heatt, 
they are in-dwellers ; but good thoughts are 
only gueſts and ſtrangers that 'don't ſtay long ; 
they give a viſit, and then are gone, and muſt 
give way to earthly thoughts again, which are 
bome-born, houſhold-ſervants and inhabitants : 
thy thoughts of God are. but occaſional, now 
and then extraordinary ,' when ſome ſpecial 
Netey or affliftion is upon thee , but "thy 
earthly thoughts are fixed, ftated 3hd continued : 
thy good thoughts are like rain-water, that 
fall upon thee; or as'pump-water' that muſt*be 
drawn out; but thy carn FAA oughrs are as well- 
"water , that runs freely, antld fp prings up from 
'within thee : rhy\-good chouphis are but thy. 
recreation, when'thy mind is tired with' other 
Uliings ; but thy earthly thoughts are thy work 
and employment ; ; When mel haye done their 
"work, they ſottietimes' walk abroad ; ſuch: are 
'th feldom rhoughts'bf God and divine things, 
"when thor tiaſt drudg'd away the ſtrength 'of 
"thy mitd on the World, and thy own things, 
then, to quiet "conſcience, and recreate 
"mind, thou giveſt thy thoughts leave ro walk 
"broad, and give a viſit to better things :*thy 
' heavenly thoughts are gentle, eaſy, weak and 
"fickly, and carry our little of the ſtrength and 
vigour of thy heart with them ; ' but thy 
thoughts of the World are ſtrong and " 
the 
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.the firſt-born ;and ſtrength of thy freart ; they. 
are ſpending thoughts, working, plotting, c 
ive, itudying thoughts: Ah ſouls! deceive 
Fan {clves..with fancies of your good. eftate, 


_ .fram ſome fits and ,good moods in you (which « 
hypocrites may have) and all. the while. the” 
ſtrength and bent. of your hearts, the conſtant, 
_ tively, prevailing” thoughts of; your ſouls are 
. Earnal, ſelfiſh and earthly. * 
-.... Thirdly, Perſans reitleſs .labours after the 
: world, plainly ſhew their hearts are upon it: 
' Where the Bet is ſer, upon @ thing. a perſons 
_ ; reltleſs._rill-he bath it; he leaves no ſtone, un- 
turrted 5 ſets wit, bands, friends, and all on work 
to get it... When Shechew's heart was det 0n 
- Djnah, 7acob's daughter, he. ſticks-at no propo- 
. fals fo, be miglir_ but obtain her: Ler me fad 
I 4 \+ WII;3y! | / 
-1L74ce in your eyes, and what ye ſhall ſay unto meg1 
4 gre 3 the Land ſhall be before you, dwell and 
trade therein, and get you poſſeſſugn therein, Gen.; 
. I 10,11, No terms were,counted too hard; 
Take up profeſſion,undergo painful duties,puniſh- 
-:1ng. .circumciſion ; part with . any thing ſo. 
/ might: but haye the deſire of his heart, ,Whar 
"hardſhips did 'Z4c0b undergo for his beloyed 
', Rachel ? ., twice ſeven years fervice, conſum 
. with drought'in the day, and froſt in the night, 
. and his ſleep departed from his eyes : Thus have 
ind fey RPRcy 12ers in thy bonſe 4 1 ſerie eo 
fourteen years for thy two daughters, and fix years 
' far thy cattel, and, thou haſt changed my wages 
- ren times, Gen. 31.40, 41. And yet all thice 
.,.could, bear to enjoy the object. of his Joye,., 


ll | 
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.So"tis with earthly minded men; all their 
Wpocirics are engaged about! earthly rhings'# 
heir chiefeſt ſtrength is laid our about their 
. Traces, Fallings and buſinefles'in the world; fel- 
:dom minding ſoul-concerns, little employed 
religious duties ; now and rhen'hear, read,priy; 
as may ſtand with intereſt ; cold, fleighry, / for= 
, mal, ſleepy in duty ; but all life when-abour ttie 
world ; ready to complain prayer is too long; 
preaching tedious z too much time ſpent in du- 
ty ; what need this waſte ?  atth: 26. 8: - All 
ſeems Joſt ro fleſh and blood which is ſpent on 
Chrift and his ſervice, [Mr. Trap :J But all too 
little for the world ;-weary themſelves for ve 
vanity ; ſtick at nothing that will help them to 
their defired intereſts ; undergo any hardſhips ; 
turn the back on any duties ; adventure health, 
reputation; the diſpleaſure of God, with all their 
; piritual mercies; yea and the eternal welfare 
of their ſouls alfo, rather than loſe an advantage 
in the world : This is the ſpirit of:too many-this 
day: Men that ſeem to be ſomewhar, bid fair 
for ſalvation, with the young man in the Goſpel; 
like the terms well ; come up to every thin 
but this; cannot part with the world for 
Chriſt ; come up to every thing, onely - with 
Naaman, muſt be pardoned in this, that they 
have a Rimmon to bow to, 2 Kings F. 18. In 
-every - thing elſe -rhey- will conſent to follow 
Chriſt, but in. this they muſt be ſpared : when 
their farms, their merchandiſe afid profit calls 
.for them, then the concerns of Chriſt ,and their 
ſouls muſtſtand by ; and affections like a flood 
of Fun over all that lies in their way ; take no no- 
tice 
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tice what Scripture or Conſcience ſay ; deaf to 
all, arguments that.thyart intereſt : This is t 
caſe:of a,worldly heart ; his chiefeſt' ſtrength is 
lajd out about earthly things; theſe muſt be fol- 
lawed-and, ſought; after, whatever becomes of 
the ſoul. and. ſpiritual; things. What is that (6 
eat hope. (faith, Sexeca). what ſo great necel- 
Few. chas ſtoops, man who was made upright, to 
contemplate- Heaven, and buries and drowns 
him in the deeps of the Earth, to get our that 
gold which is not got with leſs danger than 'tis 
kept; Ser?: A little ſtrength for duty will ſerve 
the turn; but a great deal of time, care and [a- 
bour muſt the world have: Surely the world 
rales that heart that comes and goes at its 
bidding, and,can leave all to follow it (c) at the 
command. of -intereft. You will judge him at- 
other man's, ſervant, who, whatever he is doi 
will leave it all when his Maſter. calls him, ps. 
follew him. Let men think what they will, 
God hath no part for the preſent in that ſoul 
that can do-more to enjoy the world, than God; 
and-counts any thing more neceſlary than to 
converſe with, obey and ſerve him. 
."Fourthly, The delight and pleafure men take 
in, earthly things, declare that their hearts are 
let gut upon them : Where the heart is, - there 
| _ _ __ will the delights be. (4) Loves 
(2 Card4e 917% is the very life of the ſoul, A{fed 
hard! Theol. natyr: p. 613. When fone: 


—_- -% 
o 


ce b—- — ; —_ . — 
( Que tanta ſpes fuit, que. tanta neceſſitas homingm 

fidera ereftum incurvauit, &5 defodit, (5 in fundum tel: 
lurk entime merſit ut erueret aurum non minore' periculs 


quereudum quam poſſidendum: Sen. 
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thai's heart was knit with the heart of -D4v3dj- 
1.Sam. 18. I. as'an evidence-of it : Chap. Ty: 3,- 
onathan SauFs Son' delighted mach: in Divitdiz- 
(ce) Delight is the reſt of defire', in theftuirtow 
of that good the heart is ſer upon,- whivh ſatis 
hes the deſire ; [Reynolds of the Paſſions,Cap.19.. 
Pap. 197. ] One calls ir, the Sabbath of ' our 
thoughts, and that ſweer tranquillity of mind\ 
which we receive from the: preſence and: ffui- 
tion of that good whereunto 'our defires have: 
carried us: If then mens delights in the worl® 
exceed their pleaſure in God , *tis a'ſigirtties 
world is their chiefeſt good. Wicked men: de 
light in their abominarions, and that proves 
their ways to be of choice. 7fa, os 3, Thep 
have cboſen therr own ways,and their ſont delight ext 
in' their abominations : Try thy. heart- by thy 
pleaſure ; what is ſweeteſt to thy taſte, God'or 
the World 2 Whar is moſt delightful ro thee,to 
waic on God, .though with the lofs of the 
world, or to purſue the world, ' with the want 
of God 2 Men clicat their own Souls , when 
they ſay the etjoyment of God is berter than 
the world ; and-yet for every trifle, and ſmalleſt 
idvantage, can upon choice, baulk the enjoy 
ment of God in his appointments, and catiiot 
adventure the leaſt loſs and prejudice to their 
intereſt, though it were for the neareft fellows 
ſhip with God : certainly that which is the 
$ouls-greateſt pleaſure, that will it make after 
| when left to its liberty : Canſt thou leave the 
| Bam fag os BTR Cueoacio-elaie 

& Deletatio fit quies quaedam apperitus confiderata pres 


tia bont deleftantis quod apperitui ſatisfacit. Aqui.12, 
| 9.31-1.2.M. os | 
72? 


ſnow 
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ſnow of Lebanon. for the waters of Aſhria ? 
Paſs by a walk in Chriſt's gallery, ro fit down 
and ſolace thy ſelf on the dunghil-comforts of 
this life ? then are_ not thy chiefeſt delights in 
God : Pſal. 2, 4, One thing have I deſired of 
the: Lord, that. will I ſeek after , that I may 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the beanty of the Lord, and to en- 
gquzre in his temple : If the beholding of God 
in-- Ordinances, be thy delight, it will be the 
ane-,thing in thy deſires and endeavours ; alſo 
all: other things are nothing to that : If thy 
chicfeſt pleaſure be jn God, then nothing but a 
conviction of duty can make thee upon-choice 
decline-an opportunity ,of waiting on God; 
and even then alſo, when obedience to God ſets 
thy: hand to the world ; delight in God will en- 
page thy longings. after him, and make thy 
greateſt comforts thou art then purſuing ;.a 
weight and a burden to thy ſoul, becauſe they 
ſtand between: thy heart and communion with: 
God:, Thy affections will be like the Kine that 
drew the Ark to Bet-/hemeſh, that lowed after 
their Calves as.they went, x Sam. 16.12, When 
thou art conſtraihed to draw. in the, Cart of thy 
duty-employments, even then will thy deſires 
belowing after the comfort of thy relation-in- 
tereft in God, How is. it foul ? ſpeak ; Is not 
a good Fair and Bargain ſweeter to thee, and 
- doth; more affect thy heart,” than a ſermon and 
a duty ? Doſt thou nor. uſe to follow the world 
with thy back on fellowſhip with God and 


Saints, and nor the leaſt regret in thy ſpirit, or. 


cloud on' thy comforts ? if ſo, thy heart 'is 


not - 


- . 
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fot yet ſupremely ſet on God,,... - 
Fifthly , Lothneſs to part with thy earthly 
comforts and. intereſts tells thee, thy heart. is 
roo much upon them. 7acob's unwillingneſs to 
part with Benjamin,was a ſign his heart was too 
much ſet upon him. «dah tells the Goyernour . 
of Egypt, That his Father*s life was bound wp in 
the Lads life, Gen. 44. 30., The Spouſes affes 
ion to her Beloved was ſeen in this,that when 
ſhe found him, ſhe held him, and would not ler 
him go, Cant. 3.4. 1 found him whom my ſoul 
loveth, 1 held him, and would not let him go. Sugh 
is the teſtimony, that if mens hearts are on the 
things of this life, they hold them faſt, and will 
not let them go: Moſt men are too tenacious 
of. their intereſts, to be dead ro them : cloſe 
hands argue cleaving hearts to the, world. Alas | 
with what reluftancy do men that. have the 
abundance of this worlds goods, lay them out 
again for God ! how hard is it to draw any pro- 
portions, of charity from them that haye this 
worlds goods? what arguments and . reaſons 
will men be pleading for, their ſparingneſs .in 
rting with the Mammon of this world ? and 
ow much beneath their meaſure do moſt men 
expend their earthly. things. upon the calls that 
God gives them ? This ſhews plainly, their heart 
is bound up in the fruition of theſe things: Co- 
vetous men, will ſooner part with their fleſh, than 
their gold (faith Auguſtine) {pal I fake my bread; 
and my water, and my fleſh that I have killed for 
my ſhearers, and give it to men whom I know 
not whence they be ? 1 Sam; 25. 11; (faith cove- 
tous Nabal.) Covyetous perſons cannot cncury 
', G | 
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to part with what they have. (a) The covertous 


man, while he holds faſt his riches, is held faſt 
by them ; and in preying on others, he himſelf 


becomes a prey, Auguſt. They are like a net, 


which takes in all the fiſh that comes at ir, but 
tevs out none again, except ſome ſmall ones that 
are little worth : Earthly minds are ſeen in no- 
= more than in their tenacity, and cloſe 
gs of what they have ; like dying men, 
er they take hold of, they ler not go: 
is the temper of many, they cannot ſcatter 
God, nor honour him with their ſubſtance: 
is that withholdeth more than 1 meet,Prov, 
7.24. That's the charaQer of one whoſe heart 
i5on rhe world. (5) He is not oittdy covetons that 
tithes away other mens goods (faith Auguſtine) but 
he that Gloves ly withholds his own, Ly will not 
fer them go when God hath uſe for them : Cer- 


tainly,if Believers themſelves are not their own, 


then they will one day know- their eſtares and 
intereſts are not their own, bat the Lord's, and 
tobe art his diſpoſe. How will the owner of that 
Colt Chriſt ſent for, riſe up in judgment againſt 
many! no ſooner did the Diſciples ſay, Ty 
Leu hath need of him, but ſtraightway they 
bim yo, Lick. 19. Me 34,35: Sha one harps 
tended not ſo much to Chriſt {for © T4 we 
know) readily part with fo much at the firſt re- 


queſt; and they that profeſs much love-ro' 


Ctrift, refuſe to lay out leſſer things for him ? 


{ (0) varus tenendo droinas renerur a drowns, & don 

eſſe row fie ans. Aug. (65) Now ſolum varus 

, off $8 74pie alena, ſed ille avarus eſt qui cupide ſervat 
ua, Aug 
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This doth" hanifeſ thEWOrk® is Qenrer t6-466f 
than Jeſu&Ehrift: */ SFL-XETES © A EO 
Laitly: Then' are "thiens Hheafts u n, the 
mortd -wlien their'troft Uſd 
earthlythMikps!' We Tart'apt to 
in-friends;and' theteſore Mie Eot 
againſt" Toeh dependencies; 
things r "Fa bo þ i a ih 
derive 'in 'a aide, Fe. 
came Jeariing' up6n- erat in Hh def 
Heſs; Cibti'895 1: No [boner had' the” *RG ith 
ſtore 6} galls,” Birr" 
then; Like! 44.19," Fw F_ 
thou buſts vols laid up 
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ay ehuſt the work” 
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Uſe it alſo For their -tru i rope 
eſiture'their ſupreitic 2eEtion 'on things? Wdre 


WS jtake"up their "depthlen ' che.” 4 
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Fiichesbe thy choice;thoo rh! ef th 
thy 'bfchy' 'relyance.; ; or 'thow! 4tcdthd 
Mer that have wealth;54v eel oo be” Fat 
-_ houſes ſhall continue Ta et and their thvel- 
ing placts't to all  getier ations 3. they call ther? D.ailts 
er theiv bn names, PſRE'49. "ti. 'Ti*MiU''6 
have the-good things of This Ine, and not to Ex= 
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which: Agrippe: fo amus'd patho 'but/'s 
meer ſhow, Afts 25.23. When Agrippa Was 
SP 3097/1 -£OMme zr1-and- Bernice ; with: great 
both vs. pomp, ''tis with- much fantafie and 
rein, external.thow : , All. the' glory; of 
Fs 6H is. but, x pompous. ſhew, thar: .cheats 
behalders, -and allures them to a, deceived.: ex- 
peRtation :- They! that: have much. viſible. com- 
fort in creaturesy livenlittle. by faith. -How rare 
is 46, fax men - that; haye-. eſtates and-;riches. for 
their poſterity, ro commit them toidivine. care, 
by 9naft of pure recumbency on the. promiſe, 
ang, to; believe upon\a.naked. ward for all their 
 and.,needed. comforts : Such, #087 ex- 
whirher we-flee for help, Tſa:20. 6. Ay 
fark Heart, 181 ur 6g 4h carnal ne 


ins 1s 
I 2, and dependeney, 
ndned about.che ns of this life, with 
the neglect of God, and heavenly things, thine 
4 being” aa * And if fo, then . 
425"653 Ag ares f dangerane.". (11110 11; + of 
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God : For the friendſhift Yet uber world:s enmity. 
inſt God : Whoſoever, therefore wall be-a x 
the world, 1s _ enemy. of God, f ames.4- 
whoſe heart and mind 1s ſet! after rhe nh Oh he, 
that will. be rich, the bene and deſign ;of the-- 
heart is for-it ; that's the--Butt: he levels at, - 
whatever he profeſſes z That's his great buſineſs ; 
and projet : Thine eyes and thy heart are not but: 
for thy covetonſneſs, Fer, 22,17. He maketh haſte;* 
tobe rich, Prov.28.20. drives furiouſly after the 
world ; his heart is reconciled. to all the means 
and waies -that lead to it. {be they never ſo 
claſhing with ſoul-advantages) that man, be. he 
who he will, is a friend to the world, and: an_ 
enemy to God, let him make the higheſt pro-' 
feſſion poſſible : So did 7xdas get into. the. 
Church of God ; ſo did Demas pray, preach, 
and ſo may hypocrites for a-time ; yea make 
many prayers, /ſa. 1. 15. Doxth. he profeſs love. 
to God ? ſo did the Jews ; and: yet their hearts. 
' went after their covetouſneſs,.Ezek. 33. ZI. Is 
he of a lovely ſpirit, and unblameable converſa- 
tion? ſo was the young:man-in the' Goſpel ; his 
great defire was - to inherit: eternal. life, Mark 
Io, 17. that was his buſineſs to Chriſt; he de- 
fired to know how he might be ſaved ; he ſeem-- 
ed to be all for Heaven ;: his life alſo Was - un- 
blameable :. All theſe have I obſerved from my. 
youth up, verſe20. He was of a ſweet, lovely 
ſpirit : *Tis faid, Zeſws beholding him, loved bim, 
verſe 21. and yer could not;part with the world 
for Chriſt ; had his heart knit to earthly things 
all the -while, and went .away ſorrowful ; -he. 
could not conſent ro ſell all and: give'to the poot 
G 3 verſe 
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v##,"£8. no- marks: wilt-ferve thar- SouPs turn, 
whoſe heart is phued'©o che World, ahd\ cannox 
give up -all- 'ro Chet's diſpoſe : God' and the 
World catiot dwat iv that Soul, 'godlineſs and 
gain! canner keep [howſe! ropether:: where the 
price df "God comes ih trurh} ir -reacherth men 
re deny worldly Jaſts;' 73r. 2. 117772) He that 
whe ho power to deny the cravings vf'a world. 
y heart; never yer” feteived the. grace of God 
iff froth.” Grace (RAith'6ne) may ſand with ſome 
tranſient atts of nahghtitieſs, biie never with c0- 
vetomſneſ;: Adams on the 2 Epi; of Pet. p. 9. 16; 
Noaltwas onte 4richk ith Wine, but never with 
B> World : Lot twitt Inceſtuont, never Covetons : 
tet denied 'his Maſter thrite; it was not the love 
of 'tche World, but the, ftar of the World brought 
bent i6'it ; for he had dehiied the World before he 
denied bis Maſter © Once David. was avercome 
15h rhe Fleſh, © $0vtr with the World: "Why did 
mot- thiſe plerge themſelves from Altulrery, An- 
ger, Contention, and thi like ? becanſt into theſe 
fs the"infirmity of 4 Saivit may fall ; but if once 
nth Couetouſneſs, there is mothing of 'a'Saint left, 
wot the very nano,” "Lathe acknowledges there 
was ſtarce a fin tg which-he hid not been.remp- 
red, fave to the fm of Covetouſheſs. The 
Lord Jeſbs rells its thit his Diſciples are not of 
©". this World ; ſome derive the word, 
e's Holy, from Earth, and a -privative 
$890 article,in that redemption from the | 
Gfrf; is the great- work: of holineſs; AN they 
at partake of the Croſs of Chriſt, :are.-cruri= 

1d ro the World, 464 rhe World to thei; Gal.6.14. 
Nor a jot of the behetits of Chriſt are rreaſur'd 


L 
. I, 


vi 
% 
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up in that, Soul where the God of this. World 
dwells ; and if without: Chrift, without hope 3 
thy caſe is deſperate if thy heart be earthly, 
under the ruling power of this World ;-thou 
* art yet in a graceleſs ſtate, and no grace, ne glo- 
ry; if thou mindeſt earthly things, d ton 
is thy end, Ph. 3. 19, If thou art one of this 
World, whoſe heart is after thy covetouſheſs, 
thy portion is in this World, Pſal. 17.14. All thy 
Heaven is on this fide the Grave : For this ye 
know, that no Whoremonger, nor unclean perſong 
. nor covetous man, who is an Idolater, hath auy in- 
herit ance in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of God, 
Eph. 5. 5. *Tis joyned with the moſt abomina- 
ble ſins, Thievery, Drunkenneſs, Adultery, 
Idolatry, Extortion, for which things ſake," the 
. wrath of God cometh upon the children of diſobt= 
dience, Col. 3. 5.6. The Scripture calls cove- 
tous men, curſed children, 2 Pet. 2. 14. 41 
heart they have (a) exerciſed with covetons pra- 
ftices, curſed children ; really curſed with a de- 
teſtation, ſuch whom God abhorreth, Pſal. 10.3. 
And tbe wicked bleſſeth the covetons, whom God 
abhorreth, A woe is pronounced againſt them, 
- Hab. 2.9. Woe to him that coveteth.an evil co- 
vetonſneſs to his houſe, that he may ſet his neſt on 
high, that he may be delivered from the power of 
. evil: One would think this a duty, or at leaſt 
very commendable, to provide for our Family, 
and-get what we can for our children, and to 
endeavour to ſecure our houſes from any ſuf- 
(4) Teyv lw, exerciſed as Wre ers arezwho contend | 
$9 Tepupracyely their Wake bs rrain'd up to ut by 
long exerciſe, xagdgas THY; | 
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fering- and calamity ;-but if this be mens end, 
to ſet their neſt on high, to get great things 
for themſelves, and ſo: to manage their affairs, 
as to/avoid all (6) ſufferings for God, there's a 
dreadful woe hangs over their heads, and diſ- 
appointment of all their deſign in the iſſue ; 
for inſtead of honour, they are braught ro 
ſhame in the end : Thoa haſt conſulted ſhame to 
thy own houſe, and ſmned againſt thy own ſoul, ver|. 
To. They are unworthy of any - ſociety with 
men : 7 have written unto you not to keep com- 
pany z if any man that is called a Brother, . be a 
Fornicator, or Covetous , or an Tdolater, or 4 
Railer, or a Drunhard, or an Extortioner, with 
ſuch aone, no, not to eat, 1 Cor. 5. 11. and ſhall be 
cut off from communion with God'to all eter- 
nity : Know ye net that the unrighteous ſhall nat 
inherit the Kingdom of God : be not deceived, 
neither Fornicator, nor 1dolater, nor Thieves, nar. 
Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, wor Exe 
rortioners ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 
X Cor. 6.9. 10, | | 
Secondly, as thy ſtate is dangerous, if thou 
art one who loveſt this preſent World ; fo thy 
folly is great, to ſet thy heart upon the World. 
After thou haſt been convinced of the evil 
f ſuch a ſpirit and praftice, and haſt felt the 
mart of it in thy own ſoul. | 
 Afcer thou haſt been arraigned at the bar of 
thy Conſcience, and condemned in thy own 
heart for this Sin, (as every truly convinced 


Cog \ 
(9) Malum hic notatjs, quod bhomines vulgo pro malo ba» 
bent, £3. quod fugit E5 horret caro, nimirum crucem, bu 
mulitatem, ac perſequutionem. OY a ES 
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Soul is,) if ever the ſpirit of bondage hath been 
at work in thy heart, (as thou haſt confeſſed) 


then haſt thou found this fin more bitter than 


death to thee z and now to return again'to ſuch 
courſes as will break thy bones again, and put _ 
thy ſoul to greater torture than-ever, (as all re- _ 

lapſes do,): this is folly indeed. 
; After thou haſt choſen God for thy portion, 
Chriſt for thy treaſure, Godlineſs for thy gain, 


the inheritance with the Saints for thy Land, a 


manſion in Heaven for thy houſe, Chriſt's tried 
Gold for thy Money, a converſation in Heayen 
for thy Trade, the Father, Son and Spirit, for 
thy All here, and for ever, @ thou haſt done, 
or fearfully belied thy profeſſion,) that after all 
this thou ſhould'ſt turn again to theſe beggerly 
elements, and exchange God for the world, a 
Crown for crumbs, a Throne for tliorns, a Dow-: 
ry in Heaven for a dunghill on earth ; an eter- 
nal weight of Glory for a burden of thick clay ; 
fellowſhip with God for defiling converſe with 
dirt and beſpotting traſh; a Burgeſhip in Heaven 
for a name written in the earth; is not this folly, 
folly?Not that one who had real intereſt in God 
& things above,can'ever fully and finally forfeit 
them, and loſe them again ; (for, once in Chriſt, 
and ever in Chriſt) bur thoſe things thou did'ſt 
once ſeem to chooſe for thy chiefeſt intereſt; | 
and haſt profeſſed hopes of a certain ritle' to 
theſe ſupreme treaſures; and - now, to fel] thy 
hopes of God and Glory for that: (c) vomit 
thou had'ſt ſpewed up, and mire- thou had'ſt 
been waſhed from, this is. madneſs indeed. 


Aﬀer 


/ 


(c) Specioſa ſupplicia & Fortune vomitus, 
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After yourhaye ſeen ſo often the vanity and 
my of theſe things below, that they are 


empty; and wilk-not ſatisfie; they cannot quench 


ty thirſt, or fill thy hangry ſoul ; cannot afforg 


the leaſt reſt ro thy weary hearr; but are till 
ſhot: of thy expectations ; thou lookeſt for 
peace, and behold they give thee trouble ; thoy 
thinkeſt to' gather Roſes, and they prick-thy 
fingers; and when thou hopeſt to find reſt in 
rhem, and fayeſt, Soul, take thy eaſe in thy full 
bags, and fair cſtate; thy pleaſant houſe, near re- 
tarions;; then they prove ſwords to-pierce thee, 
or. briers'to Tend. thee ; or at the beit, but wind 
chit does but ſwell, not nouriſh thee. Thou haſt 
alſo found them fading things, that will not ſtay, 
Yare ripe, fruit that ſoon rots ; a moth, an Eaſt- 
wind take off all; tliey arc a pleaſing gourd one 
day, and withered the next, 7onah 4. 7. God pre- 

ed a worm when the morning roſe the next day, 
ant it ſmoote the gourd that it witbered, A fick! 
neſ$ comes and takes away thy child, and all che 
kopes of thy houſe periſh with him : Thy Cu- 
ſtomers break, and thou art impoveriſhed : The 
fire burns down thy houſe, and thou art undone: 
Thy -Heir it may be proves a Prodigal, and all 
thy gatherings are ſcattered ; ſo ungcertaih, 
empty, periſhing, are theſe things, and rhoy 
knoweft them ro be fo, and haſt found them 
= | ſuch, and yet thy heart runs 
Mynius perit © t% after them; and with the Dog 
Munaana gueris. 55 the Fable, thou-leaveſt ſub- 
ſtance to catch at.. ſhadows ; neglecting unſees, 
ſure, ſweer, ſatisfying and eternal things, for 
things that are nat ; and is ndt this madneſs? 
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[The world perifheth, and yet: thou ſeekeſt af 


ter the things thereof, Perrareh.} : | 

After you have' found betterthings,and: rafted 
the ſyeetneſs of them, you have expeticnvetd 
che light of God's countenance to be beyond alt 
corn, and wine, and oyl ; his Joving-Kindnieſs ro- 
be better than life; a day in his Courts to be 
more eligible than a thouſand elſewhere, Pſal3. 
6,7. O how ſweet hath his Word been co thy 
taſte, ſweeter 'than the honey and the honey- 

comb! how often hath God chieertd,quickened 
ind ſtrengthened thy heart in thy approaches to 
him, that thou haſt ſaid (as David of 'Golias | 
ſword )- there is none like this: And as the Diſ- 
ciples: when with Chriſt in the Mount, *ris good 
being here ; Lord evermore give me this bread: 
and yet after all this, that thou ſhonldeft 
choice, leave theſe for rhe world, and prefer 
thy-ſhop, thy trade, thy field, houſe, money,be- 
fore chicks divine and approved treaſures : This 
js madneſs. © >) 

After ſo many - corifeſſions of. chis ſin before 
the Lord and his people, and ſo-maty prayers 
ahd cries to God againſt it, and for grace to ſub- 
die. thy earthly | heart with maty promiſes, 
and declared purpoſes to turn no more ta this 
folly ; that thou ſhouldeſt ſo eaſily, ſo ſpeedily 
be reconciled to the world again, and reafſume 
thy affe(tions to theſe old lovers after all z this 
is madneſs, and will exceedingly -greaten thy 
guilr and torment; when the Lord ſhall make in- 
quifition for 'theſ; things; when thy conviRtrons, 
prayers and vows ſhall return as ſo many Ser- 
Fans upon thy back, ro arreſt thy guilty con- 

ſcience, 
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ſcience, and as-{d many witneſſes ro prove God's! 
charge againſt thee ; that at ſuch-a' rime and 
ſich a time; in'ithy cloſet, in the” Congregation 
of the Lord's people, in daies'of humiliation and: 
preparation-ſcaſons, on thy: fick-bed, under ſuctr 
a word and rod, thy hearr>did: melt 'over .thy 
fin; and thou didſt folemnly renew:thy Covenant 

ainſt it ; and now to have thy: prayers, and: 
rears, and promiſes ; yea, and God too againſt 
thee,for thy A poſtacy after ſuch Lovers as thou' 
thy ſelf wllt Joath another day, and be aſhained 
to! own in the preſence of God, Saints and An= 
gels ; this is folly, folly. 

Now when God-is puniſhing thee for this Ve- 
_ ry fin, by ſtripping thee of thy Idols, and pour- 
ing out the vials of his wrath upon this Exphra- 
tes, thy riches, intereſt, trade, and earthly com- 
forts, over which thou haſt carried away thy 
heart from him, that now while the Rod is upon 
thy back, thou ſhould*ſt hold faft thine iniquity} 
and refuſe to rerurn ; this is deſperate and ip= 
eorrigible folly. And this is'the practice of 
moſt this day ; God blows upon their trades 
and intereſts for following them, and letting his 
houſe lie waſte ; and yet they purſue them'ſtill: 
The Lord takes out the bottom of their bags, 
and yet they put in more money into them. God 
fmites men for the iniquity of their coverouf- 
neſs, and yet they go of frowardly in the way 
of their heart, Iſa. 57.17. God is hedging up 
the way of men's Lovers, . and;yet they brea 
thorough to overtake them: $0:it was with 
Iſracl, God had hedg'd up her way, made a wall 
that ſhe ſhould not find her- paths; and yer ry 

Ot- 
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lowed after them. Hof. 2.:6, And;ſhe ſpall follany 
after her Lovers.\(Q, incorrigiþle' wickedneſs. - 
but (faith God) toe ſhall not,ppereaks. them : That * 
Lard is plucking down. mens bricks, but they build 
with hewn ſtone ; the. Sycamores are,ot doen, hut 
they charge them ves Cedars, Iſ4 ,I0.: Provir 
dence pulls away ppduly purſued. ingereſts, hos 
men catch at chem again: This is daring wiekegr 
neſs, and a telling God to, his. face,. they. ſear 
him\, not, \ neither iwill they. rewtn. er. 5+ 
Thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not grieu- 


\ ed, (m) thou haſt conſumed, but they have refuſed 


to recerve correttion ; they have made their faces 
harder than 4 Rock 4, ithey have reſuſegito rerwen - 
This. is qur caſe; and . ſhould. it nox be for a, Ja- 
mentation ? £94119 10 21108 

Laſtly, when nothing but ruine ahd deſtru- 
ion, is before, oor eyes ; manifeſt, danger of 
loſing all, even Intereſt, Goſpel, Life, and all 
#hax is' dear. to, us-{cems to bea-going 3 and yer 
t9- purſue theſe thjngs, with, neglect, (of | opr 
fouls, is; madng(s.;beyond , paxaJigl,;.and; a dan 
gerous ſymptomet;of approaching; rume. ;;;If 
.men, are. nat given-up/ to a ſpirit,of; blindneſy, 


' they muſt needs: ſee; that waſting deftruQtigns 


AE; upon us;z: gra, hairs are-here and;thergy and 
we.ſcc it not, Hef. -7..9, 19. ;; S#argers have der 
-vanred his ftrengsh, and be knowefh it not 3; 118. 
$14): bairs' are bere and theres, yet fr:layeth it nor" 
to heart ; and the pride of Iſrael dath reſt ifie to by 
face, and they do not return to the Lord their 
$7). 2164 miſerin mi Fro non miſerance ſeipſontd Adg. 
'Whar's more miſerable than a manin miſcry nor pity» 
= : nor 


- 
wo 
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| - Thor ſcek-him for all this. They feld the Pain, 
Gut did not ache Wok $4) play oy: | 
We ny (faith Zanchy ;*) \and this ſhew 
mere deſperate and incoirable, in that"'t 
whe coviiedoſ heir on; caſe, and | yet wonld bt 
return ro-the® Lord,” more dangerobs 
than: contingance as utmoſt means of 
reforniition and; "ones; danger of” ruins, 
þ ephahy. + our ns was #8, and Wye 
une phi. our fill ive rhen live ? Ty 


9”. 
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_ the Heavenly Trade be the beſt Trade; &h, 
Then this offers counſel and exhorration ro "five 
forts of perſons. & | | — 3k 
417i | | 
P. Toferk, 4 ve  Prangers fo tha Hoek Trady, 


vol 


| Eonſt Ereh as- ire rangers to this Hei 


ou 'thar-H6ver were acquitinred 
Nd chi Gooden buthaye" All 
Ume «h6ur:thibgs that petiſh; king | 


HelF-and'Denination. Be:y6u extiorted to er 
abour this ehbifc, rich, and bleſſe@ Trade: 7-'' 
bt There ate foir Arguments that.uſaally ſway 
noe + Tons in their thoice of eatt 


Eallings, which” are alſo w ' inducemeiits 
inito! all not” yer. oqocern'"i0 RI upon: thi 
Heavenly Trade, 


"WLICD 


wb LS Az. 


| — mes td no «hed am 
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Toritrabilem quid: if nen Fament red; 
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o+ bh, 4 © I*, Bc op 4, whey *4 A. Uo + © © Sw a > ad i. A os ion So ie ate. ns. ae ee 


is the beſt Trade. * 99 - 
' Arg, 1. Firſt, Neceflity puts mes an.employ» 
ments,.and none are greater: than 'rheirs: who 
are without this Diyige Calling, | Sintiers,” you 
that are yet without God in.the World, you 
are milerably poor,, and ready to periſh, you 
are worth nothing þut fan and miſery 5 He-is 
a poor man that bath nothing.to live-upon; 'and 
ſuch are you, while without this line .of cone 
munication, and ſtrangers to theſe {fupreme con- 
cerns : You are fpiritually poor, and have 'n6- 
thing (as yet) for your Souls tolive on here, 
or to. all eternity, Rev. 3. 17, And. knowef 'piat 
that thou art wretched, and nuſerable, and 
aud blind, and naked. Poverty 1s one of tle 
miſeries of all unchanged ſouls ;:aud that: which 
' aggravates: it, is This ; that they. thiok: them- 
ſelves rich, and yet have nothing ; ' no Food ite 
fill them, but empty husks, and ſwines meats 
no Rayment to. cover them, but filthy rags, 
and confuſion , no. Houſe ro ſhelter ithem from 
the ſtorms of Divine wrath'; :or any Habira- 
tion to receive them, bpt an - infernal Lake .i6f 
Fire and Brimſtone ,, agd a receptacle with 
damned -Devils;z not a: friend: to help themi; 
not an c£yc to pitty them ; There. are none fo 
poor 4n the World but they have ſomething/or 
other to help them, ſomething in hand, or ſome- 
thing in Hope ; ſomething of their own, or 
fomerhing of others: if they can't dig, yer 
they can deg ; if -chey have not intereſts. to 
maintain them,:yer they find -pitty to relieve 
them-:: But a Chrittleſs Sinner hath nothing. co - 
Fuppty bis immortal part; nothing-in hand ; no- 
thing in hope ; nothing of bis own; nothing of 
| OTNETsS 
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others, that can contribute the leaſt good to his 
uridone Soul; whatever he lives on, is nothing 
bur wind arid emptineſs ; He feeds on aſhes, a 
deceived heart turns him aſide, Iſa: 44. 20. He 
crams his ſtarved Soul with filthy dung and ex- 
crements,'{{o Joathfome are all the pleaſures of 
fin-he lives on,) Aliens from the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael  ftrang er's from the Covenants of Promiſes 
having no ho Deland. without God in the World, 
Eph.2.12. This'is' your condition, Souls, while 
= x" this Heavenly Trade z you are miſera+ 
bly poor , what-ever.you have in.the World, 
you: have. nothing. in God z what-ever your 
Bodies and Families have, your Souls have no- 
thing : (+) 'T;s little profit to enjoy all things, 
and miſs that one thing by which only we come to 
y naps z Aug. You Tavour for vaniry,. and he 
own in ſorrow ;- and have you not reaſon to 


look ont after ſome courfe'to help you, and to 
embrace this, overture of a- Calling that will 


maintain” and enrich you ' here, and for ever? 
Fhe Lepers'caſe'is thine ; If thou fir ſtill in thy 
condition, thou dieft : In the World's fulneſsis 
famine ; in thy ſecurity and falie hopes, is death 
alſo : If thou adventure an offer'd grace, It may 


fave thee ; however, thou can'ft but die, 2 Kin, 


7+ 3, 4+ 
Again, you'are not only poor; but Bankruprs 5 


your poverty is of your own procurement, and 
the iſſue of your prodigaliryzyou.had once a fair 
-Eftate, bat loft it ; God, Grace/and Glory was 
yours by the firſt Covenant, Lag 15. 39. but 


Aa Omverſa rnueier babes Fl uhum rud Ka ane 
| werfi is utatur non | 
: you 
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you have trifled it away for forbidden-fruit, 
and” ſpent alt you: had on Harlſots ; you have 
conſum'd your Lord's goods alſo in riotous liy- 
ivg, and waſted a Jarge ſtock committed to 
yoar truſt, and now muſt give -an account' of 
your Stewardſhip ; were it only' your perſonal 
wants that your folly hath brought upon you, 
(though that be heavy,) yet*tis comparatively 
tolerable ; but reſtitution muſt be made, and 
that is - uneonceivably diſtreſſing. 'A dreadful 
word, ſinners, lies againſt you ! (how. can you 
bear it 2 how can you eat, drink, talk, or ſleep 
in peace ? much leſs rejoyce when the hand= 
writing is againft' the wall?) 'tis this, Give an 
dccount of thy Stemardſhip, Duke 16:2. A review 
of thy paſt - time -muſt be expected, by whas 
means thou ' didft reduce thy /miferable Soul 
to - this 16w- eſtate, and an account of thy 
Stewardſhip will be required-; and then when 
two late; thou wilt'fay with the Steward, Whar 
ſhall I do ?* wer. 3. and is it not more adviſable" 
ww-to take _this counſel of Eliphaz ; to ach 
quaint thy ſelf with God, and be at peace, thereby 
ſill come unto thee, 70b.22:24-to return to' 

that Trade which thou haſt left, and recover the 
Treaſure whief! thon haſt loſt; "that ſo thy ac»: 
count may-- be!- comfortable in - the day .'of 
Chriſt? 
"Nay further, you -are- not- only- poor, - ahd 
bankrupts ; but: deeply - in debt 4 debrors- ro 
God, :to whom you:. owe your ſelves and all 
that you havesby'the:Law of Creation and Co-: 
vetidnt-obligation, Butnever yet diſcharg'd that 
te. to WB very:day. - You ure/in debt to God: 
H for 
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for all yopr mercies in Creation and Providence, 
patience-mercy, preſervatiqn-mercy, prevent- 
ing-mercy , bounty-mercy'; there's never,a 
moment but God is laying out ſame new mercy 
npon thee, of which thou hait never made re- 
tribution to. this day. eh £4 _— 
Debtors. to: the Law of God, which hath its 
fyll.and juſt-claim on you, a Law that is juſt; 
righteous and-gond; and to which you owe obe- 
dience by juſt and; unqueſtionable ties, and yet 
haye never yielded any right ſubjection to it all 
your :days,: but -haye violated all its righteous 
commands every day and moment of your life, 
both in thought, word and deed ; For he that 
kgepeth the whole Law, and yet offendeth in. ow 
poznt or zota, is guilty of all, fam.'2. To. ©: 
Debtors to Gonſtience, whoſe Law is in force 
againſt you , and by which you ſhall be judged, 
Rom. 2.14, Ig; Theſe having not the Law, ares 
Law to themſelves, which ſbew the works of the 
Jaw written in: their hearts ; their Conſcience 
alſo. bearing witneſs, and their thoughts the meay 
while. accuſing, or elſe excuſing .one another ; and 
yet , you. have broken theſe Conſcience-bondy, 
caſting, its cords from you : how many ties hath 
Conſcience laid upon you which you have brg- 
ken, going againſt the light and dictates there- 
of! 5, ll 
; Debtors toall the World, to wham, in ſome 
reſpect or other, you are obliged. There are! 
duties you owe to all men, to love them, - and: 
pray for them: to all your agighbayrs and ac+: 
quaintance, to do them good! as-you have ,op- 
portunity, and to ſeek and endeavour their Sal- 
| vation 
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vation-to. your power,which you haye.not done 
to this day. There are duties you owe to your 
relations, friends and' family, which you have 
lected, and have been encreaſing your Ori- 
ginal debt, by running on new ſcores every day, 
which can never be cancelPd,or a power obtain- 
ed to diſcharge your duties acceptably,; till you 
come to Chriſt, and enter your ſouls into” his 
new and everlaſting Covenant, ſetting upon 
thoſe great and Evangelical duties of it. 
- Your ſlavery is alfo great till you come over 
to this bleſſed work : You are in bondage unto 
Satan':. Know ye not, that to whom ye yeild your 
ſelves ſervants to obey, bis ſervants ye are whom ye 
obey, Rows. 6.16, You ſerve incomparably the 
worſt Lord ; a cruel Lord who hath no mercy, 
but delights in the miſery of faPn man ; 4 roar- 
ing Lion that goes about ſecking to devour, 1 Pet, 
5. 8. A curſed one caſt out from God, curſed 
above: all creatures 5 reſerved in everlaſting 
chains wnder darkneſs to the judgment of the great 
day, Gen. 3. 14. Fade, verſe 6. Thine implacable 
enemy that hates thee with a perfect hatred : 
An'Accuſer, that never ſpeaks well of any: A 
Murderer:he was from the beginning, Rev. 12. 
v. To and the original: cauſe of all the deſtra- 
Qion/in Earth and Hell: A falſe and deceitful 
creature, that never kept his word with any : 
A Lyar, and the Fathef of Lies, ob. 8. 44. one 
that will be roo hard for you, and cheat your 
_ ſouls into deſtruQtion: ' A miſerable poor crea- 
rure';. one. that hath loſt all his glory and excel- 
lency, and hath nothing to give you for all your 
ſervice, but ſome of the ſame flames in Mg x 
"0's H 2 | ec 
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he muſt fry for ever : . This, ſinners,” is. your 
Lord, whom yon have choſen and ſerved all 
your daies: And as you ſerve the worſt Lord; 
ſo you do the worſt work ; baſe, filthy, ſhame- 
ful,curſed work : Such are all thy actions whiles 

' in an unchanged ſtate; you do hard work z no 
ſervice like it z you work, and have-no food to 
refreſh you, which is the cruelleſt bondage: 
Iſrael in Egypt wrfght hard, and yet had fleſh- 
pots, Onions and Garlick to relieve them ; but 
you have nothing to feed your hopes and. afte- 
Ctions, but lies and vanity ; you work, and have 
no rayment to cover you, all your employment 

- makes you naked ; you labour, and have no reſt; 
weary and heavy laden, and yet feel it not, 
Gen. 3. 7. Other Labourers have their ſacceſ- 
five quietudes, but you have none ; the hireling 
hath his ſhadow ; the labourer hath his evenin 
to give over his work ; his bed to ſleep on; but 
your work admits of na reſt; 'tis never done 
you do the DeviPs work day and night, waki 
and. ſleeping ; nay, while you eat .and . drink 
your work ſtill goes on; Q ſad ſervitude! You 
work and haye no wages :. All earthly Labour= 
Ers have if” penny.,, ſomething or.other. td 
compenſETheir pains, money or maintenance; 

| but yow have nothing in hand or hope, here or 
hereafter, -but death and damnation ; the fruit 
of your labours here, is more bitter than death; 
and the wages at the end of your day, wrath 

and vengeance, worm -and: 
There can be no 


F, mink (Ott Large fire, Mark 9. 44 And is 


mer )where weeping is ſerved in for the firſt coutſe, 
and gnaſhing of recth for the fecond,4 


ngt 
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not.this bad :employment ? and is it not time 
ſinners, to change your calling, and to accept 
this offer made you of this excellent Trade 2 
Arg. 2. Secondly, The danger that attends | 
your 'preſent ſtate ſhonld put you, on a timely 
relingpiſhment of it : | You are poor, and that 
expoſes you to ſcorn and contempt, to oppreſ- 
ſion, treading down, and cruſhing, to devouring 
and deſtruction ; you are not ſafe from ruine one 
moment ; the next knock at thy door may be 
a call to Judgment Prov. 17.5. Amos 4.1. Hab., 
3. 14. Prov. 10.15. When thou lieſt down,thou, 
mayeſt make thy bed in Hell ; when thou awak- 
eſt, thou mayeſt ſee God on the Throne, thy 
Soul at the Bar, thy Accuſers at thy right hand, 
the Evidence in thy own breaſt, the Sentence 
written in capital letters, Go ye curſed ; Under 
thy feet a bottomleſs lake of fire and brimftone; 
round about thee cruel Devils ready to ſeize 
ppon thee, and lodge thy guilty condemned 
ſoul in thine eternal home, Marth.24. 51. You 
have been Prodigals waſting what is not your 
own, and are in danger every day of a charge 
againſt you. Fo 
You are deeply in debt, and in danger of an 
arreſt every hour ; when you go forth, death - 
may be at. your heels; when you return, de- 
ſtruction may enter with you: O the pncer- 
tainty of thy time ſinner! the danger of thy 
eternity, the abſolute ruine of thy. immorrtal 
ſoul, if thy reckoning begin before thy work ; 
and haſt thou not reaſon then to- haſten. about 
thy great concern, and to burn no more day- 
light in works of darkneſs ? = 
| H 3 Arg. 
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Arg. 3, Thirdly, Thy daty ſhould quickenthy 


 pndertaking in this great employment : Religion 


is not your Liberty, bat your manifold debr: 
The Law of Creation binds,you unto God;; you 
will confeſs you were made by him, and Cod 
will profeſs you were made for him, Tfa.43.21, 
This people have I formed for my ſelf, that they 
ſhould ſhew forth my praiſe, ' Your fall from: the 
Covenant of Works, is not your liberty from 
the eſſential duties of it'; neither is your inca- 
pacity to perform ir, 'a diſpenſation of your 
obedience : *tis ſtill your duty to return from 
whence you fell ; to take the Lord to be. your 
God, to, love him with all your heart,' and with 
all your might; to truſt in him; to fear and 
obey him.” A draught of theſe Covenant-duties 
did God place in your conſcience by which 
you ſhall be judged, Rom. 2. 12. 15. though 
the countnterpane you have defaced ; yet the 
Original Deed is with God,and will be brought 
forth in the day of Chriſt againſt ſuch as have 
not taken the Lord for their God. 

You ate alſo maintained by God, and that ob- 
liges you to him : *Twas. the argument the A- 
poſtle urged to the Maſters of Reaſon 'in that 
age, why they ſhould ſeek the Lord; becauſe 
'ewas from him they. had their ſubſiſtence 
Afts 17. 28. For in him we live, and move, and 
have onr being. If God maintains you, *tls ra- 
tional he ſhould have the uſe of you : ?Twas the 
reaſon Moſes nſed ' to prove God's right to 1/- 
rgels all, Dent. 32. 9, to1i5. The Lord's portion 


PD his people ; facob 1s the lot of his inheritance ; |, 


why ? He foung bins in the deſert Z,and, in by 
| ; waits 
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waſte howling wilderneſs; he led him about ; he 
inſtructed him; _ he kept him as the. apple of his 
exe: As en Eagle ftirreth up her neſt, fimtereth 
over her young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
them, beareth them on hcr wings 3. ſo the Lord 
alone did lead him, and there was no ſtrznge God 
with him : (And therefore no reaſon they ſhould 
leave him for ſtrangers.) He made him ride up- 


on the high places of the earth, that he might eat 


the increaſe of the field ; and he made him to ſuck 
honey out of the Rock, and oyl out of the flinty 
Rock : Butter of Kine, and milk of Sheep,with ſat 
of Lambs and Rams, of the breed of Baſhan, and 
Goats, with the ſat of hidnies, of wheat, and thou 
diaſt drink the. pure blood of the Grape. Mercies 
are cords and bands by which the Lord obligeth 
men to himſelf: drew thew with cords of a 
man, and with bands of love, Hoſ. 11. 4. All thy 
life (ſinner) hath been'full of theſe conſtraints 
of mercy and love, to take the Lord ro be thy 
God. 

The Goſpel of Grace which you profeſs to 
own and receive, - binds you ro ſeek firſt the 
Kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
Matth. 6.33. to do the work of God, to. la- 
bour for that bread which endures ro eternal 
life ; to work the works of God, 70h. 6. 27,28, 
to be no more your own, but the Lord's, 1 Cor. 
6.19, 20. Ceale to call or think your ſeives 
Chriſtians ; tell the world you do not believe 
or hope to be ſaved by a crucified Chriſt,or elſe 
come over to him and be diſpoſed by his facred 
Will, This is your duty. 


H 4 | Arg. 
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\, Arg. 4. Fourthly, Weigh the unſpeakable 
gain thar will ſurely accrew royou, 'if you ſe 
up this Trade of Godlineſs. I have already ſhewn 
in the demonſtration of this point,the great pro? 
fit that this Heavenly Trade will -turn'unto, tb 
all that deal thoroughly in it, ro which I adviſe 
you to calt back your eye, and take three or 
four conſiderations more, to conyince your un- 
derſtandings that Religion 1s eligible on grounds 
of greateſt intereſt: For, oY 

Firſt, Religion will maintain you in the hard- 
eſt times : So will not other Trades ; there may 
be ſeaſons when earthly employments will turn 
to no accounts ; You have heard that riches 


poue not in the day of wrath ; and ſome of you , 


ave ſeen the time, when they that work could 
yet ſcarcely eat; but God's work is meat and 
drink, when daily bread fails, 7oh. 4. 30. 1 have 
meat to eat that you know not of. Godlineſs hath the 
promiſe of the life that now 1s, and of that which is 
fo come. 1 Tim. 4. 8. God careth for the righte- 
015 5 and when the Lions lack , and are hunger-bit, 
they that fear the Lord ſhall want no good thing, 
Pſal. 34. 10. They ſhall be ſure to be provided 
for, whoever wants: God hath paſt his word for 
it All things are theirs by purchaſe, who are 
Chriſt's by choice; that is (faith Piſcator ) 
(o) All earthly things are deſigned of God for your 
#[e, and the f Hes, of your ſalvation : Not 
as if the Saints had a right to other mens in- 
rereſts, The Apoſtle doth not ſpeak here (faith Pa- 
reus) of civil poſſeſſions,but of that divize order by 
(0) Omnes res terrene veſtrys uſtus » & veſtre Jauri 


# Deo gdeftinatg ſunt, 
which 
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which all things ought to ſerve the good and advan- 
rage of the Church of God.The Earth is the Lord's, 
& the fulneſs thereof;all which is given into the 
hands of Chriſt for the good ofhis people :' 4nd 
hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to 
be head over all things to the Church, Epheſ.1.22. 
The whole Earth is but God's Kitchin, for the 
maintenance of his houſe ; and if he will feed 
his ſervants and ſlaves, much more his chiMren : 
He gives to all their meat in ane ſeaſon, and ſatiſ- 
fies the deſires of every living thing : Much more 
will he care for, and give food convenient to his 
living in Fer#ſalem. Indeed Believers are not of 
the world, and therefore have not their por- 
_ tions in the world ; they are the Heirs of: Hea- 
yen, and have no promiſe of more on Earth 
than will comfortably carry them home, and 
ſuffice for the diſcharge of thoſe offices aſſigned 
to them here; They are Servants, not Heirs, 
who carry the cloak-bags in their journey, Per- 
ſons of grandeur bear no more about . them 
than for preſent uſe: Surely, were earthly trea-" 
ſures good for heayen-born ſouls, he that gives 
berter things would not'deny theſe : But God 
knows enough is as good as a feaſt; and fo much 
the Saints ſhall haye in their paſſage home. No 
man ſends his ſervants a journey, but he allows 
them enough to carry them thorough ; and ſo 
will God to his : If he maintains idlers and ene- 
mies ; much more will he feed his faithful ſer- 
yants and tabourers: He hath promiſed to fupply 
all their wants, Phl. 4. 19. and is able to make 
it good : If he thinks it not much to give them 
a Crown, he will not deny them Crumbs A : 
| Fo 
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God ſhonld let his work-men want, his work 
would ceaſe ; his own intereſt, as well as his 
promiſe, obliges him to look after ſuch ; his 
Lore Truth, Glory, with all his Attribures, are 
concerned to maintain his people in his work ; 
and therefore nothing more ſure than daily 
bread, and ſufficiency in all things to ſuch as 
ſerve and obey him. , 

Secondly, Godlineſs will ſecure you in dan- 
gerous times, Prov. 3. 23.. Thou fhalt then walk 
in thy way ſafely, and thy foot ſhall not ſtumble ; 
when thou lieſt down, thou ſhalt not be afraid ; 
Jea thou ſhalt lie down, and thy ſleep ſhall be ſweer, 
V.'24. For the Lord ſhall be thy canfidence, and 
ſhall keep thy foot from being taken, The way of 
duty 1s the way of ſafety : whatever men think, 
the greateſt ſecurity is in the boldeſt Adyentures 
for God (if regular;) where his Sun does guide 
you, there his ſhatow will cover you; who ſhall 
barm you if you are followers of that which ts good? 
x Pet. 3.13. Men may threaten you, but cannot 
injure you ; they may ſpoil your eſtates, impri- 
ſon your bodies, but cannot do you any real 
harm ; while men keep with God, God will 
abide with them ; his preſence ſhall fence them, 
his fayour ſhall ſhield them, his Angels ſhall en- 

camp about them z all his Attributes ſhall guard 
and fecure them : God's people that cleave to 
him in duty, are as the Hebrews in Goſhey, as 
Tfracl in the wilderneſs,as Noah in the Ark;they 
pnely are ſafe from ruining evils, when others 
are expoſed to deſtroying judgments. | 

Thirdly, Nay, Holineſs will not onely main- 
tain and ſecure you ; butit will alſo enrich you, 

anc 
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and fill you with the beft Treaſures, the true 
Riches,” Lxke 16, 11. the tryed gold that can- 
not be corrupted or defranded, Matth: 6. 25. It 
will furniſh you with the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt : the wortd hath its treaſures ; and ſo hath 
Chriſt his precious ſabſtance, to beſtow on al} 
that trade with and for him ; as hath been alrea- 
dy ſhewn. | 

Fourthly, Piety. will cheer and delight you ; 
no comforts like theits who walk with God in 
truth : This was Hezekia's cordial when under 
a ſentence of death, 1a. 38.3. Remember O 
Lord, T beſeech thee, how I have walked before 
thee in trath, ' and with. a perfeft. heart : And 
Pan's rejoycing, that is all ſjrmplicity and godl 
ficerity he had his converſation in this world, 
2 Cor. 1.12, The pureſt pleaſures flow down 
from the Throne,and ſteam in thorough Sanftu- 
ary-waters into the ſou] : Alas! what are thoſe 
droſſy comforts that run thorough the worlds 
chanels, which onely leave a ſlime behind, and 
then empty themſelves into the dead Sea of 
perdition, periſhing in their uſing, Col.2.22, Car- 
nal mirth hath a pleaſant entranceybur an ill fare= 
well, Prov. 14, 13. Even in langhter the heart-ip 
ſorrowfull, and the end of that mirth is h:avineſs : 
But Religion breeds the beſt contentments, and 
moſt ſatisfying pleaſures, P/al. 36.8. They ſhall 
be abundant ly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, 
and thou ſhalt maks them drink of the rivers of 
thy pleaſures. 

Fifthly, Wiſdom's Trade will make you tru- 
ly great and honourable, and give you a place 
ro walk among thoſe that ſtand by, Zach. E 7: 

6 at 


1038 The Heavenly Trade 
That is,(faith /4nims) @) F will place thee in the 
ſame dignity the Angels 

thoſe Myriades, Prov. 4. 8, Exalt her, and ſts 
ſhall promote thee ; ſhe . ſhall, bring thee ta honour 
when thou doſt embrace her. V. 9, She ſhall give 
ro thine head an Ornament - of grace, a Crows of 
lor) ſhall ſhe deliver thee. How contemptibly 


oever the world looks on the waies of Godli- 


neſs, and tlioſe that eſpouſe them ; yet all true 
greatneſs lies on the ſide of piety. All the world's 
glory is but a Pageant, a meer ſhow of honour, 
compared to that which is'on the head of every 
rrue Believer ; + Saints have the nobleſt extra- 
Etion, born of God ; the higheſt dignity, made 
Kings aid Prieſts unto God, Rev. 1.6. Ye ſhall be 
wnto me 4 Kingdom of Prieſts, Exod.10.6.Cloath- 
ed with the richeſt Ornaments, perfe& ,rhrough 
divine cielineſs, Ezck,16.10,to 15. appointed to 
a Kingdom that is eyerlaſting aſſured of Thrones 
and Crowns with Chriſt for evermore,Rev.3.21, 


To him that overcometh will I grant to fit with © 


me in my throne, even as 1 alſo overcame, and am 
fit "down with my Father in his Throne.. A ſure 
Throne ſhall Believers have above, as certain as 
Chriſt is now upon his Fathers Throne ; and the 
ſame Throne that the Father gives to Chriſt, 
ſpecifically, though not gradually ; A Crown fitted 
to their heads; indeed Saints cannot wear the 
Crown Chriſt doth; his is the Redeemer's 


Crown ; theirs the Redeemeds, made. of the 


+ (p) Conftituam te in eadem dignitate qua ſunt Angels 
© .Dez in Celo, E5 inter zpſprum Myriadas it eadem Eccte- 
ſia conver ſaberis. | . 

ſame 


of God enjoy in Heaven, 
and thou ſhalt dwell in the ſame Church among 
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fame glory : fo#,' 17. 24. Father' T'will that they 
alſo whom thou haſt \prven me, be with me, that 
they may behold my glory which thou haſt groen me, 
' 2 Tim. 2. 12: If we 'ſaffer, we Jhalt \ alſo reign 
with him. O bleſſed glory, andi greatly hy 5x 
longed for ! whoſe \ meaſure is inconiprehehſi- 
ble, whoſe duration is undeterminable: ©: *- - 
Now, Sinners ; If theſe Arguthents convince 
you that 'tis your neceſlity, intereſt' and duty 
to {et upon this great employment, and you 
. find your hearts really willing $6 comie up to 
| the propoſed terms of this liigh Calling,and em- 
brace any counfels that fead thereto! *(a) Then ; 
- Dire&.-1. Firſt ;/ You muſt 'get a capacity 
for ſo excellent an'undertaking : Heavefſly work 
is t00 high for etirthly natures-;: and- ſpecial 
ſervice for common endowmerts : They that are 
jm the" fleſh cannot\ pleaſe God, Rom!) 3 il 1 
8.8. No creature cat at beyond 1474 0Ye now 
ts being, *tis above the ſphere-of oe offe | 
uhchanged ndture:ro carry up the Soul to things 
above, there-muſt be. ſpiritual-principle be- 
fore there can be a7 heavenly operation ; you 
muſtfifitbe God's workmanſhip before you can 
do his/work: 5 and'be'treated © to good works be- 
fore you'6an walk therein, Eph. 2.'10, *Tis' a fad 
thing (faith MriCarpl):to fee a bad | * 
wan do that which is Did; yer it is" Garyl : OYArrs 
4 fadder.firht; to iſet a bad "mat je dba ROng 
continuing in-his ſtate, to go on do= 1 
ing-good ; this is the atting of the uew creature's 
part in the old creathre”s. ſtate, and what well that 


ai 


( 2), Prima ſanitatis Pars je vette Jana) i; A willingnels 
ro be healed is the firſt parr'of health. ' Sox. | 


avail? + 
eg O 


— 
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avail? To ſer upon Religion.in an unregenerate 
ſtare, is labour-in vain ; the dumb may as well 
ſpeak, the blind ſee, the dead walk, while they 
remain. ſuch, as they that are evil do good: 
Can 4a corrypt tree bring forth good fruit ? Mat, 
7.18, Or 4 Fonuntait four forth, at the ſame place 
ſweet water. and-bitter ? Fam, 3. 1x. No more 
can: an- unfanGtified Soul' do holy. work. "The 
perſog muſt be graciqus before the;'work 
can be good 3 God had firft reſpett to Abel, aud 
they to bis Offering , Gen. 4, 4 The ungrafied 
Cherry-tree brings forth but-harſh fruit, Jet the 
ſoil and dreſhing be never ſo good ; fo .is the 
Squl under the higheſt priviledges and perfor- 
mances Without implantation into Chriſt : The 
root muſt- bear the branch before the branch 
can bear fruit; a breaking off from the wild 
Olive with a participation of .the fatneſs of the 
good QOlive-tree, is abſolutely neceſſary to true 
faithfuſneſs, Row. 11. 17, x8. Four things' art 
needful to make an action Evangelically good; 
a good Principle, Matter, Form and End : ne 
ther of which is confiſtent, with a man.in his 
natural ftate : *Tis dangerous alſo as .well a 
vain, for perſons to ſer upon'doing ' good, and 
never care to become good; for this deceivey 
their own Souls, making them think their con- 
dition ſafe when they are wretched, miſerable, 
poor, blind and naked, Rev, 3. 16. and not only 
feeds an error in their ſtate, but ſtrongly hin- 
ders the cure, while theſe unprofitable duties 
conſume Salvation-time, and deſtroy Salvation- 
hopes ;. deſpair is uſually the iſſue of preſump- 
rion ; and they that conceit too ſoon that all + 
we 


zs the beſt Trade. | I Ti 


well, ſhall conclude when too Jate, that-it ſhall 
never be better ; This then is: your firſt. work, 
(Souls) To. be ſarflified and made meet for. Jour 
Maſters nſe, and prepared (þ) to every good work, 
2 Tim. 2.21, Labour to get your natures chan- 
ged, and hearts quickened.; you muſt. be born 
again, Or. cannot ſee the Kingdom of God : Be 
looking to Jeſus to create in you a new heart, 
a renewed mind, will and affeCtions,. to have a 
ſaving principle put into your hearts, and a diſ- 
poſition of Soul towards the whole: will- of 
God : Cry mightily for the Spirit, and wait for 
his movings upon the face of Sancuary-waters, 
and for. a mighty power of God in the Goſpel 
upon your Souls : Get under the healing-wings 
of Chriſt,and reſt not looking unto Jeſus till vir- 
tue, go.out from him to heal your Souls: If 
this. be thy reſtleſs. deſire, thou can'ſt nat ler 
Chriſt alore, running after him, crying,Zeſ#, thex 
Sax.of David, have mgrcy upon me z he will, turn 
again, and haye compatſion, and give the holy 
Spirit tg.,them that. unfeignedly and incellantly 
ask Lim, Mark 10. 47, 48, 49. Luke LE. 13, 
"DiretZ. 2.- gecondly, ceate. from your own 
works. Za. '55- 7, Let the. wicked forſake his 
Wan, and. the nurighteous man his thaughts,' and 
ls bye. xe tu, wits; the Los end he will Er. 
mere) -  Tlie;firlt Rep. in.xerurning to, God,” 16 
departing . from ſio-and $1t5 (14, ), Neinsr 94k 
we (faith, Calvin) bold. coyrerſe wyith. a holy Gags 
(6) 6 vor, faſhioned-as a Wetlel.:, the-meaning 18 
nt er ) aches a = 1s had yoo wrnss 
hearr is fixred ro good works. (c) Neb! nobss: cm 
Deo eſſe poreſi nifi a nevis diſceganugs, Calv.. 1. 5 jp 
q F ; 
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till we be eſtranged from our unholy ſelf. When . 


the Apoſtle adviſes the Epheſians to put on the 
new man, Eph. 4. 24. He firſt exhorts them to 


put off the old, with his whole converſation : 


werſ., 22. That ye put off concerning the former 
converſation the old man, which is corrupt : Grace 
builds not on an old foundation, neither does it 
adorn, but reform the former converſation of 
called Saints; there is no cloathing , upon. in 
regeneration-work, the old garments muſt off 
before the new will come on: Religion is not 
a covering for, but” a ſtripping off a finful life,. 
neither can you be free to ſet on God's work 
till you leave, your. old works. Roz. 6. 20. For 
when you were the ſervants of ſin, ye were free 
from righteonſneſs,: You had nothing to-do with 
hol meſs you had no freedom to.do' God's work 
while you were Sing ſervants : He. ſpeaks" of 


their attual liberty from grace,not their legal free-' 


dom, (a) faith Parens; ). you are not at liberty 


to do the. work of -holineſs, while under- the: 
command of 1in.' Ny ran cat ferye 'two Ma-" 


ſters: ar. 6. 24 that is, two' contrary Lords, 
How can the ſame-man (e) (faith Gretms) fol- 
low goal:neſs as his work, and at'the ſame time 
be arſtrafted with cares about getting and keep- 


ing*earthly things ? *Tis 4 yanity for perſons to 
dream of a compliance between fin-and holi- 
neſs, 'whoſe work is too. inconſiſtent. for one- 
Sout it-one time; ruling iniquity and grace, are 


(4) Libertas hic defatio non de jure intelligatur. (e) Quo- 
modo” porerit unus idemgq; homo pietati ſe quantum opus 
eſt impenaere 65 ' ſimu! ciroa divitias querendas ſervan- 

daſq; perpetua ſolicitudine diſtrahi 2 Grot. | 
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two contrary ſtates, which/ cannot meet in one 
perſon and time : Never think of ſetting 'up 
on the Heavenly Trade, till you-are freed from 
helliſh ſervitude, and inveſted with the liberty 
of the Sons of God, a' freedom: from the love 
and ſervice of every ſin. Godlinefs calls for the 
whole of a man's hearr, ſtrength tand rime, {and 
requires a perſon void'of any inconſiſtent obli- 
gations z reſolve to break: from every way of 
death, if ever you think to enter into the my 
of life. 
Dire#.' 3. Thirdly, Make over! your ſelvesto 
the Lord in an Everlaſting Covenant ; they-that 
will be Maſters of a Trade,muſt'firſt be bouhd to 
the ſervice of it, and reſign up their* perſons, 
wills, capacities and time to the inſtruCtion and 
government of another in order to their fitneſs 
for ſuch a calling : And fo muſt fouls that will 
learn Wiſdom's Merchandiſe, they muſt bind 
themſelves to the Trade, and make over them- 
ſelves and their all to God in Chrift, .'to be 
taught and enabled to ſet up this excellent 
work. fer. go. 5. They ſhall ask the way to Sion 
with their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come and let 
us 103i onr ſelves to the Lord'in a perpetual Cove- 
nant that cannot be forgotten. Sin had made a fe- 
paration between their God and them , and 
brought # death upon their mercies and Temple- 
enjoyments : but now the Spirit of Prophecy 
breathins on theſe dry bones, moves then to a 
vital-union with the fountain of life, (the onely 
regular way- to their new work and mercies) 
they mult firſt be joyned\ to the Lord, before 
ey can be rejoyned to one - another; and re- 
enjoy 
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enjoy- their loſt priviledges ; and this union 
lies in a hearty acceptance of offered grace, a 
taking hold of God in Chriſt, and a Cove- 
nant-ſurrender of he whole ſoul and its All 
to him again: [O for arms to embrace him, 
faith Mr. Awtherford !] This is called a giving 
up of ones ſelf to the Lord, 2 Corinth. 8, , 
But ths they did not as we hoped, but firſt gave 
themſelves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of 
God : They exceeded our hope : We onely ex- 
pected ſome part of what was theirs, but they 
gave'themſelves firſt to God, and to us (to he 
directed and governed by the will of God, to 
be placed in the fellowſhip of his Goſpel) as 
well as their intereſts to the ſervice of his 
people: *Tis alſoa giving away of ones ſelf to 
the Lord wholly, unreſervedly and perpetually, 
to be-no more his own, I Cor. 6. 19. And ye 
are not your own. This ſurrender of your {elyes 
to God (ſouls) muſt be.in judgment,underſtand- 
ingly, and ariſeth freely on choice ; univerſally, 
without the leaſt reſervation ; abſolutely, with- 
out any-limitation or conditions of our own; 
eternally, without any expiration and term of 
this grant, and to be atteſted by all overt at 

within your power, ſa. 44.5. One ſhall ſay 1 an 

the Lord's; another ſhall call himſelf by the nam 

of Facob ; another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand mi iſ 

tothe Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the name «| 

jacob. Whatever may moſt fully enſure and 

expreſs an abſolute devotedneſs unto God, mult 

be done by thoſe that ever expect to thrive in 

grace and godlineſs. Yerſe 3, 4. 7 will pour wati 

pon him that 1s thirſty, and floods upon the by 

x; ground; 
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ground ; 1 will pour my Spirit npon thy. feed, and 


my bleſſing upon thy off-ſpring, and they ſhall ſpring 
up as among the graſs, as willows by the water- 
courſes. When once this implantation into Chriſt 
is diſpatched, then will the Lord give profperi- 
ty to that ſoul ; then are you in a ſure way to 
ſucceſs in all your holy undertakings, and like 
to ſpeed well in this Heavenly Trade when you 
become entirely the Lord's in order to it: O be 
not ſatisfied till God he yours: [The King*s Son 
or no Hasband, Rutherford.] The rational ſoul 
(faith Amugnſtine) being capable of God, can be ſa- 
tisfied with nothing but God, 

Diretft. 4. Fourthly, -Come over into the fa- 


. mily of Chrilt, if you would drive on this Hea- 


venly Trade to purpoſe : Apprentices are houſ- 
hold ſervants, up-riſing, and down-lying ; and 
ſo muſt Wiſdom's Traders be ; they muſt be 
members of Chriſt's family, and dwellers in the 
houſe of God. Pſal. 65. 4. Bleſſed is the man 
whom thou chuſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto 
thee, that he may dwell in thy Courts ; we ſhall be 
ſattsfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even. of thy 
holy Temple. Thoſe whom God chuſes for him- 
ſelf, he brings to himſelf, and makes them 
dwellers in his Courts: Sach , fentilian r6- 
a one 15 entered into bis fami- confirus, ut fide inte- 
ly, that he being a ſound Be- gra inter ſanftos celi 
liever, may ſpend his life a- cives vitam degat. 
mong the holy, Citizens of Buc. 
Heaven. Thoſe whom the Lord takes into Co- 
yenant, he takes into communion ; not onely 
with himſelf, but with his people. fer. 3.14,15. 
1 am married unto you, and I will take you one of 
Þ | a City, 


116 The Heavenly Trade 
a City, and two of a Family, and I will bring you 
unto Sion, and 1 will give you Paſtors according to 
my own beart, which ſhall feed you with knoyledje 
and underſtanding : This was intended of Golpel- 
times and Churches : When all rhe Nations ſhall 
be gathered to the Name of the Lord to feruſalem, 
verſe 17. And the houſe of judah ſhall walk with 
the houſe of Iſrael, verſe 18. which began to be 
fulfilled upon the breakxing down of the partt- 
tion wall, and the bringing in of the Gentiles 
unto Chriſt, Epheſ. 2. 14,15,19. When Believers 
ſtonld be no more ſtrangers, 
and foreiners , but fellow-ci- 
tizens with the Saints, and of the houſho!d of God, 
The Apoſtle hath reference to the x2th verſe, 
where ſouls out of Chriſt are ſaid to be aliens 
from the Common-wealth of 7ſrael, ſtrangers 
to the Covenant of Promiſe ; but now having 
acceſs to God by one Spirit, verſe 18, Ye are 
no more ſtrangers and toreiners. (a) 7r reſpett 
of th: Church of God you are no longer ſtrangers 
(faith Zarchy) but fellow-citizens with the Saints, 
aud in regard of the Cruenant of God, you are m 
more foreimers, but of th: honſhold of God. In 
whom all the building fitly framed together (that 
is, Every ſtone in the building) growerh unto an 
holy Temple in the Lord, verſe 22. The Church 
of God is his Temple where he is rightly ſery- 
ed, Rev. 7,15. Therefore are they before the 
Throne of God, and ſerve hin day and night in his 
Temple : which is his Church (faith Mr. Darham) 
bere begun by fellowſhip in his Ordinances and in 
(s ) Reſpettu Rezpublice Iſraelis (1. 6.) Eccleſie concives 
Jinclorum: reſpettu federis cum Deo eſſe a” Dez. 

eaves 
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Heaven compleatly. Ezek. 20. 40. For in my ho- 
ly Mountain ; in the Mountain of the Height of 
lſrael (a type of Goſpel-Churches) ſaith .the 
Lord God ; there ſhall all the houſe of Iſrael, atl of 
them in the Land, ſerve me; there will I accept 
them, there will I require your offerings :. Plainly 
intimating that God hath no acceptable ſervice, _ 
but in the Churches of his ' Saints ; I mean as 
to publick worſhip: Perſons cannot give God his 
full inſtituted worſhip, till they come into fel- 
lowſhip with his people, ſeeing Church-fellow- 
ſhip is ic ſelf an inſtitution of Chriſt. Marth. 28. 
19, 20. Atts 2.41, 42.1 Cor. 12.28. Mat. 18, 
17, 18, 19. The Church of Chriſt is his body, 
where he hach fer his members, 1 Cor. 12, 18. 
That being fitly joyned together, they might increaſe 
with the increaſe of God, Ephzſ. 4. 16. Col. 2.19. 
His Vineyard where his work lics, and into 
which he ſends his Labourers, ſa. 5.7. Matth. 
20. I, 2. His Garden where his Lillies and Beds 
of Spices are. Cant. 6. 2. Hu Family where 
he feeds and inſtructs them ; where fl guides 
and governs them. IT Tm. 3. I. Ephef. 3. ty. 
His Santnary where he hides and ſecures them. 
Pſal. 78. 69. His Galleries where he walks, 
and is held by his Saints, Cart. 7. 5. Hi Golden- 
candleſticks where his Lamps are burning :- The 
Firmament and Heaven where his Stars are 
ſhining, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſeth 
with healing in his wings. Kev. 2. 1. There's his 
Granary where he Jaies up his proviſions, his 
manna, marrow, fat things, and ſpiced wine : 
Iſa. 25. 6. There's his School where he inſtrufts 
bis Diſciples, and makes them wiſe to ſalvation, 
. T'$ Iſa. 


118 The Heavenly Trade 


' Iſa. 64. 13. All thy children ſhall be tanght 
x fr? and rokong ſhall be the peace of rope 
drew : There are his Oracles and Secrets. Rom. 
3- 2. The Adoption, the Glory, the Covenants, the 
giving of the Law, and the Service of God, and the 
Promiſes, Rom. 9. 4. There's his Nurſery where 
his tender plants are ſet to grow, where he 
brings in thoſe that ſhall be ſaved. At 2. 47. 
And the Lord added to the Church daily ſuch as 
ould be ſaved, His converting the Gentiles js 
called a perſwading them into the tents of Shem, 
that is the Church of God, Gen. 9. 27. Yea the 
Houſe of God is the gate of Heaven, Gen.28.17. 
This 1s none other but the Houſe of God ; this is 
the gate of Heaven, (v) By the gate of the Church 
Alaith' Auguſtine) we enter into the gate of Para- 
diſe : How goodly then are theſe Tents of facob? 
How amiable are thoſe Tabernacles of Iſrael ? As 
the valleys they ſpread forth, as gardens by the 
Rivers ſide, as the trees of Lign-alces which the 
Lord hath planted, and as Pn, gen befide the 
waters, Numb. 24.5, 6. To your Tents then 0 
Tſrael, 2 Sam. 20..1. Fly to your windows O je 
Doves, Iſa. 60.8. Love the habitation of God's 
houſe, and the place where his honour dwells, Pſal, 
26. 8. Where are ſach pleaſures, treaſures,light, 


life 2 where are your chiefeſt intereſts, your pri- 


viledges, your work, your Lord, the firſt-fruits 
. of your eternal glory ? if you have taken Chriſt 
for your Teacher, you muſt take his Church for 


your School ; you muſt dwell where he dwells, 
where you may fit at his feet, and :receive his 


Doctrine, ; WS 
(6) Per poream Ecelefie in poream Paradis a 


Direth, 


b 
[ 
f 
p 
| 
( 
| 
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Dire#., 5. Fifthly, Be mortified to this pre- 
ſent world ; get your hearts ITooſe from things 
below. No man that warreth (a) entangleth Lim- 
ſelf with the affairs of thu life, that he may pleaſe 
him that hath choſen him to be a ſouldier, 2. Tim. 
2. 4. He does not lay ties and ſhares about his 
feer, which throw him down, and hinder the 
courſe he engages to follow. Chriſtianity is 
2 Warfare, and Race; earthly things in. the 
heart are as entanglements {bout the feet,which 
hinder this undertaking 3 you will have no-li- 
bderty to, heavenly things, till redeemed from 
the Earth ; nor can run the race towards glory, 
till you lay afide the weights that preſs you down, 
and the fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet you, Htb. 12.1. 
If you- will ſet your affections on things -above, 
you muſt firſt :ake them. off from things beneath, 
Col. 3. 2. He that ſetshis.face towards Heaven, 
muſt turn his. back upon the world, Phil. 3. 13. 
Forgetting thoſe things that are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto thoſe things that are before : The 
world is one of thoſe things Chriſtians muſt 
leave behind them, if.ever they think ro.reach 
Heaven (65) We ſhozl/d (faith Luther) with a cer- 
tain greatneſs of mind contemn this life, and world, 
and with a large heart breathe = the future 
glory of an. Eternal Life, Till you are brought to 
a contempr of this world, and can count it as | 
droſs and dung, you can never value Heaven, or 
purfue things above with an even and uninter- 


(a) "ETA 21, tricis &J laqueis implicgtur (b) Dete- 

bamits magno animo contemaere vitam 6&5 mundi:m &5 

pleno peftore anhelare ad futuram gioriam aterna vite, 
uther, in Gen, | | 


I 4 ; - "rupred 
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rupted heart, , That ſoul which deſigns to make 
Re 101 
at all 
and' fitted to all the inſtruCtions that lead to it, 
which an earthly heart cannot do : A light and 
mutable ſpirit, now for God, and then for the 
world, is unfit for this great employment, He 
that pats his hand to the plough, and looks back 
unmeet for the Kingdom of God, Lithe 9. 62. And 
ſuch 1s a heart under,the command of earthly 


things';**tis never ſtedfaſt with God: the things. 
of this world fill the ſoul with wind, apd make 
it light and trifling about the things of God; 


The heart of man is like that Fewel (1 have read 
of) that one gave to Alexander, that while it was 


kept bright, weighed down the choiceſt $0 and 


% 


moſt precious ſtones; . bit" if once it fell into the 


Auſt, and took ruſt, it was lighter than a feather : 
And ſq is the. heart, if it falls inro the duſty 
things of this world. The Church cloathed with 
the Sun, hath the Moon under her feet, Rev, 


I2, I. The more a ſqul is filled with the pure 


knowledge of God, and ſhining in its converſa- 
tion, the more it is lifted up above the world ; 
The nearer Heaven, the farther from Earth, 
The more ſeparate from the world(faies Mr.Green- 
hill on. Ezek. 3.23.) the more fit for communion 
with God : Exzchiel muſt leave his houſe, and go 
znto the plain, and there the Lord will talk, with 
him. The King's daughter muſt forget her own 
people, and her Father's houſe, ere the King 
would greatly deſire her beauty, Pſal.45.10,11, 
'And 4braham muit leave his Countrey,and plea- 
jant habitation, before he could ger into a way 


gr rs work, muſt be ready to attend ir * 
imes, and to have the heart 'compoſed 


of 


zs the beſt Trade, 12x 


of frequent communion with God ; and ſo muſt 
a ſ:ul in heart and atiections fit looſe from: 
the enſnaring things of this world, if ever 
he thinks to drive this Heavenly Trade. (c) By 
ſo much the more (faith ugnſtine) doth any one 
cleave to God, as he ceaſes from loving his own 
intereſts, 

Dire. 6. You muſt reſolve on this alſo, To 
ſubmit to all the inſ{truftions the Lord Jeſus 
gives you ; to go thorough all the Jabours, and 
bear all the burdens that this Heavenly Trade 
calls you to; every Art and Calling have their 
principles and rules, by the knowledge and obe— 
dience of which they are attain'd to; and ſo 
hath Religion: And as Piety 1s the. higheſt and 
nobleſt profeſſion ; ſo are its principtes more, 
pure, and myſterjous, and with greateſt difhcu]- 
ty. attainable. Acquired knowledge furniites 
men with light ſufficient for all earthly under- 
takings ;- but to this Heavenly Trade borh in- 
fuſed and acquired underſtanding is needful z. 
both rules, and an eye to diſcern them muſt be , 
given, if ever this-Art be obtained : For this 
end the Lord Jeſus is given, for 4 light of the 
Gentiles, to open the blind cyes, that they may lee, 
You 42. 6,7. and for 4 Prophzr,to teach and in- 
Iruct them the way they {ſhould go : and to 
hear and obey him as ſuch, is the abſolute dg- 
ty of all that have given themſelves up ro'his. 
conduct and government; 46s 3.22. 4 Prophet - 
ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your 
brethren like unto-1me, him ſhall Jou bear in, 4ll 


—- - -- "rs. — 


(*) Tanto magts.adheret.Deo quiliber quanta minits dis 
wet propraut 
Ef ro prvums 


things 


- 


.nothing but w 
"Tent, and pleaſant : Hear and your ſouls ſhall live, 
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things whatſoever he ſtall ſay anto you. He hath 
undertaken to inwiſe them that obey him, and 
ro ſhew them what they muſt do, Atts 9.6, And 
if they go on . to:know, they ſhall know the 
Lord : if they fit at his feer, and hear his Word, 
Dent. 33.3. he will ſhine out to them, and ſend 


—out 4 fiery Law for them: In order to -which 


inſtruction your duty is to hear him, to watch 
daily at his gates, and to wait at the poſts of 
his houſe, Prov. 8. 34. when he calls, ſay with 
Samuel, Speak Lord, for thy ſervant heareth, 
x Sam. 3.10. And whatſoever he ſaith (aid the 
Mother of. our Lord) »zto you, do it, fohn 2. 5, 
Slight no directions, ſtick- at no difficulties in. 
comporting with his pleaſure, *tis for the life of 
your ſouls ; obedience is ſo neceſſary in the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, as that without it no true 
knowledge can be attained here, ohz 7. 17. (if 
any man doth his will he ſhall know the Dottrine) 
nor ſalvation hereafter, H:5.'5.9. ( he became 
the Authour of eternal ſalvation to all them that 
obry him :) His yoke is eaſi:, and his burden ts 
light, Prov. B. 1 6. Prov. 3.17. He enjoyns you 
at is needful, profitable, excel- 


Tfa. 53. 3. Shall the ſervants of men come, go, 
do this or that, when they are bidden ? Marr. 
8.8. Yea, ſhall the Devil's ſlaves do the greateſt 
drudgeries, run moſt deſperate adventures '; 
throw themſelves from pinacles; yea damn 
their ſouls at his bidding ? and the ſervants 'of 
Chriſt ſo diſobedient (when *tis for their own 
concerns, their  mercies and advantages are 
-wrapt up in it) and that to ſo rational and eafie 

FY It» 
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jun&tions ? The conſideration of this prevailed 
with a Heathen to obedience, when againſt his 
inclination. 2 King. 5.13. His ſervants came 
near and ſaid ; My Father, if the Prophet had bid 
thee do ſome great thing, would'ſt thou not bave 
done it ? (leeing it is for thy life and health) how 
wuch rather then when he ſaith to thee, waſh and 
be clean? If his commands ſeem grievous, let 
love ſweeten them : If his yoke ſeem heavy, ler 
his reſt at the end of it render it eaſie : when 
duties ſeem burdenſom to fleſh and blood, his 
burdens heayy,lolles for the Goſpel's ſake great, 
think thps ; better ſmart once than ever; to 
undergo troubles'in the way, than at the end; 
to have my bad things here, rather than be tor- 
mented hereafter, Luke 16. 25. and what pains 
and hardſhips will men undergo for gold that 
periſheth, 1 Per. 1. 7. yea for counters © that 
cheat them ; and ſhall not I for an inheritance 
that fadeth not, reſerved in Heaven, 'x Per.1. 5? 
What ftrivings have ſome to obtain a Crown . 
that 1s corruptible ; and ſhall I be weary that 
am in purſuit of one. that is incorraprtible? 
I Cor. 9. 25. Without labour, no reſt ; without 
bearing the heat and burden of the day (when 
called thereto) no penny at the end, Matt. 20. 
12, 13. without ſtriving lawfully, no crowning, 
'2 Tim. 2. 5. without doing the commandment, 
no eating of the tree of life, Kev.22.14: without 
enduring to the end, no falvation, Mark 13.13. 
.comfort your ſelves with this, that Zeaver will 
make amends for all ; when your wet and wea- 
Ty ſowings ſhall end in a pleaſant and eternal 
haryeſt, Gal, 16. 9. Let us not be weary in well 


ao ing 
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doing, for you ſhall reap in due time, if ye faint 
not : Be ſtedfaſt, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as you know that 
Jour labour is not in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. to, 
8. 
: Dire&.7.Laſtly,What you do,do quickly:Time 
waits not your leiſure. There are but twelve 
hours in the day, and how many of them have 
been ſlept and ſinned away, and how few of 
them may be before you, who knows? What 
ifyour Sun ſhould ſet at noon day'? or a ſum- 
mons meet you in the midſt of your work : Give 
account of thy Stewardſhip, fer thou ſhalt be no lox+ 
ger Steward Luke 16.2. What will you then do 2 
Some of you are in your afternoon,S what rime 
is that to ſet forth ſuch a long journey as the 
way to Heaven is? and yet will you gain (by 
your delays) ſome of this time aHo,for the De- 
vil, World and Fleſh ? others of you are in your 
morning, (the - beſt time to put forth in-yout 
travel towards glory : ) O! loſe not your ſea- 
ſon for eternity : \/dake mnch of time, (faith 
Aquinas) eſpecially in the weighty matter of Sal- 
vation: O ! how much would they. that now lie 
frying in Hell, rejayce, if they might have the leaff 
minute of time . wherein they might pet God's fa- 
wour : the young man hath death at his back , the 
old man before his eyes, and that's the more dak- 
gerons enemy that purſues thee, than that which 
marches up to thy {ee : Chriſt's work admits of 
no delays, his injunction allows not of too mot- 
row, but while *tis called to day: Heb. 3.7. 
To day if you will hear his voice, verl. 13. To day, 
Left any of you be haraned through the —_ 
of 


' 
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of fin : Seek. the Lord while he may be found, 
Iſa. 55. 6. Haſte, haſte, the tide will not hide, 
Ratherford.] Tis now or never, while the Lighr 
ſhines, theLord knocks, the Angel moves on 
the waters, while the Lord delays his coming 2 
Salvation-work 1s quick work, God's racers 
muſt run, his Doyes muſt fly; his Servants be 
diligent, that they may be found of him in 
peace, 1 Cor.9.26. 1ſa. 60.'8, 2 Per. 3. 14. You 
that have ſtood idle in ,the market-place all 
your day hitherto, haſten- into the Lord's Vine- 


yard, Matt. 20, 6. [Love is fick to hear tell of , 


to morrow: Mr. Rztherford.] What Jonathan ſaid 
to his Lad when David's life was in danger, let 
me adviſe you : Azd Jonathan cried after the 
Lad, make ſpeed, haſte, ſtay not, 1 Sam. 20. 38. 
F rae nothing ({aid precious Mr. _ c 
Welch when on his ſick-bed) 6: Ads tulklling 
pI of the Scrip= 
that I was ſo long in beginuizg : O, |... 
faith David, that I had wings like | 
a Dove, for then would I fly away, and be at reft.: 
1 would haſten my eſcape from the ſtormy wind 
and Tempeſt, Pſal. 55. 6, 8. Sinners, you are 
in danger of ſtormy tempeſts while in your un- 
changed ſtate ; O haſten to your ſtrong holds ye 
priſoners of hops. When Brentius was like to 
be given up to the enemy, one writes him this 
note; Fage Brenti cio citirs citiſſime : Fly 
Brentius quickly, mere quickly ,* moſt ſpeedily. 
Souls, *tis for your lives, make all poſſible haſte 
. about the work of your Salvation : And you 
that are entred-on this heavenly work, double 
your diligence that you may finiſh your courle 
before God finiſhes your time : methinks he 
wor 
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word of God,and his providences this day; yea, 
every thing ſeems to thruſt you forward, and do 


to you as Pharaoh's Task-maſters did to Iſrael : 
Exod. 5.13. And the Task-maſters haſted them, 


ſay ing, fulfil your work. 
To Profeſſors. | 


Counſel 2. Secondly, if the Heavenly Trade 
be the beſt Trade ; then you that profeſs this. 
Calling, be you exhorted to follow it ; keep up 
and improve your Trade for Heaven : whar's an 
employment without improvement ? the moſt 
profitable Calling not followed, turns to little 
advantage : The day we live in gives men 
{cnſible experience of this truth, that they who 
intend to live in the World, muſt attend their 
employments : The idle perſon ſuffers hunger; 
they muſt be careful and diligent in their buſ- 
neſs, that think to make any thing of their 
earthly intereſts : and ſo *tis in this Trade of 
godlineſs; they that will be ſaved, muſt work 
ont their Salvation, A Trade 1s a man's bulineſs, 


and courſe of life, which he purſues and car- 'F 


ries on from day to day ; 'tis the ſubject of his 
thoughts, counſels, and conſiderations ; of his 
time and ſtrength, and daily work ; where he 
ends one day, - he begins the . next, and contri- 
butes his utmoſt wiſdom, parts-and labours to 
the moſt vigorous proſecution. of it : And fo 
muſt it be 1n this Heavenly Trade, (Chriſtians,) 
it muſt be the impending buſineſs, and principal 
concern of your whole life ; that which com- 
mands your thoughts, purpoſes and capacities ; 
| which 
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which engroſles your time, care and ſtrength, 
and to which every other buſineſs muſt give 
way, and every occaſion and occurrence muſt 
be ſubſervient : it muſt be followed, and driven 
on every day, in every thing, place and com- 
pany ; what-ever 1s neglected, that muſt gg 
on, and give no place to intermiſſions, no, 
not for a moment : You mult not ſay to godli- 
neſs, as Felix did to Paul; Go thy way for this 
time, when I hate a more convenient ſeaſon I will 
| ſend for thee, Atts 24. 25. Stops.in the way of 
God ate not eaſily recovered; one days neglet 
brings all out of order : Proſperity in Religion 
admits of no Parentheſss in its work, or conſiſts 
with allowed interruptions ; Piety muſt be as 
the blood that runs through every vein of your 
life, and affair in the World : In eating, drink- 
ing, talking, thinking, buying, ſelling, you muſt 
be ſtill driving on Wiſdom's Merchandiſe, Chri- 
ſtians, follow your work, or Jay down your 
Trade ; 'tis vanity, yea, the way to beggery, to 
profeſs a Calling, and not puſue ir. 


Queſt. But wherein lies this Heavenly Trade, 
which I muſt ſo make my vaſmeſs ? rj ao you 
drive at by all theſe Arguments for Heavenly 
Trading ? 


What I intend by this metaphor, I-ſhal] open. -.. 
to you under theſe ſeven general Heads,- as the © 


main duty. of a Chriſtian, and to be-carried on 
in the whole courſe of his life. 
-X To have and keep up a heavenly ſpirit. 
2 To ſecure your intereſt in heavenly things. 
- 3-10 
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. 3 To get in more and more of heavenly 
Goods. | 

4 Every day to drive on heavenly work. 

5 To be heavenly in your thoughts and me- 
dirations daily. 

6 To keep. up heavenly converſes every 
day. 

4 To improve every thing you have, meet 
with, and do, to heavenly ends and advantages. 

Firſt, If you will drive on this heavenly 
Trade, you muſt have and maintain a heavenly 
ſpirit ; this 1s the ſpring of all heavenly actions ; 
as is a man's ipirit, ſo will his thonghts, words 


and converſation be ; look what way tie ſpirit 


of a man goes, that way the man goes : They 
that are after the fi:ſh, do mind the thiigs of the 
fl:ſb ; and they that are after the ſpirit, the things 
of the ſpirit; That 1s, they that are altoget ber (a) 
led by their carnal aff:6103::, (faith W:llet) fol 
lowing the datturz of the fleſh, (faith Parens,) 
who are govern'd by a carnal ſpirit, they -mind 
and purſue carnal things ; ard they that are 
after the ſpirit, who are under the rule and go- 
vernment (6) of th= ſpirit, who are ſpiritually 
minded, theſe do favour and make after ſpiri- 
tual things. What the Prophet Ezekzel ſpeaks 
of the motion of ſecond cauſes according ro 
the direftion and influence of the firſt cauſe. 
Ezth. 1. 20, Whitherſoever the ſpirit was to go, 
they went ; (that is the wheels,) for the ſpirit of 
the living creatures was in the wheels : The ſame 
may be taid of the aCtions of men, that they 


—— 


(4) Carns auctum ſequentes, (b) Qui je jpiritus r= 
genos dedunt. Parz. | | 


are 
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ae according to the motion of that ruling ſpirit 
that is in them: they that live 21 the ' drop 
the ſpirit,Gal.5.25.Caleb's fulfilling after God,wasg 
the fruit of that other ſpirit he received, Numb, 
14. 24 Tis faid of thoſe that builded 
the houſe of God, Ezra I. 5. that God Vn 
had raiſed up their ſpirjts to the work, 
as birds ſtir up their young to fly. Then roſe up 
the chief of the Fathers of Judah and Benjamin, 
and the Prieſts and Levites, with all thoſe whoſe 
ſpirit God had raiſed np,to go up to build the Houſe 
of the Lord whith is in Jeruſalem. They that 
et about the work of Religion, muſt be perſons 
of raiſed ſpirits, capable of aſcending ro things 
above. The reaſon why no more do ſer upon 
this Heavenly Trade, is, becauſe they want this 
heavenly ſpirit, their ſpirir is eatthly, and rhat 
(as leaven) ſeaſons their whole ſouls, and makes 
their converſarions earthly : *Tis contrary tro 
nature, for a carnal mind to ſavour ſpiritual 
things ; Sch are not ſubjett to the bn of God, 
mither indeed can be, Roms. 8.7. is as natural 
for the ſtone tro aſcend, and waters to run back, 
as for an earthly heart to love and purſue hea- 
venly things. A heavenly ſpirit ſutes heavenly 
things, and does as naturally incline the ſoul ro 
things above, as the fire moves upward, and 
the water carries all that is in it to the Ocean. 
A heavenly ſpirit favours heavenly things, and 
ſtirs up heavenly deſires and motions to divine 
things. A heavenly ſpirit conveys out heaven- 
ly influences and ftrength to the ſoul, and is as 
good blogd and fpirits that ſtrengthen the bo- 
dy. A heavenly fpirit is influenced by heavenly 
| R argl= 
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arguments,and prevailed with by heavenly mo- 

0 taken from the love of God, the excel- 

lency-of Chriſt, the ſutableneſs and advantage 

of ſpiritual things to.the nature of the ſoul, the 

pleaſing and glorifying of God z all which ſig- 

nifies nothing to an. earthly and carnal heart, 

which only underſtands, favours, and is aCted by 

carnal reaſons and conſiderations. *Tis there- 

fore a principal part of a Chriſtian's buſineſs in 

this Heavenly Trade, . (and that which is leading 

to all other duties) to take heed to his ſpirit, 

Ai. 2.15. to get and keep that pure and hea- 

venly. If the fountain. be corrupt,.the ſtreams 

cannot be good : Get your- minds beam'd oyer ' 
with heavenly light, to diſcern heavenly things, 

their nature and worth ; this Paw. begs for the 

Saints at Epheſus ; Eph. 1. 17, 18. That the 

Gog of our Lord feſas Chriſt, the Father of Glory, 

may give unto you the. fpirit of wiſdom . and reves 

lation in.the knowledg. of him ; the eyes of. your 

znderſt anding being enlighten'd, that you may wy 

what is the hope of his Calling, and what is the 

riches..of the glory of his inheritance in the Saints, 

There are great hopes and glorious riches made 

oyer to Believers in the Goſpel, the knowledg, 
of .which is neceſſary to chear the: heart, .and 

engage the ſoul with all its ſtrength. to make 

out after them. One thought of Chriſt (faith 

Mr. Ball) reaching the: heart, is more to be valued 

than all Creature-contentments whatſoever, though 

they ſhould be enjoyed in their fulneſs. for a thour 

ſand years without interruption: *T'was. this kept 

alive the Apoſtles hearts, under the :dyings of 
the Lord Jekus in. their bodies, apd fill'd rhe 
wit 
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with ſuch courage & joy,that they had an eye to 
ſee glorious and eternal things.2 Cor,4.10.1 3.16, 
18, While we Jook not at the things which are feen, 
but at the things which are not ſeen ; ſor the things 
which are ſeen are temporal, but the things which 
are not ſeen are eternal, And this was their great 
work by the Goſpel, to make men ſee what is the 
fellowſhip of the myſtery which ſrom the beginning of 
the World was hid in God, who created all things b 
feſus Chriſt, Eph. 3. 9. And having got this ſpi- 
ritual eye, a Chriſtian's duty is to keep it open; 
and fixt on things above, to preſerve it from 
the injury of Sin and Satan, to take heed of the 
vapours of a carnal heart, and the duſty moteg 
of this lower World, that they fall not in and 
weaken this ſight :' to get eye-ſalve from 
Chriſt, and pure annointings of the ſpirit- on it 
every day, that they may ſee things inviſible, 
and thoſe great things of the other World they 
are engag'd about: The moſt diſcerning eye on 
this ſide the everlaſting Hills ſees bur darkly 
through a glaſs, and knows but in part, .x Cor. 
13.9. 12, How carnal are the minds of nipft 
Chriſtians -in this World ? the very Diſciples 
(though their eyes were. bleſſed with, peculiar 
ſights,) Mat. 13.16. yet had carnal appre- 
benfions of ſpiritual things, even after_the 
Lord Jeſus had ſpent all-his pains about them, 
Afﬀts 1,6. Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore 
again the Kingdom nnto Iſrael ? knowing ſouls 
have ſometimes therr eyes held that they Cannot 
ſee Feſus, Luke 24. 16. nor bear diſcoveries of 
his glorious truth, 70h. 16. 12. that the Lotd. 
Jeſus may ſay to all in this life ; O fools, and jor 
K 2 0 
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of heart to believe, Luke 24. 28. David, after 
he had been long a learner, yea, after he was 
wiſer than his teachers, yet cries out for more 
light. Pſal. 143. 8. Cao, me to know the way 
wherein I ſhould walk. Pſal. 119. 18. Open thoy 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things ont 
of thy Law. We may ſail here (faith Mr. Hooker) 

in daily ſearch, and when we know, 
Hooker on there is ſomething ſtill beyond our 
17 of Fohn, knowledg, as men that travel in the 

main Ocean, they ſee nothing but wa- 
ter, and yet ſee neither ſide ner ſhore, brim nor 
bottom, and there is more water to be ſeen. All 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledg are hid in 
Chriſt, and he keeps the keys in his own hand and 
boſome. Be often looking unto Jeſus for clearer 
fights of him, and the things freely given of 


God, with the way to them. Knock often at. 


_ the treaſury-door, till he anſwer and open, and 
ſend you away enriched with the knowledg of 
him: this is part of your Trade, to know. 
Goods, and the worth of them, and how to 
buy and fell to beſt advantage. Alas, to -what 
Fen is it to deal in Commodities that men 

now not ? and heavenly things are hidden 
things, beyond the ſearch of Men and Angels. 
x Pet, I. 12. Which things the Angels arfire to 
took. into ; (*) They bowed and ftooped down 
to pry into thoſe hidden ſecrets, and as it were 
to peep into the myſteries of the Goſpe]; as the 
word: ſignifies to look a-ſquint with croſs 
eyes; every way, and with quickeit obſervance, 


(*) Taparinſas limis oculis wel im trarſitu, © quaſe 
per cranſennam aſpicere, Bud. 


as 
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as through'a Caſement at one that paſſeth by ; 
and this they did with an earneſt and reſtleſs (y) 
deſire, The Apoſtle alludes to the Cherubims 
_ over the Mercy-ſeat, with their faces 
ooking towards the Mercy-ſeat, and through 
it to the Ark (a type of Chriſt and Goſpel-my- 
ſteries) Exod. 25. 20. as things worthy, and yet 
hard to be known, which call for an inward and 
ſpiritual eye under freſh anointings every day. 
Chriſtians, this is your daily work, to follow on 
to know the Lord ; to be much with the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs for healings and beamings on 
the eve of your mind, that you may be more 
capable to underſtand the whole counſel of God 
concerning you. This is a Heavenly Spirit or 
Mind enlightened with Heavenly Wiſdom to 
eye and underſtand heavenly ſpiritual things. 
Another property of a Heavenly Spirit is this; 
'Tis a Spirit that ſayours as well as ſees heaven- 
ly things; it taſts a ſweetneſs in divine things ; 
there is nothing in all the world that ſo pleates 
a ſpiritual mind, as ſpiritual things : ſo much is 
included in that word, Rom. 8. 5. Do (z) mind 
the things of the fleſh: that is, do favour and 
relliſh . + ſo 'tis rendred, Matth. 16. 23, 
For thow ſavoureſt not the things that be of God 
It includes the affeftions as well as underſtand- 
ing. A heavenly ſpirit takes delight in heavenly 
| things, and is an active principle that carries out 
the ſoul after God and things eternal : And 
that's your work too, to get and maintain a de- 
light in God, and divine things; to cheriſh 
breathings after heavenly things, and preſerve 


(2) enivusau. (6 ) ls 


your 
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your ſpiritual fenſes in exerciſe, that your ſouls 
may be ever quick in ſeeing, hearing, taſting, 
ſmelling and feeling, -the joyes and pleaſures 
that are'in things above ; By this means Reli- 
gion will 'be deſirable, Chriſt's yoke eafie, and 
his waies pleaſanr, and his commands not grie- 
vous, This is one' of the moſt difficult pieces 
of Chriſtianity, to maintain the inward principle 
and ſpring of holy actions pure and lively : *Tis 
far eafier to fet on. any external duty, .than to 
keep the hearr in a fit aCtive frame for God, 
which is apt to languiſh and grow out of order 
every moment, if'nor kept and maintained by 
continued ſupplies from above. Prov. 4. 23, 
Keep thy peart with all diligence, for out of it are 
the 1ſſnes of Life. Now if you would keep up a 
heavenly ſpirit : | 

Firſt, Beware of thoſe. things that weaken 
it: A Heavenly Spirit is a very tender thing, 
and muſt be charily kept,or will ſoon ſuffer loſs; 
*tis like the apple of the eye, thar is liable to 
injury from every duſt or ſtroak that comes 
nigh it'; or like a Venice-glaſs, that is down and 
broken with every little: crouch. You cannot - 
þe foo Choice and tender in watching and guard- 
Ins this Spirit from every thing thar is contrary 
ro-it. 

Take heed of carnal luſts, theſe ſtand between 
God and the foul, and theſe reſiſt the Spirit, 
Gal. 5.17, and'fight againſt the ſoul. x Per.2.17, 
Dearly- Beloved, I befſeech you as ſtrangers and 
Pilgrims abſtain frons fleſhly luſts, that war againſt 
eſ Water is as Conſiſtent with fire, ſick- 
REſs with health, death with life, as SAAmOrTI vet 

| mrs 
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laſts with a heavenly ſpirit z and you may as 
ſafely dwell with thieves and bloody murderers, 
as ſutter fleſhly luſts ro harbour near» your 
 hearis: Theſe ſuffered ro hover in the fon], 
will devour your facrifice; and [like water; 
quench this ſacred firezand with the Ivy,eat out 
the nvurithmenr of this heaven-born ſpirit. Wheti 
Alex 1nd r asked Diogenes what he would attfire 
oi 11.in; that you (ſaith he) would ſtand afide a 
litcle from between me and the warm Son : fo 
a ſoul that knows what the views of Got are, 
will defire nothing more than the remoye of 
what ſtands between him and the warming 
ſhght of this heavenly Sun. Carnal lufts are as 
yenemous breath, that ſoon ſeize on,and weaken 
the vitals of godlineſs : Never expect peace or 
welfare to the ſpiritual ſeed, till the bond-wo- 
man and her Son be caſt out. How ſoon. have 
excellent frames been all loft, and the candle of 
the Lord well-nigh put out by theſe filthy 
damps that aſcend from the deeps of unclean 
and unmortifted affections. This wrought 
ſuch changes in //-ae/; now they ſang his prai- 
ſes, and then prefently forgat his works, P/al. 
Io6, 12. Thoſe divine raptures could not abide, 
and what was the cauſe ? why *twas unmorti- 
fied laſts that had dominion over them. Y. 14: 
They lnſted exceedingly in the wilderneſs , and 
tempted God in the Deſart, and he gave thety their 
requeſts, but- ſeut leanneſs into their ſouls,' This 
ſoon brought the Jews from being conquerours, 
to captives, . that they did nor purſue their vi- 
Etories, and drive out the Canaanites out of 
the valleys, as well as the mountains, ?#dg.1.19. 

R 4 ch. 2,3, 
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c<. 2,7. This want of mortification in Believers 
is the cauſe. that their corruptions do fo often 
give check to their graces, and make their 
choice heavenly frames ſo ſhort-liv'd and mu- 
table. - CO curſed pleaſures! O damnable eaſe 
bought with the Joſs of God! Ratherford.] 0 
Chriſtians ! guard your ſpirit from thoſe filthy 
and fleſhly luſts, as Phyſicians do fortihe the ſpi= 
rits againſt malignant vapours, if ever you wilt 
maintain a gracious and heavenly ſpirit. 

Earthly things alſo admitted too near the 
heart, prove the _ bane of a heavenly fþirit: 
theſe, like a ſtone at the bird's leg, pluck it 
down when it attempts to be upon the wing : 
Worldly affections, when they exceed their 
bounds, are like waters that overflow the banks; 
they carry down all heavenly motions before 
them. Earthly things are the Devils lure to 
profeſſing Chriſtians, which draw down: their 
lotty meditations, when they are in chaſe of 
things above; as the Fowler allures down 
the towring Lark when hovering aloft in the 
gentle air, The Devil deals with earthly men, 
as Naturaliſts ſay men do with Bees ; when they 
ſwarm and are flying away, they throw up duft, and 
they ſcatter again; So doth Satan when . their 
thoughts are up upon heavenly things ; he caſts 
in the duſty thoughts of this world, and they 
ſcatter them again, Demas bath forſaken us, 
having loved this preſent world, | 2 Tim, 4. 10, 
Earthly things draw away the heart from God, 
his work and intereſt : How often do thoſe in- 
terrupt, If not countermand the moſt ſerious 
thoughts of graciqus ſouls ? and where they 
_ cannot 
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eannot as a Maſter command,they will as neigh- 
bours be often coming in, and hinder the ſoul in 
its moſt weighty buſineſs, if the-door be not 
lockt againſt their unſeaſonable viſits. Worldly 
luſts muſt be denied, as well as ungodlineſs, by 
thoſe thar intend to live righteouſly, ſoberly 
and godly in this preſent world , Tit. cap. 2. 
v. 11, 12, Earthly things are good ſervants, but 
bad Maſters ; uſeful in their place ; as fire in the 
hearth is profitable, but in the thatch danger- 
ous ; and as unruly Servants, and untamed Colts 
are ſerviceable when reduced to their place, 
and kept under government. Worldly thoughts 
are as ſome roots that muſt be often trod 
down, or they will ſpill up and ſeed in our 
hearts. Chriſtians, have a ſpecial ſtrong guard 
againſt the encroachments of your earthly af- 
fairs, if ever you will ſecure the thrivings of a 
heavenly ſpirit, | 

Take heed alſo of grieving the Spirit of Grace, 
which maintains and relieves this heavenly ſpi- 
rit : As the ſpring is to the ſtreams; ſo is the 
holy Spirit to this heavenly ſpirit in Believers, 
that feeds and ſupplies it from his own nature: 
Now to grieve this Spirit, is to provoke him 
to withhold his gracious communications to the 
ſou]. Epheſ. 4. 30, And grieve not the holy Spirit 
of God whereby you are ſealed to the day of redemp- 
tion : Which implies, that this Spirit of Grace 
being grieved,ſuſpends its comforting ſealing in- 
fluences towards the ſouls of Believers. This 
Scripture is taken from 1/a,63.10. But i 
they rebelled and vexed his holy Spirit, © 
therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he 

| fought 
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foaght againſt them : They grieved his Spirit, as 
the word ſignihes ;and this broke that amicable 
accord between the Spirit and them,that he be- 
eamie their enemy, and cut off all ſuccours from 
them ; yea, comes forth againſt them: And 
that which grieved the Spirit of God was, the 
the abuſe of its kindneſs. Y. 9. 1n all their af- 
fiuttions he was afftitted, and the Angel of his pre- 
ſence ſaved them ; in his love and in h1s pity he re- 
acemed them, and he bare them, and carried them 
all the daies of old. —_ does more grieve 
the Spirit of God, than the abuſe of his kindneſs 
and tender mercy to his people; when the Lord 

hath been opening the bowels of his pity to 
ſouls in ſaving and redeeming-mercy, and hath 
been ſhedding abroad his love upon them, bear- 
ing with, and carrying of them for a long time ; 
and all this is flighted and contemned, and the 
foul takes no notice of all this grace, but till 
perſeveres in its evil courſe; this grieves the 
Spirit, and cauſeth him to withhold his tender 
mercy, and quickening influence ftom the foul, 
and it becomes weak as water, and withers in all 
:zhe leaves of her pri , Exzek.. 17.9. Pſa.i0429, 
As the member languiſhes when it can no lon- 
ger receive influences from the head z and the 
- branch withers when the root communicates no 
fp to it; fo is it with the ſoul when the ſpirit 
ceaſes from all its gracious communications, as 
xt does when grieved by thoſe he loves and la- 
bours with ; not as if the Divine Spirit could be 
capable of paſſions and perturbations, as crea- 
tures are.: Bur then may the holy Spirit be ſaid 
to be grieved, when gracious ſouls do oy 
x | WIC 
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which is enough to grieve one that tenderly af- 
fets us, and by all means ſeeks our eternal 
good. Now two things uſually grieve ſuch a 
one : Firſt, Injuries from a friend. Secondly, 
The ſufferings of a friend. . Unkindneſs from 
thoſe we love, does uſually fit nearer our 
hearts, than any injuries from ſtrangers or 'ene- 
mics : we uſually expect more regard from 
ſuch, and therefore are more troubled at diſfa 

pointments : And ſuch is the tenderneſs of the 
Spirit to Believers, that want of love, or injurie 
from ſuch is more abuſive, and carries in it all 
that which in its nature is grieving. Again, we 
uſually grieve at the evils of thoſe we love ; 
and ſuch are the ſins of Believers, they are inju- 
rious to themſelves, and enemies to their own 
ſouls : / This the Spirit of God ſees that gra- 
cious ſouls, by their carnal affeftions, and ſen- 
ſual paſſions, by their corrupt communications, 
and fleſhly luſts, do not onely reſiſt him, and 
| fruſtrate his work in them ; but theſe alſo in- 
jure and endanger their own ſouls; by theſe they 
loſe many a mercy, and draw upon them many 
aflictions and fatherly diſpleaſure from God 
againſt them ; and this grieves the Spirit to ſee 
and this removes his preſence, and hindershis 
comforting, quickening operations, by reaſon . 
of which their ſpirits fail, and become cold and 
weak to every heavenly action, Your work 
Chrittians, is to be render of the Spirit ; to take: 
heed yon be not unkind to his verſa, that you 
do not undervalue his gracious communica- 
tions, or reſiſt his- internal operations ; Take 
heed of unthankfulngſs for his kindneſles, of 
feighting 
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lighting his counſels, of unſuitable walking to | 


his rules and mercies, if you would not grieve 
him, and ſo deprive your ſelves of his quicken- 
ing influences on your ſpirits. That's the firſt : 
Beware of thoſe things that weaken this hea- 
venly Spirit. 

Secondly, If you would maintain a Heavenly 
Spirit z get all the nouriſhment you can for ir-: 
As the body is nouriſhed by food, and the ani- 
mal ſpirits by contributions of joy and content- 
ment; ſo is thisHcavenly Spirit by all the means 
and helps God hath appointed to this end,x Tm. 
4. 6. nouriſhed up in the word of 
faith, and of good doftrine, where- 
unto thou haſt attained. The Word and Ordi- 
nances are to the inner-man, as nouriſhing food 
to the outward, which ſtrengthens the ſpiritual 
part, and maintains its vigour and aCtivity. Ti- 
mothy had imbibed the Doftrine of the Goſpel to- 
getber with his milk (faith Catvin) and had niade 
continual progreſſes in the ſame to that day, which 
did ſo greatly ſtrengthen and nouriſh him in his 
faith and graces. The Word of God is ſuited, 
ſent and commiſſioned to the ſervice and advan- 
tage of your graces ; 'tis the way by urhu 
Lord Jeſus maintains and encreaſes ſpiritual life 
and growth in the new-born foul. 1 Per. 2. 2. 
As new born babes defire the ſincere milk of the 
Word, that ye may grow thereby. Attend upon all 
the Ordinances of God, where they are purely 
and powerfully adminiſtred : Be m'ch in read- 
ing the Scriptures, and ſuch help-'-- the Lord 
'gives you for your inſtruction and quickening. 

I T;m. 4. 13. Give attendance to reading, '0 ex- 
; ' Bott a= 
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hort ation, to dottrine ; meditate upon theſe things - 
give thy ſelf wholly to them, that thy profiing may 
appear to all. V. 15. (a) Be thon in them: as 
the words are ; that is, exerciſe thy ſelf with" 
theſe continually, conſtantly, and with all thy 
might ; let not a day paſs without reading, me- 
ditation, and ſecret prayer, that the inner-man 
may have all the 'recruits that are needful and 
(b) appointed for its ſtrengthening. Your bodies 
can better want their appointed food, than your 
ſouls their daily bread : The want of conftant 
feeding, and ſound digeſtion of ſpiritual provi- 
ſions, is one cauſe of that ſoul-leannefs, and ſpiri- 
tual languiſhing that abounds eyery where this 
day. | 
Thirdly, If you will keep up a Heavenly Spi- 
rit ; be much in communion with the Father 
of Spirits. Fellowihip with God puts a ſtam 
of Heaven upon the ſou], and leaves an impreſs 
of the Divine Nature on it. 2 Cor. 3. 18. But 
we all with open face, beholdirg as in a glaſs the 
lory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image 
om glory to glory by the Spiriz of the Lord. Views 
of God, though but through the glaſs of Ordi- 


nances, have an aſſimulating virtue,and do tranſ- 


form the mind into his own likeneſs. When 
Moſes was taken up into a nearneſs to God, he 
gets ſome abiding beams of his glory upon. 
him, and comes oft with divine ſhines on his 
countenance, Exod. 34.35. When the Lord Je- 


(a ) eyTETOs it, Hiſce te exerceto jugiter renbeneer vehee 
mencer, Buc: (b) Whilcft thou doft not follow the di- 
recting lighr of the Spirir, thou thalr never have the 
quickening, cheriſhing beams of ir. Culver. - 


ſus, 
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ſus was got on to a high Mountain apart,and had 
more near fellowſhip with Heaven, *tis ſaid : He 
was transfigured,' and his face did ſhine. Nearneſs 
to God does wonderfully warm and quicken the 
heart, as approaches of the Sun do the body, 
With thee ts the fonnt ain of life; in thy light ſhall 
we ſee light, Pſal. 36. 9. As the being of ſpiri- 
tual Life lies in unjon with;God in Chriſt by 
faith ; ſo is its well being maintained by com- 
munion with him in the Spirit, who ſupplies the 
ſoul with quickegings, as the fountain doth the 
veſſel that's put under it, with waters : God is 
in himſelf the Efſential Life, and to his people 
the fountain of Life. (c) Thos Lord (faith one) 
art life by thy Eſſence, and the fountain of Life 
by communion ; from thee all Life flows out, and 
runs down unceſſautly. In fellowſhip the Lord 
Jeſus lets out Himſelf, Love and Spirit; and this 
attracts the heart after God, and ſtrengthens 
the ſouPs motions after him. Every att of fel- 
lowſhip with Chriſt here (faith Mr. Reynzr) is 4 
ftep Heaven-ward : By it the heart is raiſed af- 
ter God, ſweetly refreſhed and ſtrengthened 
with ſpiritual ſtrength. To live in feilowſhip with 
God (faies the fame Authour) & to hve at the 
higheſt rate under Heaven, next to Heaven ; yea 
as in a corner of Heaven, to live in the higheſt Re- 
8:0n of Chriſtianity,-- tis the Life of Paradiſe, an 
Evangelical, yea Angelical and Celeſtial Life, in 
compariſon whereof the moſt men aud women are 


dead. Communion with God does wonderfully 
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(c) Tu Domine es vita 'per eſſentiam & fons vjte per 
communionem, 4 te omnss vita effluit ac inceſſanter pro- 
fluit. Jos Paul. Palant. hs 
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nouriſh the Heavenly Spirit, and fatten the ſpi- 
ritual part of Believers: Sxch (faith Reyuer) 
ſuck a honey-comb, eat fat things full of marrow, 
and drink wine on the lees well refined, ſpiced wing. 
O Chriſtians ; preſs after nearneſs to God in 
Ordinances and Duries ; reſt not inhigheſt pri- 
viledges without ſpiritual converſe with God 
in them, and communications of his Love and 
Life through them. | 
Fourthly, Cheriſh heavenly motions in your 
hearts, and be tender of all the breathings of 
the Spirit npon. you. It may be the Lord comes 
in upon the heart with ſome Spiritual Light or 
Life, in a Sermon, or in a Duty, or when alone; 
ſtirring up thy defires, and warming thy af- 
fections, making ſome offers of grace, and help 
to thy dull and languiſhing ſoul ; take heed now 
bow thou ſlighteſt or ſtifleſt theſe : this is one 
ſtep to the quenching of the Spirit,and- impeding 
its gracious afliſtance, and vital operations -on 
thy ſoul: x Theſ. 5. verſ. 19, Yuench not the 
Spirit, He that will kindle a fire, gathers up 
every little coal, and makes the moſt of the 
leaſt ſpark. . The ſhavings of gold are gold, and 
the ſmalleſt breathings of the Spirit are to þe 
highly prized : He that checks the firſt motions . 
of the Spirit, may never meet with the ſecond ; 
and he that flights the leaſt gifts of grace, may 
forever miſs of its. larger doles, O to whata 
height might grace come in thy ſoul, if every 
ſtirring of it were improved! God deſpiſes not 
the day of thy ſmall things; how unreaſonable 
is it thou ſhould'ſt overlook his ! The Lord Je- 
ſus (Chriſtians)doth nouriſh and cheriſh the leait 
| good 
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good that is in you, Epheſ. 5.29. O be tender 
of whatever communications come from him 
to you ! This will abundantly help on the en-. 
livenings and- enlargements of this Heavenly 
Spirit. 

Fifthly, Dwell much in the meditation of 
Heaven; this will heavenlize your ſpirit : *Twas 
this made the Apoſtles perſons of ſuch heavenly 
ſpirits; they did often look to things above, 
tKGor. 4 18. While we look not at the things which 

© areſcen, but at the things which are not ſeen. No 
affliction could diſcourage them from owning 
and profeſſing Chriſt ; nor earthly comforts al- 
lare their deſires and delights from Chriſt ; 
and that which ſo ſtrongly guarded their 
hearts from either of theſe dangers, was 2 
firm perſwaſion of an intereſt in- future 
glory , and a diligent obſerving eye upon 
this glory: a levelling look at this mark 
does wonderfully raiſe the heart towards 
it, and put in a new fpirit and life into the ſoul, 
ftrongly engaging all its attempts towards the 
enjoyment of it: Frequent contemplations of 
Heaven do much wean the heart from this 
Earth, If thou remembreſt thou art not of this 
world, earthly things ſhall onely be admitted 
@ into the Court of the Temple, not into the 
heart, which is the Holy of Holies, Bzrg. on 
I7, vY How contemptibly did thoſe Worthies 
of old look on this world, when once they got 
ſights of Heaven ! Heb.1r. They counted them- 
felves ſtrangers and pilgrims on the Earth;were 

' not mindful of their own, Country ; went out 
fromict; would no more return to it ; ſoughr 
an 


an heavenly Countrey ; _ were perfwaded, of 
thoſe great and glorious things aboye, and em- 
braced them ;, laid hold, of them by faich ; Und 
made after them : and that which did ſo power- 
fully work over their ſpirits. to theſe things 
above, was their believing ſights of them. 
V. 13. Theſe all died in the Path, not having re- 
ceived the promiſes, but having. ſeen, them. afar 


reus refers the participles here to the things 
- range of the promiſe, that heavenly Country 
which they onely deſired. . Things neareſt Hea- 
ven (faith'one) rake leaſt care of the Earth : . The 
Fowls of the Air neither plow nor ſow. The glory 
of the world ſeems little. to- one that- dwells 
much on the believing views of Heaven. Tis 
faid of Falgentins, That when he beheld the ſplen- 
dowr and joy of Rome, the glory of the Roman 
Nobility, the triumphant pomp of King Theodo- 
tick, he was ſo far from being taken with it, that 
it raiſed up his deſires after heavenly joys the more, 
ſing, How beautiful may the Cal:fial Jeruſa- 
lem be, when terreſtrial Rome ſo glittereth ! Tf 
ſub honopr be given to lovers of vanity, what glo- 
n.ſhall be ityparted to the Saints, who are lovers 
ad followers of truth | Serious thoughts of Hea- 
ren will inflame the defires after it : Our Con- 
verſation 15 in Heaven (faith Pasl) whence alſo 
we look for the Saviour, who Jhall change our wile 
dies into the likeneſs of bs glorious body, Phil. 
.20, We wait, hope for,” and expect.Heaven, 
(4) Tria papticrpia refero ad pro 
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atriam Celeſtem quam unice deſiderabant. 
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; that is, the things promiſed, (viz.) heavenly 
; is of which Canaan was a type. So (4) b 
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_ to he where this bleſſed Countrey is;the breadrh 
and length of which. we now look into by faith, 
If your, thoughts be much on Heaven,your long. 
ings will. be much for Heaven. 1I- have read of 
one being .in his joutney towarGs 7eruſalem 
rhought he ſaw famous Cities in his way, and 
met with many friendly entertainmepts ;. yer 
would often ſay, / _ not ſtay here. ; this is 
not Jeruſalem : So will thy heart fay (if. thoy 
converſeſt much in Heaven now.)'when thoy 
meeteſt with the moſt deſirable. . comforts of 
this life ; yet this js not Heaven ; my affections 
muſt not ſtay here. Allow time EVEry day to 
take ſome turns in the upper world, -and to-ger 
thy heart held in the. galleries above; where 
are the ſweeteſt delicacies, and moſt delighting 
views to take thy heart, and fublimate. thy 
affe&ions to rheſe. pure and eternal - ng 
 Sixthly, If you would . keep. up a Heavenly 

| Spirit; be muck exerciſed in heavenly aCtians: 
As is mens employments they are moſtly verſed 
about, ſo uſually -is their ſpirit. ; Aons 
ftrengthen habits :. Men that-are much taken 
up about earthly things,. are earthly-minded; 
their ſpirits being tinctured with. the things they 
have much to do with: Such. are. heavenly 
actions to gracigus ſouls; they draw forth and 
exerciſe their. graces : uſe makes... men ready, 
and adapts their ſpirits. to their. work. The 
Apoſtle makes this an evidence. of ftrength in 
grace, that ſuch are much in the. exercife of. it, 

Heb, 5.14. Strang meat belongeth to. them, wh 
are of full age ; even thoſe. who by reaſon. of ult 
have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good 4 
evil, 
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evil. The:more- you are converſant aboptholy = 
things, : the t{ivonger. wml be: rhe bent of your 
ſpirit roitheims. the'-more. facile and+pleaſanc 
witl Religion be, .and the .indiſpoſition of your 
irit to' it more abated: Prav:: 10, 29; The'i 
of the Lordlis. ſtrength to the:wpright.” Theomhore 
you walk mit, the leſs weary will you be 5/the 
more pleafure:- wilt you'find'in it, and the/more 
propenſe will your ſpirit be to it. This is the 
firſt work? it Wiſdomy's' "Merchandiſe; tor ger 
and keep' vp'z Heavenly Spirit. - 2.041 
' 'Secondly;: Another piece of your Heavenly 
Trade is,” ro- ſecure your intereſt in heavenly 
things. | This'is part of! mens buſineſs in the 
world, to ſecure their'intereft in the thitigs they 
have : they mark their goods, and-brand their 
eattel, and ſer their names on the things they 
ave, that their intereſt in' them might ; be 
known : And this.is the great concern of Wiſ- 
dom's Merchants alſo,” to! make 'good theif 
tim to, and/prove their propriety. in the things 
of Heaven-and Glory :' Theſe are worth: the ſe- 
turing, being things: of infinite moment, and 
eternal-duration ; other things are not. O what 
folly is it to ſtrive for ſhadows,and Ilofe the ſub= 
ſtance ; ro get ane ſecure Houſes, Lands; and 
Reputartion- for your Children, and to lofe. your 
ſouls! As he that complained wlien he.was to 
dye'; ' That he muſt burn in Hell for ever; for get- 
g- ay <fate for his Son; and neglifting his | own 
fort. What will it profit 4 man to gain the whale 
world} land lofs his own foul? Matth; 16. 24. T0 
Make all things eM{e ſure, - and leave God, Grace 
nd Glory to an iuncertainty. As Ceſar Borgia 
ns "'L 2 bewall'& * 


— 
. 


—— — — rw _ —_ 


143 The Heavenly Trade 
bewaiPd when too' late,: ſaying when 'he wag 
near deathz 1 have tndeavonred ta: ſecure me 
againſt 'every danger but death ; and having never 
thawght of death, muſt now dye, Things eternal 
will then appear. the greateſt when men come 
to dye; then an intereſt in God, pardon and fal- 
vation will be valued - beyond. ten thouſand 
worlds: And is it not /worth the looking. after 
now? .... 

- And what can compenſate the loſs of that foul, 
who milſcarries in his All, and hath nothing left 
bur'the'tormenting ſenſe of what he hath loſt, 
and the intolerable burden of what he hath 
found, as the fruit of his often cautioned folly} 
*Tis'a dreadful thing to be diſappointed of fa 
vation-hopes : What-if thou ſhould'ſt miſs of 
glory-at-laſt, and thy end ſhould be to be 
cut off,. and to have thy portion with Hypo- 
crites. in that Lake which burns with fire and 
brimſtone, where the worm never dieth, and 
the fire is never quenched ? Mark 9. 44. How 
could*ſt thou bear, if when thou thinkett to en- 
ter into the joy of the Lord, then in a'moment 
to be thruſt into the place of torment ? . and 
when thou dreameſt of carrying up. into Abra- 
haw's hoſome, where is-eternal pleaſures; to fall 
into the hands of God, who is a conſuming fire? 
this is fearful. q A Lg 

And yet. this may be.thy caſe. Think how 
poſſible, nay how eaſy 'tis for men to. be de- 
ceiv'd-in.lefler matters, and that they who have 
bad. the higheſt confidences of a future-bleſſed- 
neſs, hiye been miſtaken art laſt, and: all their 
hopes have” expir'd as'a falling Meteor, and 
TP | come 
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come to nothing , © 7b. 27. 8. For what "is 


the hope of .the hypotrite though he . hath: 
ained much, when God taketh away his fo! ? 


Men may think themſelyes to be ſomething, 


and yet be nothing, Gal.'6. 2, Come with'con-. 


fidence to the Bridegroont's doors, and demand 
an entrance as the fooliſh' Virgins did, and yer 
rejected. At. 25. 11, T2, Afterward came 


alſo the other Yirgins, (that is when the" Goor' 


was ſhut) ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to as ; but he 
anſwered and ſaid ; verily T ſay unto you, F know 
you wr. They may ſeem'to have ſome reaſon 


for their claim, and produce evidences of their ' 


hope, and'yet be turned' away as workers of 


iniquity. Mar, 7.22, 23. Lord, have we not” 


prophefitd in thy name ? have caſt out Devils ? 
and in thy name have done many wonderful works ? 
And ther will T profeſs to them, I never knew you, 


depart from me ye workers of iniquity : The heart 


is deep and deceirful, who can know it ? none 
bur' he who ſearcheth the-deep things of God 
can.react this bottom, and bring to light the 
hidden thipgs"thereof:* The work of grace is 
a ſecret fql! bf myſteries, -that none can open 
and* fully” know, bur the eternal Spirit that 
formed "it in the womb of 'a Believer's heart : 


Seeming* Rrace hath fo near a reſemblance to ' 
that ir” puzzles the moſt curious 


ſaving 
and feafehihg eye (if not” enljghten'd with a 
beam front: © av ) to/Aifcern' the: difference : 
beſides, ent 
moſt have attained to in this life; with the ſab- 
til iofinnations,' the fu Try eſcntations , and 
treachetotis prevarications of that -bloody and 
OE L 3 irrecon- 
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er meaſbres of” the Spirit thay 
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irreconcilable-enetny. of mankind, .all. which 


conſpire. ro put a chear upon the. profeſſing 
Chriſtian, and render his Salvation exceeding 


doubrful. And ſuppoſe thy ſtate ſhould, be. fate, 


of how perplexing and full of anxiety.1s. it, to 


o have the life of thy precious ſoul, hang in 
ſuſpen ce, and.to be unrefolv'd in that great caſe, 


whether - thou muſt live-or die to all; eternity] 


O! how tormenting .and heart king th; 
An awakened Soul that cannot reſt 
yet hope in grace, -or upon /any Scrip re-War- 


rant.come to a determination abourt:h real _in-: 


. tereſt jn God, and things eteyhat,., is like, 2. 
troubled Sea that cannot xeſt ; loltroments, ,vf- 
Muſick cannot allay its diſquietode,ng.Creatute- 
comforts can charm jts heart ro a'peaceful com-' 
poſure : who does in reallity . but. ſuſpect \ his 
Erernal.yelfare, and, but think he. reads. this 
hand-writing on the, wall : meue, tekel 
harſm : Thog art. weighed 5 in "hed auec And art: 
fn und wantiug, Dan. 5.25.27. eee all.rhe. 
World can hea Plaiſter broad TS bi ſuch . 
wound, 'ho Cordal..can...chee Tt, till 
Grace ſeries the phat po ures the 
Sopl gf an unqueſtionable title *t9, the;Heir of, 
all things, and to the inheritance with. the Saints 


n light : And have, you, not reaſon theh, to be, 


creaſures be atteſted 3- which, th «ll 
Vet 1s poſſible and, ſeahble to al bh ON, w, 
Wioos rod, ig: order to SD af 


rruch harh opened to the 
GarAion, whethgr tine ci 


reſtlets rill your Propriety in.t 4 
ollow 


ye. the leaſt Wpaion of thy unſougdneſs? | 
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laid dows certain marks of'a - Soul entitled'to 
things above. x foh. 5. 13.-Theſe thingi have 
I written. to you that believe on the 'hame of th# 
| Soy of God, that you 'may know thut you 'by 
eternal life 5 Verſ. 12. '£9, Chap. 3. £49 G 
Lord hath charged this ro be 'the/dury'oÞ ulÞ 
that profeſs rheir hopes of glory; to make-their 
Calling and EeCtion fore; 2'Per. I. 20, T6 ex- 
amine themſtlves whether they be in the Faith, 
2 Cor.13. F.\ To prove theip, own work, that 
they may. haye. rejoycing in themſelves; Gal. 
6. 4. which he would never have done -wersiic 
impoffible : He hath atfo promiſed the Spiritto 
help them in this work, and to lead them'.into 
all-rrathz bearing witneſs with their. ſpirits char 
they: arer; the Lords, oh. 16, 13. Rows. 8.26; 
And apon.this very account exhorts ©titem to 
holineſs; that.rhey might.not impede this ſealing 
work of'theSpirir,” Eph. 4. 30. 'And upon: the 
arrivabrovrhis certainty, hath enfared great con- 
 Glatiowand advantage; a Per; 1; 8. ro, It, Al} 
which words ſignify nothing, and reflect unrigh- 

tconfneſs-on the ſpirit of eruch, were not'anevi- 
dence! of right to theſe: heavenly things: ob- 


tainables'».777 - o 


Queft.”. But how may. 1 come: to the knowledg of 
this deprablearuth ; that: Heavenly Treaſures 

. are ſurety mine; and that: [: may make a war- 

. rantablcclainte God, to Chriſh, and theſe things 
of rhe ot ber;World ? | 41>, ; 


: Sal: 1: Þirfty By: your  cohjugal union with 
the Heir of Heaven ; All things in Heaven and 


L 4 Earth 
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Earthſare Chriff's,.he is. the Heir of all things, 

 Hebs 1: 2.--- Hath in:theſe laſt days ſpoken to us 

Gy bis.San, whom he hath. appointed Heir of all 

" #/ings v2 All things.in Heaven and Earth are his 
by fonation, purchaſe and-inheritance juridically 
Q ed, over to/him in the new, covenant, 
and actually pur into his hand,' upon: the finiſhing 
of his meritorious: work and viftory over 
iti, death; © Adatt. 28.18. Al power 

FE4 Tic is, given to me in Heaven and 
Earth;: Lawful power, righr, ' privileds and 
authority; (as the'word, inports.Jand with this 
is:the; Lord Jeſus inveſted, and hath all' things 
put into. his hands, and: all creatures under his 
feet, Heb. 2.7, 8.: And all right to true riches 
is-derived. from-him, through union: with him. 
1 Cor, 3.;2I. 23. All: things are yours, 'and you 
are Chriſt's, ' and Chrift''ts God's : If you are 
Chriſt's, chen all, things: are yours, not elſe ; 
yaur title is founded on your marriage-relation 
to. him. ,. Gal. 3: 29% And if you are: Chriſt's, 
then are you Abraham's ſeed, and Heirs according 
t< the; promiſe : A'tigle to theſe glorious trea- 
ſures is-made qyer.im'the new covenant, which 
covenant is confirm'd in Chriſt, and made in him; 
and through him. to all that are his : He is the 
way, there's no. caming to theſe-.treaſures bur 
by him ; he.is the. door, no entring+into -them 
but through him.;\He is the treaſury. it-felf, in 
whomall the richesof grace, -all. the falneſs of 
pleaſures and fatisfaction lies ;' you muſt. have 
the treaſury before you can have the treaſures; 
the-well it ſelf before -the waters. are: yours : 
He that hath the Sen' hath life ; hath him "by 
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way of poſſeſſion, as an owner and proprietor”: 
If you have Chriſt, you have all that ishis, his 
perſon and purchaſe go together : Rebekah muſt 
conſent to go and'marry 1ſaac before ſhe eonld - 
be inveſted with - that ſubſtance and wealth 
which was his. | This new covenant which: in- 
rereſts a ſoul in the' Lord Jeſus,and his unſearch- 
able riches, is a marriage-covenart. Hof. '>. 
I9; 20. And I will berrath thee unto me for ever, 
yea' 1 will betroth'thee unto me- int righteouſneſs, 
and in judgmtnt,' and in' loving-kindneſs, and in 
mercies; 1 will even betroth' thee to me in faith- 
ſulneſs, and thou ſhalt kzow the Lord. Ezek. 16.8. 
[ entred into covenant With thee, ſaith the Lord, 
and thou becameſt mine z this was a marriage- 
covenant. fer. 3. 14. Tarn O back: ſliding chil- 
dren, ſaith the Lord, for I am matried to you. If 
you would ſee your title to heavenly treaſures, 
try your conjugal union to the Lord: Jeſus the 
Heir of Heaven, Every relation to Chriſt 'is 
not:a-conjugat7 relation. There is'a:general re- 
lation, as-dead:branches to the'tree: 7oh. 15. 2 
Every branch in mt that beareth not fruit he raketh 
away. £ perſon may be in Chriſt as the Juxu- 
riant branch or ſucker is in the rree, 'that ſucks 
the ſap of priviledges, and gers ſome nouriſh- 
ment, of frames, and comforts,” but brings not 
forth'fruit, it fprouts out of the ſtock, as proud- 
fleſh.grows on: the wound, but hath no ri lit 
union with the root, 'or nouriſhinent from the 
kead : Such are:obtruders and hang-bies,which 
rake the place of children; but-are ſtrangers, 
who climb up as the thief to ſteal, but comes 
nor in þy the door to dwell with God ; they 
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are retainers|to: Chriftf's Hoyfe,; ithat now and 
then do ſome'ſeryice for him, and have forne 
ſcraps and favours, but are no abiding members 
of-his houſe; like. rhe Apricot, that leans On 
the wall, but is rooted in the earth. i -- 
\ There is a temporary Relation alſo; as.of a 
Servant to a Maſter, where there is a propriety 
for atime ; The fervarit comes-into-the choſe, 
enjoys priviledges and proteCtion,and. dothſome 
ſervice, is very uſeful for the: family, and it may 
be beloved.too : (as aſervant.),:And fuchs.the 
relation. of ſorpe $0. Gbritt ; but this ditfers vaſtly 
from that /\uniom which entitles to. the ,perſon 
_ and purchaſe of the Lord: Jeſus. z be:is merce- 
nary in all he.doth; ' and. hath Hy-ends in his:cn- 
rrance and continyageey herdges: not anything 
from pure loveito Chriſt, bur for felf-reſpetts 
ana advantage-:, his welfare; isnot wrapt-up: in 
the welfire;.of the family: ;-40icfiand; or fall 
with it; to-embark his All in the profſpenity-of 
that houſe: he hvyes in the family, and uponthis 
Lord, but tohimfelf,and is agrtieklinets which 
are carried about-with the" prima m05:1e ;:but 
yet have a diltin(} motion and: courſe of. their 
own: -he is-in-thefamily, but, nor:of the family; 
and as- his relption is but titular, ſo his ſtation 
js but temporary z' he abides: nog jn the houſe 
for ever, 7ab.8; 35, And when, he goes away he 
garries off nathing' but: his-own ; not a jot of the 
inheritance is his ;; he hath fared well, and had 
a great deal-gf;icredit and comfort for a time; 
but goes ag:he came," anch by the, fame | petſon 
-as he Was, | Th8-11 7 ls 
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There is alſo a Concubine-Relation.to Chriſt, 


{cn. him for her. husband, ro begame.one fleth 
with him, to ply ber delight ip him, andto 
do all from a, principle of love to him : And. as 
ſhe hath not the properties ; {o.ſhe-hath.not the 
priviledges of a wife;for intimacy and entertains 


raent, in reſpe@t of power and. maintenance.Such 


is. the relation that. many have to, Chriſt ; 
conſent ro haye ſome enjoyment of Chriſt, but 
' haye.. no marriage-union with ;him;; he is not 
theirs: by choice, but either for.neceſſity or ad- 
yantage, to epjoy their own, pleaſures by him, 
and_receive ſame profit from him :,they never, 
ſaw an exeellency in him, or were ever unheart+: 
ed by him, as he is by his Spouſe. *Canr.gq- 
Thoz haſt raviſhed my heart, my Siſter, my Sponſe; 
 thog haſt raviſhed $c) my bearh wit Kapnef/ : 
eyes ; with one cham of thy neck : Thou halt aji- 
hearted me, or ſhatcht away my heart : Theſe 
never conſented to all his propoſals in arder to 
union with him; they. never, heartily . gave ,vp- 
emſelves to him, nor entred.. into. covenant, 
wh him, and became his, ,,, And, as 'they.are, 
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ſtrangers to/ an efpouſal-ſtate; ſo are they to a 
Spouſe-like difpoſition; they have not the tem- 
per and carriage of a wife, nor the priviledges 
that ſuch uſe to. have ; they are not acquainted 
with his ſecrets,” 'nor the openings of his heart, 
and thoſe amorous' embracements peculiar” to 
ſuch a refation ; they are not inveſted with any 
Aithority or Rule ; they have” no power over 
their corruptions, nor command of their ſpirits 
and affeCtions, that: ſhould be in ſubjetion to 
them : Grace: bears no ſway*in them ; ſin and 
Rf does alt. m their fouls ; neither were [they 
ever enrolled! in his family, or owned by "the 
Eord Jefas as his Hephzibah's, nor have the al- 
tswance and* fptcjal proviſions 'of the King's 
ride, and Lamb's Wife ; and as to their con- 
ceprions, and thofe births they ſeem to have by 
Jeſus Chriſt, they are ſpurious and illegitimate, 
and never owned by the Lord Jefus as the ge- 
noine produtts of his own Spirit. This is the 
caſe of thaſe'thart have not marriage-union with 
Chrift ; they have no right to him or his Trea- 
fires. Try ' then your Efpouſal-relation to' 
—_— COPE RY TY 
Queſt. How may { know whether T am married to 
{IS 
v1 Hnſw. 1. Firſt If you are married to Chriſt, 


7ou are fuch as have ſpecial acquaintance. with 
hav 9 44 (at $0: ar j nt 
; you know him 'as none elſe do. ' The 


wife hath the "moſt peculiar and diftinft know- 


ledge of her: husband of 4 : Others may 
know ſomething, 'yea much- of him'; bþ we es. 
a nows 
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knows him ſo much as the wife z, ſhe. hath 'ac- 
quaintance with all- his excellencies, and all his 
infirmiciesz. ſhe has the Jargeſt caſts of his loye, 
and experience of his ſweetneſs, and intimate 
converſes with:him of any in-the world. So 'tis 
with the Spouſe of Chriſt , ſhe: dwells in his 
preſence, and lodges in his. arms; ſhe ſees him 
within the veil uncloath'd of thofe coverings 
that ſtand berween;him and the eyes of ſtran- 
gers, and conceals! kis' amiableneſs. from cor 
mon beholders:;, He puts. aſide, his. gloriou 
Robe, and ſhews her his naked breaſt, and _ 
her hand upon his. tender heart : ſhe is much 
atone with him. in. his chambers, where he ex- 
preſſes intimacy. with her, as Iſaac did with Re- 
bekah, and diſcloſes the ſecrets of his heart, and 
the greateſt unveilings of his love : He rells her 
what thoughts. he had upon her from all erer- 
nity ; when he,was-in his Father's Kingdom, his 
heart was working, ; after her, and he thought 
the time long till he came down to ſee her; and 
no ſooner did he caſt his eye upon her (though 
then ſhe lay polluted in her blood, and caſt out . 
into the field, to the loathing of her perſon) but 
his heart did burn within him towards her ; and 
it was the time of love; He tells her.all the time 
of his hard labour in the world for her, ſeem'd 
but a few daies:; and the unlupporrable burden 
of her ſins, and the Father's wrath upon him 
for her ſake, ſeem'd bur as nothing, for the, love 
he bore unto her. In theſe converſes he aſſures 
her of his Love, Perſon and Kingdom; and how- 
ever he may ſeem in his carriages, yet his heart 
is fixt upon, and faithful ro her, and ſivears Ne 
Wi 
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will never, - never Teave her, but after a little 
abſence come' and receive' her to himſelf, and 
ſhe ſhall be for ever with him. Thus he mani+- 
feſts him(ſelFrocher,as he doth not to the world; 
- by reaſorr of Which ſhe beeomes! ſo well ac- 

camtcd with him, and knows his voice, and'by 

ith' fees his ſheep ; ſhe can rel by experience 
who, and what her Beloved is, ard how far ber- 
rer than other Beloveds. ' *There's-never a ſon! 
thar's married to Chriſt, but hath-his rime,wheri 
he makes. out ſome fſpeciaF diſcoveries of His 
fove and ſelf to it; and it can tel ſome ſtories 


of what Chriſt did once ſay and: do unto; her : 


whar ſlights ſhe hath had ofhim; and gifts from 


him ; ſach a ſoul can rell, how when he was 


dead, Chriſt quickened him ; when he was loft; 
Chriſt found him ; when he was in priſon,Chritt 
fet him free ; he waſhed hint when in his blood; 
and - poured in' Oyl - into his wounds ; healed 
his backſlidings, and loved him freely : -He ean 
' fay with Rebekab to her Brother Laban ; This 
the man ſpake to me, and ſhewed the'ear-rings and 
rhe bracelets, Gen. 24.30. And with 7«dah brings 
forth the ſigner, bracelets and ſtaff, Ger. 38! 2x. 
and tells with the blind man how Chriſt opened 
bis Eyes, and what he ſaid to him, oh. cap. 9. 
ver. 15, 35, 37. And though by his fin and un- 
belicfhe may loſe the fight of him for a time, 
and be under a ſuſpenſe of Ins difcover'd kind- 
neſs ; yet if the Believer would be true to his 
experience, he can diſcover ſuch an acquainrance 

with Chriſt as no Hypocrite ever had. | 
Anfw. 2. Secondly, Another thing that wilt 
prove your marriage to-Chrift;is your ga A 
| | ove 
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ſove to him. fer. 2.2, { remember: thee; the hinid- 
meſs of thy. youth; the love of. phy eſpouſals," when 
thou wextejt aſter me in the wilderpeſt in «. Lind 
not ſown. . The Lord convinceth 1ſrael of the 
great decay and change of their, Love to what - 
It ONCe Was; there was A time wheti their af- 
f:Ctions were high rowards God, when he calFd 
them out of «£gypr, took them from the Iron- 
furnace, and married them to himſelf; then no- 
thing was t00 hard for them ; they could follow . 
God in a wilderneſs, where there was nothing 
but God aloge to farisfie them ; creatures, were 
wanting to allure them, and yer they could ſtick 
at nothing ; no difficulties ſhould part God anfl 
them : Whence came this warmth of their af- 
fetion ? why it was their neerne(s to God that 
created them : The Lord had taken them into 
a marTriage- covenant, and carried. them- in; his 
boſome ; and this inflamed their hearts after 
him. Whep the Lord briogs: a ſoul into. an 
eſpouſal-ſtaxe, he gives them efpoulal- lave; and 
that is the greateft love :. O ſweer! faith Ru 
therford, were that fickneſs to be ſaul-ſick; fot 
him ; and a living, death it were to-die in the 
fire of the .Jove of that Soul-Jover Jeſus.. The 
Apoltle makes this an eſſential duty of a merried 
ſtare, to have. conjugal aftetions.; The Huſ- 
baid, to love his, Wife as his own fleſh, and the 
Wife.to-loye her own Husband-as her ſelf; Eph, 
. 28. Tit..2. 4, And the: Prophet reckons this 
ve to Gad as the certain. fruit, of their Cove- 
nant-relation tg him; ſa. 56, 6. That:j Jo” them 


ſelues to the; Loyd, 101 ſerve. him,  ang!to love the 
N. ame wy the Lord, As fon as Part had eſpouſed 


the 
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-the Lord Jeſus, it appeared in his ſupreme love 
ro him ;-he valoed none like Chriſt : He connted 
all dbings droſs and dung for the excellency of the 
knowleage of Chriſt hs Lord, Phil. 3.8. To be 
Jound in him,not' hating his own righteouſneſs v.9. 
-To know him, and the power of bus reſurrettion, 
and the fellowſhip of bis fferings, being made con- 
-formable to his death, v. 10. Conjugal love is 2 
rſonal love; pure love to Chriſt is ſer on 
Chriſt himſelf for himſelf, not for his gifts that 
.come from him 3 but for thoſe excellencies that 
reſide in him ; *tis love to his perſon, not to his 
Poee.x fo onely ; ; *tis love ſpringing from his 
x 704.4.29.We love hins becanſe he firſt loved 
gh ae@tions' to the Lord Teſus are the 
dirths of his own love to us,a coal kindled from 
his fire, 
/Conjugal love'is alſo peculiar as well as per- 
ſonal love; ſo far as 'tis conjugal, *tis to him, 
and' none but him z or if to others, *tis for his 


fake : Eſpouſal love to Chriſt 'affefts: none like | 


him: If F hate be any perfon or -thing thou 
loveſt more than Chriſt, or equal with'bhim, thy 
atiectionsto him are whoriſh;not conjugal : He 


that leveth Father or- Mother more than me, 


not worthy of me : He that loveth Son or Dangh- 
ter: more than me, us not worthy of me, Mat.10.37. 
Yea, he that doth not hate Father or Mother, 
- or any thing, ſo faras it is inconſiſtent with love 
to Chriſt, cannot be his Diſciple, -_ I4. 26, 
Trae love to Chriſt will let none in all the world 
ſhare in that love which Chriſt hath; *rwill take 
none into his bed but himſelf; *ris chaſte love. 


Again, 


— 
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Again, Conjugal-love is not onely to Chriſti 
but *ris ſuch aJove as longs to be found :nChrift; 
not in himſelf ; it would have all his gloty and 
excellency in Chriſt ; it- reckons Chriſt. for all 
that's truly honourable as to him; it would pet 
as near to Chriſt as poſlible ; yea ir never reſts 
till in him: Ts be fouud in him. *Tis alſo ſach 
a love as conforms to Chriſt : Love is of an af- 
ſimilating ſpirit ; it wovld be like to its pecu- 
liar object. The affeCtionate wife confortiis as 
muCh as may be to her Hosband : fo *ris'with 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, ſhe would in every thing 
that 18 imitable reſemble him, and *tis her: great 
trouble ſhe is not more Iike-him : whae would 
ſuch a ſoul give if his heart, was like Chriff's 
heart ; [if he had ſuch a' ſpirit and lif&a& the 
Lord Jefns had on Earth'>-/it would be holy as - 
Clirift is holy, and cannot Yer up a ſtand ſhort of 
that : *Tis'true, the foul hath rior ſack! a fpirit 
as Chriſt had; *tis too-proud, vain, - carnal 7paſ- 
fionate, earthly, ſelfiſh, and thar troubleshawls1 
but ir can never be quiet, till he comes nearer 
to the patterh in Heaven; and to a full reſemb- 


lance of his well-beloved Jefas, 7 

Anſw. 3. Thirdly, A ſoul eſpouſed ro Chriſt, 
will leave all for Chriſt ; that's the condition 6f 
marriage between Chriſt ahd his Bride.' Pſak XF. 
v0, Ii. Hearken O' Davnghter and conſider, ani 
incline thine ear ; forget alſo thine own pripicyant | 
thy Father's houſe, ſo ſhall the King greatiy deſert 
thy beamty :' for he 1 thy. Lord, avid worſhip tho 
bm: As if he ſhoold ſay, . weigh and conſider 
the terms on which this* match'is to be Ton- 
cluded "between Chriſt ahd/ you; If you _ 
: M 
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be his, you muſt leave all for him ;} you muſt 
forlake all your..other: lovers; friends, in- 
tereſts, comforts for Chriſt,ſo far as theſe hinder 
your love to Chriſt, your communion with, and 
ſerviceableneſs unto. him. When; the. woman 
comes-to be married, ſhe leaves her - friends, 
Father's: houſe, Countrey, and all ro come-and 
live. with him that ſhall be her Husband. Re- 
bekah left her Father, Brother, Friends and Coun- 
try.to go to [ſaac, Gen. 24. 58. And they called 
' Rebekah, and ſaid unto her, wilt thou go with this 
man? and ſhe ſaid I-will go. That ſoul that can- 
not; conſent really and confiderately to part with 
all-for Chriſt, never yet came up to marriage- 
cerms: The treaty between Chriſt and that ſoul 
never went far enough for a concluſion ; and if 
It g0 no farther ; if. thy ſoul cannot; ſeal to thug, 
to part with all thy intereſts, thy deareſt com- 
forts ; yea thy ſelf for Chritt, the: match -muſt 
after all be broken, and Chriſt and thee part at 
laſt, yea part for ever. O ſoul 1 try thy heart 
in. this ; here lies the knot, the, vertical point; 
this is ..the moſt difficult of all Chriſt's ;-propo- 
fals, and that the ſoul is longeſt conſenting to, 
even the letting go all for Chriſt ; His. perſon 
may; pleaſe well cnoggh ; his eſtate is deſirable 
fora reverſion ; but now-to take leaye of, and 
to go with Chriſt, this is the hard ſaying : \ Per- 
ſons 'would have Chriſt and .the world too, 
Chriſt and friends._.too, Chriſt and reputation, 
peace, liberty, pleaſure, and ſelf too; and if this 
will not be granted, break the bargain: but if 
ever Chriſt and you have cloſed, and: you: are 


his, and he yours, you cannot count any' thing i 


r00 
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too dear"to-part with for him, or to let gout! 
his bidding : If Chriſt calls for Eftate; Husbahl; 
Wife, Children, an 1ſaar, ' a Bexjamin, a right 
Eye, a right Hand, all inuſt go ; and you muſt 
part with them freely and chearfully, as Abra- 
ham did with Tſaac. Gen. 22.3. Abraham roſe up 
early in the morning, and ſudled his Aﬀes, and 
took two of his young men with him, and Iſaac his- 
Son, and clave the wood for the burut offering, and 
went ants the place of which God had told him : 


Not as facob did part 'with Benjamin, by: con- 


ſtraint, and grudgingly,; Ger. 43. 1t. 1f it muſ 
be ſo now, do this,,&c. He was almoſt ſtary'd be= 
fore he would conſent to part with Benjamin | 
and when he did, het lets him go laſt of all: he 
parts With the beft fruits of the Land, Balm, Ho= 
ney, Spices,- Myrrh, Nuts, . Almonds, double mo- 
ney, any thing firſt ; at laſt' Benjamin was ſerew-- 
out too: Many muſt have their comforts 
wreneh*d out of their hands before they will 
kt them go; bor this is'horFove'to Chriſt, *' A 
ſoul married to Chriſt will ſay with Mephibo- 
ſeeth concerning his Land 3 Let Zibah take ally. 
for as much as my Lord the King ts come ugain in 
peace to his own houſe, 2 Sam. 19.30. '$o,let Gul 
take all-my eftate, ſtrength, liberty; coniforts;- 
ſeeing the Lord Jeſus is come home to my ſou 
in peace : Houſes, Lands, Friends, Credit;Pedte;, 
Life, may be dear, but Cliriſt will be deater if 
he and you are one fleſh. :4f Bavaria (faild 
George Carpenter) is nit ſo tear t6 me' at my 
Wife and Children, jet for ChriſPs fake 1 will 
forſake them chearfully. Do yon. think: mi [wh | 1 
ith 
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life and-preferment)ithat 7 ſhould change eternal 
things foritemporal, Loſs: of goods is great, (faith 
Haoper) but loſs of God's grave and favour is 
greater ? | Love is never throughly ſeen till. jt 
comes to patting :'O the tuggings, : holdings, 
ſhifts. and reaſonings that men will haye before 
they will part with. that they dearly love: 
Now.it will appear (faith Philpot) what. we love 
beſt, fox. ta-that we\love we will ſtick; If Chriſt 
have moſt of your hearts, you wilt let fall every | 
thing, out of your hatds:to- hold; faſt Chriſt :- / 
hgue-((aid Mr. Bale) exil & my ſelf. for' ever from 
m4 own native Conntrey » Kindred, Friends, 
Aequaintance , which .are the great delights of 
rhi and. km well contented for the ſake! of 
.4nfw. 4,” Fourthly, A Soul married to Chriſt, 
ſays; and. lives on, Chriſt; The Wife caſts her 
{#15 npor: her Husband's love. and care for her 
ſapplies; and lives on, his allowance, for all her 
provjſions ; 'tis ſuſpitious for;a married .Woman 
to. be-maintain'd by i\ſtrangexs,} and. to live on 
- other. men for what ſhe needs ;. ?tis-che Huſ- 
band's...duty . to- provide (for. his, ewh;. and. to 
nouriſi-and cherith his Wafe' as. the, Lord the 
Church, Eph-5. 29, avd;'tis the Wives duty, to: 
2b; to-and. rely; on his faithfulneſs ifar jt-2! So ?ris 
with,the: Soul that, harh «ſpouſed Ghriſt, it is-to 
lizve,on-Ghriſt for all;iti-needs : they-ithat, take 
Chriſharight, take;bim fbr their Anat for bet- 
ter.or-worlſe,, for. ricker-+or poorer,. as Women 
take theit earthly\Husbands, (for Ghrift. is al- 


ways:beſt of. all, always exceeding/rich, and full | 


_ of: nnſearchable. treaſures,) but co:teky bim' for 
S311 os _ 
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_ their only, and ſufficient; portion at all. 43 


and in all eftates. -- Lam. 3. 24 \The Lord. is any 
portion, ſaith my Soul, therefore will ;4, truſt 5u 


. him. Lord, (ſaid Paxlinus, when his City, Gold 


and Silver was taken away) let not the. loſs .of 
theſe things trouble me z for thou art all, and;more 
than all theſe to me ; [Shaw's Tombſtone, p.33.J 
Chriſt is the Believer's All in the way, and Gad 
his All in All at the end. Jt hath pleaſed the Fa- 
ther that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, aud-un- 
der him all things ſhould be put, 2 Col. 1,19. Heb. 
2. 8. And this is for the ſupply, comfort, and 
bletledneſs of thoſe that are his. Eph. 1.23. 
Which is the body, the fulneſs of him who filleth all 
3n ail, Whatever Chriſt hath (as Mediator) is 
the Churches for -her uſe and profit : If men 
have plenty of liquors, . they fill their veſlels 
with them ; if they have much riches, they 
place them in their treaſury, ſo doth Chriſt diſ- 
poſe of his fulneſs for his Churches -good ; 
hence *tis the Spouſe of Chriſt comes leaning 
on her Beloved from the Wilderneſs, Cant. 8. . 
and dares adventure her All on the love and ſuf- 
ficiency.of her loving and lovely Lord ; ſhe is 
full of failings, bur ſhe lives on him for righ- 
teouſneſs ; many are her» weakneſſes, but ſhe 
goes to Chriſt for ſtrength. ſa. 45. 24. Sare- 
ly ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs 
aud ſtrength : She is ſenſible of many 'wants, 
but caſts her ſelf on the promiſe ; 4 God ſhall 
ſupply all your wants, Phil. 4. 19. Her back- 
ſlidings, temptations, dangers, troubles and fears 
are  many,..but ſhe ftays on the Lord Jeſus, 
whom@e hath choſen for-her only friend in 

| M 3 Heaven 
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en and Earth, and there ſhe lays her ſelf 
down in his boſome, when wearied with diffi 
culties'and doubts, and embarques her ſelf in his 
fairhfulneſs for all The ftands in need of, for life 
and godlineſs, for grace and glory. 

- Anſw. 5. Fifchly, Fruitfulneſs to Chriſt proves 
Martinge to Chriſt : Hence the Spouſe is ſer 
forth by 'metaphors that expreſs fruitfulneſs; 
a Garden, not a wilderneſs ; a well watered Gar- 
den, which i 1s uſually moſt fruitful, where the 
Spices flow our, where the Graces of the Spi- 
Tit are more operative and abundant, and Souls 
become more fruitful in manifeſted holineſs ; 
An Orchard planted with choice ' and pleaſant 
fruits, Camphire, Spikenard , Saffron, Calamus, 
Cinamon, with all trees of Frankincenſe, Iyrh 
and Aloes, with all the chiefeſt Spices, which 
ſignify the preciouſheſs, variety and abundance 
of grace and holineſs in thoſe who are ſavingly 
-united to the Lord Jeſus: 4 flock of Sheep, 
whereof every one beareth twins, and not one is 
barren, Cant. 4. 12,13, 14, 16. Ch. 4. 2. ”Tis 
compared to the Palm-rree, the Cedar,the Y:ne, 
the Fig-tree, a green Olive, plants famous for 
Houriffing, growth, cluſters of fruit, conſtant 
fruitfulneſs ; *tris ſaid of the Fig-tree, it bears 
fruit all the' year long, and in many places they 
ſhall always find green 'figs on it : Such is the' 
Spoule of Chriſt, compared with-the world and 
hypocrites fruitful and flouriſhing : 4 good tree 
bringeth forth good frait, Mat. 7. 17. The root of 
the righteoxs yieldeth fruit, Prov. 12. 12. Where- 
ever the grace of God is received in truth, 
there It brings forth fruit, Col.1.6, Asſin brings 
forth, 
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forth fruit unto death, ſo doth grace unto Jife, 
Rom. 6. 22. No ſooner dorh the Lord Jeſus 
eſpouſe a Sou), but he heals it of its barrenneſs : 
He maketh the barren Woman to keep houſe, Plal, 
113.9. Every branch in me that beareth not 
fruit he taketh away, fob. T5. 2. A barren Chri- 
ſtian is a monſter in Religion, no living member 
of Chriſt's body ; indeed there are Winter- 
ſeaſons when fruit may not appear,but even then 
ris in the ſeed and ſap; and there is a prepara- 
tive for fruit, which appears in the ſeaſon, but 
tobe always without the fruits of the Spirit, 
love, joy, peace,long- ſuffering, gentleneſs,good- . 
neſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, Gab 5. 22,23. 
Is a fign of one that never had marri C- 
and intimate communion with Jeſus  b 
is the certain mark of a fruitleſs Fig-tree, in 
danger of cutting down, and the charatter of 
that ground which is curſed, and nigh to burn- 
ing, Zuhe 13. 7.9. Heb. 6, 8. Souls, try. your ' 
ſtare, ris for your lives, your All depends upon 
your marriage-union with Chriſt : Had you ne- 
yer any ſpecial acquaintance with Chriſt ? Have 
you no conjugal love to Chriſt 2 Cannot you ' 
conſent to leave all for Chriſt > Do you uſually 
live and ftay on other things for life and falva- 
tion, and not on Chriſt ?- Have you, been ever 
barren ſouls, rhat never bronghr forth the fruits 
of the Spirit unto God ? then wereyou never 
married to Chriſt, nor haye any true ritle to 
heavenly rreaſures. 
Mark 2. Secondly, your intereſt in heavenly 
i” þ is known by the naturalneſs and lupre- 
macy of your loye to them ; Where the treajre 
. M = 15, 
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is, there will the heart be, Mat. 6.21. If hea 
yenly things be yours, your heart, is there ; 
worldly, men have the World ſet iz their hearts, 
Eccl. 3.11. Their heart is but the World copied 
oxt © ſo heavenly ſouls have Heayen ſet in their 
hearts, which are but the counterpane of Hea- 
ven ;. eyery thing hath- a natural love to his 
own, the World will love his own.. 7oe#. 15.19, 
No man ever hated his own fleſh* Eph. 5. 29. 
What | affeftions have brute beaſts tor. their 
young,and-will yenture their lives to defend and 
maintain them. *Tis ſtoried of the Storks,when 
the Town of Delph in the low Countreys was 
on fire, and the Storks perceived the fire to 
come near their neſts, they endeavoured to car- 
Ty away their young, but when they could not 
remoye them, they flutter d over them with 
their wings, covering them from the flames till 
they all periſhed together, [ Belg. Com. wealth.] 
o0 ſtrong is natural affeCtion to its intereſt, and 
the natural iſſues of ir ſelf; much ſtronger 
ſhould gracious affe&tions be to their intereſts : 
O how I love thy Law| (faith David) *tis my me- 
ditation all the day long, Pſal. 119. 97. Whence 
came this affection ? it was from his intereſt in 
thoſe great and lovely truths. Pſal. 119. 117. 
Thy teſtimonies have I choſen as an heritage for 
ever, for they are the rejojcing of my heart. Souls 
riſen with Chriſt, and born to the inheritance 
above, will ſet their affections on things above, 
Col. 3.1,2, Where 1s thy heart, Chriſtian, in 

eaven or Earth ? what things are deareſt. to 
thee, and ſweeteſt to thy taſte ? canſt- thou 
prize the light of God's countenance better 
Od ob n 
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than life ? had'ſt thou rather be a door-keeper 
in God's Houſe than dwell in the Pavilions of 
this World ? Is a little of Heaven berter thay 
a great deal of Earth ? and can thy heart con- 
ſent to be at any loſs in the World to enjo 
God in his Ordinances, and to be enriched wit 
ſpiritual bleflings in heavenly places ? Then hea- 
venly things are thine. 

Mark 3. Thirdly , if heavenly things be 
yours, it will appear by your heart-cares for 
them, and vigorous purſuits of them ; how 
careful are men of their intereſts, to ſecure and 
enlarge them ? Phil. 2. 21. + All men ſeek their 
ows : If the things of Heaven be yours, your 
greateſt care will be to get and keep them ; 
when X:/þ thonght his Son Saw! was loſt, he 

left caring for the Aſſes, ſorrowing for him, 
ſaying, What ſhall I do for my Son, 1 Sam. 10.2? 
Chriſtians, if heavenly things be yours, they 
will lie nearer your hearts than all the World 
beſides ; the ſenſe or fear of loſing them will 
more trouble you than all lofſes beſides; the 
world, relations, creature-comforts will be for- 
gotten ; when you apprehend a death on your 
heavenly intereſts, you will do more, and part 
with more to get Heaven, than the World and 
deareſt comforts of it. Many will pretend de- 
fires for Heaven, as the young man in the-Goſ- 
pel ; but Chriſt will ſay to them as to his Hear- 
ers, Mat. 5. 47. What do you more than others? 
Souls, you would have Chriſt here, and Heaven 
hereafter; but what do you for it? what do 
-you more than hypocrites and common profetſ- 
ſors, whoſe portion is in this life ? can you leave 
"71 F | the 
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the world for-God ? can you deny your ſelf fr 
the pleaſing of Chriſt ? and part with your right 
eye, and right hand ; throw away your ldols of 
gold and filver, the world, and fleſhly luſts, and 
honour-God with your time, ſtrength and ſub- 
ſtance ? Can you let your Plough ſtand ſtill to 
follow God's; and ſtick at no pains and hardſhips 
to enjoy the leaſt ſpiritual good ? Then are hea- 
venly things yours. 

Mark 4 Fourthly, Then are you intereſted 
in Heavenly Treaſures, when your hearts and 
ſpirits are ſuited to them ; when the Lord hath 
Jer in a heavenly tincture on your hearts;and in- 
laid your fpirits with heavenlineſs, and a mind 
that anſwers -to heavenly things, as face an- 
ſwers face in the water: When God intends 
men for Heaven, he doth in time fit them for 
it; and where he gives a title to mercy, he 
gIves a Capacity allo ; where he makes over the 
riches of glory; he makes that ſoul a veſſel fit 


\ for glory. Men do not purchaſe Pearls for 


Swine, and build Schools for brute beaſts. God 
did not make the' Heavens for fiſhes, and the 
Sea for beaſts, but ſuited every creature to its 
element : They that are his Adoption, are his 
new Creation alſo, Epheſ. 2. 10. and when they 
are deſigned to a bleſſed end, they are principled 
for it, and have a diſpoſition put into them to 
move towards it: They that are ſer apart-for 
Heaven hereafter, do bear the image of their 
heavenly Father here, I Cor..I5. 49. There is 
a ſtamp of glory upon the Heirs of glory,though 
it may be ſo covered with dirt, and worn out 
with the ruſt of corruption, as not to be cafily 
ſeen 


ſ 


is the beſt Trade. I7T 
ſeen at all times. Whoſe is this image and ſu- 
perſcription ? Matt. 22. 20. Ceſar's coin hath 
Ceſar's ſtamp ; and the Children'of Heaven have 
their Father's mark upon their forcheads, Rev. . 
14. 1. If Chriſt's Treaſures be yours, yo are his 
Treaſury ; though earthen veſſels,yet treaſures, 
veſſcls and bags that wax not old. Do you h 
for ſpiritual bleſſings 2 what manner of ſpirits 
are you of ? Do you favour heavenly things ? 
What things do beſt ſuit and pleaſe your ſpirits, 
the things of Heaven, or the' things of the 
world ; grace, or goods ; 5 righteouſneſs, or 
riches ; ſpiritual things, or carna]? What goes 
down eaſieſt, or when down, fits cafieft on your 
ſtomacks > The Heirs of Heaven are Non-con- 
formiſts to this world, but transformed into the 
Spirit of Heaven, and the renewing of their 
minds to their new eſtate, bleffedneſs and glory, 
Rom. 12. 1. That's a ſecond thing wherein this 
Heavenly Trade lies, in ſecuring and clearing vp 
your intereſt in heavenly things. 

Thirdly, Another thing wherein this Heaven- 
ly Trade lies is this; in getting in of heavenly 
goods : This is a great part of Traders buſineſs, 
to be furniſhing themſelves with wares fir for 
their employmeat and 2dvantage ; the Arrificer 
in making ; the Merchanr in buying in goods 
that are yendible. and wil! rurn to profit. So 
muſt Wiſdom's Merchznrs get themſtlves ford 
with Wiſdom's weres, that they mzv be able 
to drive on her Trade : Onely in this lies the 
difference ; earthiy goods are either the pro- 
ducts of mens labours, and effets of their in- 
auſrry ; or elle the purcha fe of che cir money 

and 
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and treaſures : But heavenly goods come not in 
abis way, as the-proportionable:reward of their 
Jabours, or-return.of their money : Indeed hea- 
venly bread muſt be laboured for ; but, when all 
s: done, the. Son,of man gives it to them, 7oh. 
6. 2 Salvation muſt be wrought out, as if it 
tay-ar their fingers end ; and yet this yery will 
and ;power to. work wrought .in them. Phil. 2., | 
I2, 13. Work ort your ſalvation with fear and | 
trembling ; for it 1s God that worketh in you both 
tv. w#ll and to.do of his good pleaſure, No ſuffici- 
-Ency is found m the creature,before ſaving grace 
,helps, to embrace its overtures, no more than 
:adead body to receive'life. Epheſ.2. x. You have 
| zot choſen.me, but I bavechoſen you, and ordained, 
-. you, that yas ſbould.go -andibring forth fruit, oh. 
| | -T5..16. The ſoul's.choice of Chriſt is the etfedt 
of Chriſt's firſt chuſmg him ; and its love to God 
the,product of:God's firſt loving him, 1 70.4.19. 
and-the.foul's.frunfulneſs is-the.ettect of Chriſt's 
purpoling and appainting it thereunto. No man 
can come-to me except the Father which hath'ſent 
2 draw him, 70h.6..44. Not onely morally by 
perfwading .the-will with potent arguments;but 
.phyſically,.by working +to will, by a,powerful 
inclining and diſpoſing the will to come to, and 
chuſe Chriſt, - through the irreſiſtible. operation 
of the Spirit : So then, 'tus not of him that wil- 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
ſheweth mercy, Rom. 9. 16. Salvation-grace 'both 
*of righteouſneſs and holineſs, 1s freely .given to 
the thirſty foul through and 'with Chriſt, Rev. 
20. 6. and the inclination and:power to receive 
as freely beſtowed alſo, Phil. I. '29, To yorr it 45 
gruen 
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given in rhe behalf of Chrift, not- onzh to belicor on 
him; but alſo to ſaffer for bu ſaky. Faith it ſelf is 
the gift of God:borh the power and will ro'bez 
lieve, not given-to every man alike: For aff 
men have not faith, 2 The. 3. 2, becauſe the Fa 
ther was not pleaſed effeftually to beftow it; 
Dent. 29. 4 The Lord hath net 'geven you a bearr 
to perceive. and eyes to ſee, and ears to bear to 
thrs day : Who hath made thee to differ ? or what 
haft thou which thow didft not receive ? x Cor:377. 
If the ditfferencing of one man from- another, as 
to his improvement of grace, hay in his own in- 
clinations and natural freedom'of his own wil, 
then there was ſomerbing. in the creatore thar 
made this difference, contrary to this Scriprare; 
2nda foundarich laid ina man to glory, which 
wholly overthrows the deſign of Redemprion- 
grace, which is roi take off all bcafting,” 1 Cor: 
F. 29. Kom:. 3. 27. and to Jay. al the praiſe and 
glory of man's falvartion on ipecialigrace; Eph:t. 
5, 6. neither is the firſt grace. onely freely gi- 
yen ; but more-gfrace- allb, alſufficiency after 
(conferred for every good word and . work; yea, 
for every rhoughr rhat is good)comes from-rhe 
ſame grace thar firſt called-you, which moſt al- 
foperfe@ every: good: work ro-the day of Sal- 
vation, 2 Cor..3. 5: -our ſufficiency (who have 
grace} ro rhink ordo rhe leaſt ſpiritual good, 
bs deriv'd from the fame founrain-fulneſs thar 
is in Chriſt, 7-4. 16. Eternal life, with what- 
ever leads therero,.:is the gift of God, Roms. 6. 
v.23. As Chriit; 30 all rhings with him are free- 
ly given, X-w,8.:32- not onely the ſeed of 
grace, bur the growth of grace ; not onely the 
| habir, 
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habit, but the--act of grace; all comes from 
Chriſt in _th&iway,'of Redemprion-grace. Get 
your hearts well eſtabliſhed with this grace;thar 
nothing in-you, or done by you, ''can merit or 
procure any thing of the Father, but upon the 
account- of Chriſt, and his grace, ;and promiſe in 
him to all that by the Son do -come unto him; 
Goods you need for a daily Trade, but no mo- 
ney and price will paſs for them, iſa. 5.1. they 
are. freely given, and yet you may boldly come 
for them : Go: yew: muſt with empty ſacks,your 
friend in Heaven will fill-them, and return your 
moncy in your. ſacks mouth: 'iChriſtians,a con- 
ſiderable part; of your work: (and that which 
laies the foundation to all” your . Trade). lies in 
getting - your - ſouls: furniſt*d with heavenly. 
wares :; You will drive but: a poor Trade for 

Heaven, if you d6' not often receive goods from 
Heaven, Alas! what can you do in Chriſtianity 
without continual ſupplies from Chriſt 2 Za6- 
dicea could; not, do any 'good' ini Religion, for 
want of goods from Chriſt : She had none of his 
tryed gold, 'and therefore grew: foon poor and 
miſerable : .If goods: fail, trade'falls, and-tiveli- 
hood with it: What advantages doth the Trades- 
man miſs, and'what loſſes dothr- he ſuſtain, by 
wanting goods to; furniſh his Cuſtomers? So do 
Chriſtians when they want grace to ſerve their 
occaſions, neceſſities, temptations and duties ; 
what advantage' might ſoyls ger, had they bur 
grace, when they come'under Ordinances and 
Duties? and/what lofles do they meet with for 
want of grace, under afflictions, trials and em-. 
ploymencs ? how pitifully do'they carry it yd 
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der troubles, and -providential exerciſes; and are; 
oft-times ſadly foiPd for . want: of; grace /and 
wiſdom to manage ſuch trials ?, You have daily, 
need of more grace, as you have of bread-for: 
your bodies : Your occaſions, ,temptations and 
work are ſpending, and without freſh ſupplics 
from the Treaſury, you will ſoon be: empty and. 
impoveriſhed : Neglect but your ſpiritual re- 
cruits one day, and you will feel it: "Tis your 
intereſt, if you are Traders, to keep-your ſhops 
full, and to be often ſending for more goods : 
Grace will never lye long on your hands; other 
goods may. :. You. will have ſtill occaſions to, ex- 
erciſe grace ih your dealings 'with God and 
men; you can never be over-ſtor'd with Wit- 
dom's wares. | 
* . Tis your duty alſo to make uſe-of Chriſt: 
continually In. every. thing. to make known; 
your requeſts to. him : To draw waters out of. 
this Well of Salvation every day : He is a Foun-. 
tain ſealed for your uſe ; he,is. made of God-to. 
be wiſdom, righteouſhels, ſan@tification and re- 
demption too ;,,for this end, that they mighe 
live upon him to theſe ends: This is to live by: | 
the Faith of the Son of God, which is the Chri-; 
ſtians daily duty :, He complains as- being In-. 
jur'd when his people will not come unto him 
th a1they might have life, fob. 5. 40. He: is 
troubled when his Children will.not make uſe. 
ofhim : Hitherto you have asked:nothing : Ak: 
and you ſhall receive that your joy,may be full, Foh.. 
16. 24. Never was a full breaſt more paid; for. | 
want of drawing, than the Lord Jeſus is, when. 
his people receive not from him that wee 
raac 
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that is laid up in him for their uſe. 
'*Tis your advyanitage alſo to be often at Chriſt's 
door, 'and to be continually fetching in ſupplies 
for your ſouls : - This is the way to grow rich 
' apace 3 to getin more and more of the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt, Rev. 3. x8. This is 
the way to be filled with the 'fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, to be more throughly furniſhed unto 
all good works, to the glory and praiſe of God, 
2 Tim. 3. 17. Phil. 1. 12. This is the way to do 
every thing better, and to abound in the work 
of the Lord, and to be more complete in all the 
wilt of God, x Cor. Ig. 58. Col: 4.12. By this 
means you will become more ſerviceable unto 
others, and uſeful in the place where you live, 
and in the Societies where God hath placed 
you; the more full of grace, the more able to 

rofit others. Rom. IF. I4. That yer alwaies are 


wll of oodneſs, filled with all knowledge, able al- 


ſoto dniſh'one another. 2 Cor. TY. 4. That we 
may be able to comfort them with the ſame comfort s 
wherewith we-are -confforted of 'God. They that 
fredly receive, will.be able freely to give ; and 


that's a blefſed thing, A#s 20. zF.' And till you + 


receive you cannot give. Chriftians,ger in more 
grace'every day: for your own-uſe;for the glory 
of God, and the good of others : Labour to be 
furnithed® with every grace, eſpecially thoſe 
graces which the Lord hath more uſe of,and the 
rime, condition'and place you are in, do more 
eſpecially call for, Heb. 12.28. 2 Per. 1.5. , 
Be ſure to be well furniſhed with Faith ; that's 
an-ufeful grace at all times ( for we live "by 
Faith; Zeb, 10, 38.) but eſpecially in evil times, 
 þ 1.4 > SE | in 
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in rimes of remptation and-affliction. Faith ig 

an eye, a band, a foot at all times; ris a orack 
alwaies uſeful at every tyrn ; you cannor be 
without it and be well; 'tis a working yrace, 
and that's good for Traders ; you carmot work 
withour it, 2 Theſ. 1. 4. A building grace, ?ede, 
v. 3. 20. A nouriſhing grace, T1 Tim. 4 6. A 
ſoul-enriching grace, Row, 4. 12. A fou- 
ſtrengthening grace, Ephef. 3. 16, 17. But *ris 
eſpecially needful in evil times, it being a cheer= 
ing grace, Rom, 15, 13. Tis. a ſoul-keeping 
grace, and that's good jn dangerous times, 
1 Per. x. 5: "Tis a foul-ſavipg grace, that faves 
in troubles, and out of troubles, Pal. 27. 5. 
{7am.5.Iy. Tis a heart-eſtabliſhing grace,z2 Chron, 
20.20. A world-contemning grace, Heb. 11. 26, 
A world-congquering grace, I 70h, 5. 4. Aſout- 
{ecuring grace, Heb, 11. 23. By faich Moſes 
was hid three months. It ſecures a perfon in 
troubles : *ris a breaſt-plate to preferye the 
hearr, I Teeſ.5. 8. And a ſhield to cover the 
head, Epheſ. 6. 16. It leads a pgrion throu 

trouble, Heb. 11.29. By Faith they paſſed 
through the Red.Sea, as by dry Laid, which rhe 
Egyptians aſſaying to do, were drowned. O get 
n plenty of this precious 40 Faith, for 
that's the great trading-grace of a Chriſtian; for 
itgets in, and Jajes out every grace. Faith 1s 
the receiving grace ; it receives in Chriſt, Eph; 
3. 17. and it receives from Chriſt, fon I. 16; 
Faith is the key that opens Chriſt's Treaſures ; 
the hand that takes out his tryed gold : Faith is 
the carrying and recarrying grace: Faith comes 
up to the market-price, and never breaks har 
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God on terms,but ſubſcribes to all the demands 
of Chriſt, and ſo never returns empty. Chri- 
ſtians, you will never want goods for your Hea- 
venly Trade, if you can but keep Faith in exer- 
ciſe z your ſhops will never be empry, as long 
as Faith can ſtir up and down, and keep up its 
Journeys to Heaven: If there be any goods in 
the promiſes, afiy wares in Heaven, Faith will 
have them down,as Jong as the ſoul needs them, 
and it be for God's intereſt to part with them : 
O then get faith! Alas, what pitiful Trade do 
ſome drive for want of Faith! Cho:ce goods 
will not off ; precious promiſes, pertinent in- 
ſtruſtions, perſwaſions and encouragements lye 
on Chriſt's hands for want of faith in them that 
S . WE | 
_ . Chriſtians, you will make nothing of Religion 
withour Faith, in the daies we live in ; you will 
ſoon ſhut up ſhop, decay and break when 
troubles come to purpoſe, without ſtore of 
Faith. Faith will fill your ſtore-houſes,do your 
work, put off your goods, get in your rights, 
y your debts, and maintain you richly on the 
incomes of your Trade. 
. Patience is another grace that will much ſerve 
you in your Spiritual Trade ; you have need 0 
Patience to do the will of God ; no working 
- without Patience. 2 Cor. 12. 12, Trily the ſigh: 
of an Apoſtle were wrought among you in all Pa- 
tence. Rom, 5.4. Patience worketh experience. 
Souls are apt to Þe weary of well doing with- 
out Patience, and to tyre in running, without 
this long-breath'd grace of Patience. Heb. 12.1. 
Lex us run with Patience the race that is ſet be 
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fore us. No receiving the 'fruit of Ordinances 
and Duties without Patience, Like 8. 15 * They 
on the good ground are they which in an honeſt 
and gud heart, having heard the Word, keep it; 
ahd ering forth fruit with Patience. The Lord 
uſually cries his peoples Patierice before 'they 
come to the fruit of Pomiſes, and bring fortlt 
the obedience of Precepts ; there's a winter 
between. ſced-time ahd harveſt; miany. wet; 
weeping daies between ſowing and reaping, at 
enim ſeget em in agro pinvias, nives, glacies, prui> 
nas, grandines, & tempeſtates ferre neceſſarinmn eff 
antequam matureſcat, & fruftum ferat, ita homi- 
hem fidelem intus & extrinſecus wulta pati mala 
oportet. Stell. The ſeed muſt lye long, it may 
may be, under ground, and when *tis come up, 
be nipt up with froſts, and covered with ſhow 
aud hail, and bear many a ſtorm before it ripens;' 
and brings-forth fruit,” and 'this calls for Pa- 
tience ; yea many times long-ſuffering, The huſ= 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruits of the 
earth, and hath long Patience for it, untill he te= 
terve the early and latter rain, Fames 5.7. Pa- 
tience is needful to ſuffer, as well as do the 
Will of God. Rev. 13. 10. Here is the Patience 
and Faith of the Saints':, To endure captivity 
and cruel] Death for the fake of Chriſt, Patience 
to wait for the'protniſe, Rom. 8.25. and Fa- 
tience £0 receive it; Het. 10.36. Patitnce (faith 
Seneca) 'is a ſalve for every ſor., that onely which 
alleviates "our burdens; without it we cannot bs 
menu or Chriſtzans + (faith another) "tis the grace 
that mak?s.. compleat and well accompliſt*d Chri= 
ftian, Manton, Fames I.  . Wheh reaſon is at 4 

; N 2 ſtand; 
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ſtand, and hope almoſt at an end, and all refuge 
fails ; Patience ſteps in, bears the burden, and 
calms the ſoul. * | 
Hope is a neceſſary grace to this great under- 
taking; reckoned among the three Cardinal vir- 
tues that. wonderfylly adorn a Chriſtian's ſpirit 
and conyerſation._ 1 Cor. 13.13. Now abideth 
Faith, and Hep, 4nd Charity : Hope is the off- 
ſpring and refreſhment of Faith ; *tis begotten 
by Faith, and (fajes one) As a good child relieves 
its father Faith in time of need. Hope is an ex- 
pectation, Faith a perſwaſion. Faith eyes the 
promile, -hope the thing promiſed, as ſure 
though future, which comforts the ſoul under 
the preſent want of deſired mercy ; and this is 
needful ro. . cheer the ſoul under its exigencies 
and diſappointments in. the way of its Chriſtian 
converſation. Hope keeps in the fire,and keeps 
ap. the houſe. Heb. 3. 6. Whoſe houſe are we if 
we bold. faft the confidence and rejoycing of our hope 
firm to the eng. Were it not for Hope the houſe 
would. fall. aſunder ; Hope keeps it together, 
till, the Lord new build ix in Heaven : Hope 
anchors the ſoy} ina ſtorm, and, makes it ſteady 
under ſhaking tempeſts, Heb, 6. 19. Hope main- 
tains a Chriſtian in a hard winter, while the ſeed 
is under clods, and till the corn come to. the 
barn, 1 Cor, 9. 10. He that ployath, playeth in 
Hope (that is of a good harveſt) that, will com- 
penſfate all his Iaboyrs, Hope ſecures the. ſoul 
from ſhame and diſappointment under tempo- 
rary forbearance, Pſal.,34-22, It helps. it.to re- 
Joyce in tribulation, Rome. 5..2. and compalleth 
bim about with mercy, B/a/, 32. 19. XAee 
——_— , mil- 
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Humility, Self-denial; Goodneſs, Teriperance, 
Gentleneſs, Love, Zeal; Holy Fear, -arecalt gov 
goods that will off--wel; -and turn to' tlie Tra- 
der's profir, if well ithproved : Ger your ſouls 
wellftord with theſe graces of rhe Spiricy; aſ- 
ſo if You ever think todrive a good Trade bf 
godlineR, 2 1G of "1500077 

Get your” minds | filed with knowledge;:as 
well as-yoor hearts with' grace; that's ipart 6f 
the Cliriſtian's Treaſure.” 2 Cor. 4. 6. Weithave 
thi Treaſure (that sf the knowledge of God 
in the face of CHrft)'*n earthen veſſels : In phews 
are hid all the Trtaſavet of Wiſdom, 'Colie 3. 
Savitig knowledge isd Treaſure laid up: in Chrilt 
for Believers, and to be fetched ont (forthelr 
uſe atid comfort, . THe +227 of rhe full afſittioice 
of underſtanding, ' and - ' arknowledgement” of the 
1y/tery of God, and of #ht Father, and of Chriſt, 
Col. 212; The Gofpel 46 a myſtery, a ſecter; hid 
frony the natural eye; atid cahnot)be known bot 
by the revelation of 'the:Spirit.. To” have an 
inward, 'cleary ſenſible; experimenrat anditertain 
appfehenſioh of rhe; plbtourtraths of the 'Gof- 
pe], dpened-and canfirmed.to'the eye - of Faith, 
is a high'utthinment btyord'what'any reach to, 
bur choſe that haverthe anointings of the Spirit, 
and to whom ris given. dy:the Spirit'ashe frult 
of prayer, and fanhfut artendihce on* his reach- 
ings jn-the''Goſpel ad; Ordinances - of - Chriſt : 
This isballed a rooting'and eftabliſhmenr in'the 
Faith,” Cvl/ 2, 7. and growing in knowledge, 
2 Per,/4/318. alluding. to'trees that being well 
planted /dv take deeper root in the cafth; arid m 
time come to greater ſertletment and Rrength 
| ' N 3 againſt 


182 The' Heavenly Trade 


roy nga s:; And as:children that gradus 
ally grow and encreaſe' to” higher ſtatures ; ſo 
this fpiritual knowledge is :gradiially.cricreaſed ; 
'tis not; the priviledge of new-born babes, of 
perſons at their firft -conyerſion, :tq; have'-this 
deep fathoming of Goſpel-myſteries :;;But of 
ſtronger Chriſtians, who by conſtant attendances 
on the Means of Grace, and ih progreſs of time, 
by Faith; Humility, Prayer and Attention to the 
Spirit, 'do.ar length come:;to higher meaſures of 
this" illumination, and full affurance\ of. truth. 
As Gerſoy reports of a godly. man he knew, who 
at rſt was exerciſed-.with many: doubts and 
fears, and ſhakings/of:Fgirh ; but atlaſt through 
humiliation of ſoul; and-a captivating of'his un- 
derſtanding to Divine 'Frarh, together, with the 
NMlumination of the Spirit, . came-ro-a. wonderful 
clearneſs in the. matters: of Faith,: and-of his 
ſoul-eſtate, with ſuch a ſettlement af ſpirit, and 
certainty about his ſalyation, as: ro: haye no 
more doubts remaining jn him. Chriſtians, con- 
tent: not your Atlyes:; with ſome _notions of 
truth, and ſhallow: cold! apprebenſions: off the 
great myſteries' of ftalyation ; but:Jabour to get 
in greater meaſures. of:! fpiritual- underſtand- 
Ing, both: objettive,:a9::to- the ,Trurhs:;ito be 
known; and ſubjective, as ' to thediſterning of 
them : ' 'Alas, we- know as yet nothing: as we 
ought ; .there are deeps in. the knowledge of 
"Chriſt for Elephants, as well as| fhaHows for 
Lambs ; and there are greater beamings on the 
ſouls eye to be obtained, and more certain un- 
derſtanding, and familiar acquaintance to be had 
yith the ſame Truths we know. Your buſincfs, 
| | Chri- 
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Chriſtians, in the Heavenly Trade is to get more 
Divine Wiſdom,to be led farther into all Truth, 
and to entef-into the Myſteries of the Goſpel 
wading farther and farther into SanCtuary-deeps; 
to know more of God, of the way to him, and 
the things freely given of him, and to know 
better what you know : Thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed 
them to 4abes, There's a ſecret in Goſpel-traths 
which the wifeſt men in the world can never by 
their greateſt Wiſdom come'to ſee, without the 
ſpecial-revelation of the Spirit: As none, can 
come to ſee the ſpirits, ſalts, and occult virtues, 
in herbs and minerals, till by Chymiſtry they 
are exitracted > Others may diſcern and receive 
the things themſelves in the groſs and bulk of 
them, and yet never ſee or taſte thoſe choice 
ſpirits hid in them: So 'tis with ſuch as are 
ſtrangers to a ſpiritual knowledge, they appre- 
hend Truths in the bulk and letter of them. A 
A carnal man (laith Hooker) may hear the ſound 
of the Word, underſtand the fignification ; his judg- 
ment may ſes 'the evidence of the argument, and 
force of reaſon in them ; and yet the 

reality and ſpiritualzeſs of that Di- COMmENTy, 
vine good never apprebend:a. The prayer. 

world by wiſdom | knew net God, 

I Cor. I. 21. There's no-proportion between a 
ſpiritual object and a caanal eye: The carnal 
mind cannot diſcern the things of the Spirit of God, 
nerther cau they know them, far they are ſpiritwally 
diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. Labour to fee the beau- 
ty and amjablenefs of Truth;z to ſee your pro- 
priety in Truth, to taſte an inward ſweetneſs, 
N 4 and 
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hl DN pteaſure/in'Truth, ro feel the ſenſe 

cial love "to your ſouls * in diſcovery of 
ha ant] to find @ rhiglitineſs going out in eve= 
xy [Truth on your {&#ls,” changing; Yb into the 
very Spirit and Itage of Truth: To grow in 
knowledge extedſively, into all Truth ; and in- 
cediively. in deeper and more ſenſible, Tpiritua), 
powerful apprehenſtons of truth ; the want of 
which right knowledpe makes ſo- many cold, 
Aead hypocrites, and barren profeſſforrs in this 
day bf tight and parts. 

Get allo your Conſtiences ſtor'd with the 
Peace of God, which pafſeth underſtanding. This 
Is the falt that ſeaſons every thing, condition 
and duty, Mark 9."'yo. This will ſhoe your 
feet to travel through the rough and tireſome 
waies of affliction, rempration and perſecution 
you muſt meet with'm the purſuit-of' your Hea- 
venly Trade, Ephef. 6. x5. This will calm your 
hearts in ſtorms, and milatain a Summer with- 
m, when *'tis Winter without, and nothing but 
rempeſts and troubles in rhe world, fohn 16.33, 
This will preferre yo when all is going, and 
keep your hearts and minds through Chriſt Je- 
ſus, Phil. g. 7. Ths'will guard your aecarrs from 
thoſe flavith fears, darkfom doubts,and dreadful 
troubles that mary ate” fiffed with his day, and 
make you triumphi over fin, trample upon the 
world, and ſmile in the midſt of all the frowns 
of men and Devils. © O get and keep this rare 
Jewel of inward Peace, which will help you to 
draw near to-God with boldneſs, and chearful 
ſerenity in every duty, Heb. 10. 22.” Get- your 
conſciences bath'd in the blood. of Chriſt, and 


the 
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the evidences of your ſincerity cleared up eve- 
ry day; this will help to mainrain a feaſbof-.in- 
ward. peace under the temptations of Satan, 
and the view of your daily fallings and frumbs- 
lings. OL Hive {07 
"Ger your hearts warm'd; -and affections 
quicken'd with the ſenſe of divine love to: your 
Souls : this is 'a'choice part '0f heavenly trea- 
ſures, and will abundantly conduce to the lively 
carrying on ' of this divine Trade ; affeCtions 
raiſed by the application of redemption-grace, 
will be to your Souls as ſpread fails to the Ship, 
to carry you ſtrongly along apainſt wind and 
ſtorm, and fill 'you' with. pleaſant gales within, 
and give you © fpeedy and comfortable paſlage 
through the waves of this World, z Cor. 5.12. 
Tis the SouPs wing that mounts it up -towards 
God, and carries it aloft above the entangle- 
ments of fin, the world, and fleſh, in the' warm 
purſuit 'of 'God's commandments; 2 Cor. 5. 14. 
His commanids will not be thoughr grievons, or 
his yoke heavy, where this love of God hath 
left a favour on 'the heart, P/al. x19. 232. * Kowe. 
x3. 10. It will exceedingly ſveeten the birter 
waters of Marah to you, and -make the paths 
of God's Providences, as well as his Precepts, 
pleaſantneſs and peace. | 25.08 
Take in alſo the confolations of the Spirit, 
and the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, theſe will be. 
vſeful to chear your hearts onder tribulation, 
and ffrengthen and cordial you under heart- 
famtmgs and qualms yoa may meet with from 
thoſe il! vapours of this lower World, and want 
of creature-comforts, 2 Cor. 7. 4 Row, 15. 4. 
This 
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-This ſpititurl'comfort will alfp help, to drown 
your-carnsl: joys, and:to- prevent a ſarfeit with 
the: pleaſures -of-;this World, (another danger 
that: Wiſdom's, Merchants are ſometimes liable 


to.) Afts 2.28. Make me full of joy with the 


light of thy countenance, Spiritgal-Joy; where it 


4s; fills: the heart, and-leaves no room for car- 
nal. delights; as: the; heat of ,the Sun puts out 


the fire, ſo will 'fpiritua], conſolation extinguiſh 


"carnal joy : "Twas the comfort which Aoſes, 
by-Faith, ferch'd; in;from the views: of -an invi- 
.fible God, that: made him chopſe -reproaches 
with the- people of God, before the- pleaſures 


of" ſin that were but; for a ſeaſon, Heb. 11, 21. 
25. This ſpiritual comfort is a notable way to 
ftablliry. in eyery, good work, 2 Theſ..2. 16, 17. 


to help on your Souls edification and growth in 


grace and holineſs, Acts 9. 31. 
O! what work have Chriſtians to do, be- 
ſides the World; and minding their own things ? 


were Religion followed to the purpoſe, perſons 
would have no leiſure for fin and yanity: O! 


.what need have gracious Souls of a diligent 


hand to make them rich, and to be taking in 
Apiritual goods eyery day. 


"Queſt. But how ſhould I da to get my Soul fur- 


niſh'd with theſe' heavenly goods ?, If my heart 


" deceive me not, ' I would fain be. enriched with 


every grace, capacity and accompliſhment, for 
the diſcharge of my auty, the pleaſing, honour- 
ing, and enjoying of God, and for the welfare of 
E my immortal Soul : But how to attain this 


Sol. 
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Sol. 1. If you would be enriched-with hea» 
venly treaſures, and get in thoſe goods';: Then, 
x. Firſt, maintain a conſtant! feriſe of your 
own wants and emptineſs : That,whreh. is want 
ing cannot be numbred, Eccleſ. 1. 15:::Look over 
your ſouls every day, and ſee: yonr: poverty 3 
look into your underſtandings; ahd ſee how 'Jit- 
tle light is there; mto ' your minds, and con- 
fder how little ſpirituality lies there; how lit- 
tle warmth and heavenly heat in youraftections; 
little truth and fincerity in your-{ſpirits;; Jittle 
tenderneſs in your conſciences;; lixtle flexible- 
neſs in your wills to divine things : little faith, 
love, humility, meekneſs,fear, zeal, life, ſtrength, 
faithfulneſs , ſtedfaſtneſs in your. ſauls : were 
this really ſeen, and felt, and. the: excellency of 
theſe ſpiritual. perfections diſcernd, and the 
ſouls great concern and intereſt that lies wrapt 
vp in them, with the abſolute. neceſſity of hay 
ving every grace, in order to.duty, peace, comr 
fort, proſperity and ſalvation ; -perſons that had 
4ny life ar all, could not lie ſtill, ori. be content, 
till vtmoſt means were us'd to; obtain (upplies : 
*rwas a falſe conceit of a ſelf-fulneſs that kept 
back Laodicea from ſeeking after Chriſt's trea- 
ſures, Rev. 3.17, 18. And that blind opinion the 
Phariſees had of their good eftate;that ſo pre- 
Jjudic'd them againſt the convictions and coun- 
_ of Chriſt rowards their cure, oh. 8. 33. 39. 
I. 48. Had not-the Corinthian Saints been {0 
full. and rich in their apprehenfons, they would 
not have had ſuch fleighty thovghts of iniritu- 
red means towards their Souls good. 1 Cor. 
I. 12, And haye been contentious with one 
another 
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anvther, when-they ſhould have been contend- 
Foy = meaſures vf grace and goulineſg, 
{ Ix, Tis the poor are the labourers in 
God's Vineyard, Zech. 11. 11. And - they thar 
feel their daily need of ſou]-relief, that will be 
atany pains 'to enjoy it, //a, 41.17. 1430, 
-- Secondly, Get a believing ſight of Ghriſt' 
gnace and falneſs, thar he is able to enrich yow, 
and willing'to help you. #e6.1 1.6. This brought 
Naman to the Prophet Elia for cure of his 
teproſy ; he'believed his ſervants report, that 
he was able, and cheriſhed hopes that he was 
willing to hea him. 2 King. 3. And ſhe ſaid 
# her Miſtreſt, would God my Maſter were with 
#he Prophet that is in Samatia, for be would re- 
Yoaver him of> his leproſy.: One told this ro her 
Lord, and hereupon he goes and adventures: 
wer. 5. And he diparted. ' A perſwaſion of 
Clirlt's ability; brought-che! Leper co him fr 
cleanſing. Afar; 8.2; Lord, if thou wilt, Thok 
ear'ſÞ make #2 clean; He was perſwaded that 
Chriſt was able, and had hopes that he was wil- 
lintt, of would never "have 'come to him, 
A thorough belief of Chriſt's ability ro help, 
will niake a ſoul' to cheriſh: hopes of his will 
tinznefs alſo, $0 "the blind. 'men, Afar. 9, they 
believed Chritt's abiliry ro-help them ; ver..28. 
And they had hopes of his mercy roo, that he 
would do it:; vir. 27. Thex' So of David have 


mercy upon us: and this hope made them nat. 


only to come to Chriſt, but ro: follow. after 
him : whatever perſons pretend to a believing 
in Chriſt*s"abiliry ro ſave: and  ſanctify them, 
they have not this faith, who queſtion his wil- 
. lingneſs 
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lingne(&. to ſatisfy the longing fou}, and fave all 
thar come to God-by him: you. confeſs he. j 
able to furniſh you with all you can want or der 
fre ; believe his willingneſs alſo to ſapply all 
your wants, who ſincerely wait: upon: him. 


Queſt. Bat how me) I know that Chriſt will ſur- 
niſh me if I come for theſe heavenly treaſures? 
there are many come, and ga witbomt their er- 
rand : Some aik, and have wot, Jam. 4-3 
run, and receive nog z ſtrive to enter in, aud are 
vot able, I Cor. 9. 24.” Luke 13; 24. There 

' are fame the Lord threatens he will not hear, 
Prov. I. aps IF. £58: 7.13. And 1 
have [onoht theſe [piritaal bleſſings many ati 
and Fs (ur ite phe "as af Xa "_ 1h 
ſure Chriſt is willing ta give. theſe Ac % Kt 
ro me # ; hp 


So]. The Lord Jeſus hath made- an offer of 
grace to all ſenſible Sinners, who feel their need, 
and thirit for ſupply, /ſa. 55. 1. ek. 7.37. and 
called upon them-to come and receive it with, 
out Exception, atth. It. 28. Now it cannot 
ſtand with his divine goodneſs and truth. ta offer 
mercy, and not intend to give it ; he cannot de- 
ceive, or be deceived, who is the faithful 'one; 
nor invite his creatures to an, expeCtation,- and 
then fail them. .. Now he hath. called all. to 
came, and required-nq other condition but their 
ae. Tar: receiving him and the things he 

arh gftered. He bath alſo promiſed, as well as 
offered, to give tg. him that thirſteth, Kev.20.6. * 
T will. give to his that is a-thirſt of the, foumais 
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of the water of Life free. 1 willtgive,(not ſell) or | "! 
Tet out on any terms of ſelf-worthineſs ; for if | 7 
there be any thing to make the creature wor- || F 
thy, *tis not a gift, but debt, Rom. 4. 4. [To || * 
him that'is a-thirſt,] nothing elſe is required ſ 
but a pinching ſenſe of ſouls need, and an un- || " 
fatisfied defire of ſupply. [I will give free- | ! 
ly, ] out of no reſpect to any thing in the || ] 
creature, bur his neceſſity and miſery ; the mo- || * 
ving cauſe is his own grace and free mercy to 
( 
| 
| 


Sinners, as Sinners. [I will give liberally roo; }] 
Ter him drink freely, take as much as he needs, 
or is capable to receive. [I will give ſutably,] 
ſuch things as you deſire and need, and ſuch 
things as are capable of ſatisfying you, (of the 
fountain of the waters of life.) Matth. 7.7. Pal. 
36. 7, 8. 70h.-6. 37. Iſa. 41. 17. You will find 
nothing in theſe Scriptures required in the per- || * 
fon, but ſenſe. of his need, . ſeeking ſatisfaction, | 
coming, believing, and a real ſubjeCtion'to all 
God's terms, and a pure deſigning of his ends. 
I diſclaim all ; the Port I would be in ar, is 
redemprion and forgiveneſs through his blood ; 
Ruth. Now, if he hath promiſed to give to 
them that ſeek, he muſt be willing to give ; For 
the holy one of Iſrael cannot the, Numb. 23. 19. 
He hath received all' his *Mediatory fulneſs of 
purpoſe for the giving out to thoſe that come 
unto him. oh. 1. 12. Pſal. 68. 18. Thos' haſt 
received gifts for men, yea for the rebellions alſo, 
that the Zord God might dwell among5t them © He 
is the Angel, Meſſenger and Mediator . of the 
-new Covenant,the Truftee and Feoffee entruſted 
- with that great eſtate for the uſe of  - 

C rnat 
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that need it,and come unto him/for it, Aaliz. x,; 
Heb. 9. 15. And therefore is faid to appear'in' 
Heaven in the preſence of- God for them; as''an 
Advocate to follow their cauſe. The Lord Je- 
ſas is wonderfully pleaſed to0, in giving to his 
needy ſeeking ones. Mic. 7. 18. He delighterti 
in mercy. Pſal. 35.27. He hath pleaſure in the 
proſperity of his ſervants : the more he gives, 
the more he ſees of the travel of his ſou},” and 
is ſatisfied. ſa. 53. 11. The- more he gives, 
the more he receives : The gifts'and graces of 
God are as the rivers that flow from the 'Sea, 
and return to the Sea again. I Chron. 29. 14. Of 
thine own have we given thee ; The more Chriſt 
gives'to his people. the more he receives; his 
talents come in again with improvements, Aat- 
25. 27. The more he gives, the more he is glo- 
rified, oh. 14. 13. Anſwer theſe queſtions 'be- 
fore you' doubt Chriſt's willingneſs to part with 
ſpiritual goods freely to all that truly ſeek 
them. Do you think really that Chriſt can difſ- 
ſemble, offer mercy, and have no mind to'give 
it? Do you think that. the Lord Jeſus 'can 
break his word, or become falſe to his promife? 
Can you imagine he will be unfaithful to His 
rruſt ? Can he delight in giving, and yer not wil- 
ling ? Doth he gain by giving, and yet not WIl- 
ling to give ? Is he glorified by giving, and yet 
be loth to give ? then would he not care for 
his own name. Suſpect your willingneſs-ro re= 
ceive, not Chriſt's ro give: you all that-grace 
ou need and ſeek of him, + 130-90 


*- Fourthly, Another thing wherein this' hea 
venly Trade lies; is, to carry. on heayenly works 
rY and 
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and-tg'be daily driving on the great buſineſs of 
godlineſs.. Religion hath- its work as well as the 
world ; every Trade: hath its employment, and 
{o, has godlineſs.. Chriſtianity is not a notion 
or Opinion, 2 name to live, and no more: 'Tis a 
miſerable vanity and cheat for a perfon to think 
2 bare Lamp will light him to Heaven, and a 
few lazy wiſhes bring him to glory, though he 
trayel not the way coit, Alas, to eſpouſe the 
principles of Pjety, withour the praftice of ir, 
to get aver to priviledges, and be ſtrangers to 
Purity,to profeſs Faith without works, and love 
without laboprs, will fignifie nothing towards 
falyatiog, . Will Opinion make a man an Artiſt, 
or imaginetian, Enrich: him, or hunger fill him, 
or reading the way to a place bring bim thi- 
ther? No more will affe&ion, knowledge and 
prafeſſion help men to Heaven,uoleſs they work 
out their ſalvation, and carry on the dutics of 
Religion that lead to it, Phil. 2. 12. 

__. Firſt, Conſider, a Chriſtian hath much work, 
anda little time; great work and ſmall ſtrength; 
neceflary: work,: and many diverſjons ; excellent 
work,. none like. jt : perſons that ſer abour fal- 
vation wearneft, will find much to do; and the 
farther.they go in Religion,the more buſie their 
employment will be ; every day brings its work 
with-it.; new inſtructions, new mercies, new 
' afflictions and temptations every day, which 
calls.for much exerciſed grace and duty, A child 
of God: hach pe time for idleneſs, or imperti- 
nent buſineſs. O the many things that muſt be 
difpatched. within the compaſs of this hictle anch 
of tine for erernity-l Soul; if thon deft, and 


Sa. Lo 


thy. 
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thy work undone when: thay dieft; thy ſoul's 
undone ; there's pv riſing from phy. grave $0.do 
neglected, work,; or diſpentarion, at, the Bar.of 

God tor the giniffion of Salyapiageduries. . .; - 
, This work is neceſlary-plſo; as well as great:s 

ſome duties are neceſſary to-fecure thy-lalyaxion; 
all dpties are neceflary to: maintain thy comforts, 
and greaten thy glory. Mei iplead-nectiſity for 
this and th/ocher thing,to.do this work,ahd take 

that journey, z to. omit this dutyzand abſcng from 
ſuch a priviledge ;/ but who is {cnſible of the ne= 
ceſſity of ' working the, work, of- God, and. at- 
tending ſou]- concerns ? Is may- nat be neceliary 
you ſhould have peace,,; credir, plenty, riches; 
comforts zi that you; ſhould, have 19 PN: 
prefermenr and contentment jy; ghe world; but 
tis abſolutely neceſſary thy ſoul ſhould be 

fayed, and that, God ſhould be obeyed 5; ;that 
ſpiritual concerns ſhould be, attended, (whatever 
is neglected) that thy debrs-ſhould he paid, thy 
peace with God, obraines, ; thy, hangry ſoul be 
fed and refreſhed, thy title to; Reaven clear'd, 
the preſence of God enjoy 'd, and thy ſeed-rime 
for glory. improy'd.: 4, | AE 
Tis promiled-work too, - and that makes it 
neceſſary ;_ you have engag'd to be the Lord's if 
you: are Chriſtians; and! 'haye, giver, up. your 
ſelves to be his, and not your own ;. Your time: 
is his, your capacigies his, 1 Cor. 6.19,29: Wha. 
you are and. have, is from him and fog him, this 
you have devoted to the uſe and {ervice-of God 
when you took him to be-your God, # Cor, 8.5; 
2nd many a rime fince you have engag'd to obe- 
dience of his commands: [There are ſick-bed- 
Q YOWS; 
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vows, aMMidtion-promiſes, engagements undet 
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bim with ſuch flattery and difſimulation,and un- 

der-the guilt of ſo much falſhood and treachery, 

while 'your work'lies ſtill undone > © 

--- Yea your work Chriſtians is excellent work 

alſo, above all the'employments of rhe world; 

*tis fapernarural-work; yea Angelical-work, yea 

fiich-work as'Angels' cannot do, to' believe in, 
love, converſe with, -and obey Chriſt, as. your 

Redeemer and Saviour, Ph:/. 3. 10. I Pet. 1, 
2, 8,9, x2. to ſuffer for Chriſt, and be baptized 
I"to'a conformity with his death and reſur- 
rection. ON CE0D 9021 

- Tis ſuitable work alſo you are called to in 
this'Heavenly- Trade, ' work ſuited' to-your na- 
'tures: If you are Saints, you have received a 
heavenly ſpirit, and are -partakers of the Divine 
Nature, 2 Per. 1.4. *Tis as natural for you to do 
heavenly work, if you are Chriſtians, as for the 
world to do earthly work, there being a diſpo- 
fition and propenſity. put into your renewed na- 
tures to new and heavenly work, as there is a 
diſpoſition in the ſeed to its proper fruit, x oh. 
3. 9. For his ſced remain:th in him + *Tis'work 
ſuiced to your hopes which are Jaid' up in Hea- 
ven, Col. I. 5."'For the hope which us laid up for 
you in Heaven, whereof you have heard before in 
the word of Truth. That is the blefſedneſs, thoſe 
great and glorious things you hope for, which 
are laid up for you 'in Heaven, as a Treaſure 


ſafely | 


| Patremnoſtrim; Daven. 
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ſafely kept for you © Called hope by an Antone> 
maſia (faith Davenant) (4) This rewaid us net 
ſaid ro'be ory effered 4nd propoſed to is ; for that 
would weaken our hope, if the certainty of thoſe 
things hap:d for did depend bn #s, and our diſpoſ= 
ryot: ; ſo that 'it ſhould be given or denied Mut ac= 
cording to the worth of our works, graces and du- 
ries ; bit "tis ſaid to -bedaid afde for us, as that 
which iz depoſited," and. ſafely laid up in God, our 
Father: for az. A' Chriſtian's cholceſt Trealires 
lie in hope, not im-hand'3 beyond'their preſence 


view and'enjoyment, "and yet ſecured'to their 


uſe and propriety,- 1 Per. x. 4. Reſerved in Hea- 
ven for©yor': (llopiuiylus ) Kept as It Were if 
caſtody, and with watch ahd ward for:you ſure 
and certain,'6n which rhe hopes of Believers are 
fittmly laid, *and to which their preſenr work is 
ſuited :: heavenly work beafs a proporyion we 
agreement in its nature (thoogh not in. worth) 
to heavenly and eternal things ; 'tis work ſuited 
to your' inheritance and "wages © in its” kind, 
though not in degree : and thar's excelſehtwork. 
which is 'of the ſame nature with your erethal 
Suitea Ho to your'prelent priviledges,” who. 
fit in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus.. Epy: 2.6. 
Gracious fouls, though -in - habirarion 'rh&y are 
(a): Bog4rudd premaſſa dicarut fpes noſtr 1,id ;jt,ut (' gnad; 
Jperam 4s po Antonomaſt.um ;.neque hoc premuns dicethr. 
tantutnoblaturn.nobis E5 propoſitumnam h'c ſpem noſtram 
anfirmaret,”'/i certitudo rerum ſperatarum penderer ex* 
nobz,” £9 diſpoſitions noſtra ita ut vel daretiy nobs vel 
we aretur promerito operum noſtrorum, ſea dicitur ſe ' _ſÞ 
fitum nobs,id eſt, quaſi in dep?ſito recondrtum apud Deunt 
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on the Earth, yet in pgint of priviledge th 

fit -in Heaven : Tbs b heir rene WP Chrif 
they may be ſaid (6) (laith Zanchy) to ft where 
he ſts, as a huaband or Brother abſent from hy 
Wife, and Brethren, doth poſſeſs a Kingdom for 
them; they, though abſent, may be truly [aid relg- 
truely to poſſeſs it in him as members i the head, 
they fit im Heaven in the perſon of Chriſt ; and as 
the Iump is (antlified in the firſt ſruits : Neither 
do they fit onely relatively through their union 


with Chriſt ; but ſpiritually, through their com-, 


munion with him. In that ſenſe (faith Bycer) 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. 3.20. They. have 
their converſation in'Heaven. This is a glorious 
priviledge. the Saints onely enjoy ;. in this life 
to conyerſe in Heaven, and to have their life 
above, above the world; and things below, and 
eÞ ſhout their work be alſo: How pleaſant 
ſhould heavenly work be to heavenly fouls ! 
Which Believers are and ſhould be. | 
Secondly, Chriſtians ſet upon heavenly 
work ;. for as is your work, ſo will your:main- 
renance be : They who do that work. which the 
world cannot, have that meat and drink which 
the world knoweth not, 7oh. 4. 32, 34: The 


Lord hath dainties, and peculiar refreſhments 


for thoſe who are ſingle and faichful-in his work, 
they have joyes which ſtrangers intermedale not 
wh, Prov. 14. 10. Whoever go without, his 
labourers ſhall not lack : He keeps a good table 
for his work-men : [n keeping of his Commands 


(b) Sedere fecat nos in celeſtibus in perſona Chriſti, 
3nque novam vitam excitavit, & ut Spirituincels vere 
ſemur efficit. Zanch. 


there's 
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there's great reward, Pſal. 19. 11, They eat the 
fa, ye, + drink the ſweet, Neb. 8. 10. The mar- 
row, the ſpiced wine, the hidden Manna is their 
meat and drink (ſo far as they have'need of it) 
O the ſweet bits, and pleaſant fips they nuts of, 
who are idle in God's Vmeyard 1 They that will 
not work , ſhall not eat, 2 Theſ.3.to. Would you 
ive high in your fpiritual-comforts, then work 
hard in your ſpiritual work. ne 
ThirdJy, As is your work, fo will your icom- - 
pany be: They that do -earthly work, kave 
earthly companions to Jabour -with them : As. 
is mens Trade, ſach is their compatiy. The 'ch4l- 
dren of the night have their fellowſhip with wnfrait- 
full works. of darkneſs, Epheſ. 5. 11. and gracious 
ſouls are . companions with them that fear Got, 
Pfal. 119.63. Wicked workers have wicked 
men and devils caſting in their lot- with .chem, 
Prov, 1, 14.. And ſo haye heavenly Traders 
heavenly company ; they have the preſence of 
God with them, 2 Chron. 5.2. The Lord « 
with you while 'you are with him : They liave the 
Comforter with them, 7oh. 14. 16. He ſpall give 
yu another Comforter, that \be may abide with you 
far ever : Rom. 11, By his Sperit that dwelleth 
in you. No company like the Comforter; friends 
may leave:you, *but if you keep with God, and 
do'his will, the Spirit of God will abide with 
you for ever; though he may not alwaies be 
ſcen-of pouyetihe will alwaies reſide with you: 
Ar the beſt, friends can but ftay wirh you, bur 
the Spirit of Chriſt will dwell in you, and give 
you the-neareſt and moſt intimate acquaintance 
with himſelf, (if you obey his voice, and follow 
Q 3 him) 
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him) God's tabaurers have the company of An- 
gels alſai:i'they are miniſtring ſpirits ro the heirs 
of ſalvation, Heb.'I,: $44.1 They pitch their tents 
aboitt them that ſear Godg Pſul. 3$4.:7;7 arid: have 
it given-in-charge: to ,take;care of che-Children 
of Gad, :a»d to carry them 31 their arms that they 
daſp not their feet- agakiſt 4. ſtone, 'Pſal.. 97. 11, 
Thoſe ;axe;lovely campany.indeed; fuch: as will 
never hurt you, but dg-yon good ; yau fhall'be 
the better. for. them, Frov.: 13:20. 

- Fobrchly,As is'your work,fo will your wages 
be-to: all eternity: : -thofigh not for--your work, 
yet according to it;-: Roi: 2; 6. Wha' ſbail render 
1 every man according to. his deeds's. a1 oi Upyay 
note 7 22x , according to, not for theix works: 
The Prepoſition 4, noting here. ( faith Pa- 
res) (c) not the merit, bur the meaſure analogy. 
of ryke, by which: 'undeſerved rewards ſhall be 
diſtributed, :-and joſt, pptithmenrs ſhall .be- in- 
flicted, as.the word is uſed; ar. 9;29:;.ch. 2.3.3, 
And ſo as.it refers -to glory - (fairh-he) wtirather 
deſcribes: the perſon. to..whom this glory ſhall 
be given, then-ſhews the cauſe why-iriis given, 


as Hat.25..34, 35. Alſo. the word rendered: 


(.<mde gy.) 1s uſed for a free reward:that hath 


no reſpect to deſert; 4g. 20. 8. The fame re-. 


vard being given-, to. him that wrought one 


hour, as to thoſe that bore the heat apd burden 
of the:day : So that the word (accordeng) notes: 
the kind; of work, not the. cauſe of reward, 


—_— 


(6)Kate non mericum jign:ficar, ſed fa & pen FI 
Aoyiay, qua premia da: ribuentur indebitd p Me S110 


avuntur. promerite, ' Parzus. ' Non propter quid, ſed 
Jurbus ſit ganga doegtur, ' dem, * Fete hope 


reward 
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reward as it refers to ſalvation: Suitable'to 
that of Chriſt, Rev. 22.12. Behold I come quick- 
ly, and my reward is with me , to ggve every man 
according as his work, Shall | be - - emu nic 
6&3 Yg2ov ve $2. Indeed evil works have'their 
cauſality, and deſert of puniſhment; but not 
good works of reward : Gryner gives three/fea-" 
ſons of the difference : - Firſt;” Becauſe *pood? 
works proceed from God, and are the-fruits 6f" 
his Spirit in us ; but-evil:works'proceed For 
man, and are the effets of his own'ſpiritiand 
will, Secondly, good works are- itnpeffe 
good as to degrees, and therefore: carmot merit;; 
but evil works are perfectly evil, 'and-thefefore 
deſerve death. Thirdly, Good works are'com- 
manded, andfoare” bur our 'duty, and canfiot: 
merit, (payment of debts are not purchaſe)” but” 
fins are forbidden, and ſo are a breach of the- 
Law of God, and deſerye death. "Zake 17.10. 
The gift of God us eternal life, but the wages of ſin 
i death, Rom. 6.23. Death is wages-due, but- 
life is a gift altogether free. By: grace ye are 
ſaved, Epheſ.2. 5. There can'be:nd deſert of 
glory in the molt ſpiritual duties of: man : Be- 
cauſe 2 3123-DtS 4.3445 | 
Firſt, They are not man's work, -but God's in 
him, John 15. 5. Without me ye tan.do nothing, 
Gal. 2. 20.1 live, yet not 1, but" Chriſt liveth in 
me, Holineſs is called the fruit: of the Spirit, 
Epbeſ. 5.9. Now the reward is due by, way of 
debt to him-rthat worketh ;/ but to him- that 
worketh not, *tis of grace,” Kom. 4. 4, F. and 
therefore .reward is not due 'to .Sainis who 
work not, but. by ſtrict. way of juſtice ra- 
Ft O + ther 
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ther.,to the; Spirit; that; worketh in then, 
- Secondly, | They tire-no way. proportionable, 


"- Fg 


work:is, imperfe&; . they know but in part, and 
do byr jp-pave, 2: Cot.) 3. 9. Phil. 3. 12. The beſt 
darics as they. cofrie.:fram the Saipts. here, are 
A ſporty, and as ſweet, warcrs that come from an 
3 evil.vcſſel they favour: of the icask through 
which. they! come; bur glory is perfet, onni- 
bus. rmodjs, and hath no [defect in-it 5 Ont works 
alſo.are finite, beirig;orefted, and:creathre-acti- 
3-hut the, reward: is infinite, the love and 
of an infinice God; | 
Thirdly,! -Though bir Holine(s were per 
yet it eould not merit z betauſe'it is dne to. Go 


tures; and 'redeemed-ones;and from-our promiſe 
and; coyettam with him to love, obey and ſerve 
him, Zphiſc 2.40, 2 Cor. R.'5. Duties are but 


our ſelves,” and ouriall, and: are indebted to 
Chriſt far his Redemprion-grace, inote than we 
can eyer pay: we cannot (though we do all we 
Pompt can). require the blood of Chriſt, ani 
ove of Chriſt ; and till we are out of debt we 
cannot mentt. 
Fourthly, Weave nothing to merit withal, 


nothing to give toGod, who 1s not his own, but 
(as all; redeemed ones efpecially. are) 

: cath are hisfſeryants ; Rom. 14. 4. Wha art 
"thou that judgeſt tnother mas's ſervant ? 'And a 
ſervant i 3s not ” his own ; his time, firength, ica- 

— Pac work, are = Miaſters ; lo are the! the Gio 
aries 


tothe reward, and fo: not meritorious : Their - 
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from that relation we: bear to him as: his crea-. 


debts, nat acts of favour to God : We owe God 


for we are ndt\our:0Wn, I Cor, 6. 19. Manhath . 


-w , a 
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- duties the Lord's, not by way of legal compa@;, 
and requital of wages, bat by way of redemp- 
tion, right and purchaſe, being bought out of 
the ſervice of ſin and Satan to his own uſe ;. and 
the ſervice of ſuch is a due already upon a-for« 
mer ſcore; a debt of thankfuleſs, and cannot 
merit a reward: Beſide, what can they give to 
God, who have nothing but what they receive 
from God'? 1 Cor. 4. 7. Who hath firſt given to 
him ? and jt ſhall be recompenſed to him ag ain : for 
of him, and through him, and to hm are all things , 
to whom be glory fur ever. 

Fifthly, Were rewards due to any upon the 
account of his-work, then man had ſomerhing 
to glory of in himſelf, and might fay of Heaven 
as Nebmohadneazar did of Babylon, Dan. 4. 30. 
1s not this, great Babylon which I have built for 
the houſe of thi Kingdom,by the might of my power, 
and for the honour of my AMajefty ? So might ſuch 
ſay when they come to Heaven g 1s not this the 
minſionI | prepared: and deferved by. my 'du- 
ties and graces, \for my glory and bleſſcanefs ? 
For" ſelf-jufticiaries, though'they are forced: to 
ſay that their grace is.given of God ; yet they 
boaft of the improvements of this grace as 
theirs, and glory is due 'to the improvement 6f 
grace (they ay) and not to the bare grace or 
talent; and 'though they are. driven to confeſs 
Chriſt's merir, yer they-ſhuffle and fay, Chriſt 
merned for them, that rhey might merit : :But 
that is contrary to the Goſpel, which tells: us, 
That *zs nor of him that willeth, *nor of 'bim thit 
runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy, Rom. 9. 
P. 16, And tis God that worksth in you both to 

| | . wil 
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will and to do of his good plraſure, Phil.2. 11 
And'that no fleſh ſhould glory in-his-preſence,1 Cov, 
x; 29: And therefore 'God hath choſen the ' ſool:fh, 
weak: and baſe things of this world, and things that 
areinot, of. purpoſe" to prevent this ſelſ-glory;ng bex 
fore him, ans 17,18... And the Apoſtle makes 
this reaſon. why Abraham: was not. juſtified by 
Works, but. by Faith, cauſe then he would have 
ſomething to 'glory in ;. but this could not be. 
Rom. 4. 2. If Abraham were juſtified by works, 
he had ſomething to glory in, but not before God. S0 
that the Saints, though they have a reward of 
their. work, yer it 1s not for'their work ; *tis a 
reward, not of debr, butiof grace;;'yea of glo- 
rious grace, according to your. work; (Chriſtians) 
God will not.give you a jor leſs than the utmoſt 
of what your love and faithfulneſs comes to ; 
Your labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord,1 Cor. 
i5.'58. He will not fail of any of his Promiſes, 
or difappoint you of your expeQed end, but will 
be berrer than your hopes :.-You will ſay in-that 
day-of compenſation,' Who hath begotten me all 


theſe? Iſa. 49.21. 'Whence is this tome ? Luk. 1. 


v.43. When ſaw we thee an hungred ? Mat. 26. 
v. 37. Glory is @ mighty thing, infinitely above 
all :your .Jlabours :.. Chriftians,, Heaven will 
make amends for .all your duties and lofles, 
and” abundantly. compenſate ,..and exceed all 
your -expences. fir. God in the , world: And 
have: yon not. reaſon' to fet 'aboat the work 
of: grace, and drive on the employments of this 
Heavenly Trade? A ts | 


- 


... Queſt, 
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Queſt. But what is this) heavenly work, which - 
W's Merchants muſt be driving on every © 
day ? ; 


Sol. I anſwer ; Firſt, 'in the general ; Hea- ' 
venly work is that work which hath a heaven- * 
ly Author and' Principle z\ a heavenly rule, and'@' 
heavenly end: work wrought of God by his- 
Spirit, Foh. 3. 21. Work done-according tothe 
will of God, and by Scriptare-rule, Col. 4. 12. 
Work wrought for God; and deſigned purely | 
and ultimately to his plory, I Cor. to, 31. 

But more particularly, heavenly works may” 
be conſidered under theſe two heads. | 

Firſt, Such as are heavenly in the matter of 
them, as well as manner and end; 

Secondly, Such works, as though earthly in- 
the matter of them, yet are done in a heaven- 
ly manner, and. to an heavenly end. 

Firſt, That's heavenly work which is of. a 
heavenly nature,. matter, and manner, and 
end ; as all thoſe religious duties are which 
reſpect God, ourſelves, and others. 


Firſt, Drive on that work every day which. . 


hath God himſelf for its firſt and more imme- - 
diate object, as all afts of religious worthip, 
both natural and inſtituted, moral and poſitive: 
Mat. 4. 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God,” 
and him only ſhalt thou ws This is due .to' 
God from al his rational and intelligent crea- 
tures, both Men and Angels to worſhip him-on- 
ly, with that reverential fear, faith; love, hope: - 
as eye which is due to him; as- the. Su- © 
preme 
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preme Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, the grea 


Creator and.Conſervator of all- lis creatures + 
and to ſerve hin with that fubjetion and obe- 


dience as their relation to God their Sovereign 
calls for. This 1s the duty of all perſons, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that, profeſs their owning of God, 


and choice of_him to be their God in,Chrit. 


and; peculiar #teaſure, Dear. 13.6. Thoxt ſhalt 
lone the Lord thy God, and ſerve - him; and' ſmear 
by, his name. (Chriſtians, to Jer aut. your hearts 
upon the world, relations, Te}f, and creatures, is 


to-rFob God of his ſervice, and to commir Idos. 


latry with the creature. Think this, when ny 
heart runs outto things below.God, and my df- 
ſections, hope, truſt and delight get over their 
banks, and break their .due 'bounds, ' and ſabor- 


dinacy to God ; when 1 fondly -dote upon, and” 


take pleaſure !(abſtrattively from God) in arty 


creatures, then do'T deal treacherouſly with. my 
God, I rob him; and give his glory to another, 


Ijþs.:48-11.'O ſet habtuelly your hearts on 


- 


deſires, and delighting pleafures on God every | 


day, yea all the diy long, as your chiefeſt good, 

ſupreme-Sovereign, and-laſt end. Prov. 27. 17. 

Be-thow inthe fear of the Lord all the day long. 
Agzin, external acts of divine worſhip are 


part-of thy every-days work, which thou oweſt 


tq\Gad, and to be duly and daily performed to 


him, as topray; hear,jend read his ſacred word :: 


Thee are thathondur, bomage and ſervice that 


is-gne to God eyery 'day, eſpecially morning: 
and: evening ;''Prov: 8. 34 Demt. 6.7. Emod;'\ 
30.7. I Chron, 233.30. Exh. 46.13, Tips The: 


mos 


God, and let out your faith, love, hope, fear, / 
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Ames 4. 4: 1 Chron, 16. 40%. Pfal.:y5.' 17. Fbis 
is the daily burnt-offering eo (be prepared far 
the Lord ; Ex0d.29.38, 39. Morning and even- 
ings the vows that are to be daily: performed. 
P[:4. 61. 8. God's mercies are:new every morn- 
ing, and fo myſt your praiſes be alſo; Law. 3.23. 
He keeps you day and _ Iſa. 27. 3. And 
tis but reaſonable you ſtioultt give him. his 
marning and evening ſacrifice; you depend npon 
him-for rhe mercieg of every day, and he ex- 
pets from you the duties of every day, which 
s reaſonable ſervice. Row, 12. x. | You havt 
daily neceſſities, difficulties, trials, dangers and 
duties, in which you need his help; and is It 
not your concern to be daily at his feet, and 
keking his favour, counſel, ftrength - and blef- 
ſing ? Of 
Herein lies your profeſſed ſubjection' to God 
alſo; flight relipious dutics, and you reject God 
from being your God: This very reaſon doth 
Moſes give why Iſrael ſhould (erve the Lord, 
and cleave to him, .and ſwear by his name, and 
give hun all religious worſhip, Dexr. 19.20,2T, 
He is thy praiſe, and he is thy God, . who hath 
dane far thee theſe. great and terrible things which 
thine eyes heve ſeen.. Dan, 6, 16; Thy' Ged whons 
thog ſerveſt continually, be will delsver. thee : *Tis 
a contradiction to {ſay that God is :your God, 
and yet with-hold his ſeryice from him: As 
ſoon as ever God had a people :in rhe World; 
he 'had ſervice from them. - Gen. 4. 26. Then 
began tu to. call npon the name of the Lord + 
o-fooner had Serb (who was. the other ſeed 
which the Lord appropriated to himſelf in the 
| room 
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:room:;of. Abel) a Son and Family, but they had 
peculiar worſhip for God, and were diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the' Family of Cain-by this, thar'they 
did ferve-God : "This is the work of God, that 
every Soul:is/bound to difpatch- every day, in 
Cloſet and Family, in Spirirand Truth, with' a 
pure. heart fervently.” © 
'{ This 'aHfo-is the beſt part of your work in 
je. world;[to attend on God ; all other ſerviet 
is but drudgery; compared with” your ſerving 
God, and tranſafting the great matters of your 
Souls, and .your' everlaſting concern. This is 
'your. intereſt alſo, to maintain nearneſs to God, 
who is the life of your ſouls, | the Jength of 
/your days, and: fountain of al} your ſupplies; 
there's no ſuch pleaſure as in. the ways of God, 
nor profit as in keeping his commands. O'rhe 
blefledneſs. of converie with God; and main- 
taining a: daily entercourſe with' the Father'of 
Spirits ! *ris the priviledg/of Angels, and of 'glo- 
rified Saints, to be always beholding his face, 
I Thef. 4.17. Mat. 18. 10. And the peculiar 
honour If che'upright to dwell in his preſence, 
Pſal. I.40. 12. 
..\There isno ſuch advantage alſo as to be much 
with God:every: day. Pſal.-73, 28. 'Tis 'po0l 
for me to. draw near to God: Often journeys td 
Heaven bring| in much profit z *twas this 'way 
Daz: did thrive ſo much in wiſdom, grace and 
experience; out-ſhining all' the men of that 
age, and ſerving his' generation by the will of 
God ; his being much. with God, Plal. 139. 18; 
When I awake 7 am ſtill with thee : By this near< 
neſs tothe |Son of righteouſneſs did m_ {6 
ON | 


RT 
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ſoon ripen+ for Heaven z: and \ by- his conſfans 
walks with God, did: he: ſo timely get to-his 


' Journeys end. Of all that:generation, we.find 


none ſo ſoon ſent” for home, _ and: tranſlated. ta 
his reſt, as holy Enoch ; for>whereas the i'reft 


' lived nine hundred, cight hundred; ſeven: hun- 


dred years ; only he lived three hundred: ſity : 
and five years,-and that which ſo quickned-his 
fitneſs for: reſt;/ was his aQivity mn heavenly 
work : Enoch walked with God, and was not, for 
God took him, Gen. 5.23. He: kept his conſtant 
turns with- Godin his: Garden and// Gallery+ 
walks, and then went in with him into his'Pfe- 
ſence-Chamber, there to ſit down-with him fo 

eVeCr. 8g , SEL 

+ This alſo will: make you thrive in your. own 
work, if youw-are faithful and diligent in 'God's 
work ; mind his-concerns,.:and he will care for 
yours, Dent. $0.9. Ovey' the voice of the 'Lard, 
and do- all his: commandments, and. the Lord. thy 
God will make thee plenteous.in every good 'work 
of thy hand ; He: ſhall make: thee, ro-abound in 
the work of 'thy:hand; (as'tis in the Hebrew) 
(*) to have: more than enongh, (as'ontamms 
renders it,) He will bleſs rhee;in every 'work of 
thine hand'; (according: ''to,' the Septuagint,) 


-other) Copies have it ;. He. will have a.'great 


deal of cate of thee, 6&rc.. He will make. thee 
excellent with ' good things, (daith Faunius; ) He 
will makzither ro (enjoy good ih eviry work ' of, &c. 
(faith Symmacbas';) He ſhall proſper the work 
of thy hand» ;:It:ſhall-go well with ſuch. Dexr. 
TT VF TDFOTG Tao maporoge Fc; won moan 
-ft, excellent” efficiet K beret. * > pe 
Vcc | 440. 
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4: 40./Thou ſtrait keep therefore his ſtatutes and hit 
commandments which I command thee this dayithat 
it may. go well' with thee, and with thiy children af- 
rer thee, Gen. 42.18. "Twas piety made 7oſeph (0 
proſperous in all he did, he feared God. Do this, 


and live ; for F 'fear God : and God was with | 


kim, and made all he did to proſper in his hand, 
Gen. 39.3. Whatſoever he doth. ſhall proſper, 
Pſal. x. 3. The blefling* of the Lord frail be 
on the head and hands of fuch ; let their con- 
dition be what it will in the world, yet it ſhall 
be well with fuch as fear the Lord; if he be 
afflifted, yet his afflictions ſhall turn to his 
£00d, and be part of his profperity, 2 Chron, 
31.2I. And in every work he began in the ſer- 
vice of the Houſe of ' God, and in the Law, and in 
the Commandment, to ſeek his God; be did it 
with all his heart, and proſpered. The way to 
true proſperity leads by Heaven-gates. Chri- 
ſtians, if ever you will thrive in your own. work, 
þe ſure to carry on. God's work : begin with 
God every day, the firſt fruits: are. his. ' Dif 
patch religious worſhip in your Clofers and Fa- 
milies before you enter on your earthly buſi- 
neſs: Cloſe up every day with him, he is the 
<dlpba and Omega,” the beginning and end, and 
muſt have the iſſue as well as entrances of, eve» 
ry day. The morning and evening facrifice are 
his, 1 Chron. 16. 40. 2 Chron.13,11. Pſal.g 5.17, 
Give God his due, before you render-to Nature 
its dues. Pſal. 61.8. Pay your vows to God 
every . evening, before you run; on ſcore for 
new mercies: See all things fecured in ever- 


laſting Arms before you lie down ta reſt ; put 
thy 
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| ſuance of it, -thY own, »>Salyation..1s i7bhy;; 
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thy Soul and thy All into, the hangs, of Chriſt 
by ſolemn:deyotiqn.and relgnatgongFyesy: 'z 
get the watch ſet, and, all;things- after: © 
thou expoſeft, thy-4elf to! ; ;the hazargs of, 
night, and entereft npon. an capacity £9 ſecyre 
chy ſelf. fram the leaſt Hanger ua NPTeFIOus 
ſouls !\]yenot down as dogs and | {pe bo 
when they ſhave filled ;cheir bellies, (£68! 1 fot heir 
ſtyes and jkenpels. 


Secondly, carry on: all that work Ja hi 
hath a mare ſpecial reſpe&x0 yoyr;9wn Ielyges, 
and- Jeads; to the dapctifying, . .comfon NEIDE, 
ſtrengthning, edifying, ſaving 6f yQur precigus 
fopls. Next tothe glary af; G9d,-ye inpury 


concern ;.: What will y 1m 144p -£0. Exiles 
whole Warld, and ta' loſe his\ ep, Sox! 4'197 
Jhall, a man gize 5n oreheuge e for his 0 ? : 
is left, if the Soul be loſt 2 and what 3s ſh 
if, afterall, ble 'Soul be yndone ? -T'v Fo af- 
ter others: Souls, and neglect; thy. Fn 3 810 
ſecure all things elſe, and leave dofiruGtion,gn 
thy (elf; is; folly like ;to hers. thas fav ber 
goodsrfromthe fire, but left her .chjJd;tp,peytf 
mn the-flames. Salvation-js yopr.chiq frſorvan, 
commitcted-to,your caxe, ;andito he PT 
cor, in the ;day ; of Chriſt, +1244 ;2+ 32, 11Hoxk 
aut your \own-Selyation with:ſear and Sremblivg- 
And *tis-great:work allo, many things .nga{t\hE 
attendedrgon, ;and deveral things .difpatch'd, = 
ever :Sauksybe faxed. 

Firſtiz: You muſt carry on .beart-work very 
day, and thar's:;great, work: they that are ac 
c— with-their own Hens know here 
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is much'to-do in and about them : There is no- 
thing more out of order than man's heart, and 
nothing-in-man-of greater concernment chan the 
heart: Hence *tis' the ftrict” charge the Lord 
gives: his people ro keep their hearts, Prov. 4. 
v.'23; Above all keeping (as *tis in the Hebrem) 
4 os Proz.,23.2. Epheſ. 3. 17: Prov, 4. 
he. heart 1s the-one thing Chriſt Jooks 
fort the chief room he dwells in; his ware- 
houſe, where he laies up his goods ; his work- 
houſe, where he” cuts our, and prepares his 
work, Pfov. I6. I. A great part of falvation- 
work is done i the ſecret chambers of the 
heart : The-hearr-is the root god ſpring in man 
whence all acceptable*dutics flow, Ephef. 6. 6. 
doing : the will of God from the heart ; and -to be 
eſpecially looked after. A Chriſtian finds a great 
deal'of work-to do about his heart every day 
There i is 
: Heart-ſearching werk:, Pſal. 64. 6. The heart 
of -man' is deep, and*not eaſily fathom 'd; tis a 
long' journey to the fartheſt end of the hearr, 
which no man eyer yet reached in' this life: 
The'S&'i is deep, and yet it hath a'botrom: The 
Fo is large, and yet it hath been compaſſed; 
ut who hath cever travelled through his own 
heart, to ſet up his nor wirra, arid ſay, Hitherto 
Its wickedneſs goes, and no farther. *Tix deceite 
ful alſs above all ' things, and deſperately wicked, 
who can know it ? wu 17.9, A man hath no 
ſuch cheater to deal with as his own heart ; it 
Hath ſuch Cameleon colours, Meander windings; 
ſuch labyrinth turnings, ſubtle ſhifts, falſe pre- 
rences, cloſe deſigns, fair promiſes, ſmooth 


\ 


excuſes, | 
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the body of this death ? Rom; 7, 24. This node 
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excuſes, rhetorical pleas, - ſeeming integrity, 
deep-rooted hypocrifie; ' that aman canrgttell 


what to make of his heart,-o0r*how to find it 
out ; and this calls for conſtant ſearchings and - 


obſervings of the heart: Beſides; the Lord gives 


his people the ballance of the Sanctuary'on pur- 
pofe to weigh it in, and caſts 'Qnt a line of pro- 
vidence every day to try it by. Men. meet with 
occaſional} providences, temptations;  employ- 
ments, companies, changes, mercies, afflitions ; 
all which help to diſcover the heart; the-iſſue 


of which is to be obſerved in order to the find- 


ing out of thy Heart. 7G Bog gang! 
Heart-judging work : When Cliriſttans have 
found ont the evil of their hearts, their pride; 


:hypocriſie, &c. ſeen the-:proof and+ evidence 
'clear, and how contrary to Law and:Goſpedl; ro 


Equity and Mercy, to Lighr, Experience, Warn- 
ings, Patience, Profeſſion and'Promiſes, they are 
then to charge theſe things upon rhe heart; 'to. 
ſet home the evil with all the aggravations:of 
it, from irs nature and effects, from the quality 


of the perſon, the rime, place, continuance in 
It, artempts:and means of.cure, compared: wirh 
others beneath them for lighr, profeſſion;meahs 
:and mercies z and having -by- theſe arguments 


convinced the heart of its. exceeding evil, rhen 
to paſs ſentence againſt, and condemn' ir as” on+ 
worthy of 'any mercy, and-deſerving of all: the 
threatnings ini the Word againſt it,until the heart 
come to bear its iniquity, and feel its — 
ſinfulneſs, and'.cry out with the Apoſtle ; 


wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver me from 
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be-ofwonderfal-aſe to clear up your ſincerity, 
To;preſerve. thetenderneſs of your ſpirits, to cut 
gtÞall excuſes, falſe; hopes, and ſecurity in fin, 
and maktit :more/abominable when it appears 
with irs-hoſt: taking allurements, 2 Cor. 7. 11, 
I. Cor, 1T:'31, and-this would eyidence your in- 
tereſt in) ———"——y freedom from Divine -con- 
dcmanarion... wo 
--Firarrclunbling work, O the pride that 
Jodgyts, yea, lives in, and incorporates with this 
Sooke heart of man! how! utſearchable 
it, -and paſt »finding-out! like Jeaven in the 
lump, and poyſon in the cap, Whith' cannot be 
ſeparated iby/a hutnanc-band ; . as 'rottenneſs in 
Hit1bades, that cannot;be fetched. out. --Pride is 
ax1thit Jofry mounqain-before Zermbpabel,which 
anyſt-become arplain; Zach. 4:9; 2s: 
xcotrd trees, whale: Mores are not/eafilyplack- 
xd yp4One companes;piritual prideztoithe fhint, 
or jonoftghrment,- which the Saints laſt of ll 
7putcoff;. ond whith!like the Tvy;:' will not:be 
plicke oor, till the-wall \inwhich at is comes 
Aown;alio; 0 the:tuggings athild of God! hath 
:withlhisproud bears, +to.get and keep (it low! 
As the: Spider, whatever it-feeds on:1t' turns: to 
ifon : +S0.1s-Iit with the proud heart of :nhan; 
[2t'turisall-ie'floes; hath, meets with :, and feos 
-co the nonriſliment)of pride; ;proud-of its:fins; 
Prolid !of his -grabes;. proud | -under iaffliftions, 
wandprout:of mercies ; proud off honour, -and 
:prondof huntiry:z;proud-of God's:favour;: and 
proud” underhtis frowns. »O-wharza ſtrange idiſ- 
-eaſe-is pride, that -feeds-upon the:means which 
'the Lortl'gives.t0-cure "y and.gers «ſtrength 
from 


zs the beſt Trade, . 1% 
from the remedy -to nouriſh-: the diſeaſe! -like- 
Ephraim's wound ; when God would have heph-! 
ed one, another appeared: And 'this: helps 0: 
make a Chriſtian's work great work 'indedd;: 
which is never done till his'day be'done, and/his; 
Tabernacle pulled down. | | 
Heart-purging work, The heart 'of mam. na- 
turally is a very fink and kennel of nncleanteG'; 
a fountain of pollution ; a running Iflue fall .of 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, Mar. 18. 19. Owt of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulter 
ries, fornications thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies; 
theſe are the things that defile the naan. *Tis' nor. ' 
accidental and adyentitious filthineſs, for that 
may more eafily be waſht away; 7er. 6. 7. bar 
'tis innate and connatural, and never ceaſes 
bubling forth, till the fountain: be cleanfed, and: 
the root be changed. Sin inthe heart is the root 
and ſpring of all the wickedneſs that defies the 
thoughts, words and actions. Chriſtians com- 
plain of their thoughts ; they are peſtred with 
yain, unclean, diſtrafting thoughts in dury, and 
out of duty ; whereas the diftemper lies in the 
heart : Thoughts are but the ebullitivns and 
ſmarmings of the heart: He that will cure his 
thoughts, muſt firſt cleanſe his heart, er. 4. 14. 
' The heart is the neſt where theſe Waſps fly out 
and trouble the foul ; the root that feeds theſe 
laxuriant branches, briars and thorns that 
wound the conſcience ; and the ſtrong fort of 
Sion, where theſe ebaſires hide themſelves, and 
iſſue out to. prey upon the gracious ſoul : Till 
theſe neſts be ſpoiled, the Ax laid to the root of 
the tree; -and this ſtrong Tower attach'd, and 
P 3 theſe 
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theſe blind and lame removed,” ſouls will never 
be freed from irruptions of ſin in their thoughts 
and converſations: This (Chriſtian) is buſie 
and hard work, 'and part of thy daily employ- 
ment in this. Heavenly Trade ; to ſweep, waſh, 
drain and cleanſe thy filthy heart, by ſound re- 
tance and faith in the promiſes, death and 
ow of Chrift. | 
| Heart-quickening' work. The heart is the 
primum mobile, . the. great whee) in the watch 
that ſets all a going ; if that ttop, all faculties! 
are ſtill : A lively heart makes a diligent hand 
to rid away foul-work, and a nimble foot to 
run' in the waies of God's commarids; when the 
heart. is quickened, then every duty, inwatd,' 
outward, publick, private goes on ; ſuch a ſout 
needs no ſpur to quicken it, nor pully to draw: 
it to its duties. O. what a burden are ſome to' 
their Chriſtian friends, to keep them up, and 
draw theni on'in the-way of God,and all becauſe 
their hearts are dead, and that livelineſs which 
once feem'd to be in them is departed | The 
ſpring that at firſt made them f© ative, is 
weakened or broken ; the waters that ſer their 
Mills a going fall, and that temporary love, and 
common grace, like ſtanding pools having no 
fountain to maintain them, are dried up by con- 
ſuming luſts, and ſcorching temptations; ſo that 
nojy they wither in all their branches, and be- 
come weak, cold, and indifpoſed to every work 
of God and their ſouls. Some of theſe dange- 
rous ſymptoms of decayed grace, are found 
alſo. in ſincere. ſouls, for not looking after their 
rts berimes, and keeping them cloſe to a 
\ > quick- 


quickening Jeſus, by a lively faith in the promi- 
{cs. Chriſtian, mind this alſo every day,to main- 
tain thy ſpiritual life, by freſh, quickenings, and 
reviving influences, from: the fountain of: life; 
on thy weak and dying heart, making uſe of all 
inſtituted helps for ſou]-ftrengthening'; as hear- 
ing, reading, meditation, -holy conference; and 
the like, : " 5 | 
Heart-teaching and enlightening work, A light 
head, and a dark heart may dwell rogether; and 
it ſeems to. be the condition of too many under 
the Goſpel this day. : A ſpiritual eye to look 
into the myſtery of truth, and believing affecti- 
onatei diſcerning of excellent things, is noreafily 
found; even while Chriſt is read, a veil is on 
mens minds, and their fooliſh heart is darkened: 
And this-.is one reaſon ſouls walk not' as chil- 
dren of light ; *tis becauſe they are not light in 
the: Lord, Pſal: 40. 8. The Law of God-1s-not 
within their hearts ; they: have no' inclination 
or power upon their hearts to do the -will of 
God they know, for want of this heart-khow- 
ledge: Be earneſt with God to beam overyour 
hearts, to make that the Hemiſphere where the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs may daily ariſe with heal- 
Ing in his wings: Cry with David; Pſal.1T9:36. 
Incline my heart to thy Law : Let my hearrlean 


and ſtay upon thy Law, as a man doth upon a 


ſtaff tobear him up: Get a greater nearneſs in 
your hearts to truth, that the Word'tnay 'be 


wrought in, and incorporated into.your hearts; © - 


that it may be a Goſhen, a Land of Viſion, and 
full of the underſtanding oP®ghe Lord.'. -/: | 
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- | Ffoart-krepingi and Heart watching work. The 
beers bene k. backlliding, if it be not kept 
ind held faſt-to the Lord'and his: waies ; 'tis ſtill 
reiviing aſide; and winding off fromv.irs proper 
duty, »iThe.iLord complains of /frazl, 2/:1.78.8, 
They id nat: ſet their hears atight, and therr ſpirit 
tvas nov fredfaft>with' God: They did+ not pre- 
pare, adapt, diſpoſe their heart to God ; neither 
was jt/coniftant and ftedfaſt with him,but on eve- 
ty occaſton did ftart afinde : So falſe a thing is 
man's heart,. ifiriot under a watchful eye, and 
firoig hand, holding it faſt.to God. Prov. 4. 23. 
Keeptthy heart with all diligence : Keep it as un+ 
detdockand key, bolted againſt fin, and bound 
by cordSof; love to every duty: And what a 
hard-pirovinice is this ! : O-the work that a child 
of God hath to keep his heart in order one mo- 
ment ;! to keep down fin ; to keep it from the 
power'of: corruption, and prevalency of temp» 
eatran.; ta keep up grace in the heart ; to miain- 
tain' ns defires after God, and things thar are 
excellear z to pteferve its: affections ro thi 

aboye 5; $07 hold the thonghts on God, and 
ehimgs: Erernal, that they ftatt not away 3; to 
contimne its integfity ; to perform 1ts purpoſes ; 
fo-ſeaure \its frames, experiences and enJoy- 
mehts t And he that will thus keep his heart, 
muft watch it conftantly; never have his eye off 
from 1t; or ſuffer his jealoufie concerning it ta 
ceafe: He:moſt be alwaies making it over to 
the Lord Jeſus for ſecority, and be ftill im- 
ploring help from Heaven, faithfully following 
all the inftruCtiong%he gives rowartls its ſe 
curing ; This is heart-work, and the firſt oy 
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of this heavenly work that concerns your 
ſelves. 

Secondly, You muſt carry on mortification- 
work every day. Cokh. 3. 5. Aortify therefore 
your members which are upon the earth ; fornica- 
tion, uncleanmeſs, inordinate affettion, 'evil concur 
piſcence, and covetonſneſs which is Idolatry. The 
Apoſtle having aflur'd the believing. Coloſſians 
of their future happineſs , doth thence. infer 
their duty and necefiity to preſs afrer utmoſt 
holineſs here, as the way to this blcfiedneſs:: 
The firſt part of which holineſs/lies in this.great 
work of morrtification-: - there is' no greater 
Motive for Believers putting off'fin, than well- 
grounded hopes of intereſt in Chriſt and glory : 
f Heaven be yours hereafter, holineſs muſt te 
yours now : There is no place for fin in Heaven, 
nor-unclean thing can'.enter there: ' Then haſten 
away ſin now ; that's his Argament : [Mortify 
your members ; ] Get your felves rid of fin; 
put to death, weaken and deſtroy the whole 
body of fin, with all the parts and iſſues of ir; 
the head and ruling power of ſm had its mor- 
tal wound before : werſ. 3. Ne are. dead; habl- 
rnally dead to ſin,' the world, and felf; they 
have got their deaths-wound, the ftab is at the 
heart, and can never be healed more : but they 
.afe not aCtually dead, more blood muſt run, 
atid ſpirits be ſpent, and this monſter be weak- 
ned every day : Practical mortification is want- 
ing, and muſt be promoted daily. This ſpirs- 
tual death to fin (a) (faith Davenant ) is not as 


Fw Ou OS 8 F OF UT "00" T0 lu 


(a) Mors naturalis eſt fura privatuo nec admittit in ſub> 
Je 


d aliquzd contrary; ſed mortificatzo ſpirttualis non eſt 
| pur 


218 The Heavenly Trade 


Pura privatic, nam dum corpus boc mortale geſtamus re« 
linqiutur alzquid de contrario fomite quod oppugnandum 
& magis magiſq; mortificandum eſt. 


avcn 


the natural death ; for that's a pure | ago 
and admits of nothing in the ſubjeftt that's con- 

trary to it : But ſpiritual mortification is not 

wrely privative, but while we live there's ſome- 

thing left that is of a contrary natwre to holineſs, 
which muſt be daily oppoſed and. deſtroy:d. Sin in 
Believers: is driven from the royal fort of the 

heart upon Chriſt's entrance into it, but poſleſles 

the ſuburbs and out-works of the ſou!, from 
whence it muſt be gradually expell'd alſo by 

the mortifying influence of the ſpirit ; like the 
Canaanites which were removd from the 
Mountains, but could not be wholly driven out 

of the Valleys, that //rae/ might by them be 
prov'd, and taught to war, fag. I. 19. ch. 3.1,2. 

So the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth nor preſently de- 

{troy corruptions from the people, that by them 

their ſincerity may be proved, their graces ex- 
erciſed, and the mighty power of his ſpirit ma- 
nifeſted : This makes a Chriſtian's work buſy, 

and conſtant, having to do with potent enemies 
within and withour, Eph. 6. 4. which muſt be 
fought.every day, and a continual war main- 
tained with them during life : without fighting, 

no cqnquering ; without ſtriving, no crowning, 

2 Tim. 2.5. 'Tis with a child of God, as with 

| Tſra:l when fighting with 4malek , if the hands 
5 of Faith and Prayer be nat .held up, no con- 
| queſt ; when theſe are down, ſpiritual Amalck 


for want of mortification, by reaſon of which 
| their 


% 


prevails. O the loſſes that Chriſtians ſuſtain 
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their foild corruptions rally up, and take their / 


graces captive! Ler men neglett the conſtant 


prattice of mort ification, (bY (faith Davenant) 


aud their vices that were trod down and ſubdued, 
will ſoon reſame' their ſtrength ; their corruption 
that 'was lopt off will bud out again, and the gra- 
ces of the Spirit in them being almoſt ſtrangled, 
man returns to his former temper. Hence cotne 
thoſe dreadful fears of good ſon's, that the 
grace of God was never in truth in them, but 
that they are ſtill in a carnal ſtate, and ſhall 

riſh at laſt, and all this for want of carrying 
on the work of mortification in them: As a 


lively Faith overcomes fin, ſo prevailing luſt - 


weakens Faith, 1 foh. 5. 4. Eph. 4. 2. 30. with- 
ſtands the ſealing-work of the Spirit, and over- 


throws the work of the ' SouPs hopes, filling-it - 


with fears abont the unſoundneſs of his: eſtate, 


and the miſerable ifſue of all his profeſſion, ex- ' 


perience and labour. By this Jadder of un- 
mortified fin, the Devil ſcales the royal fort of 
Faith, throws down its Towers, and mans it 
againſt the SouPs . peace, comfort and holineſs. 
O the miſchief that Chriſtians do to themſelves 
by indulging fin, and for want of a vigorous 
purſuit of this great duty of mortification! 
which makes them like to 1ſrae/, who being 
once upon the borders of Canaan, were by 


their unbelief, and unſubdued luſts, brought 


back near the confines of Egypt again,and after a 


(b) S: neglexerint perpetuam praxim mortificationis . 


vitia conculcata & ſubatta reſumunt vires, corru>tio ab= 


Nenſa + ers & ſuffocata gratia ſpiritus ſandti redit 
homo ad ingeniug ſuum, Dav. | 
Pen $8.s ORTY weary- 


220- The Heavenly Trad? 


wearying unconſant 'life , were conſum'd in; 
the wilderneſs at laſt, So *tis with gracious. 
_ by. their unmortifed Juſts, after ſome ac- 


celles to grace, taſteg of divine love, hopes of 
glory, apd fairneſs fos Heaven, they are brought 
back.to'the borders of Hell again, and. made to 
ſpend their life in an uncomfortable and ſoul- 
ditreſing wilderneſs. Chriſtians, *tis not ſecu- 
rity enough for your peace and ſpiritual wel- 
fare; that ſin hath loft irs dominion, unleſs its 
ſtrength and life: he-impaired alſo : dethroned 


ſin-may bid you many. a battel, and give you 


ſore foils, and though it may not recover the 
Scepter, yet it may keep the Sward ; and when 
it cannot mount the Throne, may get into ſome 
itrong hold, and pur the foul ro much trouble 
ere it be beaten out again. Neither is it ſafe 
to; acquieſce in ſome temporary truce with 
thy. corfuptions z; bloody overthrows have 
been oft-times the events of a ceſſation of war 
for a ſeaſon: Joab blew the Trumpet, arid all the 
' people fheod ſtill, and purſued after Iſrael no more, 
neither forght they any more, (1, e. for that time.) 
2:84. 2. 28. And yet tis ſaid, ch. 3. x. Now 
there was long war between the houſe of Saul and 
the houſe of David ; but the houſe of David wax- 
ed ſtranger... and ſtronger, aud the houſe of Saul 


waxed weaker and weaker : Sin may ſeem to 


yield, and trouble thy ſoul no more for a time, 


but carry it quietly with thee, as Foab did to' 


Abner, and on a ſudden ſmite thee to the 
ground, though not to death, 2 Sas. 3. 27. Nor 
is it enough that ſin be in Chains, and under re- 
ſtraint through the preſent ſtrength of over- 

| | caming 
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cotning-grace, unleſs it bd hang'd-up' in chains;as | 
a dead: malefactor. Seenred? luſt 1may'tbreak 
-priſon, and eſcape from under :thy hand'(as\Beu- 
hadab did from Ahab) ;to'ithy greater hurt, 

i. King. 20. 42. What miſchief have chained 
Bears and 'Lions done when broken looſe 2: Be- 
[liever, thy condition-is noe ſafe till thy; ſia; he 
dead.;: what Sawb-faid to Fonathan, I:Samogl. 

may be applied to thy caſe ; As long as the $41 
of Jefle bwerh mpon the ground:thow ſhalt war be 
eſtabliſhed, nor thy Kingdom ; wherefore naw fend 
and fetch him to me, for the ſhall ſrely he : .i$0 
can thy Soul-obtain no ſtability in grace, þut:he 
always full .of ups and downs, and have.;wers 
and changes againſt thee-rill = A RR he 
Aabdued. | | 


' Queſt. But. how foal: v4 do to get fn meniſil? 1 
am convinced tis my -duty,' but find-ut not wy 
capacity : After all my. ial, prayers and 
 bupes, 1am-ſtill foiled, and far 1 Shall one day 
periſh by the band of theſe Sanls, -O when;ſhall 
.. the Kingdom” be reſtored: toil{hae] ? Wienfhal 
: * delzverer come to my ſoul ? What ſhell Lo 
2") ger +6Anſe; $77 OHAEAINS | 4 PLAN, before Garub- 
debel7 "end. "theſe Thiewss TG won "EP 
Lerd Chriſt " TR TY 


; Sl. bf ever: thon meaneſt ro get the death 

Xr of thy-ſins, 4ake theſe directions. 

+ Dire&.x1 Fiat, Doinathing:tbar might ren ro: 

| \Rrengrhen fins": Roni. 13. 1:40 Dfaks (nnprid,)\. 

ne proviſien.far the flaſk, to ſulfilthe dIe#ty. /: 
0s thereof. the word fignihes a:provident.care 

of 
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of the fleſh, as men do to maintain themſelves 
und families: Dor't take up your thoughts 
about it, how 'to feed and pleaſe your luſts: 
Never think to kill your corruptions while'you 
:fecretly feed and maintain them; -Many com- 
- plain of their corruptions, and yetall the while 
-feed-and ſtrengthen them. There are ſeveral 
things that do- contribute maintenance to mens 
laſts. 
'-. Firſt, Delightful Remembrence of former | 
ſins, do wonderfully pleaſe a carnal heart, and 
ſtir- up defires to future fins : As the remem- 
brance of former mercies is food to preſent 
faith. Pſal. 74. 14. Thou brakeſt the head of the 
\ Leviathan in pieces, and gaveſt bim to be meat to 
the people inhabiting the wilderneſs, IſfraePs de- 
liverance out of Egypr, and the breaking of Pha- 
-raoh's power, ſeriouſly thought on, was food 
"to 1fraePs faith in; the wilderneſs: And ſuch, Y** 
-arc: delightful remembrances of former fins 
«When 'a perfog takes pleaſure tro think and 
talk of his former evils ; this" doth feed pre- 
..ſent defires and hopes of fin. When Pax! would 
_ on the Roman freedom from the ſervice 
- of fin, he Jaboursto get their preſent rhoughts 
' of former fins imbirrer'd. -Row6. 27. What. 
fruit had ye then in thoſe things wheyeoſ ye are now 
aſhamed ? for the end of theſe things is death. 
Secondly, Ps imagiradons and fancy- 
ing of preſenr furure 11ns;*dd . wonderfully 
ſtrengthen the habir of ſin. * The' Lord charges 
Ifraz''s-fmful ations, as the -produCt of 'their 
wicked thoughts. 7/a. 65. 2.. Which \walkerb'in 
4 way that was not good, after their: own _—_ 
2 in 
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Sin firſt begins in the head, and 'ends in the 
feet; firſt working thoughts of fin; and : then 
actual works of fin: The Devil doth : uſually 
ftrike the: firſt fire on the tinder of. mens - 
thoughts, which afterwards burns in their 
hearts and lives. 7am. 1.15. When luſt hath con- 
ceeved, it bringeth forth fin, and ſin when it, is 
finiſhed bringeth forth death. They that would 
avoid the birth of fin in their lives, muſt take 
heed of the" conception of fin in their pleaſing 
thoughts. They thar would help an - Babylon's 
ruine, muſt prevent its propagation,” and /puta 
timely check ro their growth ; daſhing their 
little ones againſt the ſtone, Pſal. 137. 9. Leave 
(a) not any thing that belongs to Babylon in thy 
foul, ſaith Hzpo. . - )* 
> Thirdly, Unbelicf ſtrengthens Juſt . Fer. 2. 25; 
"But thou ſaidſt there i« no hope 5 no,>for I have 
« doved ſtranger s,and after them I will go,ON11. De= 
_ eſt (ſcil.) cor. My heart deſpairs: of 
help; I fear it- will never be bgtter;: therefore 
T'will go on. in my way. . Unbelief. ſtrengthens 
Juſt, and makes the ſoul] a prey:to it. .*"Twas.'b 

unbelicf {ſracl fell .m the wilderneſs,. both into 
ſin and ruine. And the Apoſtle: cautions Chri- 
ſtians that they fall nor by the ſame: example of 
unbelicf, Heb. 4.17. Twas unbelieving. de- 
ſponding fears. had almoſt turned up David's 
heels,” had not' grace ſucconredt him by the 
Word, | Pſala73.'2." But as for me; wy feet were 
almoſt gone, my, fteps had well-nigh ſlipt. And 
whence” came /:'this' weakneſs :of. : grace, and 
frengrh of corruption ? why it: was from the 


(2)" Sir 14hit 1 re'Babjioucum. 
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apprehended proſperiry of :fin-and finners ;' and 
rhe : ſucceſleſs iſſues -of | his profefſion and - obe» 
- dience: \Keyſe 15. Verily: 1 have cleanſed my 
heart in vain, 'avd waſhed my bands in i3tnocency+: | 
if this-be-the drutt, of my holineſs,” then all amy 
labour :is n-vain.; tis to no-purpoſe Hhave :fql- 
lowed Gad all this while,.jf wickedneſs. ſhall 
carry/it atilaſt.. 10 take-heed-of.unbelief if ever 
you! wauld get down your lufts. :. to 
-Fourthly.;: Preſumption' feoretly : conveys if 
relief to.ſin,, atd iſuccours itagainſt all the ſieges 
of'Word: andpirit. 2 Per. 2; 10. Preſumptuass 
ae the, ſelf-willd. A preſumptuous 'foul- is'a 
felEpleafing- faul, .one that: pertinaciouſlyiand 
wilfully ſeeks his :own carnal contentments, / 
ougnd; megruey, ( as the word imports ) he, (wi 
haldly.adventnire:vh the moſt dangerous iſſues 
of:ſin, .ſo he. may*hut'gratifie-his Juſts, .and ab- 
raih bis ſinful deſires; 'he fears no: dangers,ftieks 
ar noibardſhips,-:thaugh God and) his Word-be 
againſb him; i makes the [ſinner go;againſt all 
awarnings, ithreatrings, counſels; winch hopesrdf 
ſucceſs. Nun T4 44. But. +hey prefurncd tv go 
taithe kill top, werſe 42.\'The:Lord fonhad 
to:go, ithreatning his remove:from then, 
and their ruine;! if ithey durit:goup againſt;his 
avHl.: 1Nay,cdituwvas faid, The 341k. of the Comer 
want of the Lyra; .and Moſes \went not out of the 
Camp; would:not ftir. one foot: with them »in 
that wicked enterprize, yet.tcheywould go. © 
take heed\of Preſumption, that does exceeding- 
Iyckeep up; ſing and>pull down: thefinner. 7-7 
+ Fifthly,;Carnal/ſecurity ' is a'igreat friend $0 
Kn, and contributes.much. tots.a ys 
- ; 4 | Th- 
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Ghriſtians let;down their; watch, and. lie Nr 
to flumber;. then corruprions. riſe>up..: 


yails oyer-. them. | Whem,the pg, we 
ſpread abroad upon ul |. the, Earth fl 


drinking, and;dancing, becavle., ſe-of al af. 
ſpoil thar, they had | taken gut the, i 
Jos 
ite fy 


the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. 30,;26 6" Yo 
upon them, and ſinote them, fram, 
even. t0 the evening of che, nA Gay, ,LHET 
eſcaped, inot, a man of them. ſave Rig Hr ur x 

young men, which mode PO Came | 
So ?tis with gracious ſouls A ep 

cy, either ſome ſpecial priv ivi A £n19F _ 
ou upan, _ aſts,, 


 &@ wan 


proud ap Aa ſelves to ti 

become a,prey ;to.fin, and,'Satan: jay 

Moab:bath been at caſe from hy youth, an 
ſettled on his lees, - The hath nat peen: 
veſſel to i. J vg 's hath he. OO, ae, py 
vity, therefore. his taſte remajpeth, | 
his from 5 45. 10t changed, Jl Jos pts (oh 


"change, on your. ara 
nal ſecuri Ur in your FORE _ Wl 
yt 


Sixthly,.. Self-i Igence Fr th du 
when perſons are opera of Dex ei cir te ah 


ex to opening Gi figs 4nd rop on 
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wk that. is body, 4 em '# 
fſtarves his als Wea 
and Qarycs his wile, 2. bs 
\the Van to all the, iniquities and 
the laſt times; 0 I Face of by 
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- The blinndr of "ſeM-Tove, *and- are ſecured 
'$| ney? hence Refedenial i is the firſt 
, Mit :1'6.2.4. You'can never prof- 
roy ts, or decay in your 

rn to deny your 
"Take heed of a ſelfiſh 
>> fincere fouls, and ſee the 


Yeh oa ity favours ſit exceed- 

Es r6'keep _— and 
fete" 'enfargen Oppor- 
itt. of hiſt, and dels to deli 
'cotceprions and / pregnant 
nity that blew the coal. 


© 2 Sam. 1, 2. 
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i; 
wo EHechts pride, Tfa: 39. 2. Had 
bnity, Lot AM 
bon ſin ay mceſt; as well EP 
,, Gen. 19. 30, 't0 37. ai 
with. His 


: Selig Danghrer-in-law * 


poſed Driabt arape, 
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one twened ta his conrſe; as the horſe rwſheth ines 
rhe battel. They run on furiouſly. in fiv, as.the 
horſe doth into” the battel;; who runs till be 
ſweats (faich Theodorer.) So they have [no end 
or ſatiety; of ſin z and (4); this: impenitency in 
fin was the 'c#uſe of all their pertinacy: jn : ſin; 
Impenireney hardens the heart, and heaps-up fin 
on fin unto; the day of wrath, Rom. 2: 5. Take 
heed then of all thoſe things that may inthe 

.leaſt maintain and. keep up fin in. your fouls, as 
ever you think to bring-ir down: That's the 
firſt Advice. 0 \ SPED TRANS 

Dire. 2. Secondly, . Not onely ſhun what= 
ever might ſtrengthen ſin, but take. heed you go 
not Qut in your own ſtrength againſt ſin;; if eyer 
you think to mortifie it ;, He, that. would mor- 
ifie ſin, muſt; be able:to maſter Devils, Epheſi6. | 
v. 12. But. humane ftretigth 'is no match. for 

Devils: If man in his -pure eſtate: were: too 
weak for fuch' an adverſary; then miich/ miore 
Impotedt. is impure atid imperfect man: 'Tis:;nat 
the woman; {but the womans ſeed muſt braiſe the 
Serpents.litad, Gen. 3. 15: The Saints victory:is 
through him that hath loved thein; and gives hin 
elf # ſacrifice: to God far thersy Roms. 16.2.0: Rim, 

-*8. 37. Epheſ. 5. 2. It muſt be his armourand 
arm tog muſt. bring ſalvation from ſpiritual-ene- 
Mics ::Withowt:me you can do nothing; fobn:25,.5- 
'Tis this:maked-ſouls'to9_fail in: their atretnpts 

againſt ſin;-'thiat thiey ſet: about it in. a ſtrepgrh 

inferiour t0-41n; When: :; 


ii es, Mos Sta 
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he heard a voice ſaying to him, (c) Thou ſtandeſt 
in thy ſelf, and therefore thou doſt not" ſtand : 
Whereupon .he berook: himſelf ro prayer, and 
fairh- in the blood ' of Chriſt, and ſo por ſome 
victory over them.” When the Exorciſts, 4#.19. 
P15, I6. went. to caſt our-Devils by the- bare 
Name of Chriſt,. without-the Power of Chriſt; 
doth they and theit attempts ſoon miſearried : 
Feſus I" know, and Paul I know, but who are ye? 
and the man in whom the. evil. ſpirit was, leapt 
on them, and overcame them; and prevailed over 
them, ſo that they fled out of the houſe naked and 
wounded. Creature-ſtrength-is tob - weak to 
maſter that enemy which hath the'/power- of 
Hell to. guard it. - O go not out againit ſin 
-;In'the'ſtrength of your > o ur and- promiſes! 
Peter to. his own coſt; found that'too weak to 
ſeture him in: an hoar of remprarion;' {! -* 
22Go. not out inithe ſtrength of your frames 
and affeftions : How: eafily can Satan "bear the 
Saints from-theſe :poſts, and caſt'in a flood to 
drown their warmeſt affeftions ! The. Galatiavs 
that were high in: frames. and affe&tions, and 
could talk of a bleſſedneſs, while ſfpiritoal, ſoon 
felt analteration- when they becameicarnal,Gal, 
4-IF- chap. 3.3. I DE Df 
© Go not our in the ſtrength of:your duties 
and performances; theſe are too weak without 
Fairt-and the arm of Chriſt ro.charm'theſe Ser- 
pents, and difarm ſpiritual ' adverſaries.'' 

\ Go not out in the-ſtrength of. your graces; 
_- 'are gn Chrift; nor have mins nn 
in them to 2 down fin and Satan 7:*Tis not 


: (c) In te ſtas 0n: lay  * 


grace 
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grace in Believers, but grace in Chriſt, that. is 
ſufficient.ro guard the ſoul from Satan's buffet- 
ings,. and. to reſcue it from his temptations, 
2 Cor. 12.9. EN eX 

| Dirett: 3. Thirdly, Get the union between 
thy heart and fin broken : The life of fin lies it 


_ that union it hath with the. heart ; if pany la 
I 


broken, ſin dies; as a man-then ceaſeth to, 1 
when the union between the ſoul and body is 
diſſolved :. Sin hath too great a part even.in A 


Believer's. heart, which moves for ſome reſpect * - 


and indulgence towards it : When. the enlight- 
ened mind faies, Crucifie it, the carnal affections 
cry , Spare it, it not a little one? And, the 
heart (like the City of /con:mm about Pal and 
Barnabas) is divided. A. 14.4. And the mul- 
ritude of the City was divided, and part held with 
the Fews, and part with 'the Apoſtles. So tis 
with the [racons ſoul; fin hath too great a po- 
tency in the carnal mind, which muſt be broken, 
or ſin will neverdie : Get the Spirit's intereſt 
in thy heart ſtrengthened, and fins party weak- 
ened every day. 

- There are ſeven things that have a great ten- 
dency to weaken the heart's union with, ſin, and 
withdraw its affections from it. ' 

' Firft, An abiding ſenſe of the great Love of 
Chriſt rowards it; that he ſhould pity him, 
when pitied of none, left of all ; loye him, when 
wallowing in his blood, and altogether unlove- 
ly in himſelf; love him, while an, enemy to 
God, yea to. his own ſoul;. love him ſa as to 
give himſelf for him ; to leav&khis Father's glo- 
ry, and take up ſhame, yea. taſte of death far 
Q 3 *,.” him; 
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; loye him, arid paſs by othets ; call him, 
leave others : the' ſerious” cb eration of 
cis hath''# great conſtraint oh "the graciois 
heart to hate fin, which Chriſt þ hates, and in 


love to the ſoul cape to deſtroy 
Secondly ; A we pprevenſin of the un- 
Fooperyable ſufferings'of the Lord Jeſus, and 


all procur'd by fn: He was is's Fe un na 
fed of men, 4 mai of ſorrows, acquainted 
reg ef; ef 3 he bore' our griejs, ' carried our 
wid MR was wonndex for our tranſgreſſions, 
A breed for” our ities; he was oppreſſed 
book «ffiited, and (that which gaye an {$5 
a £ all: theſe ſorrows) zr pleaſed rhe Lord to 
iſe him, to rays him to grief, and to make bis 
oul an offering for fin : This made the blows the 
heavier, that fab came from' 4 Father's hand : 
Hah an enemy done it, it might have beey cafier 
Javn, (though his rormients were unimaginable) 
ins equal, mine acquaintance, my amilar 
friend, Pſal. 55; 12, "8. My God, my God, w 
haſt thou forſaken me, Matt. 27. 46? and alf this 
the fruit of fin: This makes a gracious ſoul to 
hare ſin,'that harh'been' io cruel” ro his beſt and 
only. friend. 0 
Thirdly; A believing 6 ight of the excellency 
and bofineſk of Chriſt, hath 'a mighty power ro 
draw off the heart from fin when the Prophet 
Had gor a view of the Lord in his holineſs he 
hath preſently ' unlovely ' and: "troubleſome 
thoughts of ſin, 7/a. 6. ver. I. to 7. "Wo is me, 
= F ani utidone, becauſe 1 am a min. of wclean 
jo and 1 awel in the mid ſt of a people of un- 
can lips for mine ejes have ſeen the King or! 
Lor 
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\ Lord of Hoſts: A fight of Chriſt's holineſs. wilt 
make ſin ſeem. exceeding, vile. and -loathſome; 
and the: faul reſtleſs till delivered. from, is; Tia 
unacquaintedneſs with .the holineſs and beautis 
ful perfections of Chriſt, thax makes men All'in 
love with that deformed monſter, fin : the. gran+ 
ſcendent glory of Chriſt, is his grace ;-and:;the 
glory of. the Saints is'to.be like/him, Foh, 3.15+ 
which is obtained thrgugh:- the immediate 
views of him; x 70h. 5» 2. When be appears, me 
ſhall be like' him; for we- ſhall ſee bim as he ds:: 
The hope- of which ſight, and glory, :is foul- 
purifying now!: ver. 3» Aud guery man thit bh: 
this hope, purifieth himſelfy, as be is pure; NO 
ſooner had'rhe Apoſtles a-ſight of Qbrifi's glow: 
rious grate, but the next. thing|:was a idocoriny 
from his fulneſs: grace ſor grave; Joh. 1. 14) 1&\ 
Fourthly ;/ A ſenſible _— of: rhe exceedi 
ſinfulneſs and evil of ſin-wilt kelp ta looſen'thus 
conjunEion between the. heart and fin: iwhen 
once Pax! came to ſee the exceeding finfulneſt 
of fin, and felt the killing. fruits-:of it in; hig 
ſou}, his heart preſently came! to; be! looſened 
from .the ruling, power of: it.' Rom, 7. I1c33; 
That which.Þ de, I allow. not 5 what I would, that: 
do I not ; but what 1 hate,:that do I. The ſenſe 
of the ſhamefal fruits of fin. was influential-on 
the belicving' Romavs' towards their freedony 
from: fm, Ron. 6. 21. 22: ; Chriſtians, get your 
eye more intently fix*d on the: curſed nature of 
ſin; how contrary to.God.;how like to Devilsz 
how filthy loathſome and abominable : look 
upon the. certain dreadful effects of fin here, 
and tg all eternity, if not removed it. hath 
Q 4 broughx 
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Piought death on the Bon'of: God; 'and deftrus 
Qiowbh the Sohs of Men, \ bondage-op the crea- 
Frcs; & a curſe arevery: thing men'do-and enjoy; 

againſt God ;''alienationi'from God, 
y6bbitg him of his' glory, wh © his will 
iling' his! works! /gory, his {pirit, hin- 
wary 4 the foul n'duty, ' depriving X of mer- 
pf Bos wag 1t-to-judgment, neceſſitating. it 
; weakning "his- hopes; "breaking his 
Pince” oppoſing- his* grace, and endangering 
either. the loſs, or lefſening of his-glary ; with 
other innumerable -miſchiefs , injuries, cruelty 
| ad:miſeries that-follow the heels'of it; _ 
eh6 grear\difficulry-in'its removal. + / fa ; 
more * in the - heart-affetting dadderaion * 
theſe: things, and you' cannot 'choofe, bur with 

Pal, he'weary of. fin, loath it,” and Jong for a 
ſeparation from- it, Rows. 7. 24.'. How 'can ye 
tove 'thar knife that hath ſtabb'd your deareſt 
Friend, Father, Husband 3 yea,' your own ſoul 
How: ear you like that cloud and. veil which 
ſtahds between you” and -the Sori of righreouſ- 

eſs; and keeps theſe quickning, warming beams 
Is, dm! you, which” ' would | have 'cleared and 
engrhned your heart-?: How can you hug the 
ferters, kiſs the- walls. and doors thar -impriſon 
your-fouls'in bondage, and keep you from your 
beloved, and from the” glorious liberty of the 

Sopy of Gad 7 'whay pleaſure can you take in 
thar Thief. which ſtole your richeſt Jewels, and 
hath brought you ro:a morſe] of bread? - 

' Fly, Apprehenfion of that high dignity and/ho- 
norable. ſtare to- which grace hath advanc'd you, 
oh mor progeny __ priviledges which you 


are 
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. are now inveſted with, hath a righty influence 
on a gracious heart towards the abhorring of fin, 
I foh. 3. 1,2,3. Oh how unſutable are works df 
darkneſs ro the children of light! how unbecons- 
ing 1s vile rayment to them that dwell in:Ki 
Houſes ; A Swine's ſhout to a Saint's eye ; thick 
clay, and defiling dirt on the. hands, face, and 
heart of the heirs of glory, and children of the 
Kingdom : what an unlovely. ſight” is it to- ſee 
Kings wallow in the mire as Swine ; and ſuch 
who enjoy the priviledges of Angels, to do the 
work of Devils 2 Remember that thou art Son 
'to.a King, ſaid/one to Antigonxs, and that will 
keep thee from: baſe courſes. .. O Chriſtians! 
work in theſe thoughts upon the-heart, and ſec 
.whether there can be any room. left for :the 
works of the.fleſh, or affections. thereof. \.: 7 
Sixthly ; Expectations of: future glory: will 
-help you ro deſpiſe that abominable _ ſan: 
Can you rationally look for a Throne with your 
Beloved hereafter, and lodge in-the boſome of 
.your Idols and adu]terous. Lovers now z How 
\can-you think that head ſhall wear a Crown of 
glory with Chriſt, who is always Powe 
-put Crowns of. Thorns on Chriſt's head now? 
'To reap life everlaſting then, who ſow to the 
fleſh now 2 Do- you hope for that time when 
you ſhall be uncloath'd of fin ? and can'you 
'make it your preſent work to put.on fin; hold 
.faft fin ?. how inconſiſtent are defires of ſin,'with 
-hopes. of freedom ? Chriſtians, - don't - deceiye 
our ſouls, you-'cannot have ſure grounds" of 
fellowſhip with God hereafter,” and. allow-«the 


leaſt communion between your hearts and fin >} 
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evidences, by any allowed iniquity in your 
hearts, or unpurged defilement in your hands, 
which will weaken your confidence in the Lord, 
fill you with, dejeCtion and deſpondency of ſpi- 
rit, .and give your ſpiritual adverſary great ad- 
vantage over your fouls, 2 Per.1.10. 1 foh,.13, 
2, Cor. I. 12, I Cor. Ig. 58. Heb. 10, 22. fob 
19. 25,26, 27. 2:Pe. 1.11. 

Keep up your ſincerity and truth in the inner- 
man, be often looking to the principle of your 
actions, that it be gracious ;z and to your ends 
in every thing you do, that they be pure, ſingly, 
and ultimately aiming at God, his will and glory 
in'every duty, aCtion and undertaking. 

If: you would evidence the truth. of grace; 
you muſt be every day in the exerciſe of grace, 
and conſcionable endeayours to live up. to 
known duties, exerciſing a' conſcience void of 
offence towards God and man, not reſting in 
any meaſures of grace, but going on towards 

fection, and aiming at greater enlargements. 
in your ſouls and graces-continuatly. - ' . 

Thirdly ; Carry on all theſe natural; ' moral; 
and religious duties that concern others, This 
is the will of God, and part of your -ſanCtifica- 
tion. Matth.5.16. Let your light ſhine before men, 
-and by your good works glorifie your. Father which 
is 4m Heaven. x Cor. 10.32. Walk unblamable. to- 
wards all men, giving no offence to any, leſt the 
Goſpel beblamed., Phil. 1. To. That you. may bt 
ſincere, and without ' offence to the day of Chyif, 
r Per. 2.12. Having your converſation | | 
among thoſe you have to do with z dealing Juſtly 
with-all men, rendring to every ma NEIoe] 
| oing 
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doing good'to all, as ppportunity ſerveth, Gal. 
6.10. Pſal, 35; 13. and-be; kind to the juit and 
unjuſt, ſeeking, le falration of ſinners, mourn- 
ing over them, praying for them, inſtruting of 
them ; ſeeking by 2 humble, holy, and af- 
fetionate carriage to win 'them over to . the 
Lord Jeſus, who are not won by the word, Luke 
I9. 41, Pſal. 51.13. 2 Pet. 3. x. Loving, pray- 
ing for, doing good unto your greateſt enemies. 
Vertues ſeparated (faith Chryſoſtoms) are annihi- 
lated ; equity without. goodneſs, is ſeverity ; 
and juſtice without piety, crueky.: 'Tis better 
to do good than to receive: good, 'Twas -faid 
of Mr. Hooker, That he was born. for the good of 
many, but ſew horn for the good of him : That you 
m4 delight. in, and do: good. to all Saints;'as 
Saints, that carry the image of God on them. 
That you make conſcience of your relative du- 
ties both in your own houſes, and in- the houſe 
of God. Pſal. ror. 2. Walking within your 
own houſes with a perfect heart ; to be Chriſti- 
ans at home as: well as abroad ; ſhewing: the 
ſame ſpirit, zeal and affection to , your Families 
as to others; doing your utmoſt , to keep 'up 
the ſervice-of God. in your houſes, both to+ 
gether and aſunder , morning and evening in 
prayer, and reading the word; : God, As 10; _ 
2.9. 7oſh. 24. 18. Pſal. 25. . Matth:6c6, 
That you faithfully diſcharge choſe mutual :du+ 
ties you owe to each other, as Husband; Wiſe, 
Parents, Children; Maſters,'Scryants, Eph.y 2. 
to-the'end of chap. 6. To: be- -meck;, :lovi 
peaceable in your words and es towards = 
one E nethers giving that due ſl as ae | 
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ind'refarion calls for from eath other : To be 

ly and profitable in 'your . diſcqurſes, ſeeking 
the ſpiritga} welfare; edification/and falvation 
of each others ſouls, as of your own, :Dem. 11, 
19. Prov..22. 6. ch:23.1y. Col. 3. $2, to 16, 
Heb. 12. 14. Gen, 18,19. The want of which 
due and Chriſtian carriages in your henſes brings 
vp an eyil report oh the ways of Gad, rendreth 
the truth of your grace queſtionable, binders 
the gracious preſence of God with you, and re- 
pioves his bleſſing from you, Eph. 4. 29. Rem. 
Ir. 14. You whom grace hath priviledged 
with a place and name within the walls of God's 


houſe, do ſtand obliged to fellowſhip-duties of 


love, care and faithfalnefs to each other z con 
efing ont another to: proveke to love and good 
works; Joh. 15. 12. 'Heb.r0. 24, amd efttem each 
ether better than jour ſilves : To ſeth one anothers 
on as Jour own, ſefvinig each other in love, Phil, - 
£34 I Cor. 10: 24 33. Gal. 5.13. To fympa- 
thize with each' other in afflition,” Col. 3. 12; 
and to be helpful tþ them in bearing their bur- 
ting, COun- 


dens, ſupplying their wants, com | 
{clling, ahd ſupporting them in all their tribula- 
rions, Heb, 13:4. viſiting the ſick and impriſon- 
ed, feeding rhe hungry, cloathing the naked, 
warning the unruly, admoniſhing the offenders 
þeating one anothery inficmities, covering their 
weakneſſes, avoiding whareyer might offend 
and injure cach others ſouls, or lefſen their af- 
{&Kions, or breakf the yniry of ſpirit and bond 
o proce between wy ; but by a ſweet, hum- 
e-ſelf denying, and faithful carriage, to 
the heart ro each other, praying for the . bot 
ET OY OOF, 
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body, and*every member : To be and 

ſpiritual in all your communion .and* conyerfes, 
ceking the proſperity of Sion, rejoycing in each 

others graces and good, as in your own.z 

all Yoo thdy tang... their 'comfarr and." Bee 

tion, Mit. 25.42. AfFs 29, 35.1 fob i'2- 

Rom. T5. T. an 16. r7. Lev.19,10. 4C {12, 

20. Col.4.,6, Phil. 2.17, 18. Tit. 2. T2. 2Cor. 

13. 7. 50 31K er 

In your Cal MET, CO He rce and Jealit with 
men, to be jjaſt, |, and faichful, Ing as 
you would be done unto; not defraudi one 
another, but fpeaking*the truth in all. your bar-" 
gainings, and performing; rd rang though 
to your hart. Dhl i = a' con rt, of 
your heavenly Trade; and that where Ie cre 
dit of Religion doth 'eminently lye —* vac 
ling and glorifying of Gad, the Ro. of ot Dy | 
the propagation of the Gofpel, rhe peace an 
ſalvation of your own' fouls, even in the faith- 
ful diſcharge of theſe natural, mora};” and reli- 
gious d duties you owe unt others. 

This'ls the firft part of heavenly work; work 
of a heavenly natare as well as maviier,, both 
with 'reſpett to God, our own ſouls, ane 
others, 

Secondly, Another part of beavenly work is 
to do earthly things in an heavenly” manner: 
Thongh the pars. of the' World are of a dif- 
ferene 'natur _ from things above; yer-when 
managed, they are ſabſeryienr to them, 
cone ngs in he'T compaſs of this Heavenly 
Trade. To-which three. things are needful. 


- IQ, R 4 I To 
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WS « Ta do earthly things. by dats ues, 
. 2 With, heavenly: hearts. 
\! 3,1p dievent ends, bo 


ke A, Is earthly work part of..youp 
rade, when,yay.tranſaCt. it . by. hea- 

sz every. Scienge harh its Mayims z 
verniments have their-diſjngt Laws ; 

So hath every Trade its rules, priociple's: and in- 
Ti oy which it is. carved OR, . Eaxthly 


_ 1? \ 
; # 4 


i 


©, and ths 
ch fir rn ly I 


 carth] etth WY muſt 
cm by heayenly Jules; "2 | 


; Ks ten ike. which T02rth Mer- 
wut abſervt. 1h: offs Pranage Pres & {heir 
fairs. Ui 


T1 } 


_ Firſt , Be fore "the matter "of: your 
employments be good, .thar your Callings be 
lawful ho things you: do. FE juſtand tio- 
neſt in Se of | of Evil things Gan .never 
be well done : meddle. not. with . prohibited 
goods; ::d9; nothing, char either .in;jts nature, 


uſe, wk divine Law, becomes evil, z Cor. 55 


Phil Eph. -.Lert your Calling 
(alan |, f good, report, and. uſ in y 
generatiqn,:not ,onely for. your own BaRe! Vand 


7) Vii cirea 14 quod: Tomas (ejt 294 Wo | —— 
COS fame bong. As: ix IAG. 
| T- genera: 


axcnly 5 >, ahoogh.tþ by 
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> 
advantage, but for-the ſervice; and good of 
others: For no man liveth ta himſelf, Roms. 14.77; 
Such a calling as hath God for its Author (=s,) 
being according to Scripture; and hath God for 
its Toacher (n) aich Fenner) 1ſa. 28. 26. And 
45.4 man can manage: with peace:of conſcience,” and 
be aſſur d his work doth pleaſe Godgand he can pray: 
ſor 4 bleſſing «pon it, z which they tatmor do who 
ſet on employments that tend to Sour vice 
and wickedneſs,' Kom, 13. 14-':: 1 
' That your Recreations-alſa be-lawful ; ſuch 
as are, free from ſcandal and temptation,uſed by, 
and with perſons fearing God,: and-fach as have 
- a tendency to refreſh the mind. "and body, the 
better diſpoſing it to.its neceſſary.duties, being 
ſparingly and wiſely.uſed, ſo as th Pur cte occaſion 
of evil to others,! and/religioufly rgrred 00 by 
ſeeking to God ' for, a ri r management of it, 
and bleſſing on it, -Suck ations as come nor un- 
der. theſe charaQers,. Are nor. .becqming Chri- 
ſtians, who muſt give an-account.to God for eve- 
ry.vain word,. much more for. idle.attions, Mar. 
12436. 'Tis part of that which\mill- zrouble 
ſouls. when their fins are bearing on them ; 2h4r 
. "they. have inherited. lies, vanities, and. things 
wherein is no profit, fer, 16: 19, Saints hora 
be working nothing- but whar bath a good in 
it :, Workin a bs hangs ths. ha s that are 
good, Epbeſ. 4. 28 .Which can Ton ſome 
g/ory 40 God; What ever you de.(of which Re- 


m) "Opn era Deo Placere; n p:ſſunt fi vite ſuc inſtitutum 
(7) .Oe eſt 4 Deo. Sd Wo if nice oi rhar 
_ Taniiot plex God, SR the calling i it (elf 
tot of God... | 
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trearians is's part): do ul 16 1he God, 
I'Cps. x03 I; Der \what good: to & Cody, tou 
br-eftace what Wovy wo/Gotd ; what peact- Ge 
conſeiencen in the day of Choiſt; can be found! in 
tarhal fporvs, ſrapdatous plaies, cards, dice; laſci- 
vious dancings, ane »be —_ __ are the off- 
ſpring of: Hr Sourwo + Fre nefs, things 
Vs: __ 00d. report; 
dot es the win rn ek, and bane of 
piety, which tend t& debaueh the affeions,' ro 
deaden the iconſienge, t0:nourifh \wanronneſs, 
dtd es a fefhly: carnal mind; the end of which 
is death; #owi- 13. 13.. Phil: 4 '$, Fnde v. x2. 
A'Per. 2; 1.8." Ron.$.6, Fob tb bei carnally iminded 
us dekth; bury b4' ſpiritially mhided is ſe and 
pou: tis doable conteiit to 4 generons and 
well diſpoſed ture, 'Whets he'doth good for 
His/pleaſbre,'! Games of kanart (ſaith 
of 1h Du Mein, worthy. fie )'' ds ' very "mech 
ment. "NIP 6 hy nad ey Io proves E 
gt 'Cahſe thadb drffirbante in 
the { ot for thing Frank. Games that vihjijt 
in dexterity bf MF # mid ; _ave minoh to be: -pre> 
ferved beſos eſe Cheſs in;R. 


ſharpen the wit, but 
buſts it-over wth, and 30il the * acai; eo of 

eating "them," which 3- the pr ly # 
Of at gaming, #he leſs the Jed 3 yo x2 


proers Nie  paſſionr, the ty roo mech. Ht fect 


ventigres  wou6ls 1361 Fay; "beritures with” 
not. onely the tyanquillity ct wing 5 mind ; "but makes # 
certarn 7 ny becomes of of 1 re we EY! | 
_ Squand ay of mongy,in, play, .is not the 

Way to po riends.of that. porig x tek Mam- 

my that receive a man into creriblidity habi- 
rations, 
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tations, but an-enerhy rather that will torn him 
out of his remporal habitation; it'is the way to 
Joſe both Earth and Heaven: (So then, whether 
we win orJoſe, we commit robbery ; for if we 
rob not our adverſaries, we rob our ſelves, our 
families, and God ; We may add this alſo; ſuch 
pyprofitable Recreations devour that precious 
treaſure of irrecoverable, unvalaable, 'yea fal- 
vation-time ;z and uſeth thoſe hours in poſting 
to Hell,which are roo much neglefted for haſt- 
ening to- Heaven. - O” how careful then ſhonld 
ſouls that profeſs' heavenly hopes be of their 
earthly work; 'that it be ſuch as may conduce 
to their accompliſhment of them ! 
Rule 2. Secondly, Set upon earthly thin he 

their rd puee and order: Seek fir v the 

dom 0 ard rhe es peo np thereof, ber 2 
theſe From yer ve aaacd to you, (a) Mat. 6.33. 
Let God have the uppermoſt Throne in your 
hearts,the fore-foot in your walk; the firſt ſtroke 

in your work ; ge heaven things the proce: 

deney, both in eſtimation, afteion and rime, as 
things of greateſt 'worth; and to'which you Are 
chiefly obliged | That's the due: 'order and ine 
thod of heavenly Traders, to begin ol day 
and work with God ; ſerve God: then 
your ſelves : Set apart ſome rinie for refighthin 
duties, before you ſet upon earthly employ- 
ments. Men will not go abroad into unwhol- 
ſom air faſting : The things of this world have 
. contagious breath in them: ' Break your faſt 
with God every morning, before you adventure 
on heart-enſharing buſineſſes Labour with God 


{2 Cecera aut aderunt,. ant certe non dvernut. _ 
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 for-his'preſence. with you, ;his wiſdom to, 
irect.you, -his grace and ſtrength to help, ſe- 
cure and bleſs; you in your earthly.labours. ' An- 
tdote your hearts, with divine cordials every 
morning, before.yau. get into the Peſt-houſe of 
this\world, and-let-ſomerthing of- Scriprure lye 
gcareſt thy ſoul-for;counſel, comfort, quickening 
every day: He (faith; Aug»ſtine)that hath-raſted 
the ſweetneſs of Divine 9 7e, Will .not care for 
temporal ſweetneſs. Meddle not. with the thorns 
of this world, ;till-you have. fenced your hearts 
' and'hands by prayer, and the ſword of the Spi- 
xit.;'Tis more haſte than good fpeed to run in- 


to the world before.you have ſpoken with God : 


The lawful way $6 earthly employments lies by 
Heavens gares.,..Chriſtigns, .God. will, ſue you 
for treſpaſles. if you take any other way to your 
rrades and employments in the world, than his 
preſcribed way of religious duties. Beſides, you 
haye need of God's,eye and hand. in every thing 
y9u.do : | You know. not-the fharcs-and deaths 
That ye in your: employments;, and the dangers 
you are ſubject. to/1n-every ſtep you go, and in 


every thing yau 49::-, Yoo; may go+ forth in the | 


ning, and-neyer; return ; ;MNOTE-s. ſome. have 
Nie as Iſrael did,” "mth me their mouths z 


others have. falin; down ded-mm . rheir work, 
broke their: necks in; a- journey, -heen found 
drag in, the way... O ſet oniearthly; work in 
's Way z'g0;not about the world till you 
«3 e.been with gd, and ſecpr)d = All in 
hands. p 5 
Rule 3. Thirdly, Keep your earthly buſineſs 
within the bounds of due time. He that hat 
9 allotte 


—— "+ * COS AS oO NY EET RR WF KF. Fu 


| is the beſt Trade; © 253 
allotted you your work, hath-alfotted you your 
time for it: it-conſiſts not with-man's ſtategree+ 
lation and intereſt,/ to 'be arbittary in-any thing, 
but to walk by rule. Tere si 4 time. for every 
thing under the Sun, Ecileſ. 3,» Atime for euts 
ry purpoſe, and'for every work; verſe 17: 7f0b'7;.. 

s there is an appointed time-to nfan'on careh z 
ſo there. is an appoitited time-to man for carth- 
ly things : He-thar hath ſet boundsito the world, 
-bath not left worldly. employments without 
bounds, - but | hath+fixed mens; earthly affairs 
within their proper ſeaſon. PſaloT04. 23. Mas 
goeth forth to his work and to" bis\libonr until tht 


evening. The PſaJmiſt , acknowledges here the 


power 'and providence of God jnferting bounds 
to his creatures ; bounds to 'the Sun and Moon. 
Verſe 19. He appointed the Moon for ſeaſons, and 
the Sun knoweth his coing down : Bounds to the 
day and night. | Verſe 20. Thou makeſt darkneſs, 
and it is night + He limits the labours of wi 

beaſts and men ; the beaſts have their preying+ 
time confined to the night, Yerſe 20; 22. Andizr 
is night wherein all the beaſts of the foreſt do creep 
forth ; the Sun riſeth, they gather'themſelves toge> 
ther, and lay them down im their' dens; Men have 
their working-time allotted in che day. [fas 
goeth forth to-his work, and labour. until the even 
ing ;. that.is, to the end of their. working-thy, 
which conſiſted among the fews of twelve hours, 
fohn. 11. 9.' Are there; nor' twelue hours in thi 
day ? the uſual-rime for men -to,'diſpatch their 
earthly workin; The Lord wawld not (p)(ſhith 


= 


_ 
' 
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emuationemut hommun vires niminmateeret, ſed mc 
conſtitutt.  Muſeulus) 


(p) Providentia ergo Dei noluit fic prelixam operandi Con - 
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tulus) have wins labours drawn out ſo ſar at 
= x their: th, but. hath' (ct wr ſo fo it, 
As the Lord wonkdinot havethe world to take up 
mens hearts; iſo he would not have it to eat out 
_ their time, 6r. encroach on theſe ſeaſons that 
aredue to greater concerns. God,Nature,Grace, 
thy' own ſoul, and: the ſpiritual/ good of others, 
have their claims, . as well as'thy earthly cal- 
ings, t0 this!1itthe inch-of this time. O conſume 
nor thy precious day on 'things that are tempo- 
ral,and negle& thy opportunities for chings eter- 
nat: dvo* not: enſlive thy body; beyond thy 
beaſts, which:have«their times of reſt ; nor ex« 
havft rliar ftrengrhwhich berter things call for, 
upon'an © periſhing world. ' Exceſſive Ja- 
bours beyond their due time, do argue either 
too much defire- of theſe things, or too little 
faith in God, 'and-are reprov'd by "the Lord as 
the yaniry and: praQtice of them, who'/are”not 
kis'beloved-ones; ' Pfal. 127.2. 'Tis lamentable 
19:{tc ſuch as would be thoughr the heirs of 
Heaven, ſo-exceilively taken up in enlarging 
their poſſeſſions on earth; engrofliag all their, 
cime carly andlate, abour their earchly affairs, 
leaving nothing but a few unſerviceable minutes 
foriGodand their ſouls. O Chriſtians | Keep the . 
fiream of your -carrhly affetions and Jaboury 
within 'the banks of allowed timez rob: not 
Sod of his time of ſpecial ſervice; nor nature of 
her time-of needfu] reſt and refreſhment :' hor 
thy own or others ſouls of time for their ſpiri- - 
cual: concerns, for ſuch poor perifhing things: 
Shew chariry to thy redeemed body ; make ir 
not a drudge to thy carthly luſts ; Maris BY 
., noble 


—— 


noble a creature to be.a vaſllal co rhis world : 
'Tis a ſad ſpectacle $0 (ee the. Nuvarites 
vey. like Sawvpfon,, with theirbeadaſhaven, and 
their eyes uckt out to grind.in. the workd's 
mill, titlthey plack down the houſe abanr their 
cars,.Zudg..16.21. How do men macerate their 


| bodice, end. ſtarve. their ſouls, .onety to. help 
them with ſupplies in:their paſſage: to:thegrave; - 


and all rhe while:rneglett the work:of God, and 
their ſouls, leaving the reliques af their waſted 
ſtrength, and the workd's re uſe, for the ſervice 
of.8n immortal God. This /as) not to follow 
carthly things by heavenly Rattle. 

. Rute.q.: Fourtlily,, Be diligent in, tho ufe-of 


me working: time : take:.heod you waſte irnor - 


ruſe a0" p99 or by, needleſs diverſions; 
addy by id 


neſs, and pafaithfuloeſs in your _ 
this is.a fin-againſt both Law.and:Goſpel, which 


ires diligence agd faichfulnefs in.mensearth- 
lty.callmgs : Labour and calling-work was man's 
duty before his;fall.:Gey. 2.15, The Lord, 
tpokithe man., and put bin into the Ga | 
Eden,' to dreſs it;: and to keep-it:: And: aftcrthe 
fall;. painful: labour was % Karyna inflicded as 
_— his fin. Gen, 3.19, Tu#he:fwent 


fate; ſhalt thou'eat bread, until thou return 


;growd.: This :duty of. 'bodily labour in 
theta Gilling 1of' :equal fandtion and-regar@ 
with tlicduries of Gods Worltkip, bcing inferred 
in-a-poſmive Law, and as tha which is neceflary: 
to che fettifyitix bf Godin Sabbaths.;Exod.29; 
9, TD, Six. days\ſbalt theulabour, and do all thy 

. bat -0n the feuruth day' is the Sabbath: of *>. 


is the beſt Trade,” * 259 | 


_ _ thy Gogginit chow, fbalt wot ts any - 
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: {1 » © The injunttion of wothing in fix" daft 
ve N? (ſairh Mayer) is given in the ſame 
 J- © commanding terms. in the. Original, 
that the injunttion of not working in the ſeventh"is*: 
and the ſame-reaſon is given for both : the' one is 
taken from im bi mo on rhe . ſeventh day : anil 


the other fromhis working the fix days + So that 
not to laboar” faithfully in | thy: Calling the fix 
days, is a breaclr of the fourth command , as 
well as the working on the Sabbarh-day : Not 
as if the ſix: days: labour were to exclude -all 
religious: Worſhip-of God 'on either of rheſe 
days when the.-Eord” calls to'it by extraordi- 
nary Providences, as to mourning'or rezoycing, 
or by ordinary tenders of Goſpel-mercy, in 
Week-day LeQtures, or the like ; for this would 
croſs his other :commands;, | Preaching in ſeaſon 
and. out of ſeaſon,'' and labouriug for the bread that 
endures to eternal iije : This dilizent labour doth 
pot  exclude-; private worſhip:every day, and 
publick worſbip;on. week-days 0 far as it con- 
ſiſts with fairhfulneſs in mens Callings, for which 
. time. -muſt - be : redeemed ; Eph. 5. 16. but-it 
requires diligent attendance on--mens Caljings, 
on-the week-days ( as oppoſed to floath ':and 
finful waſte'of time). without which God is nor 
duely ſerved on the Sabbath. | This diligence in 
mens Callings is ;alfo required: ia the Goſpel, 
I. Thefſ.' 34i1t0,, Idlencſs is'a Goſpel-ſcandal ;and 
. renders Chriſtians worthy tobe abſtained fram, 
as-not--obeying/'the :Word of God; and>dach 
muſt not..eat, r:Theſ.-4. 1x. ſuch are unprofi- 
table ſervants, -who improve nor their talents 
for God, and the good of Ra" 
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and are worſe than Infidels,; who-do not; by dis 
ligence-in their Calling) -provide for their ,qwn, 
Kg $0089 0-25 1991 bog blood gacortt 

we]: | Fifthly, while; your hands are about. 

' the world; ſet a guard about-your-hearts,: The. 
Believers heart 13 / Chrilt's royal Fort , ſecure 
that, and all is ſafe ! 1f riches. intreaſe;- ſet; not 
your hearts upon them, Plal..62. 19. *tis:the Na- 
cure of earthly things, like a Malignant Diſeale, 
to get to. the heart, .O how hard. is' it ro 
meddle- with theſe, and the heart notbecome 
earthy too ! when a gracious 'Soul hath: been. 
with God, and got his heart-warm'd,. quicken'd, 
and drawn out to things above ; no ſooner doth 
he return to the world, -but all is gone again.; 
ſuch dangerous damps doth, this .carth-;{and 
unto "heavenly hearts : ſecure, thy heart, with 
God every day, make a new-{urrender, of, it; tg. 
him, - before thou get © into. the ſnares -.of thy 

earthly buſine(s : Sera vigilant watch upon thy, 
heart every | moment, -leit; the things of the 
world-ſteal in and'take it captive. m0 G1 ar 

Rwle 6..::Sixthly, Attend. your earthly affairs 
with a calin and quiet ſpirit, whatever - occur- 
rence you tneer - with'. in the world , let 
your ſpirits be compoſed and fixed on God: 
wonder nor af. changes in. an unſteddy world; 
which is onely conſtant in. unccnſtancy. (r) Here 
have we no continuing City, Heb.1 3.14. All things 
here are, moving, aſcending or deſcending : 

Things below are compared to the Moon, Rev. 
I2, I. Which is. never at a ſtay,buc hath its con- 

ſtant changes ; and like the Sea_thar ebhs and 


r}Omna verſantur. WM Rerperes aſcenj-i C) aucjcenſu. 


flows 
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, as-rhe fountain of the Sun, 

writes of, that'the: waters are 
Id and ſweet at noon, but bolling hot 
fer at midnight”: So mutable. are the 


a comforts of this world, then going when they 


. ſeemmnoſt likely to ſtay. Man's condition in 
this world at the beſt, is like the mountain Po- 
roſs; over which there alwaies hangs a cloud even m 
' the oleare aa And as *tis written of a Meer or 

Iv) Sale in Scotland, called Pochlowland, 
where-there are rempeſtuous taves raging with- 
out "wind; yea in the 'greateſ# calm. | Chriſtians, 
be fidt rroabled at the-rides you ſee in theſe wa- 
ters of 'Mardhi - Riches make themſelves wings 
and" fly away, Prov. 23.5. Let none 'of theſe 
lower "things trouble you when gone, which 
cami6r-content you when preſerit': but.one mo- * 
ment of time car; make them ceaſe to;be yours, 
Theve 4 is but one daies difference (#) (faith Seneca, 


= upon" the burning ofa City)- verweeniagreat Cir 


7y, and'no City + So there .may be: burone day, 
nay but one hour, berween a Father, and'no Fa- 
ther; a 'Husband, and no Husband ;-a.'man of 
pleaſure, and-a man of forrows ; a'rich: man,and 
a poor man, Set not that at your hearts which 

uld be ar your heels : Men do not uſe.'to 
figh, look pale, and cry, when-\ſervants leave 
then, : Earthly things:are no more;;. they are 
given you as handmaids to wait on- you, not as 
a Spouſe to lye in your boſoms ; as ſervants that 
come and go, - not as children that abide in the 


(s.) ) Plan, T3 2. C.103. (4) Deſc. of Scotland. 
x) Una dics intereſt inter magnam croitatem & nullam. 
&e ques felices Cintbia vidit, vidit miſeros abitura + 

© 


, houſe 
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houſe foF ever: *'When 10 att; fat an.can a 
cotnfirr, A tervant” W 
2 Bm WR 0 mind ol gr 
ives you here. Heb. T3. 5+. oe 
| on be vane” covets ue G ang be ton- 
tent with tho) y things db at he Gi Tow : Let them 
cron v, eo ls in_ rhe Greek 3; ' count Fi 
Fre RY fo Eſan can tished, with 
ihr te ould Aa, Zacob with | he 

Ride read What this BALE tas 1a 


we Hh by of the world;and mych of Hray 


Wl Fee. MINED | 590 cnough,an 
cog precious r. who, yet Was 
\h"rhe  rofld | ien fa Earl of Lai 


 cefter offeted? Mr; "Carty gr; ghe the Prove ihip.of 
oft beg dge, Aye "Was an alEMse pes und 
| pin ke he. anſwered, the Ie tyre 
an eng Ply ivy 
wry 1s yy little that the pack hath, is 
th tr thap Uhe YeVenues of the. 2 A. There. are 
: Ng diminbrives in theOriginal (a little rife | af 
the righ FFgus man's } let. it. be, never ſo. 92 
lircle, with, righteouſhels, .ir weighs down a 
the Sona ir .of the worldly. man's 
It tore eds it it 1 I$ __ oc ws ae are 
we,tike new born Princes weeping in the, cradle, 
Lig that there is. a Kingdom, before 
them, Racherford. Tins often thought on. that 
| yr, Coicerning, H{racl.in the wilderneſs. 
Exod, 1 6.8." He that ered. much had. nothing 
over, and he that gathered little, had no lacks 
Chriſtian, why-ſo troubled: about thy propor- 
tion of theſe things of the footſtool ? as Mr your 
Father knew not what you wanted, of ark 
A no 
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not for you, or could not | maintain you : . You 
ſhall 'haye enou ought h to carry you to your graves, | 
and 7 yoo can a My [apr bo FEY rs 
ee 444 things for thy ſelf ? f oF 
Dy” in I will Fr ev {is alt fleſh 
tn ie Tod I ex thee *y a prey ..n all places ra 
ther this goeft, Fer. 45. 4,5, You know. not what | 
God) is. doing, in the world : Have you bur little 
now 2. you may ſhottly have leſs : Be, content 
with, what you have : A little in Berkel, if it be 
but a pillow of ſtones, with bread and, water, .is 
berter than the rich Plains of Sodom + A. piece 
of bleſt bread in Immanzels Land, is ſweeter, 
and will 'go farther, than all the Garlick and 
 Fleſh-pors Sor Eg t, than a great, deal of un- 
' Fariftified comforts :-- A ſmall portion. of the 
world, with ſoul-advantage, is better than a 
great eſtate with ſpiritual lofles and: remprati- 
"God: can multiply a few loaves z. make 
the barrel'of meal, and cruſe of oy 0 oo 
our, and" your cloaths not to wax, Pf th 
than' you ſhall want enough whe , = 
ye th your wilderneſs, if ol will be belicy-" 
| obedient. Be « contented with. the talent 
God: gives you to trade upon : + Rave others 
more than you 7envy them not. ; (a) they have 
the more to reckon. for ; and. it may. be they 
need more, or 'they can, bear more.rhan you. 
That (faith one) wowld Fra atk 4 ſmall veſſel which is 
but an ordinary bur great ſhip. Some 
can better manage | a bane eſtate with leſs 
Q When a man grows rich (faith Mr: Dod) he. docs 


o our of a little boar 1 inro a rcarer.barge, bur he 
is fell on the Sca. SIT «+ oh 


- rrouble 


iy Bp * 
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trouble and temptation'than others :  Poflibly 
that would puff up thy heart” with pride, and 

catch thy. feet in ſhares that never ftirs ano- 
* thers affeions, to ' whoM\God hath 'given a 
braver. ſpirit, or greatermortifiedne(s- to -this 
world..' Subſcribe. to-Gods wiſdom and: plea- 
ſure, believe his promiſes,:Wonder at his mer- 
cy , be thankfull : for what you have above 
many ziſee your All:inGod;'! and hope to be 
ſhortly with 'him ;/ and yow cannot but-be con- 
tent with:your allowance'in-the world: - 

. Rule 7. Seventhly, Follow your duty, but caſt 
your'care-'on God; 'abide iff your callmgs, but 
live above them. 1 Per. 5. 17. Caſting all your 
care on Ged, for he careth 'for you! Depend not 
on your wiſdom, labour or ſucceſs in your em- 
playments, bur upon the promiſe, love and care 
| 'of God for you : If the Lord bleſſeth your ſab- 
ſtance, don't you bleſs your ſelves. in/it': See an 
emprineſs' in all your abundance, and ſhortneſs 
in theſe to anfwer your many wants. God can 
ſoon make a hole in your money-bags, blow 
on'your encreaſe,turn your profperiry into con- 
tempt, and. make your expected comforts as the 
dream '6f a night-viſion. : Live not on large 
barns, / but on. the full breaſts of promiſes, for 

. the good of what you do enjoy,.or for the ſup- 
ply of what you want. 'The poor Chriſtian hath 
\ the keeping of his purſe in his Father's hand, the 
rich/in his own hand. If ſight fajl.live by faith ; 
. Faith aſſures you of the good iſſue of all difficu- 

ties in.your way, and gets advantage from the 
wotſt condition, and ſweerneſs to mingte with - 
eyery:bitter Wen Foc 'meet With, It may 
WO Eg 1 3 bo 
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= haſt, a great! family,; (and-litrle 40-live 
| indeþÞt; and bak -nothing-to pay it; 

28ft a hitle thothen dey.;'but the Caterpiller 
and the Cankerwormithath |devour'd: It 3: this 


loſs, and:11 'other.froak hath waſtodiixi 1m this | 


caſe thy, dury. is $0 Jhefon-Godl by'fidth, 'for a 
fan&i d ebig ares Hig: op Sopye: thee; [ahd- for 
making. Þp;thas) Jack.cby dande >i4When 


thou, cant ſee. ur he of; thy-ptrptexing * 


trouble, Jet - thine eye be: unto . God'for'! help, 
2 Chron. 20,13; a\Glreno2y8.. Gorndt our of 
God's way for. ,xeliefs!iuHethat wounds-muſt 
heal ;. heipnely, cbaſi egfſteth down (can raiſe up, 
Dear. 32.39: Netber fvint thov/in the Yay of 
adverſity,.-or way 0 thy duty, Prot) 2 2 
Prev. 16..3,. but comm. thy way to the: ord, 
and he will bring; RN” Pſal.: 34.5 11M at. 6. 
V, AFrc FC 7+ 3%» 
carking.cares, and; fretfu]- veings; ; Xheſe cannot 
lefſen thy trouble, bur Trill grearenithy-fns 5 a 
provident care , is thy duty, buta' erage 
yexing. care, both,thy:;ſin;and affliftion!::7 1 «| 
Rale 8.. Eightly,; Imall your laboors pray for 
2 bleſſing : If you would live well,” you muſt 
beg as well as work ; add 'duty'ro thy Uiligence, 
prayer to thy provident|cire, calling von God;to 
thy. calling in the world!: ;As every treature; fo 
every condition and Work is' ſan&tified'by the 
word and prayer; I 7imogungy. Ineyery onder- 
| faking ſeek ro God: far! counſel, Provi'3'6; In 
all thy waies acknowledge him, and he” ive 
thy paths. Chriſtians thould.nor fep'iwpon} rhe 


ſmalleſt matters without enquiring theowſll of 
£90: not to go to _y er that place; rabyy-or 


ly 


% 
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Wl to;do-this orithat work without ſeeking. to 
God for dire&tion, Jam. ; I3,14,.15. Othr jour- 
zexs (faith one) wwſt nor-be wndertaken Without 
asking God's leave, Dr. Mant. on 7am. This 
would evidence 2 life of dependance 6n' God; ' 
and bring all thy affairs under divine tare and 
blefling ; 4braham's ſervant begins his Journey 
with prayer, Gen. 24. 12. 27. and coricladed. - 
' with praiſe, Gen. 28. 20. And fo 7atvb ; TſracPs * 

folly in'concluding with the Greer | 
to the command of- God; was laid _— not * 
asking connfel of God. oſh. 9.14. The men 


took of their wvittuals, asked 4. coltaſel- at | 


the month of the Lord! -'O the ſhares and diſhd- 
vantages men are expoſed to in' their earthly 
concerns, for not taking counſel from God, and 
engaging his hand and bleffing with them : Pray- 
er will further your'work,' ſweeten  your-pains 
and difficulties in it, and ſeeure the.comfort and 
- good of it: When: you want mercy, ſcek- God 
for it ; when you receive. mercy, {ce God in it, 
and return praiſe ro God Tor it. 
© Rule g. Ninthly, Though you live in the 
World, yet be dead -ro 'the- World : Heaven- 
,- born ſouls, though in'the World, yer are fiot.of 
the World, bat choſci'out of it, Foh; 15. 1% . 
and crucified to it. Gal.'6.1 God forbid that 
1 Jhonald glory, ſave in the-Croſs' of onr Lord feſus 
Chriſt, by whom the World'is erucified to me, and 
{ unto the World: This crucifiedneſs to the 
World {* /{faith Parexs) ſignifies the contempt 
and deſpiling'of” this World ; he intimates here- 


Te mMuna CUB omni ; ſu Taſtu propa g1ora ajpe:- —_ 
favs cmemntere, quaſi rem Ms vanam mortuam. - * 
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by, that the World with all its. ſcorn, pride, 
pomp and glory are deſpiſed by him, as, a no- 
thing, empty, dead thing. A ſoul crpcifed.tg 
the World ſees nothing lovely and deſirable in 
this World but God, his Word and Works; 
there's nothing in earthly things that can be 
taking with ſpiritual hearts, if God be not en- 
zoyed in them : all the glory of the World is 
no more to them than 2 deed carkafs, if the 
love of-God breath not. through it on their 
hearts ; nay the very Garden of the, Lord is a 
Wilderneſs to them, if the Roſe of Sharon be 
not in it. . A mortifted Saint wonders that a ra- 
tional jmmortal - Sgul: can ſee ſuch, worth in 
riches, pleaſures, honours, and. poor. periſhing 
things of this life, which, to. him are nothing ; 
he can eaſily part with ull:at the Lopd's bidding, 
And he feels no ſuch eyil neither in the bad 
things of this Warld, as;to. make men. ſtartle at 
them ; wants, loſſes, -reproaches, torments for 
Chriſt, loſe their frightfulneſs to them whoſe 
hearts love to the Lord - Jeſus hath. reconciled 
unto rhe; bittereſt affliction that can þefall them 
far hjs fake. If. Chrift ſtand, and do. not. periſh, 
(faith Lather) what, matter is it if Wife and 
Children periſh? If libepty, eſtate, life and all 
go, ſo he ſtay: Such.ithould thy heart. be in 
purſitjr of thefe things,..as one that. js dead to 
the World, and firs fooſe from all its glory, 
and aþove all irs threatnines ; content to have, 
or not to haye,; to-uſe, or wapt ; to <nOY, of 
he denied, or deprived of it,, as Gad pleaſeth. 
 Rale 10. Laſtly,Doall your work within the 
yiew of death, judgment, and eternity : mY 

Sas dds BAILEY "IT 
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att the employments of every: day, as- dying 
perſons, who, are leaving this World; and hable 
to a remove every moment: How would fre- 
quent and ſerious thoughts of. a near approach- 
ing end wonderfully check mens greedy pur-.. 
ſuits of this World, and help to, keep their aQi- 
ons in a conſiſtency with their accounts. Ki 
Philip would have it proclaim'd before him 
every morning, Remember that thos art mortal : 
And, when falling upon the Sand he afterward 
ſaw the print of his body, faid, O how lule 
parcel of earth wiil hold us when we are dead, 
rho ambitionſly ſeek after the World while we are 
living. When Severus was old, he called for an 
Urn or Pitcher in which the aſhes of a dead 
perſon were put, and looking a while on it, ſaid, 
{a) Wilt thou contain that man whom the whole 
World cannot contain ? Alas, what will the whole. 
; World be to thee when thou comeſt to die ? 
ler it ſeem no more to thee now, who art dying 
every day: do every thing . as ſtrangers and 

ilgrims here, Heb. 11.9. 13. and as if you 

eard a voice every day ſaying, Awake, 4nd 
come to judgment : ferome thought whatever he 
did, che ſtill heard that voice ; Swrgite mortsi, 
& venite ad judicinum ; Ariſe ye dead, and: come 
to. judgment. When you are travelling to :this 
Marker, and the other Fair. think, Sare 1 am 
Journeying to the grave, and I know not what duſt 
I ſhall ſhortly $e ſhovelFd into : when you arc 
-about your work, think, aw haſtening to eter- 
nity, and ſhortly theſe hands muſt rot. in the grave : 


(4) oY virum capies quem  orbis terra non capit? 


When 
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When you. þrorfiſe yout ſelves great things 
the Fruit: yo prom bi 
job the AP br comfort, ſay; Death may cone bes 
- mus und my enjoyments, and crop off "thi 
i s 'of ally Tabours. What 'can' be great to hith 
r Levemjiy! the World nothing # of Jong to 
Win that counts His life but « pan? Mr. Dia, 
Whef thou findtefr thy heart: ranning 'oor-too 
edily after this World; ready'ro' Iye, cheat, 
fefs, uhdefriiine others to greaten thy ih- 


Fere-: think 'on' this - ; For *#ll chaſe ebIujs Gol 


ev#H-Lring thee ro furdgment, a4 TON to thet ab 
cording to all thy works. 
15 Berondly, Then do you your earthly work in 
an heavenly matiner, when you 'do it with an 
heavehbly heart”: As is the heart, fo is the a@ioh 
In God's acconnt': rhe Lord was much pleaſed 
thiit it was in 'Dxvid's heart to build him an 
Houſe, though! he never did it, 2 Kzn. 8. 18. 
und diſpteaſtd with all that Iſrael did inhis ſer- 
vice, becanſe rheir heart (was mor right with him, 
* Pfu. »8. 37. Tſrael did many $06d works, they 
ht him, they Tetnrned and enquired early "aſter 
Oba, they "reniedidred that 'God was their Rock, 
ahi the þ: 57h "God heir” Redteemier; wer. 3.4.35 - but 
all this was-nothing-in -Got's eſteem, becauſe 
their heart Wis not upright tn it ; they had ah 
earthly, carnal, kk. backſliding heart in all 
=y did. If thy hearr be ticurevly, though 
work be earthly, yet irpbts an excellency 
hn it ; bur if thy work be heavenly, and thy 
heart earthly, God doth rejeft and deſpiſe ir-: 
the heart is the-root of every aftion, and if the 
Foot be good, the fruit will be good alſo, Mat. 
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labours, and hope for this es | 
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22.'33- Rom TI: x6," If rhe fountain be ſivect, 
the: ſtreams will-be-ſweer alſo ; and- if thy heart 
be heavenly, thy'work is heavenly : A heavenly 
hhearr, like the:Bee; turns all ir dorh to heaver- 
ly uſes; whe the Lord Jeſt#had put his hand 
upon the Spouſes heart, and left fome myrrh 
upon, her-bowels,/preſently. her : hands dropped 
myrrh, and her ' fmgers ' ſweet ſmelling myrrh, 
Cant-'5. 4,'5- A\iheavenly heart perfames- t 
earthly work,' and makes it wonderfully taking 
with the hearr of Chriſt. 


Queſt. How might 1 know when my beart is hea- 


 venly, im my earthly work ? 


. $e.#irſt, A heavenly heart, 4s"s heart en 
lightned to ſee heavenly things ; &heart beam'd 


over with heavenly light,” co Uiſcern rhings in- . 


viſible : An earthly. heart is a dark heart, it ſees 
nothing in-God,; his Word and | Works, ſo: as to 
draw up his heart'to Heaven t ar earthly heart 
ſees nothing, bur.earth in heavenly rhings; and 


an heavenly heart ſces Heaven in earthly things. 


The'Parriarchs ſaw the heavenly City in their 
earthly Coporrey;*#eb: x7} t3,/x4; 16. They. 
faw the promiſes (that is, the chings promiſed) 
afar off, and confeſſed that they wete ſtrangers 
on eatrh, they ſought: a Conntrey, deſfired'a 
betrer. Countrey, "that is an heavenly ; and all 
that as the product. of their heavenly - ſight, 
they ſaw heavenly things in earthly : Abraham 
had an heavenly eye:to ſee Chriſt's day, 796. 8. 

» 6. and Moſes a heavenly eye to fee him who 
* 6 inviſible, Heb. x1; 27. A heavenly heart doth 


' not 


# - 
— 
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not only ſee heavenly things; Lut.ſees an infinite 
:worth and excelenty in rhean;!itſees them:to 
-be the beſt things ; it ſees abgretrer' glory! anil 
debrableneſs.in things above, th one glance-of 
this-eye, in one Bay within! his: Courts, -in one 
;hours communion. with -him, than in! all: the 
[World beſides: 4{ary ſaw mote advantage tin i} 
-, "firing atChiilt's feer, than-in! the ' many:things £| + 

| Adartha's\ heart: was taken wp/abour, Gabe ro. NN 
41; 42: Curſed be that man ({atth; the noble Mar- 
quels Galeacins) that agconnty net :one hots toin- 
manion with Chriſt above all th: World. 
-. Secondly, A.heavenly heart.is a heart that 
favours heavenly things, Rom. 8, 5. Nothing 
goes down ſo ſweet with a heavenly heart as 
heavenly! things, every thing rejoyces in its like: 
An earthly heart delights jn earthly things ; the 
| Merchant in. bis Trade, the Husband-man in his 
Field; Houſes, Husbandry', and: fruits: of the || 
earth ; the” volaptuous man-in his pleaſures ; as 
he thar fold |his Ciry for a:drapght of water; 
crying out ;when he had done,:/Q that for {0 
ſhort a pleaſure, of a King I ſhould be made a 
Slave !; The proud; man in;þis- greatneſs, 4s mor 
ths great Babylon that 1 have built, for the houſe 
ofthe. Kingdom? Dan. 4. 39; $9 doth the hea- 
XJ ' venly heart reliſh. greateſt; fweerneſs in heaven- 
| ly:things: Hyw ſweet are thy words to my;taſte ? 
ea ſweeter \than haney to my month Plulc119.103. 
His frees was ſweet to'my taſte ;' his month 45 moſt * 
ſweet, Cant. 2.3. and! 5. 16;; My meditation of 
ghhins ſoall be, ſweet, Plal. 104. 34- We  teokſmeet 
hownſel together, Plal.-55. 14. We talked: of the 
 wpyſteries of. gedlineſs (faith ;Hinſworth), of. the 
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txerciſcs of \Religiongo(faith another): which-t 
ſuppoſe the Pfe 


phet meancth by ng into the» 
Hooſe of Godas!gomipanions: a (air 


wee) how. they 1 ight: TRYTESU 00! 
his ſervice. 3 -#p- 27 1349!) by IH 
-.Thirdlv,A heavenly heart i is$T ki 
and deſires after 'hedvenly things: Whe ps % 
(tn Heaven var pher. ? and there th note _ if by 
defire on Earth, in compariſon of thee, P 
When'' ſhall I: come i, appear bifote 
[-thitſteth for 'theey my fleſh 1 oy the 
= ary Jr = land. 97 fi = ro fees 
Fl power and: glory, | as: 1 have feen thee: in the? 
ho wery, Halt 43: 2:' Pſal: 63; 4,2" My: fob 
lonyeth,” fainteth for the: Courts of thi» 
Toord; #4  Grarrtiand uy floſh\erpatt. out for the 
king God, Pſal.189; 2. 'Deſites-are the naturiÞ 
warf b of. the heart, and rhe: beſt charatter,and 
rfueſt lincartits(faith.one x 
hat Can be mo_ the mi Wo we Pain 
men, | Prattices may: becoverraPd-!! \ <. 
by'gnds ; | but deferes are alwaits qeidthe and 942. 1 
tural: H ence gaod men. have bad 'moſt confid "TM | 
i 9 approving themſclues ro God, by'their affettonsy 
ang.the inwardlongings of their ſouls after hins, ail 
being the pureſt. and moſt. unfeigned iſſnes of lope p 
and ſuch as. have:leaſt proximity and danger from 
fore and ſecular. ends. It is:an- - unqueſtionable 
evidence. of fouls riſen with Chriſt;and receiving. 
the: ftamp of Heaven on the. heart, 'ro Kc their 
affections on: things abov:: Heavenly deſires are 
the natural breathings ofa gracious heart,whicty 
can; as well: live - withour them”, as' a man 
Richoor breathing ; a ceflirion of ſpiricual 
| delires, 
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defives , argues dowd: -ſropning), or Privack 


RL 3270040 


3 'Eourthly, Abeaxenly heart; is known by its 
han Thoughts » It. vill: be-much! thmaks 
eavenly hings: As is the. heart;' {@ 
_ mates: ew « hp Far'\as be think- 
ſa int; Prov43. 9: 1-Fhe: ithoughts are the 
fiſt-born ofthe heart, . and ftrength. of the Tdul, | 
as-naturak iſſues. of ahemind,.as. beams-are 
—_ Sun; if the: heart bezevil,- the thonghts 
be cvitz-ifthe heart be good, the rhought 
nh be good, Marrhy i. 19. further 
corruptiohs or tetnptations\hmder, AE 4 
mary IC yonn hearts be. heav A fo Wi 
defigned,  habitual- and well-p adobe | | 
be: They thatvere ſpiritual, doing the things 
if the Sprrit 5 Row:8.5. Try: ypar kearts by your 
ordinary, ty chooed Ay ile and O T: 
vain, earthly 4hong ph TY 
thoughts your del | 


a a” tt. —_—_ —_ ><. Hs ww + w_-+ © 


your en + | 

Fifthly, A heavenlyheare:ithbe fall of Nat 
vealy projects; ſach a-beare will bedriving de- 
figns for Heaven his conſultations, enquiries 
ave ftudics, will 'be hom:to-earry on and pro- 
mote: heavenly. intereſts. : Zirws'41'8,  Thi3i 254 a 
faubful ſayings... 62d theſe rhing s BPypill chat 'thou 
effi conſtantly, «that they. have believed 
n.Ged, might be careſuld to maintain good works": 

90%, cum. Tatione & 'contilis' exercers the 
word is, might. ſtudy; deviſtz%ind beat theit 
brains how might. do- :-That's- the 
wimper-of earthly hearts: alto x- they will be 
plotting and contriving waies a means how to 
Kia cauthly: inteveſts, Phyli $294 Who nojnd 
_ earthly 


& 


is theibeſt: Trade," 
earthl things, U ro) (iy fs, 
thoughts: are inthe wel the 
ir,)!that is, they are wholly | | 
earthly. things: - So *tis with a. hoon 
"is taken up. abows-the thi YH Hodge, 5: 
lajes holy plors,: how-to keeke down|the world 
and corruptiqn-ia.;the ſoul,:and+-hdw romake 
the moſt of.alk. it hath and+doth rfor\Heaven, 
to ſecure his intereſt; -and enlarge" his: 
above : So far;as the heart" is RNs. ſo'far Is 
it deſigning for Heaven. - - -\-: 
 Sixthly,/ A beaventy heart iv0fted ard; mfluen= 
ced by. heavenly:mocives:and arguments; _ 
is nothing ſways: more 'with>u! heavenly: 
. than reaſons drama from! heavenly iebings, head ea”. 


yehly: pleaſures}: heaventy hbagors; —_— 
treaſures will doinivre- with: a 'heaventy, tia 
- than any arguments drawn from things of' this 


life.” The nature? oPthe heartis\ "Kfriown 
by the motives: that.are' nioſt!porene- wivtt ivi4 
A:carnal heart. is bemgod carfia} things; Wha 
nar F{al. \4þ'6/ But a Hivittal 
hearr: wits tal :"Loreh Life "arp 6 
tonthiberighce cipets #s"; © Dos "wilt 
NS od Gt 3 "bd Abs ahans. weil 

;thoogh in- «Wilderneſs: 
David'valves Mow 'bywhac/ir hath of: God 
in ic, an coonts thar moſt 'pleaſapt and rick 
he pe nee bf of - 6, 


joy 
God, how he may —— peace and boliogſ 


with- 
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Kithin, and-otder. his / converſation aright ito 
_ God, .and.you will ſooner win ſuch a 

rt; than-by all the choiceſt propoſals of this 
life.-. Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his 
way ? Pſal. 19. 9: Who;ſbalt abide in thy tabir= 
agcle ? Plalir5. 1. Who will riſe up for me againſt 
exM doers ?: Vial. 94.16. How might 1 do to get 
aibetteriheatt fito:be more rich towards God? Oh 
that one would: grue:me' drink of the. waters of the 


Weſt of Bethlehem 12.Sam. 23.15. How might. 


| T do for ſome fore-taſtes of the: rivers of pleaſure 
at: the right-barid-of God ?. and to eat of the tree 


ef: life in the midſt of the Paradiſe of, Goa, Reva 
2:7.: Theſe-are the moſt raking/-things with.an; 


heavenly ſoul;;/ his choice, his-delights and rran- 
ſendent intereſts lie on the; other ſide! of this 
World, even. within the borders of [omanucl's 


Land: 406443 ALNIUU af 3 {ow 161 $4410 7 TOS {1573 © 
1 \$eyenthlys: heavenly beart-is: a: heart that! 


liyes/upon beavenly things, and is maintained by: 
ptay ihons ferch'd from Heayen,; nouriſhed-up 


inthe: words: of: Faith, 1 Ta. 4-6, deſire the: 


fiacere milk of the: Word, that: ye; may grow 
thereby, 1 Pex. 2.3, My .meat and drink is to 
do;the will-of ,bjm that - ſept Mme; fob. 4-34» 
Earthly hearts. are. maintained; by-carthly com- 
forts ;: like; the ;Crows, they; live 0g carrion 
but:heavenly hearts live upon beayevly things, 
they feed on the fineſt Wheat; and; like the /u- 
dian Bird, Ule malim, that lives upon the dew,” 
and; of: the juice of Flowers and Roſes ;. heavenly 
fuls-proſper.:beſt on heavenly, pulſe.and: water : 
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| pe hely, ras Si exon i: | 


All th IP 2h can Siler 
bor Hi reg wo 5h RE Pa pPs 
[ Fog aw him 


| Thy oy pies mh he wh is at, A Watt vs oh Rory 


fG I k Xp iſes 
Je 1 ANT ON e will 


pwn by heavenly ew 

I WR bs, Iſa, 4. 3. 5 ar me; _ 

Fi wil TE ad fre, of &, KAY Fi 
b rſgdga by t evi kak uth; 

| | Foe i hear hah Ah ſaies ; 4 le 4 s 
Alle, 


en ly. thi n it ati 
5 Tn : ShiTe 
| , plcaſe NG I aME- 


fon can Appore his h 
SFr: the pf cat and Fheſe end on N 


& "xn Fi or that alling, 
rg me *% is in Viet ro b cſs'ſs ; 
No m6 os ie meth, tos ifie. his of to 
r at .in th e to en ”y 
5 ge vio a 700 here, [ peas, 
to ber >#g 


/ r, deemet tid. 
, Xt i God in all't 
$4), A Pet. 4-11. 
ST, TEA 


| 1g0t 
IG cl wt ie th 
UG | Gods' works, .an d be 
of man's alſo. All employments run out. of their, 
prop r\chanel, oh &y tend, not to this Ocean 6f 
| &; 91 glory - As G God is the Alphs, "Th moſt 
e the On 4'of YL, ion ; the: firft 
muſt he ] Ei hath ma all r 57.8 
for himle] Prov, fk, oth; Wn, him belongs the £-e 
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Tas from death, ſo) of life, P[al. 68. 20. Nothi 
1s furthe proryreby bt us God's Rn 
nds [pol] heavenly work, and heavenly ends 
"pars an excellency on carthly work. Chriſtians, 
/ 5 careful ot gon a all you do: "Tis not 
 Fenough to do things that are right, if you are 
not upri [hr in them : That's aofarRtified work 
,.Which , hath not holy aims, and God for [its 
Jaſt.end... To follow. your. callings, that you 
might live honeſily in the fight of 'men ; that 
you. might provide for your own, and have a 
Comperency in_ the. world, to carry you com- 
forcably through it, is lawful, as ſubvrdinate 
ary ends, . but not as your chief and laſt 
,.to_ which all your ,aftions muſt /be di- 
efted ; that muſt be ſingly and ſupremely the 
ye ing and honouring of God 'as your higheſt 
_ Fifthly, Another part of this Heayenly Trade 
is driyen on & -maingain'd in heavenly thoughts: 
Thoughts are the. cmbriq and ke lp of 


ations, which alſo come under the copnifance 
and government of 'Religion.  'Tis a com 


but carnal. principle, and falſe aſſertion, 


mon, 

d falſe n, that 
thoughts are free : They ate free indeed froth 
= eftion of men, but not from che eye 
nd, judgment of God, who ſearcheth the hearts, 

"and eigheth the ſpirits, Fer. 27. 10. and will 
bring every ſecret thing into judgment, Ecele], 
I2, I. Solomon = aha , The thonghts of fooliſt- 

Beſs 15 fin, Prov. 16. 2. Prov. 24. 9. And Peter 
tells us, that the rhoughts of the heart need 

forgiveneſs, As 8.22. not onely ſinful aftions, 
bur ſinful thoughts are forbidden, Dex. x5. k+ 

a 


exoreaſe 2; That. is, their thoughts 
ing on truth, buſily empipycyl ro find out! 
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26nd the ery. thoughts\as well as wotds and. 
lives of Chriſtians,  are.to/-Þe drought under the. 
obedience of Chriſt, 2:Gor. z9.-5; The Idea-and 
platform . of every. copfiderace ation; is-firſt 
drawn in the mind and - inyard-thoughts : - No 
work is -rightly 'done.;that' wants previous 
thoughts and conſideration. Prov.16.9..4 man's 
heart deviſeth his way ; he weighs, conſiders and 
deliberates-about the way! heis tro go in, and 
the courſe of life he is to drive ; he counts the 
time, colt, and every thing that muſt go to his 
work. Frov. 31.16. She. confedereth a field and 
bujeth it., | So "tis in this Heavenly Trade z there 
muſt be deviſing of the way, ſerious thoughts 
and conſiderations, hovy , to. taanage it -to-;beſt 
advantage z how to get in, and pat off wiſdom's 
goods ; how. to ſtrengthen , grace, - to . diſparelt 
duty, to obtain the fayopr-of; God, and dwell. m 
his preſence ;- -how to-improye mercy, and-how 
to.enſure glory. The - Heavenly: Trade can.ne= 
yer be carried on without heavenly thoughts; 
Inward working 'thoughts about: God and. goo 
lineſs, are,of -wondertul:;uſe to further a; holy 
life: They/warm and chear the, heart, under 
troubles, Pſal.g4.19. engage and fix it on Ged, 
and render his preſence (deſirable:  Heayenly 
thoughts fire the heart;- and inflame it to holy 
aCtions,; P/#l. 139. 17+: Pſab:39: 3. abd are'd- 
choice preſervative againſt. fin,- Pſal: 4-4- ::Tis 
greatly uſeful to encreaſe knowledge, and attain 
ro-deep wiſdom and underſtandivg: Dan. 14: 


Many | ſpall ran,to. and, fro, 44d Lronleier foul 


\ 


mean 
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mining of the word; looking on one fide, and on 
(hs ther: fide (Cacth Me." Fenner) | and ' by this 
mefris' ) jo ir om thriving - in knows | 
ſedper Men wilt never be religious to purpoſe; 

Ke their crafts-mafters in this Heavenly Trade, 
rilleey be-more ſpirituat and heavenly in their 
ch - Chriſtians, miake-conſcience of your 

Þ6ughts; they aſt come ro. j ;. waſh 
| Y6br hearts from whenee they cone, Fer. 4.14. 
ai@ warelv your” thoughts whirther they-go j 
check your ' thoughts when they .begin to 
wander 3. quicken your thoughts - when. flat ; 
your thoughts whers floating ;  ſpiritualize 
jen-wWhen carnal ;/ exerciſe rhem when ſlorh- 
fulgſct rhem on their proper and profituble 0b- 
aid hold them. ro their - work in. divine 
heavenly . medication: every- day, which is 


pe vf your Heavenly Fradeand hath might 


c60 ſoul-etiriching, Pſal. 4:4. Pſul.63.4, 
Pal. 104.34 Gen, 4463. Pſal. I2, Pfali79 x2, 
P x#39i8, 5 > [0 QRNULI Y 
- - Mediration is a calling in'the thoughts from 
> firaglitigs and undbe  employments, fixing 
thefiy on, -#nd hokinp them-to their pecutiar 
work: Tis the trayveFof the! mind in the ſeaveh 
offothe-fpiritual good, from ſuch #hings' as du 
nd- dence” hay. before (it; it weighs 
digs and - ations -in-the 'batlahce of ruth 1 it 
turns things up-fide down, and looks on-both 
Hides; and. through them; that it muy "Take; 3 
ages of them : *Tis the running to 
fro\ofehe copitations to encreaſe knowledp! 
Dan. 1%, 4. Meditation ſifts chings/and't 
to'divide the flower froth the bra,” widigrith - 
UE 27s $4 From 


cd 
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from errours ; it helps to a_clearer and mote 


ſenſible view-of truth and e cellency ; with 
Chymiſt, it extradts the, hs and quifir 
of things.z it. warms the.h ad KA 


fe&tions, raiſes deſires, A, a wi £3 
lighrens and enlivens Be os He and {hel 


to feed the ſoul on divine truths, to fea ity 
divine love ; it draws nouriſhment froy 4! 

nances, ſweetneſs from promiſes, injtructions 
from the cxeature, and-gaed from proyidehices. 
Withour, Meditation a. perſon.cannot receive rhe 
good that's offer'd to.him, or. do the good that 
48 required of him. The Word prea ache oth 
not profit hearers, for. want of edirath n.c0 
-digeſt It ; threarnings, | romiles, counſels, en- 
_couragements, don't. aftect-the ſoul, or, effect 
their errand and Tad for: want yl 62 Highs 


I 
Io * nc? 


: © jp . 


"of fry pt, Nene and conte! 
aMcdirate on God, his Word and Sf on the 
Soul,-its being, - immortalicy, dutics, evils, and 
-intexeſts 3 on/the the World, its vanity and 
rrmprneſs ON Sin, its nature and tyes ; on Ho- 
1s, its excellency and bleſſed advantages ; on 
ach, Judgment and Eternity, with whatever 
"night viel inſtruftion and profit : Urge .thy 
\conſtience with the. command of God, the. p 

"ice of the Saints, the great neceſſity; A 
| | T 3 many 
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dvantages” of this duty ; confider the 
_ La uſual averſheſs of thy heart to it, 
dorh manifeſtly 'befpeak A ſpirituality 
2nd excellency ; for the” more natute is indiſ- 
Ps Gary: 0 ty, the more of God is uſually in 
wy PI think alſo of thy manifold loſſes 


dvantages. thou haſt ſuſtained by thy 
+ of it, 5. pray hard for the ſpirit to 
ſoul'in;t Us the performance of it ; 
AK hints I can Gal leave with thee without 
er enlargement, leſt ir ſhould ſell this 
olyme beyond its defigned bounds. 
Sixthly, If you would drive on this heavenly 
Tr G you. muſt be keeping up heavenly con- 
day, and upon every occaſion ; 
; ny of \fearthly Trades is carried on by earth- 
Fas diſco1 yries, this way they drive bargains, and 
þarxer a ; Al goods : a great many words oft- 
times go to chaffering, buying and ſelling : and 
ſq 1s. it in this heavenly Trade ; Religion is 
much advanc'd by a ſpiritual improvement of 
mens talk and converſes ; this way did the 
ſearers of. God keep alive Religion in evil 
times, when other helps 'were wanting, Mal, 
3- 16. Prov. x0. 21, By this ſouls come' to be 
fed and nouriſhed in their holy Faith, x Tim.4.6, 
A great deal of good or hurt comes by mens 
diſcourſes. O the miſchief Chriſtians do to 
each other. by their vain, carnal and earthly 
communications when they come together ! 
Evil communications corrupt good manners, I Cor. 
\ I5+ 33. Whoſe word doth cat as doth a ; canker, 
2 Tim. 2. 17. This way does Satan put off much 
gf ! his wares, even by Wiſdom's Merchants, 


making 
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making them to weaken, cool, deaden; ror 
rupt one anothers. ſpirics., ſtir up, feed. and-. 
ſtrengthen cach others corruptions., become. 
temptations and provocations to one another 
to fin, by their f(inful.. corruptions : "Tis fad to 
think how.the work of .Gad. ceaſes, and the 
work of i Satan proſpers this way : ;Perſons 
come warm ſometimes from a Sermon, and are 
ſoon cooPd:by imperrtinent-and vain diſcourſes 5 
come from ſecret. duty, when their [hearts 
are quickned, and raiſed, and preſently deadned 
again by ſpirit-quenching diſcourſes. . Q.how. 
many labours of the Saints and Servants of 
Chriſt, and how many ftrivings of the Spirit are 
overturned, and come to_ nothing by vain and 
rotten diſcourſes ! no wonder the Apoſtle_tells 
us, The tongue is a fire, a world of aniquity z..5t 
defileth the whole body, and ſetteth on fire the 
courſe of nature, and is ſet on fire of hell, Fam.3.6. 
Through the organ of an unſanCtified tongue 
doth Satan ſhoot his fire-balls of temptation 
into the hearts of hearers : are you afraid of 
that fire which burns down your houſes ? be- 
ware of that fire that burns down ſauls to hel], 
*Tis no ſinall part of a Chriſtian's wiſdom to 
ſpeak-a word in ſeaſon, and to order. (as his 
converſation ſo) his converſes to edification; 
When the Apoſtle preſſes the Epheſians to wiſ-- 
dom, Eph. 5. 17. the next thing he adyiſes to is 
holy conference, ver. 19. by mens language are 
they known of what Countrey they are ;. ſo 
are perſons diſcover'd , whether Citizens of 
Heaven, or the World, by their ordinary and 
deſir'd language, 'Tis faid of Augaſtine, he 
T 4 wene 
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pete to'h- aſt, as +0 a 'COn- 
| _— eff6l: "Be "that ts 
A Jeu POS ogy 
WT; Jkt torkith br Heavey's "tbove all ; 

at e Hat "4p Der dj'e The #6 TT, 
LF #0 wif be ſpeaking of wee 
"Tretich he :leatint' bf Gull : 
oy Bae of "Bis Peart bring 


+ The'tohiput is but 
Ytie ow thee tells 
Es h,/#6d draws ogt-of | 

'bſe to fig our Whit 
OS Li h'by the'cofdar of the 
Hi, the 'Wite?s waſh away from' the 
| Rnd -ifthe Attaris Be low,” he ſptifg is 

ſeak's "an'empry Heart yields empry diſcoutles; 

"yr wot; Jie ſo albe juſtified, "or condemned : 

; tk; ate JufP is \ as, choice Jiber, Prov. 
To, = t itls Ghrithing to choſe that art 
gt oh 'Py'to ate o "Phe Tie FI health; ' Prby, 

wv. 7 fen Ea: hes ſound” and whollome 
ordsto''t He Wn rhning of hearers : *tis'faid 
5 the Joſe [e, that 'ber” ips "ad drop 'as "the 
ney-rons and" milk 'are' under ber thi 
e's Pre 1d 'the rvof” of 0 f her” mouth Tike - he 
belt We thar coeth town ſweetly, Caiifing 'the 
of Hoſe that 'art aſlttp*to' ' JPtak, "Cant. G 9. "i 
goubtleſsis one rexfon'of the little chrivi $f. 
2hriltizfs in comminiotthis da? , tis from thelr 
Ro and carhal cotarhujiſtatidns ; this farves 
ibn both'm th ' wh 16ul, and inthoſe thu 
[ok erſeſt with ; tis ' nor" maintained: by *gra- 
tous conyerſes, and ſoul- -cdifying diſcourſes, 


* Chit 
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Chriſtians, lay this to/heart ; hiw#*tim you be 


- the'charge of all that decay in'godlmels 'this 


day gpon your non-improvement* of 'this'part 
of out Bets Fradet 5 1 9007! Bal 
' Laſtly, Then: d8Jyon carty 6n the heavenly 
Trade, when'y rove 'every thing 'to het- 


venly advantages, gerting good 'from every 
thing You meet with, do, or enjoy. *Tis ſo in 
earthly Trades, all men ſeck their 'gain-from 


their quarters, '/ſa. 56. 11. endeavanir to tarh 
every thing ro'ſome profit : Aniſ'fo ſhould hea- 
venly Traders be'gerting ſome 'fpiritual good 
from eyery thing that comes unter their hang, 
and in, rheir'way, if 'ever they intend to thrive; 
this comporrs with 'the great defign of God in 
all his adminiſtrations to' his people, which is 
ro do them"good. Who ſed rhe ts the Wilderne* 
with Manna, which thy Fathers knew not, that he 
might humble thee, and that ' he might prove thee, 
ro do thee good at the latter end, Degr.'$. x6, "To 
this'end are his providences diretted : The hand 
"of okr God ir open all them for Je feek him, 
Exra'8.22. And this leads to the aecompliſh- 
'menr' of the *protmiſts rowards 'Betievers : ' 
'will' fret mine eyes pon the for good, Per. 24."6. 
I'will nor 'turn away*from them 'ro'do x ea 
*#00d, 7er. 32.40. All their” occurrences are 
*broughr «df romiſe of wofking for good, 
"All rings; the 'beft and worſt” things of provi- 
"dence, ſhall work for good to them that love Gol, 
Rom. 8.28. And why is this? .but that practi 
_ ous, ſouls ſhould be expecting good from every * 
*thing, every affliftion, as well as mercy, that 
doth betall them 5 and be camporting = all 
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their capacities, with this deſign of God, by an 
improvement, of all, to fy great. end of ſoul- 
advantage; , What more good, O Lord? was the 
uſual ſaying of 2 godly man, ,when the Lord 
brought any:new affliction ypon him, with which 
he was much exerciſed, an which he ever 
got ſome ſpiri ual. advantage. 9 

. . For this end are gracious ſouls made capable 
to uſe their mercies, to bear and improve their 
afflictions to ſome ſpiritual good ; they have a 
principle of grace planted 'in, their hearts, and 
of Jirine light into their minds ; and have  re- 
ceived rules and. inſtraftions of purpoſe, that 
they might be- able, to. reach this end: [They 
are made men; of wiſdom for this end, that 
they might hear God in affliction, Mic. 6.9. 
and ſee' God in 'mercies ; and are skilPd in di- 
vine Chymiſtry, . that they might excratt the 
on Tee and good -_ ant; con- 
dition, duty 'and mercy. Twas ſaid of pious 
Mr. Ded, p, be uſed ta turn Earth into Mea: 
wen by a wiſe and "lb improvement of all 
egrthly affairs. , A. bleſſed metamorphoſis ! and 
. - an argument of excellent skill and: high attain- 
ment in this heavenly Trade, to turn Copper 
, and Braſs into, Gold, and tp convert every 
thing, the, worſt, thiogs .to ſome good. This 
(Chriſtians) is your priviledg, duty and intereſt, 


0.to manage eyery affair, condition,occurrence 


and experience, as to help on your ſoul-enrich- 
gs, 31rf3. Trig © . | 


. There 


- 
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There are nine thi s Eſpecidll which Chriſtians 

be cateſal ST je e - ſome þ Cir 
to e, to be getting good from them, to the! furs 
't e of. their z 10n,, nears mort 
fication-#0 fn, the world, and ſelf; to the 
thening of their ir graces, raifng their 
quickning to duty, preparation for death, gies 
every trial in the way to it ; ani for m—_ 
their meetneſs for glory. 


Firſt, Priviledges are one thing: which Be- 
levers ſhould be getting g od _ = theſe 
great and noble ends of fj piriral. wc 
heavenly Trader-hath Sie privl mak wh 
may afford ſoul-profit, | -- 


Nawal »- 
There are {eons 
Spiritual 


All which may contribute ſome profit to hs 
improvers - of them ; Parts, Youth, Health, 
Strength, are part of Nature's creaſure, and''to 
be husbanded to the uſe and:ſervice of rhe ſou] : 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe talerits the 
bolder gives to his Family, (though in different 
meaſures) for improvement, and fingulari mer- 
"cies they are, if well uſed to the Donorfs-chds 
- and direQtions. A humble uſe> of Parts>to-the 
-good of others; and ſetting of wit,”  mtmory, 
reaſon, with the choiceſt intelleQtuals; and rich- 
eſt endowments of the rational mind, on the | 
ſeryice of the ſoul, 3 Epiſt. Foh. 2, making chem 


hewers | 
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hewers of wood, and drawers of nigra for the 
:fanftnary of the 'Lord': A fhaving. and paring 
-off of -the excrements .and froth of wit, that 
they. may become ſracites,: and devoted 'to 
Orgy =, and ſpiritual uſes, Dewr.21,12, 
Foul km aner .\the:; government of .the 
bay pprovenent. of them .in this 
heavenly: Trade. ove L, 
You: that thave Parts and: kabilliments of 
Mind, do not proſtitute thema'to\ the pleaſure of 
the fleſh, and the ſervice of ſin, bur reſign them 


with enverwifdom, andencreaſes [in the know- 
#edg'i of God, avhich brings »ſalvatian, When 
Tprightly Parts and. (parkling \Wirt are inlaid 
with grace, then are they as Hm of - Gold /rin 
works of Silver, Prov. 25. 11. O how amia- 


foned with gra 192 rape per fund: with M1 oy pts 
and Frankincenſe,and: beſprin with the Pow- 
__ of the Merchant, = 3.6 

'! Vouthfal-riane is; another privileds for. ſoul- 
371is the morning-of the ſoul's day, 
othebeſband-moft uſefulipart-of time, when: ap- 
_ : propviared toi Got)and divine uſes :; what -ad- 
-wantageohave ſuch;for warmth-of affeRtion,and 
diſpatches of :driry 2 ' wheneasidecrepit: age; like 
-an'emericed Souldier, 'hath worn. qut, :its>fer- 
- -yiocable: capacities ; and \as/ the Lerting+Satyls 
»attended with eveniig-cold,-and ſhadows, apd 
the: cloſe, of - Working uſeful. time. .Ochownn- 
-(ſerviceable-:ig>ol& age for: -the work 
26f che mew-birth, when Confeience is, funk 
Nog into:the deeps of guilt':-when the _ 


4 
# 


e6irheiuſe of the fpirit;>rowards your enrichings 


le are theſe endowments of 4 vi when _— 


|” wow ang uwwog DO ar pPawnDbeogmpoonvkpysi2D 
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ons/are:clogg'dwith.'rhe dirty; things! of this 
world, and. preengaged ta.othey; Lovers z..29d 
when. the mazrow:ofnaturcs-fircogebh hes heen 
eaten:ous by the waſting ſeryife of Gn, 
and amazing'a work the: (vation of a:fintwte; 
thar/it deſerves a-ſabjec} of: ages wv) nag 
cities to be compleated in, _ and; tranſfed 
And then is; yourht profirably .þene; When: @ 
yored'to God ahd taken up. in the-great. matrexs 
of alvarion. :;Youi that are  yet-im'your youth 
and morning-time,>let God haveiohe' ſpring: of 

{| your time, the firſt-born of your fRrength,; and 
hel ripe ftuns:of your capacitiesp let not youth» 
a leafures hdve the flower: of: 


yaur time; end 
I / 0606 Jar bran for God _ yaur 


OF - 


gl You that haveiſt a healed 
ful-remper, put-ib to'the beſtruſe- far your hea- 
venly intereſt. Are you ſtrong:t6: labour?! work 
buryour falvation;-!labour fofi. the; bread. that 
endurerth; you-that have legy, . uſe them while 
you have them; to carry you! up.andidows after 
yor''muſt cat: dread;.in the! ſweat Zo 
your brows,: Ter; it be. the bread bf your: Far 
ther's houſe.» If you rhuſt riſe up eatly, ſit np 
lite, break your reft, exhauſt ybar fivength 

it:aot be al for'the'warld; ler Chriſt have ow 
of your ſtrength, before all be goes yea;T you 

tave any, let Chriſt have all. 22: | 
-" As there are naniral priviledges, Gaps there 
providential priviledges 4 which! are the ca- 
pacities thar providence di ſome, of 
and revciving good beyond others, . as [i 


, peace; plemy,” with other ourward mer- 


cies 
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| cies, all which are to be husbanded to the beſt 
a#dvanrage of your ſouls. 

7 Have you? Petter” wich men 7 -improve it to- 
wards the © ; and' ſecuring your Peace 
with God : ' Your firmeſt leagues with men will 
hold bur alittle while ,_ if your covenant with 
God be broken; what can favour with men pro- 
fit'you, if you have frowns from God ? If men 
ſhearh up -rheir: ſwords, and God's be drawn; 
caſe 1s dangerous, and full of trouble. Make 
this uſe alfo;of thy preſent Peace, to prepare for 
furure /trouble;' and ro be (the better. arm'd 
op trials come z be 1 not all thy ſtore 

preſent Peace and Comfort, but. ſave Fon 
ro Lure for-times of need. ' God gives thee 
a breathing-time, that thou mayeſt hold 'out 
the betrer in. thy» race';/ and ſpares thee a little 
reſt; that 'thou-..mayeſt be wry fitrer for: apt 
preventing trouble: |: 

Have you'Liberry'?- rake: heed. 'of yokes: of 
boidage, G.dl.g. F.” and ſoul-ſtraitnings. If God 
Teri: you'at .do not imprifan your ſelves:to 
the world atill icarnal fuſts : nk body out of 
mm ' abour-xo get: out wy uw alſo , Pſal. 
ba wt .'/ Are thy feet enlarged er thy heart 

arged un fre the _ of is command» 
ments; P/akizdg.' 132: Make'the moſt of your 
Lilberry m doing fervice to God, in attending on 
his appointments,and.in taking; all opportunities 
of doing ſalvation-work, and:enjaying falvation- 
belps: Be:like your Lord, going up and denn 
doing good, white you have bpportunity,fo 
"| 35. If yow have/ſpare time, or can r 
A double diligence from your. carthly botnck, 
ay 
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Jay it out for God'and his people 'In' religions 
duries, Chriſtian yiſts,; holy conferences : 

time may come'you may with fo ir Slay a_privi- 
ledge, and long to ſee one of thi Uaies of che 
Son of man. 

"Have you yet a liberal portibi 'of the oh 
things of this life ? is oa garner full 2 1g 'y 
table fpread, yonr cup overflowing'? ha 'h n_— 
ſenſe bf theſe mercies now, as: Wiirey- peovifi 
to warm your hearts then, hed you may 7 not 
have them to warm 'and our bodies, 
and lay them - out” to refreſh” PRIEED bh 'thar 'wahtit 
them, that they” may bleſs God” for'you,"gto- 
rifie God.in you,” and ' rocure merey for yor iþ 
the day of need { Make nor' thy felfa lave'ts 
thy abundance}bur make thy plenreous comforts 
Ferviceable unr6 thee. - 903 'H; 

- There are Spiritual Priviledges't60, the wo 
of ſome,' and*calls'for great''mprove 

There are Perſona] *Priviledges, the - Srate aa 
_ Spirit of Adoption”; juſtification * -of 

porchaſed right &6 pardon and peace with God, 
Freedom from |condettination, afſirance'sf pre- 
ſevvation | n grace unto glory; with many gifts 
'of grace and ſpiritual favours which” thouſands 
"enjoy not. And there are Publick Priviledges 
"of acceſs to God, communion' of Saints, ' a place 
Within the walls of God's Houſe, wich variety 
"$f ſoul-proviſions, an intereſt in'the promiſes "of 
"God, the prayers and graces 'of his , 
things of infinite worth, and putchaſed ar no 
Tower rate than-the blood of Chriſt: You thar 
are intereſted in thoſe, come under great obli- 
- Forigns ro behold them with WO, 'r 
old 
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Ly wich reemblingand to uſe them wich 
pray or .You that are plant 
ord, Pſal. 92. 13, 14. be 


rs 3 cqntentnot your ſelves wi | 
z priv ring with dogs to feed, on 


rg ex the. marrow, Jics, and, fatreni 
1. Four advantages. Do not. wil 


the door. of your tich 
Four ſares,. when you may go 


"# KY) | 


- mo wy 


inances | Are another 
evers uld be crIDB ſpirizual goc 
ears The: 2 MPS thro 
erneſs, and on. this. this 8. ' 
News. 3.36: ,The(e, a 
och God wat ars his Gardep 3;19Cr 
he Mines, OnnaRcoe ant 


om " 
hich che-Lo5d pours in the © of grace.in 
= Ricks, and Goſpel: Chure 4 
people in t 
ETSY tq fill ayd moptiſh her c| _ 
alife al, 4/4. 66, 4I; Gey, AS 
$9 duch a6 Agora. B, 
hn Ne mrenly Trade: ;; tes - bane = 
<ommodinopymlyichem. A vgs ri | 


wres of Manna to feed, hy 
ag iſt, TE, ver, of, E 
Jorge: incomes: pf ſpiritgal 


them; i Takeheed of ceping ee 
167 playing. vih.chem, leſt. che Lord bar | 
YP> 87; PU You off ; lic at.the, pool fide, DO 
xþe- wells af falyation, and got,onely (PEA C 

;dxaw.out waters of life thence.,for y 96 
"_ For; _ four THINS "Ie ACEGULL : 7 7; 
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by Preparatibn. Fu 
© * Htrontion!©* | | Ae; 
* Rerention, © IL 
* Obedience, Ras os ves | 
Firſt; x! Pripire before 3 beat get the root 


emptied, fweprt and garnithed : For - 
viſions of Chriſt you are called to, b 
pitchers empty and clean, that God "ly 
them : Come not t6 deat food with a foul fto- 
mach, but get your heartrs'purged by fouhd re- 
penrance,' and waſh'd from an evil conſcience, 
and renewed by the Spirit j/ for the tiew wine 
of the Goſpd, x Per. 2: 1,2, 3. They thuſt be 
few born babes, that receive the finches _ 
of the Word;ſo as'to grow thereby, Afar. 9. 
If a dead C Chriſt muſt he lajd in a new rot, 
Mz. 27.66. ſurely a living Jeſus will not-cotrte 
into an old heart, and rotrenſepulchre:” Ke 
oor time before you go to, hear, in ſear 
hn "and Feb eirt wing your waies, itt get- 
ag ies dec Ee fenſe of their” vileneſs, and the ex 
es He nfttheſs of your ſins, that the fallow 
field of Your hearts may beplowed up, and If] 
.fow not among thorns : | Take heed you- bring 
not a Hard heart to heating, When Thr afar 
the 4rrrwn'read Frlgentinss defence of Arpich; 
he praifed his wiſdom, wondered ar his tfo- 
4 quence; -commended his humiliry ; yer had bis 
heart ſo' hardened, that he could not —_— 
the trarh. + To help you herein, ſet Pye 8 
work to beg'down the Spirit”s of afſiſtance;britis 


your hearts to Chriſt vs prayer, that he would 
tmakE 
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make them clean : If he ſay, / will,be-t ho clean; 
. thy Leprofie ſhall be cleanſed. Prayer alſo 
helps you to ao wnd 6 orion, and a bleſſing on 

Hearers prayers help Miniſters to preach, 
Nd themſelves to hear, 2 The. 3.,1. Souls ne- 


RY ver thrive better than when Miniſters and Hea- 


f , | and ra ORIY: Ward. 6a well, 
ne 


y cad ling. niſters (fait 


) Prayer (faies 0 
2h G2, Jeed, ont of the. pl _ 
[oa is the former. and latter rain to make 
7 2 prom Tus continuall if { thou, would 
row. cont After Chrid had fed the mu 
* Fs = wy up .into.a. Mountain; apart to 
Math, 14. v.23. Secret prayer. ( faith 
/ 1), fats, the ſoul, as ſecret morſels feed the 
red efore it 1s. ſaid to be. the. banquet 1 
pre the ſoul, may ſolace her js with God, 


rus; at th a banquet 
Wal s'x and. 7x ap beve TA C4n wiſh, or ne 
Tg 


ly, Take heed bow you. bear, Fa L 
r,ygur lives, ly attention, Wi 
nes (Ek Nh Lmina 


ſhould reach as if O90! were at. their, if 
= hear as 1 f life or, death wert;a 


-; > #y wor her, holy. affection, m: nany, were 


ſf - 
+ 


'x 


oy 


; forthe ro believe:a.1ye,. . becauſe. rhey loved 


he, truth, nor. Dag From the word in the 
cof, 2 Theſ. 2. 10; Jievingly 
he ord preached did, 0 ery cn not 
9" with faith, io them that heard it,Heb.q.2, 
*Tis, by faith the Goſpel Ser OGs Ah | porer of 


ene oraſſe © elf b; -ne ſiuduiſo. I 
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God to falvation,, Rem X, 25\Lde Axal.of God 
Was agk. revealell 00 eafank | | 


was not. believed by eb ea 3 Ts I 
ve giyen-, out Abo bes heari | 
VEF bo to-profit Þy;heating, till you Joyn 
faith vp obs CI] F3 IJVii {#7 
Thirdly, pn HY Woed-you wt m'6 take 
heed of.letring {lip. Res things. you make 
ed, Heb. 2..1- Hold Gf the truth, Cory 2p 
take your -Grown,.Rew.c3+ TE. r orly ira | 
{yl ws Hs but lorry of nfs x Ne? ; 
'FOrge Eaferg Li ders 1 
diſobedience: IS fag ofcheir 
0 0 oy po Tha-texſon of, ie il 
trqudle-at ke ſeputcure at:Garilt, was 
in. gi "ppc 5 ew, .they w EE 
wWaat Ud..ta:them \when WAaSIn, 
bile, Lukes 24-16: . Bad ihemorits chayt> any 
Dr the Com inet Bonar a aleogn 
ter's cept 
you, and bring it to renin ap 
opens;;;the hearg. t6otgkerin! the: Wendy's Td 


rayer ſhacs the heakts wp> keep. in! the Word +: 
ap megitatian-ofthis Word,P/ob 2.1 1, gx; 
thi clews the cud, 4nd gets/-o0r 


and nutritive vittue: of it-unto-; the beart1an 
life; ,;This way'the come tobe nv 
plancrd);by ;the waters files; that BF foftli 
much fraic in their ſeaſon; 2/ad.” x. 11G 2100! 
Fourthly,.. Qbedicnce / of the Ward. helps. co 
profiting. -The, worth of Divine Trurhs i8-gever 
fally-known'/ pri! chey; areliv'd upoh: 3 nar2its 
virrue fe{rrill we cleave.to-it in our converſation. 
Prov. 4. 6:. Forſake her ww and foe ſhell. ow 
Z Fee ' 


2 Tho Trade 
letie her ffiand Jhe ſpall ep thee." Verſ. 12 Then 
thuxryodfty thy ſteps ſball not be ſtr aitniet; antl when 
that ruhneft os ene Primble.' O the feers 
neſszrhe pleaſure, -rbeifytenpth ' the'bleſſeaneſy 
chas. chey loſe who ohely look on troth;” bur 46 
_ _— it! Strangers to a holy 1if@tnbddle'” not 
thar' wrtþodp in the. Word and 
donde ; Prov, hey oh 197 Her waitfkvtn waves 
of plenſanmmiſe,: avid all 1# paths' kre-"pence.” The 
f-Godiyies ourBut. half its Freerneſs 
> or Padre 'the3 way” and mw Kok Meh, 
P £1." Ink eherfi theres} £r6- 
1My Berks! 0g fads Mr: WW11- 
td Diper, U ponthisxleathibed; 1 Thar-the bout 
Ke eek and F- at ot made pr ro 
and 1 had\ho fth joy "as Th" dom 


y art «br ras do bis Colvin ; 


ors be 


nn 01 i yAind by "$0 

| Thitthly'{Ger allthoxg00d yor-can FUpPro- 
viderides;': frony2firourables Provi $2" rd 

fre: frowning' Prov iiitives's7Dheſs) gre rhe 
Norrieant che:Soutte winds, 'whichth&Buloved 
cauſes:20 dlow2upont His garden, 2Cia#9244; x6; 
rtrar'rhe ſpiors might floog-forth;-'Probidences, 
whetheriptoſperoug 'st wflictive;attdtrdfaved 
ſouls bur the fulfiſling of Divine! oh * and 
cheqcebmpliſhment of precious promiſe, which . 
figned for the ad of Believers. Obſerve 
the Providences of 'God if you! would*” ger go 
from'thence. © Obſervably chin s (fairh: Ny 

7 ict 4s Juy's _w boys. are given tio ſer 


VArion, 
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vation;'> Doth God 'bring' thee under ſhillive' 
Providences? get ſoty&good ofromy them In 
theſe the 'Lord writes! ſepibie chirafters6f-his' 
Covenatit-love' to his pe6ple:- Oiread theftren- 
dernefs-tove, bounty and falthfalneſ# of 'Godin 
them, and be affeted't! 'Gerthy heart tb write 
back iletters' of love-ati# thahkfulneſs ta*God' 
again ;-') Entertain giving! ® Providences? with 
thankſgiving hearts, and*thefacrifice of pranle, 
2 Chron. 29. 31. Let the Lord comfnanicute' 
with you:concerning receiving /as well ds giving, 
Phil. +4; \X5.: If left-hdnd'mercies flow i von 
you, take heed Teſt 'thoſe floods break "their 
bounds; 'and carry away the banks of. out af- 
fetions and circumſpetion. Chriſtiatis] *is'a 
fafe'rale'ro fear your 'mercies as well as aMi- 
Rions : There is uſually Jeſs fear, and therefore 
more danger of profeſſing friends, than pro- 
feſſed enemies. *Twas the prayer of Queen El; 
zabeth, ' To be delivered from her friends, .as or 
her - egggmnies ſhe would t ake care of theni. 'Fur- 
ther, Tfyou' have now a fpring-tide of outward 
| mercies, prepare for low-waters : The comforts 
of this world-are not ſtandifig pools, but ranning - 
ſtreams, androlling Seas; that ebb and-flow; ex- 
pect not too. much from them; entertain: your 
comming thercies as ſtrangers, who have their 
time to' go as well as come':” The Lord gives,and 
the Lord takes, Fob x. 21. EN Ns 
' Get good alſo from taking. as well as giving . 
Providences ; 'be bleſſing God for them: : 'There 
is more | felf-denial. and pure love to God'ex- 
preſſed in fuch acknowledgments, than in praiſes 
for beſtowitig.mercy, ob 1. 2. Beſides, divine 
| TE "PN grace 
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grant; runs as; wellichrangh the)empry chanels, 
as! broad, &reams. of,gutmard comfarts:'Tis the 
ſagceband. of the Father] that uncloaths; which 
drefles;;þis children; the Fork as- well as-the 
Rake belongs -t; the1 Cavenant . of Grace and 
Peace; atither'is love:or hatred known by rhe 
things, Erpleſ 9. 3.1: Some: have - never-ifoind 
m—_ than when they hoe loft all :::The; Lond 
4Mes, makes: mens {;lofſes' their-gains, ' and 
PE earthly ehyigs. their £* 0D 
laſh Alles; and-found --a Kingdom: Sen 
found hig{crvants,.. and loft his life :.-Place not 
then your, happineF, no. nor your comforts 1 in 
theſe; things : How many-prick rheir fingers ta 
get a few fading Roſes, which as ſoon wither 
as they are pluck'd 2: Think well of God' under 
ſcattering | Providences, «nd believe' he loves 
You: 26. much when he removes your: mercies; 
as when be gives chem: Look to God in Provi- 
pew ſee wheice thoſe winds come har blow 
down your houſes;”and ſcatter your-.comforts; 
enquire wherefdre God contends with you, Fob 
IO. Ac TEE mw that _ which | devours 
year g9urd; breed in[ your ſecurity; 'pride, un- 
thenkfulha, and abuſe pf them, while you had 
then ?-ſeerch. out: the: cauſs of God's dilplea: 
me z Jaſtifie God 1m it; and bear his indignation 
vmbly.; come.down ;athis feer,- kiſs Ks h 
= ear the voice of jt ; This is 2 get g 
fromthe. worſt of Providences. , 
Fourthly, Ger'-gopd: from! the world, and 
things thereof; by ſeing'its' wiles and deceits 
tulteſs, its yanity and emptineſs,” Afarkiq. 19, 
The world is 'a ding thing, ther fiſkioh6E:& 


+ 
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paſſeth away and it is gone. Trades-men-care not 
for. over-much of thoſe [goods : that are :ſ&6an 
out of faſhion, Eccleſ,” x; 2. O- care not for 
the-world,' the n_ whereof ſoon: 
away ! x Cor. 7. 31. The world isa dirty thing 
*tis hard to touch it, and not- be defiledc Th * 
ſtians, be not like Swine, who love to:pums 
the dirt; and if you : would” keep youn-ſclyes 
-unſpotted; take heed of the world. The wotld 
is a heavy ponderous/ thingy by faith-make it 
portabje,'and"more eaſieto be born, 2 Cor.q.17. 
that it may-not clog your feet, and ſtop your 
race towards glory : Faith will ſoon lefſen'your 
'burden, and mend your pace ; it will turn brafs, 
yea clay-into gold, and\mak<e it lighr in carriage. 
The world is a ſtrange Countrey to the Citizens 
of Heaven, 'get good from it, by living as ftran- 
gers.in the world, by making you long the more 
for your” own home, by converting it to the 
ſervice of your ſouls, and intereſt in glory. The 
—_ Caria; when _y ffing, kill bome+bred 
ople; nor. ers... on. Be aſtranger to 
Leq-gudryy md ie ne burr thee. The world 
is a ſubtle-Strumper,ſhun'her embraces, lye not 
in her boſom, ſtop your cars againſt her charms, 
and ſhut your eyes from her allurements. The 
world'is an enemy, bewarc of it.z when it prg- 
\miſes; believe it not ; when it kiſſes: you, take 
heed of the ſword in its hand, 2 Sam. 20. 9, 10. 
when' it cries peace, peace, then fear ſwift de- 
ſtruction; ſet rhy feer vn its fair neck to keep 
itdownz+get it nailed to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and plerced-to dearh with 'the ſword and ſpear 
'ofxhe Spirit. Ger good from every ſtate and 
* | V 4 condi- 
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. © "glotiGod'puts youlinto; whether high : or lom, 
' + pich'op poor: If you are: above-others:1n place, 
+ be above: them in grace; if you enjoy--more 
thaworhers, labout ro: d6/ .more than others, 
. Alazth; 5:47. The higher you-are- the world, 
be much the _—_ ny eyes: .. The 
ralleſtCedars Con mp hips of-rthe greateſt 
durfden:draw moſt. water, and go deepoſk > Ex- 
alted Avgels' rejayce: to 'be miniſtring, Þpirits: 'l- 
Yeathe'Son of Ged delighted in being the ſer- 


ed with/God, andiyet counted himſelf beneath. 


how much the greater.'{ am: ( faich HMaximinns) 
ſo much the more 1 labour; and the more 1 la 
bour, the greater I am. - Paxl. the ichiefeſt Ar 
oftle,. and yet in, his-'0wn eyes: leſs-than the 
eaſt of all Saints, Epheſ. 3. 8. Humble your 


. humble your ſelves; God will exalt you: > -.. 
Have you much of the world ? take heed of 
puffings up ; the more you have, the more-you 
owe; the more you have of: Earthj;'-the 1&f 
you- may have of Heaven : The :poor-'in the 
world may be rich in faith ; andthe tichin-the 
world may be oft-rimes poor in faith :;:If| God - 
give you much here, | be fearful leſt he giye you 
your All here. When.one offered Luther much 
..gold, he proteſted God ſhould: not put; him off 
with theſe things. 'Tis ſaid of Gregory the Great, 
he could never read theſe words, Son, remember 
thog. in. thy life tame receivedſt thy gaod things, 
without horrour and. aſtoniſhment, leſt haying 
ſuch dignities he ſhould be excluded his-partion . 


In 


yant.of men : 7ſ-ael was a Prince, andprevai- | 


the leaſt of all God's: mercies,. Geny32: 10: By id 


ſelves when God exalts you; and;when you | 


BY reverence of the ſtorm, | Ate 


in Heaven.» Have you little in.the world? you 


havethe leſs ro reckon for ; you-have the:leſikr 


temptations, the fewer bryars and thorns to'gb 


throngh. ATEou. can in reputation ?/ you 


are ſo muchathe;Afer, - and the more beneath 
envy. *T;s" mthve Fi _ ( ſaid: Mr. Rutberford 
wo the Lord Keeper)+ ro win Heaven, being , 
rat burden, and in the main Sea, than: 

# a9 veſſels chav. are not ſo much in the merc aid 
ou -low in the 
| world ? the more reaſon youhave to lie low 
un your own ſpirits; a Prince's heart, and a 
car's purſe do not well agree;:Are-you in want.? 
make more uſe of Chriſt's fulneſs:t ;/Tis 1blefied 
miſery that brings ſouls to Chriſt.! for merty:; 
Had: it not been for afflition,. Chriſt: would 

| have had bur little 'company+whiles' in 'the 

\world : The whole need not the Phyſician-z/ the 
\ fick, the blind, the deaf, dumb, and-poſſeſſed of 
| Devils might bleſs God / for- ory maladies, 
"which were the occafions' of bringing-them: to 
the Phyſician of thejr ſouls ag well 3s bodies: 
'Twas well for; the poor Canaavite that/ her 
daughter was ill, for by that means ihe wasput 
upon. ſeeking crumbs, and while ſhe asked for 
them, got the childrens bredd to-hogt,: Math. 
If. 27, 28. 


Fifthly , Get good from: your Calling _ v 


Sr ones + In the, world, by ;preſerving.'2 
of the 'ſhares' and dangers that lie in; the 
-management of them. 'If men would take, a 


ſtrict ſurvey of their Calling-carriages, and.be 


my to their oblrony hey muſſt inceds 4 
fol 
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Cod there-are mavy evils they are guilty of in 


\of  themevery day; cither . 
- Or r- =oink of ary ih decoirfulneſs;, 
carthlineſs, 1 cat els, coverouſ. 
neſs, ares ces. ang "Soi diſcourſes, .multh- 
wde of words, mormuring, unthankfulneſs,with 
many other-'fns'\of omiſſion/ and commiſſion, 
which they. are-cxpoſed -to- in the 'purſuit of 
their E = urhy rage Now when the experience 
and ſenſe do keep them more humble 
and warch d pint the occaſions and ap peer 
Mees of fach evils; when this helps to k 
and melr/the- hearr before the Lord in prayer, 
Ay: eo/Chriſt in che ſenſe of their weakneſſes and 
Inability to hold'up under their temprations-for 
alt eheir help and-grace to ſtand; Epheſ. 5.1 g,r6.. 
And *rhenithey faboor co keep a tender ite; n 
al} their dealings, and a ho Jealouſic of their 
kearrts im every.thing they do ; exerciſing ſclf- 
—_— an$>imontifiedneſs to the world, all 

ehings below, chen rhey ger profit from their 
Callings, PYav; 48. 3. Pſal. 14 z 3. 

| When they make their perricular Callings to 
with; and ſubſerve their general; when 
mens buſinefſes'in the world do- nor.unfit them 
for, bur are helpful -in their religious doties, to 
keep their hearts in a meetneſs for ſpiritual ſer- 
yiee, even while they are in their carrhly Em- 
ployments, maintaining a walk with Godin 
them, 'rhen- get good from their carthly 
Callings, Ppheſ.'6. 18. Titus 3. 1.- Sometimes 
God-cblefſerh: your Callings, and makes ,yoltr 
Þbasket and Rore to z-then tobe cnlarg'd 
in thankfylneſs, and d preſerve the 4 M- - 


is the beſt Trade, oy 
God's goodneſs,” is not onely of Four merci 
dan, avid eek: 


will Aerts the enjoythent - 
With my ſtaff 1 owes this'f 
am become two bands, Gent. 32. fo 7: love bim 
and ſerve him betrer, with more chears 
whe an gladneſs of heart';' ' this be profiting 
by-your Callings, ' | — 
* Sometimes God ' blaſts your latjours'; and_ 
crofleth your hopes, makes a breach upon your. 
Trade, follows you with loſſes -one' after atid- 
cher: In thiscaſe ro look ro the'hand of God, 
to ſearch out God's end in all, to get good by 
it; - ro be rhe more-weaned from the Ag. and 


tpiceaſe from carthly ſtays, is'a profitable uſt 
of your Callings. 

- . Sixthly, Be-getring ſome good from your 
company yon reſide amongft;' meet or converſe 
much 


with: The: Lord offers, and ſouls may 
good this way : O the mercies that deals 
out through mens company} ''Twas well fot 
Rahab that eyer' the ſpies came to her honſe, 
for by that means ſhe obtained rhe ſalvation of 
| bey ſelf and family. What a'mercy *ewas to the 
woman of $4»ari4, when ſhe came ts the my ; 
_ tharſhe found Chriſt there, who inftead of fiſ- 
her pitcher with' peri water, by 
ans got her heart filled with the waters 
lie, fohn 4. 152 What good didthe D 
t by y in the way'to Emmaus, who 
that” means had their cold hearts warmed, 
their weak faith ftrengthened, Lake 25. 15. to - 
the 32:Orhers bave had company fatal to che 
Had |1t-not been' for Poriphar's. houſe ' Zoſeph 


| might Have eſcaped rempraxion [rot 
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Go 3947 484d bad.it not beet for -Phargoh's 
,:,.hehad not learn'd; to ſwear by the life 
eg Gen,*42. I5- Aslong as Peter kept * 
h-the Diſciples, -he was faithful and coura» 
wm. z but, when,once he fell-inro evil company; 
got into the High Prieft's Ha]l,” he preſently 
fell into that fearſul ſin of denying his Lord and 
Maſter, Luke 224.5 5+ When they ſate down foge- 
vher, 1 Peter fate down amongſt them. Chriſtians, 
beware what. ,company' you come into, for the 
peace and welfare (if not the life) of your ſouls, 
Cc concerned in it : Have nofellowſtip. with. 
the. unfruitſul works of darkneſs but rather reprove 
them; Ephe/. FIT. Prov; T; Ig. chap. 4- T4, Is, 
Chuſe not wicked company for advantage ſake, 
as Lotdid; with. the, loſs of his gogds,and hazard 
of his life, and, a,dreadfull fall to boot, Gen. 19, 
I5- 36., Advantage was his end.why he choſe 
the Plains of ;Sodow,, but loſs was the "oe of his 
choice; So Bulaam for Balacks ggods, run him- 
{c]f into thoſe temptations that-coft him. his.life, 
4en. 31. 8:: Go not-into wicked company ex- 
cept duty, call yqu.;. if you have God's warrant; 
you have ce his protection; .and if by providence; 
or in the way, of obedience, you meet with eyil 
men, be good.,with them ; [The Sun (ſaith Dio- 
eres) viſits lhynnels, and is not defiled.] either-by 
taking -an occaſion to do them good, as the /ſ- 
raclitiſh Maid did-;to her Maſter Naaman, di- 
reQting. him. to the Prophet Eliſha for cure, 
2. King. 5. 2, 3. Or. by putting'a ſtop to their 
tin, as David did. Pſal. 75:4, 5. I ſaid wntothe 
fools, deal not fooliſhly, = to the wicked, lift not © 
* your hory, And as ?udab ſought to divert his 


Brethren 


is the bep Trade, *"\\ 
Brechren fromitheir wicked/nenti erpriſe 


has ph, Gen. 37. 26/ 27. Or by mclpte gi 
i, #s-Nehemidh did) the fin of wry rey Nobles, "eb. 
Or by inſtraQting them if ipfiorantias Paul 
ph the Athena Atts 17. 22;*24. But: if they 
be ſuch like SOrN8 of Belial, thatithelttiorns cans 
r6*-bs taken by'tand;, Tet th6rn tethruſt away 
an0/gery our {elves fenced rhit they' hurt you 
Take heed of the leaſt” compliance with 
hte in their ſift, 73m. 522: Bent partakers 
of other men: ſinzz Your own'are heavy enough; 
Mence in not- #edtovihg, wicthiaayfigns: of aps 
raving o_ fins, Take liowyk WA. 01199 
* fÞ you enjoy 260d. company; take! heed 36 
miſs not of $0 [or tgeet with@y ilfrotitheaft 
£60d- mien lisve their evils-5 great men' ar@Mdt 
rh wiſe,” 7 tr 94/39; And/tis eafier eo. follew 
them down, than up che hill and ro/1imieate ther 
viees; thin theif vireues, diſcaſts/are- more com- 
YWonicable thanhealth/;' men” may itnparrt- tele 
Neknefs, bot'cinor their, ſoundneſs) O what adt 
Fila ge'hath fit forlits propagaritn'when'ic falls 
Hh © the hands-ofimen' re "igfacious F7 The 
Errours of po0@ then” are/not'ohely dr 
argomenrs vfito others 'tolfinalo: 
ſay the hypocrite; -6rher 'Ferpr differbte Heb 
ſe with hity{{Ga/.2f1 3) and/n6-lef&a man than 
Barnabas is' eartied! dy with their diſſimuta- 
tion! Tf they that are ftrong-d6-but:car-in the 
Idols Temple: the weak will eat-rhe rhings'<f3 
fered to'Tdols, 2'Cor. 8. 10. '© takecare of the 
&vils- of good' ment, 'which like” books ras 
' Eerw privile gia, vend the more.” Am E/as's gars 
ment will make. @ Jacob's voice to-paſs ; AV | 
where 


aq 
fan 7 PO 


Fema-# 


fe 


392 The Heavenly Trade 

where good inany man is admired, evil is thier 
{ldom feared: take heed you follow a_ 
furgber.than' he, follows. Chriſt, x Cor. 11, 1x; 
Implicis imitation.is as dangerous in practice, 
as 4mplicir faith. is in judgment : weigh ther | 
actions you Mmtend to walk after ; let no-mans 
Feputation He-your, warrant for imitation ; Emgi- 
nent perſons-are File-leaders, which way they 
gura, the Fije; turns, with them: The, leaders of 
my people cauſe them to err, Tfa, 9. 16. Men uſyy 
aby folow.,thoſe they commend, (7) and how 
mach the greater they are with whom we conr 
verſe, (@ith Sexcen} (2) the more is the danger, 
| as gaud from good men,' elſe their cogdyels 
Is pothing £0: you :| what truch. you hear from 
I, receive 3: and as wo did the Angels 


words, ſo da you ponder their gracious ſayings 
Myour heatts; Lake 'F| I9, q 1 nin 


Mid 97 

-: (When you. arc in the-company. of thoſe, that 
@f (above you. m wiſdom.'and grace, be ,more 
ſwift t0hear-thanto ſpeak::; The-emprieſt. yels 
{els make! the;greateſt ſounds and I have. often. 
obſtrred in company, ſuch--as.have moſt need: 
to hear and! Jears, .beieg felf-eonceitedly wile, 
will raze- up! moſt of the diſeourſegand inſtead,of 
drawing 'wattts from detperowells to: fill-their 
ty veſjels;ithey will be pumping out 
they have 2! This ſurely doth. not beſpeak 
the modeſty, of ſuch, and: Jeſs: becomes their 
_ profit. Orogen,: when a child, fed to. queſtion 
with his Father about-the ſenſe of the. Scxipe - 
tarts; and afterwards became a: great. Scholar, 
405 effero, rrfero. (F) Riu Major oft poputnt cum 
AAPL amar hos pl, Th b : | BY ; 
: PERIOD, is 


* "4 


is tbe beſt Trade: | 303 
'Tis the obſerviog attentive Chriſtian' js-n 


the .moſt knowing, thriving, Chriſtian z! who, 


with the Bee, gathers in the | Summer; andigers 
honey from, every, flower. it, meets with z- and 
in the Winter ſpends j It. - Whey; -you ancer vich 
empty. veſſels, *tis. your hy rg ny oh 
but when you come to deep . wel} 
duty : and intereſt to. be drawing out; Sa ackidg 
queitions, and pro ſing doubrs;.ps the young 
mag in the Goſpel did, at, T9116. and Nic 
dem#s and the woman. of +: Samarea,. ob, $> 26. dn. 
c<,.4. I1, Ig, 20. 40. Jeſus Chriſt; 
ring foul, if it be-done in- truth, end: followed 
ch obedience, will. be the; moſt flouriſhing 
ou | 

;.Seventhly, Ger good. from your raticenntin 
28. well as company; be _—_— thas 
when alone : Sometimes 1 in, noe. of duty 
you. muſt be aloe; when .prayeſt enter 
nto thy Cloſet, Afar: 6. 6. Piero ren 
times (faith Mr. Trap,) and i#to- fit Place to gueet 
with God ; ſolacing, andiemertaiming'Solidaguies 
wath him en Iſaac, did .in the field; Jaeab- por thit 
way, Ezekiel by the river Ulai, Peter\ apon: thi 


leads, Chriſt upon .the mountains,, Abrabemrid 


the, grove in. Beerſheba,. Gen.@T, 33: "735 6 


matter (faith rhe ſame Author) bow | hwean tha 


place be, ſo it be ſecret : where there ir.«. Jeremy; 
P Daniel, F Jonah; a Dangeen, 4. Ltons-Dex, 
Whale? 5-belly, ar ratories. if you will 
yet. bear me, { fac Fexer HMoice) fend me to) mp 
priſon ag 41 amo toads and frogs, which TH. 
tot 'interrupt me while I talk with my Lord God;/ 

Mts & Mov, 122... O how deſirable is retires, 


ment * - 


H& 
- 
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gent with God to a ſoul that hath acquaintanee 
with him !'' 4»:)ſthenes being asked what good 
he had gor'by* Philoſophy + anſwered, that' 
can-converſe withimy ſelf; thuch more isit 
darereft- to converſe with God.” ''Tis ſaid of thit 
pious' man ME Willians Seapwick , that whin'ht 
Was Jung while the reſt of the ' F amily were''at 
Wheir. Games hd Duncings, he would be'in a ciriiet 
worning!! MroGreenhim,)"whew” at any 'rim 
hewas ; pokId ſuff er no "body ro ſit »p with 
= we” Jo. bY wi De etly converſe with 
Pſal: 119.'62. David = ; riſe"ar mi 
bike is en joy «Evmimvnion awith' God! ' O*the 
hlefſed X55, that gracious ſouls have had w 
Chriſt | in their corners | how ſweet have th 


——— a— u_@ a a Aa Aw you... 


_ evi wet ohhivg F hatk 
I Its how Sw 
5 The fo Ser? 
LF ag. 'The has doth vfually unbotome hints 
Rf emoſtiro5 hip\friends when he hath thei 
alone; He 2x4. '7 will alltre her; and. pri 
. lirvimto-\the wilderneſt, and prak; comfort ably 
wy or "< th ther heart, (ag tis' in” the: Hes 
portwhich word&Wels hath this note 
(#): —_— needs witneſs + hat Fhe mig ht ſpeak 
 ewr. ſouls ; when God: finds *oar *htart alone,” be 


efently chmes wn> an with #*; and when he 
Ferre -Our-"(c =D SR from me carty | 


2) Ve A q A c 
+ P Les. Phage 7 , 


ftarim-cenar 
* Sew c> £7 
& ++ 4 14 


hk. ap ee is ee o.o. =: Groans Mo ia Ad. 


bat pq png; has 65 es. ty 


SO -aF © ww o on 


heard an affrighting noiſe of a great ru 
- multitudes together, and with it a melodious 


. Corpore anems cum Deo colloqus.* 
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and carking thoughts; of this World, then; is his 
time to open his grear-wonders, and-fecrers to 
it, Zacob was never more-prevailing with; God 
than when alone ; then. was:the time .he got the 

' bleſſing, Gen: 32. 24; 29«!\Peter , was alone; inf 
prayer with God when he- fell into .a' trance, 
Atts 10. 1o.' His ſoul was: 4s it. were removed 

from the body for a time, ((aith Beza).that, he 
might converſe with God (c)... Elijah was alone 
in ſecret-prayer, when the Angel brought hin 
that refreſbing feaſt, -in the ſtrength of which 
he rravell'd in the wildernefs forty days,'1 King; 


19..4.t0 v. 9. O' what am I, (ſaid Mn, Patrick, 


Simpſon, after he had, been ;many hours48;his 
Garden alone, wreſtling with God for hjs deſer- 
ted Wife), being duſt and; aſhes, that the; holy 
miniſtring Spirits ſhould be ſent bythe Lord 40 
deliver. meſſage ro me ! telling one that;over- 
beard him, that he had had a. viſion of Angels, 
.who did. with audible, yoice [give him an an- 
ſfwmer from the Lord of his. Wive's. condition ; 
this Woman alſo tro whom, upon importunity, 
he delivered theſe words, as ſhe was approach+ 
ing to, theyplace where he lay on the 


ſound : Such a: welcome. doth the Lord Jeſus 
give his children ſometimes, when he gets them 
alone into his Chambers and Wine-cellar, © the 
ſweetneſs perſons may find in their ſolitudes 


*with Chriſt | Sampſon turn'd aſide when he aw 
a ſwarm of Bees and Honey in the carkaſs of 


= 4 4 
| 
1204 


Big'of 


( c) wy reaus er ave cn, quaſi ſe moro ad tempus 4 


the 


"4" 


® 


the cle 


-Iniprove "this time wholly in converſe” 
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: the'Lion, oil. 14-8. | Tis faid of /Ferom?, that | 


| Riying, in f atom. he ig gt 
with Atigels. Corrcplation ' (faith Gregory) is 
| af day of internal light ; then ite thiſr 
"Jiſtoveries" moſt, wherr in a holy: filetice with 
Go alone : Retiretnient® (Chriſtian) is *an 6p- 
pe woiey puc into thy hand of in-door work ; 
tisGod'scall frto the Mount : Exod. 34-2, 3, 
- Be really'in the morning, and Come up in the marn- 
ing wnro Mont Sinai, and preſent thy ſelf thert to 
204 5ts the top of the Monit, and nd Haw ſball come 
wp with-thee, "Tis lis eothinand'to'a holy filence 


-and- ceſſation from'ottief wotk,'thar-thou-tnay'ſt 


-{tr6gd&the "moſt ſecrer? concerns 'of thy: w : 
ch 
\G6d -arid'attendingthe affairs of thy ſoul'; This 
'v@ſeaſdn'ro take an'eſtimute” of thy Toal-ſtite, 
-£0'try the grounds of thy hope for 'erertiity? ro 
.beFearehing into the ſcorers" of thy: heart; and 
-taking a fell review of thy paſt life,/and'fotmer 
. Eat , Pſal. 4{ 4. Then is the time to wei 
, thy 'mercies and ducies,'to ©hll' ro "titind'/Gol's 
dealings with thee; and' thy” carriages” rowards 


.bim;3"to be Tudying the” wites of>Siran, "4nd 


: the 'ways of thy duty ; the worth of $ollinef, 
-the donger of 'hileattying)"and the 'bſellednels 
- of loyercotning , | and" Tach” like"? tmedirativns. 
When you are tiding, ' of walking; 'or' ſtttſg 
- alone, invite the Lord Jeſus! to: keep'you*tom- 
, pany, t6 walk and converſe” with'yon'j' fil*ap 
"yer vacant hours wich ſecret prayer and'me- 


: diration,; "rake" heed'of being” at Yeifare from 
. dyry-employment, either" in” your general; or 
 Parricular Calling, or lawipl Employments, -leſt 


being 


«1h bf Hats. hog 
ach alone, th il irik 
being 00 ach aloor, the e Dev St in for 


company ; "no pigeon "Stan 
Ade; Ne nero o Det | Syn 

SAG Ger dhjects 
Al q as 


"which are a ciignt SN yOu 
Ty I4 calls it ;'but'the pro- 
t62s divine, wift6tha pleafire towards 
hapy their” odd} ) "41bane receiving" a 
-hriſtiah Ht His Houſe, and feting 
Ris ot tion,” fi cer carriage? he -mas 
by muc eted'with*tik good 'cxample! that 
He becdme;both-/a a Pr tel and Martyr "Bea. 
Tt Was, x by 'abei - "bor divine" intention, 
\ that Mel Ib: alt hi ter Abraham ty bleſs 
bm, an Shimmer Ons: avid ro'carfe Him ; that 
loſes M1 Juld tneet” ethiv's* Dag 
ell in 1:d1an, and hat "Davi, oY . '"micet 
J e pin in purſiting 'the” Ahndtbire} 4" It 
Was 6 it into the' Hick hrs of SawPs ſer- 
Vai iſe his Maſter ro ſpeak with he Pro- 
het by which meahs he obtain'd'a pdoin * 
as 1 diyine diff ofal; that when'* Faſeph” Was 
caſt: Ines the pit, joy Mis anites Both {s by, 
and lifr "Kjem up, ahd 1 him ro the 7/bmbelires, 
. and they to Potiphat. The Lord is Arr on -. 
tome, Art of his work, ſome piece” of 
or juſtice, comfort' or aMiRionÞ alt t 8d 
.Currences, in which his pe? le, op 1d "be co- 
- workers 'with' hit, and'be learning  folheding 


at:the 


vant to 


Og every pallage -of providence they meet 
vieh, roy bjett.” hey occaſionally behold in 
te Jour eyings and purſuirs'of their vecafions 

orld har! ftuirfþl "meditations Had 


akVod Nie th fg: of the Li- 


FY .\ on, 
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n Ws of Bees.in it in his journey fo 
ke Zaag. 148,14... And our Saviour from 
_ ſeeing the herd Fu ig-trec in his paſſage from 
Bethany.to Fernſalem ? Mat.21.19, to. 23. What 
a lecture did Chriſt read to his Dilciples upon 
viewing, the goodly. Buildings of .the Temple ? 
Lake 2.1.5, to the end: He beheld the Ciry, 
and wept over it, and improved it.to ſome in- 
ſtru&tion.to his Diſciples, Lake 19, 41, He be- 
held. people caſting in gifts ipto the treaſury, 
.and makes improvement. of it, ark 12. 

Some told him of the þlood of the Galileans 
_ which. Plate had mingled with their ſacrifice, 
and_he-makes a profit le uſe of it for his Diſ- 
ciples. inſtruction, Leuke x3, I, 2. What Sermons 
hath Chriſt preached, when he took "his Text 
from the waters of Samaria ? fob. 4-. 9, Io. 
from ak Manna given to Iſrael in the wilder- 
neſs 2. Tic: 6. 26, 27,.31, 32. fromthe multi- 
tudes flocking after him for loaves? Chriſtians, 
if you would grow rich in Spirituals, make ſome 
ſpiritoal improvement of all you fee, hear,meer 
with.in your journeys, dealings, converſes in 
the World : Thou walkeſt into thy Garden, get 
ſome ipſtrution from the objects that thou 
caſteſt thy eyes upon : Every herb in thy Gar- 
den preaches God to thee (b): Thou walkeſt 
into the Field, go with 1/aac's heart, to medi- 
tate upon the creatures and providences of, God 
thou bcholdeft there : Thou lookeſt to the Hea- 
vene, Jet-it not be only as the Phariſees, to diſ- 
cern the face of the Skie, Matth. 16.3. bit to 
(ee. the, glory of God, ,and his batndy-work, 


Pſal. 


(Pp) Qialibet bejoa monſirae Drum. 
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Pſal. 19. 1. with the Chymiſt, extraft ſome 
good from every thing thou meereſt with. 
*Twas ſaid of Jerome, he knew how to gather gold 
out of the dunghill, and honey out of weeds, leaving 
the poiſon for ſpiders, How will men dig into 
the bowels of the earth, rack the creatures, 
ſpend themſelves to get a few ſhadows, and all 
the while do nothing to ger the fubſtance that 
endures! and this doubtleſs is one reaſon of 
ſoul-poverty this day ; we trade' not with crea- 
tures and occurrences that fall in our way*to 
on advantages : Beg fpiritua] $kill *and 
ithfulneſs to be improving all you ſee, hear, 
do or enjoy to ſoul-profit. | re 
Ninthly, Gert good from your falls and miſ- 
carriages : Phyſicians do ſomerimes make poy- 
ſons medicinal, and ſo. doth the ' Phyſician of 
of value make the diſeaſes of his people'tarni'to 
their health. Sin is the greateſt evi), and- yet 
redemprion-grace works good out of it: Dawd 
got good by his fall, ic: made him rhe! more 
bumble and broken in heart';'drew ont his Heart 
in ſtronger cries after grace z made him more 
watchful for the furure againſt the occaſions of 
fin, Pſal. 51. 7, 8. to rhe' 12: Pſal. 3 9."x,Pſal. 
I41. 3. Perer got good' front his fall, by-keep- 
ing an after-ſenſe of the evil of it on- hiskearr. 
Ifrael by their departure from God came*ro 
loath chemſelyes the mbre in their own-eyes, 
Exch. 36. 3x. And'\Epheſas," by 4 ſenſe of-their 
evil got this advantage; -they could 'not-bear 
evils in others,” Rev. 2.'2. "Ms jus abownds,ſ# grave 
thowndi much more, Roms F205)! 


Ten O& FO aggn:3,4 v: Object. 
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"Object F { ſouls may Tre: good from, n,and where 
0x along rr bopnugs much more: Theii 
. why ſpon{diwe, be. ag for ſin, and watch- 
50g; ggewnſt 7, Wity, apy we not rgther fin 
(that grace may; 4 ognd, and do evil rat 
; good muy conge. © areep* ? 


Sol. The Apoſtle aufivers this objettion, 
Rows. 6 What ſtall we {ay.then, ſhall we continue 
in fin Fhat grace. may. ahound ?-God forbid ; and 
proves, by ſeyeral; Ar ments. 

Firſt, That it cannot;he. that ſouls intereſted 
In; Ghriſt can live. or. allow themſelves, in fin ; ; 
Becaule | 

' Firſt; They are dead.t to \ſin, and, therefore can- 
notive any Jonger in. fin, ». 2. dead men while 
fa-cannot live, . but Believers 3 are vj fo ſn ho 
longer tq live therein, # Cjmus , never 
more on 410 Pt they larbs cn ig © over- 
come-by it bor:co..All w; it, to, deſign, it, ro 
make bes 2 of hey a9 to take up Encoy- 
Ta oe rp uPan £ FIRE jdgment, 5 to,continue 
in\RK; this cannot d.to fin, as 
all Gule1 {n Ghrifh a 42 Tg Are ptized In- 
30:$he likeneſs-of ge Rr þr0m , Yea Into His 
geath;v.,3; Thar 2 Chr : ied tor tin,once.to 
die po-more, but was, x ut fe by. ny ©, ry, of the the 
Facher, 9.4 ſo, they) with 
Chriſt, ſbould Jive yo more: in ſin  jerpe- 
ly \dgad £0.it. z for ih 6 is rh ic, YAry Fug of 


Ch s death, to e old" man 

oy the whole fg and Being wp ig in oy 

{igvers, to he be agcompliſhed in its time and 
waies, 
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waies, v, 6. And, Chriſt died in'vain, andhath 
Joſt the great end. of his death, if they that; are 
in him can live any longer in fin ;. for be. that; is 
dead, is freed. from ſin (0,) v.77. NItaisler, being 
pur for nave], by 8. Synecdoche ,' Piſcat, 
that is, abſolved-from- the obligation, ſervitude, 
dominion and; guile-of ſin:s as. an Apprentice is 
by Law declar'd free, of fer free from-his! Ma- 
_ ſter's rule and-power. | i ::1;.; brvwod: 

Secondly, They that are in Chriſt: are ,not 
only partakers of his death,and therein brought 
into a ſtate of dearh (to ſin; bur they-'are 
partakers of. his reſurrection, 'and by it inſtated 
_ na life ' of holineſs, 'v. 4, 5- [that 'now.. they 
ſhould live 'to God, which cannot confiſt with a 
life of fan, v. x2, 22. ' ; 


Thirdly, They that are:Chriſt's are brought 


under grace, under a Coyenant of Grace, .opp0- 
ſed to the Law as a Coyenant'of Works, and 
therefore cannot be any longer _ the-domi- 
nion and ſervice of ſin, v, 14. Theſe rwoCove- 
nants'beipg in that reſpect contrary, ; they'that 
are' under. the Law 28 a Covenant of Works, are 
in the fleſh; and bring forth fruit unto death, 
Roy, 7.5. and for that end are Believers ſer 
free from the Law, and. brought under Grace, 
that they might ſerve [God innewneſs of ſpirit, 
v. 6. and,no longer ſerve fin. = 
Fourthly, They are become the” ſervants of 
rightequſneſs, ſer free- from the ſervice of fin, 
Rom. 6. 1$. - Your time ;under fin- is ont\\.a9d 
You have now no More to.do with fin z/ you are 
(Firs & Jaco abſoiun "03 manumijſt d peccato cifus 
Proves premibamuir imperio. 'Parzus, 19.3? 11) 
{2 X 4 ano 
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Anothers ſervant; and! therefore cannot- return 
to'the ſervice of fm/any more z for you. are now 
ſervants to God, not for a time, bur for ever; 
you have deliver'd over-your ſelves,ſworn over 
elves to be the ſervants of God for ever, 
&hd therefore cannot now'ſerveiſin : That's his 
firſt -anſwer : You-caniide, if in Chriſt, ſerve fin 
any longer, nor continue in ſin thar- grace may 
abound : for if you can conſent to live 1 in ſin, 
you are not under grace. | 
Secondly, You ought not to do- it, if you are 
rational ; 'tis not'your- coricernment to fin, be- 
cauſe fin is an evil ching.” - 
Firſt; Sin is the greateſt flavery i in the world 
V. IH. You are ſervants to ſin, and to Devils; . 
fre are the, works of the - Devil, x fohn 3.8, 
which Chriſt came to deſtroy ; ſin is evil in its 
ſtate”; *tis drudgery, and in irs nature *tis filthy, 
abominable and ſhameful.- 'c 
Secondly, It is attended with id iſſues here; 
jr brings forth birrer fruir, #. 21. Is makes the 
ſoul aſhamed when awakened, to ſee what he 
hath done, - and it fills the ſou] with grief, hor- 
rour 2d rorment z it breaks your loins, makes 
-you go'' halting to' your grave; it niakes you 
, weary of your life, and fearful ro die; it ſets 
your teeth on edge, and fills youp bowels with 
wormwood and gravel:: O the dreadful effets 
. of fin:here ! which makes it no way. a ſouls in- 
tereſt to fin, 2 Cor. 7. 11: Pal. 51.8 . Pſal.38.4 
Pal: I19. 120. Pſal.'s 5; 4. Lam. 3.19. 
* Thirdly, As the work 1s: bad, 'and fruits are 
- EvIl here, ſo the wages of ſin is death, U..43, As 
ſoon a as the work is done, they ſhall' have their 


Wagecy 


wages, which is alwaies paying, and never paid; 
they ſhall be alwaies dying, and never dead'; 
whoſe worm never dieth, and whoſe fire is never 
quenched, Mark 9, 44 This will be the cert 
end of them that can chuſe fin, and live in fin, j 

God be holy, and his Word true., - And can you 
then continue in fin, that grace- may abound ? 
God forbid. | 's 
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O Chriſtians'! get good from your ſins; to” 


be aſhamed of them, to grieve and mourn oyer 
them, to hate and loathe them, to pray and cry 
againſt them,' to watch and ftrive againſt them; 
ro fly to Chriſt for pardon over them, and free- 
dom from them, ro ſhun and avoid the occa. 
ſions of them,to have no more to db with chem, 
to ſeek and further the death and toral ruine of 
them,co prize graces,and love Chriſt the more, 
ro be more attentive to his inſtructions, a 
obedient to his commands, to bleſs God, and 


rejoyce in Chriſt ; when God doth in any mea- 


ſure keep you, or ſer you free from fin, to. 
for Heaven and Glory, that you 
'more, to keep cloſe to Chriſt,” an 
"ides,thar you might be the niore 
ſin, and fitted for'gtory, Exre 9,6. Zach.12.1o. 


Ezek. 36. 31, Rops, 7. 24. Prov. 414,15. rp 
2.7. 


yy never” f 
nd' abide i hs 
ſecur'd fre 


( 


.22, Epheſ.' 5. 11. Epheſ. 2.5. I Pet, 
4 Cor. Lk, II, aS This z to get good 
from fin, and to drive pn the Heayenly Trade: 
'Thar's the ſecond branch of Exhorcation to Pro- 
 Yeſſours. © — | 6 
, 2444 "3, Connſel to Earthly Traders. fo 
**” The third'branch of Exhortation is ro Farthly 
-Fraders, who meer with: breaches and difeou- | 
WP Pages 
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in,.the.. purſuits, of, their., Earthly. . 


Trades. "Ya is. manifeſtly. the. caſt of- Eng 
XN; day.: , The, Lord blows on mens. ee 


es. br 9:00 their Trades, ſends in wants 
5g lr ghn Trade fails,,. a blait is on 
s_ I; DR. add.the .Naxion-becomes poorer 
;... This, ſhould. be, for; a.lamentation 
ho ew fo it to Heart; men murmure 

amplaan.z. ng. are dejetteg agd fink in el 
Fo pirirs,. A's ſecing God plucking their Idols 
oak , hold .the 7 AI ome more cloſe 
ok oct, oohers. ok che deeper jnto- the 
g d, turf. ipo re, earthly and exceſſive, in. their 
Ny Rs an hours, others, more gripin 


| iy 3, hut. RT Barance look to ja 
ke this ſore: frank. Þ 
and | mak beer im impro of this £44 


Ve 
fence,giye me leaye to = all ſuch LPEF 
BY 6 ounlels, - 5-F [C.) ; 


hr ſl 0 2 ſles 
Fit Qur, appointments ofles in 
Hae be: 7 © patch be convinced of 


. Kev at concen oft this PATE. 
Ry (which you have,.it urſpit of 
e too mach. {lis ghteg: £5 Util ate. no ſuch 


ues of Willow *Merchs ſe, if duly follow- 
op Religion breeqs no ſuch worms to devour 


ew bres 3, Riches and honogr. are 99s Pic, JeA 
able Riches aud hx $a 4 hays frwit 64 
Leigh than gold, yea than fine gold, Fs } hay 
fg ah are ng ſuch hazards inthe waies of 
#2 EP OTE TY Fara budne 


1 am:expoſed;to:I 


d,and can haidly.live. outyl ſow Mich, 
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ov bein in little ; 1 eat; Þit taye 
and dri ink, Bit bid de nor MEH, TO 


mY 


am not warmed ; ' T-earn 1 -butr' put ita 

| tp wt holes ce BY 1 106k fob w1 fr ir comed 

Linas AL =_— brought it Home, the 
: x. 6, g. Bit "rig not 
re Fl e I have lefted ; 

dj are no ſach Rs Grp 

ON r ro the Spirit, & do hy 

hey that 1k our” for that bread, - 
fl to bhi em.” O how do'Wi om's mM 
when I decay! their facts. 


vi 
& Nr (et is oxi] whatever t 
ve in the | *ris enoug ENS 
oi bread” wich lite HY "atid' Fir igted 


atid are | freed from tho 


brings rsT: alf6ft confi md w at's th& 
beſt ns ſee it; CA He Tue 1 


holds ; when a famiſh, that feeds ; x OH. 
others 000. mep, that enriches them: O bleſſed 
Eling 1 fling. the = chemn' #1, ' This 'is one 
£00k ufe of vol rthly waſtes, to fee the eX- 
FRAY of Heavenly Treaſures. \ | 
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& I, Ip'd 7ob to a due; de ortment. 
is LE fs, tha he ſaw. God.m it: 8 
Bn 's Ee us mans; or: complain. of the 
Dewil, be. ts not. 41gr) wn, pegs forzune, 
wth "ſtars. or conſtellations, but. lgoks to Gad: in 
54h 1s there apy et il in the Git), and the 17 
i peer it ? "Amos 3, 6,r Pf rw the ig 
create darkne(s.; meke eace,. an ©, nh 
evil, Ie 4x. iy Hl decyers in their eſtates, 
"and God fa Jes, 'twas he that blowed upon them; 
Men uſually-lay;ir. on the.tinzes ; cry out of one, 
and other, but. few. look to, God, *and that's 
one reaſon men make no berrer nle of this Rod, 
becauſe they do nor ſee it in the hand of a holy 
God: You:will never lay. your hand on-your 
mouths, till. you caſt your eyes. on God in theſe 
| rrqubles, nar take a right way for cure before 
YAY ſee the hand that ſmites mu Pſal. 39.9, 


Comunſe, | 
Thirdly, Search out, t e cauſe of them : You 
will not find the remedy,xill you {ce the reaſon. 
Sbew me wherefore thou . contendeſ} with me, fob 
Io. 2. Wherefore doth a living man complain, a 
man for the pun;ſhment of his fin ? let us ſearch and 
iTy our waies, and tHrn again unto the Lord, Lam. 
3.39, 40. The Lord may well fay to the Com- 
PBlainer, Frzena,.1 do thee no wrong, Mat. 20.13. 
') as David. did. to Eliab, What have 1. now 
Lo ? zs. there not cauſe? 1 Sam, I7.:29. Hath 
\God conſumed your-eitate, broken your Trade, 
.brought you to. a morſel of, bread ? and js 
there not cauſe? There are ſtyeral ſing which do 
vlpally proye waſting to mens .Farthly ijecets- 
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Firſt, A letting down of Religigh,: and 
ing in this heavehly Trade, is vſpally. followed 
with waſtes on mens outward" co! RT 
'tereſts, as hath been already *fhewn': Go 
hath the promiſe of th the high ky, now is, as wel'ds 
of that which 5 to : 4,8. 'When thiar 
flouriſheth, alt c "ng T0 Rs when Religion 
goes: down, nothing profpers.' > Chron. '24720. 
Why tranſoreſs $12 #4 Commandmtiits of the Lord, 
that ye cannot proffifff * becauſe ' yr have forſaken 
the Lord, he bath alfo forſaken you.” For this -fet- 
"ring down of Obedience did "God: threaten to 
make Iſrael waſte, arid a reproacty;*ro ſerid'evil 
arrows of Famine; "and to" break "the ſtaff'of 
Bread. Exck. '5.' 14,16, 17. Beonuſe ye multi- 
plied more than tht N ations rotind about you, and 
" have nar walked in my ſtatmees, neither have kept 
my judgments, neither have done according to the 
Judgments of the 'Nations round "about you 5 -you 
have increaſed in abomination more than the Hea- 
'thens and Natious round about you, and have not 
kept rhoſe Laws, atid done that ki breohſs ſneſs which 
_ they have done ; [Greenhill,] merefore behold. T, 
even T1, am pipe thee : -—- Moreover, 1 wil 
make rhee waſte, '&c. Falling back in holineſs 
will make men fall back in the world too, 
bring a curſe on their abundance. 'Now this de- 
cay of Religion is the fin of this day, as hath 
| been fully demonſftrared. 
 ,. Secondly, Declenfion in the worſhip of God 
hath been followed with'declenſions in mens in- 
texeſts: Mal. I. 9. Iſrael brought ro God a 
corrupt thing, the. blind, and lame, and ſick, the 
wort of the flock, and departed from ay 
O "oh 
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5's cjers a. they when Fer 
7 ye pas God . 


Claugins his keg 

-28.. They rar made- F _ 
cfemptible,, 9h, T2 he” od. upd 
[Eonremprible': Ch 4.2419, Fig re hav 
Wins, you cqnte tk ble le,and. þ + before gl if c 
. foe, yy have not kept 
= but. FI n 7 lay : * you 5 

deng -0n by? Ft [<F, ſuch are co 
of dee wh 's*. wor AS z) and. I wall 


ge Sn Fo pg 2, 2, Even the 


of your. ſolemn Feaſts, excrements, {f) © will 
-inftead * Aced throw 0 much dung ot you, 
even the, excrements. of Jour corrupt ſervice ; 
.vs. the defilement Fhrrgal, ſhall. eyen overcor 
vagd Tuine, you. ; For .theſc \CQrruptions, Int 
-worſhip;o God, did: God firerch our his bad 
.QyEr. {[rael,,and, diminil .[theif ordinary - food, 
-deliyering them tothe: will o them that, hated 
;them:. Exzck, 16.26, 27. 4 bave: cur thee” #t 
of thy allowance, ( [) T have Adiminiſh'd thy þ 


"(d) Lege: eanonrs ut' Dames, 2pſorum: Vajeve qui me 
24 hon, Curant. (e 1 9:4, n0n TCVOCAHHs ad anion 


;djpins nomtny loriam '&QoetCo' vi uiun + dF ubr, 
"i ) Tal init rer ue ſexuehntrs | loco ut fon nb” 


S plane obruamini ; i Juo. -(g) - 8b "Yy Jonien- 


uM FUum.- * 


jon, 


or "fi wy | 


"18 #hetbeſt Trade," © 2329 
'r30n; i {Greenhill} +65 lawful things.,: (bh) Sept. 
-Gdd's'worthip» is: by, name, »by oridek pogk 
-known and: diltinguih'd) from 1d}]::idols, Earad. 
220/44. hit glory; Rem. 1; 23: To corrupt: his 
+worthip; is to defide! the -place (bf\cais 'Throne, 
Eztk. 43.7. and to defaſcate, and cut offshus 
-cribute and tevermes: fromtherearth/irAnd no 
_ «Wonder if God blaſtitheir!Bradtjwho: adulſte- 


: 


.rar& his Treaſure... 27 \oc\ 
- ; Fhirdly A obvecous-wili-h: from God 
-rurns away the'blefling of God or-niens labours, 
-and tends: toy, poverty. Privat 24. There is 
'rbat fcattereth;iand: get: encreaſeth.y anditberaits 
rhat withhold #h imre than sremeert," but. it ' 262- 
-arth' to: poverty. »iMany think thatiJoſt which 
-35:]aid-our for Bod;r and tbe+thinko ing! but 
-whad goesto pious uſes.” O) how iſparinghpio 
{Mmoſt-ſow,: a9 'iÞ they thaoght-their ſeedicaſt 
-away 1-and therice'*ris Ee n= 
.2 Cor.'9. 6.,Mens former charity; rather=ti 
 |fhowers than ſtreams,/are dried wp: and:theve- 
-foreiare GolU's ſhowers with-hioltt alſo: iexpe 

' ces for: God having beetr mahy;ſeems ben | if 
:denſame; through! mens {elf-love'and: unbelitf. 
"While --4/exander had hope for-more, \ he never 
-wanted a: heart-orihand to.patt with the Frank- 
- incenſe and-Gold'he had t: cerramly:mens/Faith - 
' fails' when their, Charity, fades :|Few' in .their 
_ ſrafrcatydare; with 'the: Widow: of: .Z ab, 
-give:the firſt cake-to-the uſe and ſervice of God, 
1 King. 17.113; 14. No. wonder the ibarrekof 
'Mealand erniſe of | Oil fails ; ''ris\ Cliriſtiahs 
'wearineſs in well-doing,-ind  defetiveneſs_in 


(6) Staturum cibum tw613 Lav.” 


ſcatrer- 
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ſfeatteridg for -God, hinders their. reaping and 
ardering, Gal.'6. 9.  This' was; one of 'thoſe 

that brought a: curſe and: deyourer on' 1ſra- 
.ef's encreaſe; Mal. 3; 9, T6, IT. and is ſtil] as 
| Fregaane of Tiattings: and: mildews as everit 


| ” Boankly, Greedy defites after the World are 
ofteteimes xi 7 van gs 1 v=arpory Te 


 Feftion. - ' "Tis mercy in God, when mens hearts 
:Fun'too faſt after the World; to Jay-ſome blocks 
In their. way,"to- hedg it up- with" thorns, that 
they might not-overtake their Lovers (;). Hof. 
2:16, Thorns/in mens ways ſafer than ſpears 
In their bowels; and that: would have been the 
« ſve of ſuch Lovers when they! meet. Cove- 
: ronlneſs -is-the: Hydropick diſtemper of old 
aped: to cure which, the 'great Phy- 
ofitian hath providentially preſcribed abſtinegce, 
-and'in_his holy jealouſy hath-made men'to read. 


zerous” for his! people-'to have much of 
this World,:becabſe it: becomies'a ſhare to their 
: fouls ; [They that will be rich fall into temptation 
-And 4 "ſnare, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 'Farthly' things are 
: the 'very bane of Religion, the cy entangle mens 
"Feet, and keep:them from attendanee” on God in 
his appointments. ' The invited/ gueſts had -no 
1eifare to enjoy refreſhments; for their ſouls,be- 


16a :0f- their interrupting intereſts . of this 


+World; Matth. 22, 5. The things of Heaven 


feem light to ſuch, compar'd with their other 


(49 Opens Tn OCUns, Fuctus an manous 3 JErom. 


thicgs ; 


-- o ya" I, 9. and'it came to little, 
| Tt” Sojec 'o look witty deſire and af- 


-tbeir/ſin in their (puniſhment; The Lord ſees 


I» © th kK, A _ Rs - As 


x 


fs the beſt: Trade..." $24 
things .Ttey made (light of (ChrifP&ninvirativn, 
and pyt mtn' on pleadingjiexcufes for: negle@t.of 
God; atid on Juſtifying their: omifiions -ofchoty 
duties They began with one conſent to-make tx 
ceſe : Chriſt:and his people would- have more 
of mens company, if the World had lefs:of /ngugd 
hearts... 
Theſe earthly things do-not only hinder mens 
duties, but their” thrivings' alfo- under / privi- 


ledges : TTis the cares/of 'this World; \and Ye- 


ceitfulneſs: of Riches, that:choak/the>Word,;and 
make: men -unfruitful,  Zdazrh. 13. 226 27 
make-carelels, ſleighty, forgetful hearers ;; they 
hinder' convidtions, quench the motions of , 
ſpirit, rake away the taſtes of divine: ſweetnels, 
and make all the attempts! of Grace. fruitleſs 3 
They take away. the heart from God: and '{þi- 
ritual things, and ſo nouriſh formality-.and. hy- 
pocriſie in profeſſion and' duties, cauſing inen:to 
drayy near. with their mouths to God, ,when 
their -hearts-are far from him, 'Ezckggv314 
Ife. 25: 13.- This made {ndas, Ananzas, Demar, 
Simon Magus ſuch hypocrites in! Religion be» 
cauſe they OT: Th preſent World, 2 Top: 4; 
2;5., 2 Tim. 4. | 
Fe ako faich, blinds the mind, ftatres 
the affetians, rules the: will, :and ſ6--mans: all 
the royal: forts of rhe -ſout againſt Chriſt zby 
which 'the-Galvation of that ſou] becomitgen+ 
ceeding, difticult.:: ' 203 
: And they make ptoviſion for the fleſh to ful- 
fill 'the luſts: thereof, feeding the carnal mind, 
and yielding ſuch nouriſhment to ſin; .as that-it 
_ reſiſts the Holy God, , wivs the. day, _ 
ers 


v 
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. ders damination- fure to-all -that are not by a 
ty; hand redeemed - from- theſe: ſpiritual 
clanlcsa6 that jir|becomes in ſuch a caſe need- 
to ftarve- earthly» deſires, by a- remove of 
things that feed and maintain them z and 
met may Jook upon thoſe aftiictive providences 
on their intereſts, as the procurements of thejt 
earthly affeCtions : Haſtening | to: be rich, hath 
porercy at the heels, Prov. 28. 22, .. , 
Fifthly, Unfairbfultieſs in mens Callings purs 
thandealt 'of the way: of: bleſſing, and uſhers in 
_ on their intereſts, Mc. 6:-10,'T'Ty 12,13, 
-:The Lord had a.controverſy with: hus ped- 
, 4. 25-and tilt this--was taken 'up, -all: cheit 
ſervices were [to no purpole ; facri- 
fices and duties could: not ' prevail, or: ſtop his 
leaſure, till their ſins were removed, v. 6,7. 
*Twas: nor! to: waiti/on God in publick duties 
was all rhat he called for, xt ro do juſtice, ſbew 
merry, and to walk: bumwly with bir, 'wherein 
they tad been defective.; and therefore had he 
brought.a-rod uponthern, 2.9. :he had 'made 
thenaifick -in ſmiting them, and would make 
-them Uefolate, v; 13. 'They ſhould ear, but not 
be farisfied ; and there ſhould be a caſting down 
in theimid'ſt bf thei; they ſhould | be blaſted 
its their lJabours and: intereſts; they ſhould ſow, 
but got reap; tread the Olive, but riot anoint 
mc: with. it; have-ſweet Wine,. bur not 
drink it ; and then comes to reckon with them, 


wherefore this was- bronght ' upon them z- wer. l- 


To,II,12. Ave there yet the treaſures of wicked- 
neſs. in rhe houſe "of the wicked ? and the. ſcagt 
aneaſarel that is abominable ? Shonld T count\thews 
pure 
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£4 AS. ... 


ſpoken lies," and their 33 deceitful: in their 
months, © They were "full of wickedneſs, and 
among the ireſt,, were falſe: and. deceitful; they 
did not walk humbly with'God, nor juſtly: with 
men, '\but'were deceirful tin their Gallings, had 
falſe weights; ſcant meaſures, were injurious to 
others, and-not' juſt and'fairkful in their: deal- 
ings z-fome oppreſied, others defranded 5 ſuch 
as were. over others were cruel” task-maſters, 
cxaCting\their labours,'//a, 5. 8. 3. grinding the 
faces 'of' the- ipoor, cating' them up-as''bread; 
Pſal. 14. 4. 'by defrauding them of 'their due, 
keeping "back the hire of the Labourets”b 
fraud and injuſtice, Za#'5. 4. which they" 
(faith one) who give them not @ proportiona- 
ble hire, working upon their ' neeeffiries, fuck- 
- ing our rhe ſtrength and. ſweetneſs of the 'La- 
bourers; Dr. Manton. A fin” that cries in. the 
ears of the Lord of Sabbaths, cries out aloud; 
x282e Gra, and theit groans-are entred intochis 
cars, as'& God of vengeance:to require it, and td 
give -his poor: a Sabbath, and reſt from rheir op- 
preſſions :'A fin that *God will ſurely | and fe- 
verely puniſh ; He will be « {wife witneſs ag ainſt - 
them that oppreſs the Hireling in his wages, and 
tarn fide the ftranger from bis right; *and fear 
not mie, ſaith rhe Lord of Hoſts, Mal.z. o. Sins 
- Joyn'd with Adultery, - Sorcery; and Swearing; 
provecations* in God's ears, and aCtiotis thar 
plamly thew-no true fear of God in ſuch 'per- 
ſons that dare- oppreſs- their-poor Labourers, 
ay TS ehanging 
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.their wages as. Laban did Zacob's, Gen. 
31.:4x:: Theſe.God will-ſurely take in.hand ; he 
will be -both Judge. and Witneſs againſt-then ; 
bewill .not delay neigher,. but proceed ſpeedily 
to-ſentence and execution againſt ſuch as oppreſs 
their poor labourers :- Of all oppreſſion,” the op- 
preſſion! of - the poor | is--greateſt; and: carries 
moſt cruelty! in it; to 'tread on them-rhat are 
down. already, and» abuſe them that have no 
helperz-to rake the bread out gf their mouths 
which !-ate- ready : to; ſtarve, and to: defraud 

then: of their wages,. which is their life, and 
God calls it down-right. robbery, Levir. 19,13, 
To build-up: their: houſes, and raiſe up eſtates 
upon-the-ruines of: the poor labourers, is to lay 
the: foundation in blood, and hath a woe pro- 
nouncet againſt it from the Lord of Hoſts, Hab. 
2.9, T0z:II; T2. This is/one of thoſe” fins which 
bring a-peaple down -to-the ground; and make 
then deſolate : Ye have eaten up the Vinejard, 
the ſpoil'of the poor is in your houſes ; what mean 
ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and; grind the 
fates o the poor ?. ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Her 
gates ſhall lament & mourn, and ſbe being deſolate, 
Jhall fit upon the ground, Iſa. 3. 14,15,26. This is 
a God: provyoking,-,and an eſtate- waſting ſip, and 
one of the great, viſible, crying ſins of this day. 
Sixthly, Another reaſon why God conſumes 
the intereſts of wen, and makes. a breach on 
their-Trade, ieems. to be this ;; Thar by, this 
means he might- bring them 'down!'to-hjs foot, 
and bring them back to himſelf : Proſperity in 
mens. intereſts feeds their-pride,and-makes'them 
roo high for God's uſe and pleaſyre'; riches - 
| —— pu 


ts the beft:T»ade. $27 
uff men\up\; 'Thine heart '55 lifted p70. june 
yy riches, le therefore 1 will | bring 'A 
upon thee; the terrible'of (the 1 Nations, 
all draw their ſword” againſt the beauty 0 
wiſdom and they ſball' aefile thy brightneſs 77 260 
ſpall bring' thee, down tothe pit; they \ſhall-deftref 
thy riches wherein thox;ylareeſt,” anal  counteſt-thy 
beauty," Exth.28.5, 7, 8:Menare apt teglorycn 
their riches, and” ro. give:that reſpect; ro-them 
which is due to God, and this he will-hqt hear, 
but comes'out in indignation againſt mens Idols, 
fr. 9.23. Abundance of earthly intereſts doth 
alſo unfiemen for Gad's'wc and: delight, rich in 
goods, .and- poor in - grace z proſperity #>chE 
world' coblsmens hearts tqward&God,and Jatnes 
their feet. \in his way: "Tis: the .poot. off the 
flock - that'waits' on 'Gody: Zech. x1: tt that 
preſs his:Vineyard; andi\bearthe hear: and hur- 
den of the day, 7er-p2.15 .When men grow full, 
they are-lazy; & when.great;they vey fear- 
fuFro adventure for God:Give\me rbxſheild:(ſaid 
Epaminlas [to hisſervantz»wheh | ery got & 
great ſum.of tnony)” for mow-thow art gromin Fioh, 
I won jars thon wilt 'not adventare thy [clf:inrd Hats 
' Smyrawiwas the” pooreſt of the ſeven 
Ard Apa, but:yer was richeſt it. grace 
and ſerviceableneſs for God: ' 1 know thy poverty, 
but thou arexich, Rev. 2.9. This. may be:ane rear 
ſon whyzhesLord makes, = Natjon-poor; that 
he'mighr''by this make fon hem pure, he*metrs 
away our/droſs, rhat we may be the: more irt- 
fined, and, takes away our'Loyers,that tie might 
ome mw of. them © will hedge wp thy 
ho with)rherns ſpe A _ after Fx.” oh 4 
but 


324 The Heavenly Trade 


2d 5 5. 4 Sethi erat ohio. ww Dube 
#4 Y . , "OT , 
8 ? , Ss : * - , V 


ing.their wages as. Labar did Faco#'s, Gen. 


31.*4x;: Theſe.God will ſurely take in.hand ; he 


will be-both Judge .and Witneſs againſt-them ; 
bewill .not delay neigher, but proceed ſpeedily 
to-ſentence and execution againſt ſuch as oppreſs 
their poor labourers :. Of all opprefſion,: the op- 
preſſion: of rhe poor | is:-greateſt; and: carries 
moſt cruelty; in it; to 'tread on -them-rhat are 
down already, and» abuſe them that have no 
helperz- to take tbe bread out of their mouths 
which |ate- ready - to0;ftarye, and to: defraud 
thetn of their wages,. which is. their life, and - 
God calls it down-right robbery, Levir. 19, 13, 
To build-up: their: houſes, and raiſe up eſtates 
upon-the -ruines of: the poor labourers, 1s to lay 
the: foundation in blood, -and hath a woe pro- 
nouncetl againſt it from the Lord of Hoſts, Hab. 
2.9, 10,11; T2. This is/one of thoſe” fins which 
bring # people down-to-the ground; and make | 
them defolate : Te have eaten wp the Vineyard, | 
the ſpoil:of the poor ;s in your houſes ; what mean 
ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and: grind the |. 
fates -; the poor ?. ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Her 
gates ſhall lament & mourn, and ſbe 'being deſolate, 
Jhall fit upon the ground, Iſa. 3. 14,15 ,26. This is |. 
a God: proyoking,-and an eſtate- waſting ſip, and | 
one of the great, viſible, crying ſins of this day. 
Sixthly, Another reaſon why God conſumes | 
the intereſts of wen, and makes. a breach on | 


.their-Trade, ſeems ro be this z, Thar by. this 


means he might- bring them 'down'to-hijs foot, |. 
and bring them back to himſelf : Proſperity in |. 
mens. intereſts feeds rheir-pride,and-makes'them | 
too high for God's uſe and pleaſyre'; NOUES : 
| e\ putt] 
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ſhall bring 


flock. freay 86 on 'Godyi #ech. ; x x:;3t-that 


1 am;ſurethon wilt 'not-adventere thy ſclfimb Hats 


Qberdicem fa, -but:yer was -richeſt in; grace 
| and ſerviceableneſs for God: ' /;kvow, thy poverty, 


away ourjdroſs, that we 
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puff meniup'; 'Thine heart '55 lifted u 
pe riches," bebold therefore 1 will | bring 
on thee; the terrible'of (the Nations, 
hal draw their ſword” againſt the beauty of 
Wiſdom ag th f mo bak defile thy br ightneſs x11 
own tothe pit; they ; ſhall as) 

thy hy Sn thox F res. the anal -counteſt:: 
beauty, Extk.28.5, 7, 8::Men are apt — 
their riches; and to_ give:that reſpett:; roxhean 
which is due to God, 'and this he will-het bear, 
but comes'out in indignation againſt mens Idols, 
7r. 9.23: Abundance of earthly intereſts doth 
alſo unfiemen for Gad's/mſe and delighir,;:rich in 
goods, and poor in - grace» profperity-,zke 
world cobls-mens hearts tqward&god, andJates 
their feet.\in his way-:\Tis the :poot. off the 


mig kgs hear: and 0 


med ito hinGrndaezs wid, chad: got a 
great ſumm.of tnony) ſbr mnowthow art grown +:0h, 


Smyraw-oawas the: pooreſt of the-ſeven 


bur '$hou are34:5ch, Rev. 2.9. This may be:ate rear 
ſon whyztedLord makes, a Nation: podeether 
he'mighr*by this make Ya hem pure, he\metrs 

y be the mote ;xe- 
fined, and takes away our:Loyers,that he-might 
-vome n- of. them ©:/+will hedge wp thy 
208d with)rherm 5. ſve fork wy after Fatima 
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« overtake ther Gn ſlr foal ſee 

Was. ne fd the; hen fl fe fp 
9 ny firſt bnoband; for then it 
rrer with me than now, | Hoſ. 2..6,7. Men 


| x Feeorn to God fully, till iof.other 
forts; nor {ce God'to be beſt;rill-their con- 
tion tbe world'be bad ; and therefore doth 
xp Rn ener ſe an 
Is may the enced ee and 

"oo ++ -5-omagaad 


2h [\Condſal 4. ijd2 

| Fouruy, If Godharh: thade bevocken on your 
Trade; 23 av hoegegs herween-Gad and your 
we 3 oh HY Hear the Word of 

fo Rapp. c wr FA for the Lord hath a 
_ with 'the Fn fo of he Land, be- 

| here; 5s, no rriathy not nerdy; pp icy & of 
Sy. nn nd ings 


tu. one _ ; 


re wes) Sinners content wi 
| flictionsoontends with rockem, and rill 
ot 9 AA bwqaken up, 
; nd) A ye wilt not Wa hae fm nfemd y 
en al 
you ye 
Lene. {rikpes Heat 


bois of wx Zord :- Lay! this'xoſheart, they 
pou, i renin ſhall. periſh;z; there is no 
onrending with Gotl; bow we-miſt, or break, 


| TORY ox; de raided ©; Waſbye, alean;pur 


ELITES 


YVor-oil of your doings 7/a.r3G:Get waſhy 


away 
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away your blood by. Soph Radencng, | 
into Chrift's.blood-by faving Faith; Aerpo 
thorough reformation, perfohal,family;publick 
each one-in;his place, helpto.carry h 
cleanneſa of: thy heart, hand; houſe> 
the Brogk Kidron,2 Chran. 29:16:1Gev tu; 
ſins removed, if you-would have:trading= 

Cies enyoy/d: Take every-man his vcand 
ſtand in the gap ; ja wi but ſtrong cries-fori7es 
turnjnig-merey,that. the! Lotd would crafefrom 
his heree wrath, and/turn-again, and heal oor 
Land, /and-bleſs our ſubſtance, accepr MEER 
of our __ -and. dwell in-our-Land. \. 47 217 


1.244 Counſel F- 4 10,WiNA' 
Fiſchly, Get advantage from decaies in. yotls = 
Earthly Trade, to-further your Heavenly: Trade; 
gather.matexials from your carthly ruines\for | 
- your heavenly -building., - Chriſtians here's: 2 
great deal, nned you:may'get fromithefetvil 
things in the world, to.quicken your purlbibart 
rey ha things, of Heaven. (1911+ 245 1074 28011 Rritt 
\ Firſt, By! your earchily lpfies you may: b&t0n- 
vinced of rhÞ vani ty::and .uncertainrys af2 all 
things below:'God : Men arc apt to'take up to 
chipleafure! in _thety//booths, till'God Tinds 
&d&gvenring worm and: mesthenp hand ito 
tie down:under their ſtadows with' great' ide» | 
lighv3:and therefore doth-God make chem'like 
ſhadows: to fly away 4; what expetations>do 
menraiſe.from their ſwelling-comfores, rhink- 
ing, thein-.. aiountains: are made: ſo ſtrong, they 
ſhall nor be-moved, - tilbthe Lord by ſome le- 
yelling Porigagee ſoon — their fond opt 
Y 4 - nion4 


7 
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mwe.Lamt: what! dependencies: do wes uſtalty 
akeoup: an thoſe ugceraintics,. leaning ſo-hard 
ones Toes; rillthey break underios, and ſend 
-Fplitzersanc07 thearm: which-ſtajes:upon them ? 
| the contentment} pleaſare,:iprofir} mon/fancy 
0 erearuresy friends, rejacions, :\hongurs; 
deforeby fome-rkilingiſtrbak"they ſee 


emfelves 10 be::deceived Þ Wharhmerey is it 
thenctoz2mecr with-\drſappointments in theſe 


grovuliens hopes, ithat we may come'ito ſee be- 
itÞt too lategwhar! puor, empry;periſhing 
things-dll zhe wares of this lower 'world are 1 
This way D4&vizicame:t6/-have:his.errour- ſea- 
ſonably corrected. And Solomon, by a ſerious 
review. of paſt enjoyintas,) comes to ſee that 
allwasi vanity/andcxexation of ſpirit Zerdefe 2.1. 
Sinedf eviery:nn walkthiiu a vain Jhoth ; Vhey are 
lUlguierad in wains be; heapeth upp vichts,' and. 
&rimeniil nor: who folil gather them, 'Ffal/q95; 6. 
lir$&oddlyoTDivine:rebukes: .on;mengearthly 
Req hc'p, them.;:to1 n diſcovery! of *thoſe 
fas that-procure them, ('Bexr.! 3 x:144AfMictions 
agoAhfiltis:clay and! inthe ro open! his peoples 
Kye$9 and;ito-bring, dhem:/ra:fer rhbſ&evitsthitt 
dave broughn thuſedeaths:upon theivicomforts, 
pr aan, thoſe: worms that't have:deſtroyed 
sh&indubſtance: - Times-oFcorrettionzi:are times 
efinſiteuRidn;. 736-819: When! Zarob's' Bonk 
Htire:eut ſhort: of their; proviſions;! reduced :to 
grcar diſtrets; and plunged in ſore dangers} theh 
4theythoughr upon their fin, and: wrong done to 
#b&r brother: Zoſephy;Gen..42..2 1.1 Fhetirbey faid 
Hy 49 another; uetulyinel\are guiley: concerning our - 
trophy, in that we fawirke angſt ſe is fo 
$ in 2. pj _ 
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when be beſought 4s, ud would not hear, thereſat' 
ifthisv asftreſs we upon us : one | 
this'hore;”'-4, bt ion 7. is a dark” mation, yer "it 
ref much - Lg to the ' en” come to 
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&ion ; "os - pes knew the Lord Was 
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the, taking -off of - a heavy cloak-bag from the 
ſhoulders ,of $5oxs' Travellers, that they-may 
the more comfortably travel to their, jou 
end. Goqd ſouls, whiles crouded-with cart 
buſineſſes, are like perſong ;jn. the midit -of: a 
thicker, and-thorny grove,-when they wauld 
be going forward,one briarhangs.in their akives, 


and/*another, thorn; ſtops their, ;/way: ;: fp-\that 
when God takes off their intereſts, he doth but 


cut out a way-for his children 4d paſs the-more 
comfortably and ſwiftly through the brakes of 
this world,; and lighten the-velle} that it might 
ſail faſter and fafer''to its dehigned Part 3 beer 
not: this advantage ?  - /; -| 
--. Sixthly; Sweeter reliſhes.of heavenly things 
are toBelievers the dleſſed: iſipes of:the world's 
bitterneſs: Harſh; Providences po/rarchly. 
forts make heavenly things the; more; 
Men ſometimes engraff (weet feuiton-crab;treer 
ſtocks, and. God! gives honey;ta his childreg-ar 
the top of thezrog,: P/al.:94 19; \[ The thimm:fx 
one. of, grunge, oe 4 Sr _—_ 
weeds, Yeh 048 pt f >&p NY Rat T 
fard,] The Hycer-meas rt this:vpar[dido;isgo 
ofjcy pur. Gbriftians pallats:oyr of taſte; tonne 
mhichdorht ard diſh opt hisdaintieſtimeat = 
with forreſance: Heavenly:tbigps neyer-xeliſh 
berter, than; when there is lefs;fivectneſs! M! 'rhe 
creature... : Wharavaluc did: David 
oj things when ftripr:.of alli! y-. 'H 
eaty miarntg will = pre ea ore Riches 
&-wor fliteadies ; Dutt WHEn 
»00gr ——_— ya emptied of the worldby 
chevieG is Chriſt precius: 6 xr 
this 
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45% The He:rwenly Trade 
this £help to-Heavenly Traders? © O then! che 
wiefe'trolſes'You” meer with' in" the world, the 
wore haſte Ud you'ttake to yoor Crown. Doth 
the? world! fly from you ? purſe! Heaven +he 
faſter. \Doth'gain fall» then 4dvaiiee godlineſs!: 
Abo'if Your gertmige from Fatthibe' finall;/Tet 
yoirkyings 6tfortHeaven be great. And thy 
Miehfor: rhe'thir@ Branch of Exhortation. | 
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Þ%® Advice th ſweb as ave fallen bick" in Relig: 
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"1 F6urthly;Aword to ſuck as have-begun this 
Heavenly Trade; -and are fillen back-: ' This' is 
the caſe of ſome, and may be'6f more -in' this 
teveof Temptdrion and! Apoſtaſis There are 
fro have begetifiiche Spiritjand are now ernd- 
"p< the! 3 who have image b fair ſhew; 
ſttfdr0 be Tommewhar, ' and'-Vike! blazing co- 
matt; drew'the:&9 69 of admirers on them'ifor'a 


+ 


tine: and” then feldown-ro;the Earth. Some: 


rhathave left rhe veey form. "others that Fave 


YoR:the powerand:life of godtinels+ Manythave 


lad down their Kamp. bur mote; Have tpen 
chtivOil;antareulfoftcometoa'fnuff; Sore 


Wave Thur up ſkypy are quite* gohe/and havertie 
karntheirleaveof Religion; "reſolving! ro-retimh 


tþimore/ unlef@ afery;oredir and Mitereſt return 
 withithem => \Orhiets-yet ſtay} keep'open hop, 

batthave little godds; decay dilly; and urwap> 

on-rhe bicakibg Thard;;/4 wulte {1860 their:in- 
veveſts;'theyhawetoht their firſt Tove; decay'Þ3A 
fpitjeuals; faithphbpe, love, zeal,deiphr'in' GE, 
«nÞliveticeſs! for [tim are quite Toft ;- as hath 


' The 


EO ET SF "I LARS A TC 


beth demonſtrazed? in the ulſe* of -Lamengation. 
A319; 


math. a. — A —_— __— 


ts. the beſt Trae; '(\ zÞ 

The deſign af-this; head- is-0nJy;1t9- offer bad 

2dyice rowards'the recovery. ofdecq 

Traders: In which; as hitherro,-for þ lia. 

Qearion L ſhall hevy co the MDITES in the _ 

wy — da 
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roMy firſt Adyice to ſuch.in.order to V4 Bag 
coyery, is:t0-be deeply: affected with-their ev 
tale. 

[Firit, Conſtder, 'tis no ſmall change for a ke 
ſon chat hath lived well, been in reputation with, 
God and men,fared deliciouſly, been oſed tq t 
dainties of God's houſe, and delicacies of his 
love ; have taſted the heayenly gift, and the 
jwrere of the-/world to come; now tobe 

rought to penury,and ſcarce meet; with, a (yeet 
morſe! from day rb day; to'be/put off 'witht 
husks and dry bones, and the crumbs that fall 
from their Lord's Table ; to ſtand at his-door, 
or to wait without for ſome ſcraps, when the 
friends of Chriſt, and Wiſdom's thriving Mer- 
chants, have their marrow and far things ; this 
is a,great change. 

For ſuch as were wont to have a place 
amongſt them that ſtand by, to converſe with 
the Father of Spirits, to be let into the, Pre- 
ſence- chamber, and have the viſits of the Com; 
forter, and iricual fellowſhip of Saints : Now 
rq be laid afide, and ſcarcely look'd upon with 
a 'djvine glance from day to day, no enter- 
courſe with God, or fellowſhip'with the Spiric; 
from'one Lord's day to another, but to be only. 
company for formaliſts and bypocyires, and-ſuch 

 48.Jre, withour ; this is a great: change. O get 


thy 


O 
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Pens with' itt 67 
ink/alſ6 how unlovely, offenſive 
"eto, fifig'an object in the eyes of God,'a 
wichered, \decayed' Profeſſor is ; bis ſoul rakes 
0 aſure in him, Heb.10.38. He doth not care 
for the company of 1uch, they are a burden ro 
him; he loves no more to ſee them, than men 
do Uead corps in their houſes, and rotten trees 
in their garden ; be bethinks the place they ſtand 
in as cumnbring the ground, Lake x 3.7. he counts 
chem onworthy of the Kingdom of God, having 
their hand to' the Plough, ' and then look 
k, Eakz 6. 62. Nothing more troubles his 
OM atan a Jukewarm temper, that was orice 
borning in love,bur now is neither hot nor cold; 
ſuch ride on the :Komach of. Chriſt, and make 
himdown-right ſick, rill he hath vommited them 
out into'the danghill from whence they came ; 
and” is not 'this matter of trouble to a- ſenſible 
heart Þ\ Rev. 3. T6. 

Thirdly, Sach have little defirableneſs in the 
eyes of men alſo. Who cares to'deal with bro- 
ken Merchants; or keep company with ſpend- 
thrifes, that have wafted their eſtates, and are 
come to nothing ? a1 more 'do gracious ſouls 
care for converſe with backfliders.  Decayed 
Profeſſors are like broken veſfſels.in whom there 
iv f0 pleafure ; and as a withered hand, -or bre- 


ken bone in the body, which hath loſt both irs: 


.nſefalneſs'and beauty. A broken Trader mRe- 
ligion is valued'by none ; the men of the world 


cannot endure him, becauſe he hath been”vſceem- 


Res and Saints cannot Jove him, be- 


4 


wo 
: 
4 p lets 2» 


e-is:net really gracious: - Tk Het 
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ſolom (when hung by rhe” hit! ly! betweka 
Heaven and Earth, as alnwotthy' of eichet';) and 
as'@ perfon. belth n-a ftrair PGhaor' ps 
forward nor backward; he cannor go'far chow 
r0keep pace \with-the - prophane; '\nof $0" 
_ ro: fill up: his place with rhe pious; . the Saints 
-yreject him, the wicked will not receive him 14h 
fuctia pitiful caſe iis,'a withered Secayed foul; 
he: hath no: comelineſs. in him' for which ke 
ſhould be defiredy/? bf 9457 Wi L | {12 
+» Fourthly; They are the preateſt 1oſersof ay 
who-break in Religion ; for rhey ndr-onely loſe 
their own irs but others alſo 4 rheit raletirs; 
graces, . priviledges and expeticnees,-are their 
Lord's goods,. which chey have-alied i rigt- 
ous living. they Joſe what rhey-onee kad,what 
they ſeemed 16: have, or wett: fair-forz and they 
loſe what they hape to have, Zwke #6.t. Mat: 
- 251 29. 2 Epift;'foh., v. 8. Gal. $774 All rheir 
enjoy ments,taſtes,comforts, frames,expetiences; 
are loſt : All their profeſſion , fairls, love; 66m 
ſcience, are ſhipwrackt : All their duties, la- 
hours,  ſufferitigs, come ro nothing, if they ure 
»notrecovered-againto repentance... Here men 
;eſtimare their loſſes ro be great, from the qua- 
 lity,.-variery - or abundance 'af the thi hey 
toſe'; all which- are-yer but remporal; the 
 Treafures that \Profeſfors are-in chale of," and 
- which they. ſhalt urely tave, if chey be ſincere 


aid faithful -ro- the! deach, are'erernal.; of all 
which, by their backſlidings (if uncur'd): they 
are depriv'd: O who can count the ſum, and 
valae the worct» of thoſe gloriaus'things they 
fall:horc -of,, ' who. fall' back, and. rags At 
5426 n ri- 


# ! 4 
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Chriſtiadicy;; tillthey: come romthing! | + ©. 
b bly, Fhetr caſe is: dangerovs alſo,and their 
- wound hardly -healed;inor one of many thav- fall 
back in Religion;-:af rhey/gorfar;+recover again. 
70h. '6. 669 :1From.that tims'many ef his Diſciples 
went back; , andowalked'na more with him. When 
Pudar, Simon MMagw, Hymanemws, Alexander, De- 
es; went. off from Chriſt, ithey returned! no 


more: fohn;tells:s of ſome'that went out fromi 
them, and thereby detlared that they were:not. 


of them; x; 74,12; 19. They:went out from niþut 
they were. nat:ofr ws ;' for if ithey''had beeniof tes, 
they would wo: doubt haut continued with'm. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks;not of fuch as fall out'of iofirmi- 
ty, falling.m-the way, which-gracious ſouls 'may 
do, both: falling-into ſame ſinifor. a time; -as Pe» 
ter, and fall back'by ſome abatements of grace; 
as.the Church of Epheſus, yet be recovered ; 


ſuch;he-. intends '\nor here ;| but:choſe. that fall - 


out of the ,way;-:both totally and finally, theſe 
recover-.n0 more. aiarig 1 Fa 


eſt. If perſotis' that fall back in Religion aftcr-4 
hoy hr Lv od may; vever: be panics. re 
how, may-one know if be find decaies, and falling 
.- back-in. Religion, whether he be. one: of thoſe that. 
. ſhall never be bealed or recovered mare ? This 
+ is my caſe, 1 find great declenſions: in; my feul 


/ 


14nd converſation, and [ fear] ſhall never be rt« 
|| fored; but mas worſe and watſe;” and perifh'at: 


7 Woes 


| Choice, upon Judgment dnbreabec he EEE 


Ps 
Fg 
$3 hs, EY” 


05 


Sel. 1. Firſt, Are not.| thy, declenſigts »thy: 
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WI Ar teſt Trad.” 
hed Randi r_ of 'tliy:-heaerÞ x eto 
ng. oo (a we the 


rour ar not Foe why aim, t | Ek not 


contrive'!rhy 4 >fromGod,' bir haſt a 
ſecrer wouldinot agalnſbevery batkfliding;;then 


thy backſlidings ſhall |be eetagns, Fes 

V, IS. wh 7.1'9,'Z' 

Seco Are' they backſlidings vey 
decajes-thy-ſoa>-troubl6, and. reftlels'burden',. 
becauſe of thy diftance from God as che God of 
gracd, and Father ofithy mercies  andbecauſe 
of rhe injury: thereby done! to'thy,gidices arid 
Inner man”, and from ar entnicycit thy 'na- 
ture again fin?” Then there is hope'in- [fract 
concerning this,.that thy backſlidings ſhall he 
jt { Roms. 7. 2.4: Plat: F+ 7 7. Lake T5:.2, 
| I7. 

Thirdly, Are thy. backfilidings afrer chy-EE- 
feftual Callivg,and thy ſmcere chuice of God'to! 
be-rhypecakar and atone portion? ..Thow canft 
ro the ſearcher:of hearts, thar thou! haſt 
taken' the Lord to be thy. God and onely Trea- 
ſire here, / and to alt eternity to bethy'laftend 
and chieteſt' good: and'haſt_raken Chrittto be 
theonely way, truths! add life, thy" Lord anif 
righteouſheſ; and baft''made a'ful and aftual 
ſirrender'of chy:(olfand thy AH ro God: inſex- 
hangs, tobe preſemly} unreſervetly, and eter- 
nally tvis 1a mes thy ©wh; :to:beited/and :go- 
vernediby kbimonely:- Tf; thy afrer-erroutrs 
.cannot\ void this Covengnr;” burare'under 
4 > 0g 5 [#ch tannorifur gnto death, 


4 renmiaeth x wh pos & 
$50 arntraay kept, thats y, 
10! fhoul 
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'ſhouldnot totally and finally depart: from him, 


ont 18:1ſa: 57. 18. Fer. 3.14,22: Hof. 14.4. 
6&8 2% 2 UNTD? GON 6 $$T 300 87 | 
l; Fe y.; Art thou. reſtleſs 4n-thy back- 
Nidings, | until the Lord doth heal thee ?: thou 
canſt give him no-reſt till he eſtabliſh rhy'ſoul, 
and be as the-dew to thy dry and barren heart-: 
[/When God ſetsa ſoul a crying, it's a ſign be-will 
-hear: fer; 30. 15, 17. Iſa. 19: 22. ' A man (faith 
Mr: Dod) can never bein abad condition, except 
he hath a hard heart, and. cannot pray ? Will be 
delight himſelf in the Almighty ?. Will be alwaies 
call upon God? fob 27. 10. \Backſliders.in heart 
are heartleſs in prayer, as they decay, 1o do 
-they reftrain prayer, Fob 15. 4. Ye haveſaid,it 
.3s-im;vain to ſerve God,” Mal. 3. 14. As fin be- 
comes more delightful, ſo duty becomes more 
-burdenſfom, cold and formal ; but a gracious foul 
(that ſhall be healed is 1mpartunate with God, 
and will'not let him alone, Exod. 32. 10,'11. or 
let him ga until he bleſs him, Gen. 32; 6; The 
worſe his:condition is;the more fervent bis cries 
are 3:thei more his: piety: goes:down, the'more 
'his-prayets go up, P/ali 6: 2. Such a ſoul ſhall 
be healed;” who wohld be: healed ; where he 
: works to will; he will-work:to do, - __ 
- »PFifthly, Are thy vitals ſound under' all. ehy 
- decaies/? , then thy. conſutnption/is not moreab:: 
-Is:thy heart ſincere 2 thou! canſt riot;hide of re- 
ſerve. iniquity; but walkeſt before God 'in truth; 


tliy:defires after grace are not feigned, Pſal.17, - 


.v. I, Thy love to. God is not pretended, lip- 
love, but real; :thy.faith and love-arenot whol- 

'ly gone; .but-. maintained in the-truth-thereof, 
'- DIENR NT ks chough 


. 
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oy i ted ; thou ME God go,! bur 
aj reſt- on, him, and; reſolyed'recum- 


grace. and faith eſs:+:Þhere is 
= 60s \ though yoo $0. - he cut 
1 ru will. fprovt again, : and, the: tender 
cof-will,not ceaſe,,fob £47; - 
under all.thy. decates'thou 6ndeſt 
"Sal e, heart.and contrits, ſpirit 3- thy-back- 
ſlidings make. thee liglow.; ;before:God;i:and-to. 
ray EO, vale in thy own.eyes;evety day z 


thy ſou bg makes thee poor in; ſpirit alſo, 
rh thy. beneath, the ;Jeaſt MErcyg: and 
.%, J - unworthy of 'all that patzence,' 


eg gt. and mercy ſhewn;t9;thee. + thou'doſt 
not LO8 at aicting providences,nor.charge God. 
fooliſhly, + pup, . beareſt; his indignation, , juſtifieft 
his diſpleaſure,and wondereſt at his forbearancez 
then will revivings come again, -and recovery 
aſter t MES back, Dan. 9. 7, 23, 25: at. 


5-3- | 
Aut 0 on a wher fide, ' There. are five {ws 


ſjn pc I: fall ing back, An ral hardly, be re 


; ey , thy falling back be before. thy falling. 
in with Chrilt 3 in truth 3; thy, decaies befpre: thy 
qu ehetgp, hen tis. dangerous 3; If thy: build- 

were, 08. the e ſand, and-the towring heights 
fe \framys fd; profeſſion ,from which, thou 
art n.. Yr og nely, ftraures- of thy- own 
OB, ich. the.  ntfring. '$pirit had no 
hand CE: n.thy .decaies are not. likely: to be re- 
paired.” Art , Fe a ſtranger. to the new. birth ,. 
ahd £0. any Seward \ ei upon rhy ſoul ? the. 
principle % thy new profeſſion and ions] * 

£ 2 
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is till an old heart: + Thou never didſt, G os 
Lord. for thy God and” onely Treafif 
hadſtro this day any heare-enion \ with'che Lord 
Jeſs z'\-rhen' thy fall+i Fra Kes ag 726,27, 
x folow'5 11.4. 3 Tink 3 

Secondly, 'A rang of from the - nnn 
dangerous: When men depart fron the Faich 
rurn to another Goſpel, and deny vhi Lard rhyr 
bought them, fall from the Dodrine of | 
after enlighrenings; to a Covenant of S; 
laying the” foundation of Salvation-hopey upon 
crea ormances and improvements,w 
they go from the Rule of Faith and Word of 
Truth,' ro natural light, and” ſedycing: on 
which have not their evidence and a 
from the - Scri . When ret at, once 
_— de on the true foundation and 

diſpoſal by the Rule of Righteouſneſs. *ris mac 
to be feared whether ſuch ſhalt be reftored,G 
I. 6. 7 4 Heb. 10. 26, 39. 2 Pet, 2. Iy, 
Heb.6. 4. 6. 

Thirdly, When men make Merchandiſe of the 
Truth, and el] rheir profeffion. for wofldly br 
tereſt, -having loved the reward of ini ain: al 
made a fivap Sn for a pg. 


ſake : - This is a mighty provocation to 
Spirit, when men can ſell themſelyes to work] © 
wickedneſs, and value the great things of Godiy ** 
Law, of his Trath, and Salvation at fo lowaff * 
rate; to part with them for a meſi of th 
and the dirty Cabals of = world : *Tis ſeldomy} 
that! ſuch find re b Delia 
with tears: See f#das, Samon 


Demjas, Spira : What remarks offat owindi | 


ts Hebei Trade. " 34r 


narioh God -makes ſich Apoftates to be& F who 


owl i Fa their Religion for worldly in- 
tereſts!_ 2. Tim. 4. 10.. 1 King. 21.20., 2 Per. 


2.2, Ic. As I. r.> 
"Poa Geet yin. in heart ſhall farely 


peril ed with pen of om $6: beth 


ni Gig t, like TRE | p 
at r Its - ſtring bro en, Pſal, 28 A 
When.a ra 0. Caſts coke ion as one d EF 
burden, ajfid a beaſt > fer.'$. F- and is 
mf; E is rd of his trou me w ag, one 
By ot-out of rn, Hom I, $2. This at- 
yes irit of Bel; al, ,and a dangetous ſtate : 
hy have taken up a'Lamp upon” c int, 
for faſhion, or intereſt, or for companies-ſake, 
the fool ſh V7 2's NE tergRe I414-#al.78.57. 


Fer. 5. 0 

[ edt Doo kict rig. CT oak 
Pear 2 they ws dy. their Ao} re- 

4 T the r 

ST aſpre take away the heart, and they 

| arc d with. other Loyers: this is a 

thera ſign ee a er bee ſtate, of Fen 

' Ee 


t, an cad way of error and 
ling in. with other: intereſts, and 


are | J1f jt; Now the world, , reputa- 


<> 445+ 


hedled, Ezck. 47. 17. 

ons . ire rejudie'd ag 
the th ne: Ru reve ry, Bate t 2m that re wo 
chetn he gate, H- 5+.10. {bun' the light, 
and cannot endure thoſe that would reclaim 
them from the error of their way, ob. 3. 19. 
their hearts riſe againſt any: attempts to reduce - 
; HD Amos 7, 10, cannot bear them that are 
Z 4 good 


| 
| 
1 
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700d, ight and hate tl e. peo A God, they 
ormer! loved; avoiding their << J 
and reproach RM ſters, oe Tha 
- they ohce took wy. | Mew a Sat 


gcronh ſtate, \uch a 
deſperate! and not far Hh 
death, 70 yoti that are fallen'back” j Tigioy! 


Es yo ke 30 mr Ti oY: 


- are*yqu"gone back'; veſtionaB E 'W tieth 
ts ery nt the whit willyow f 
latter-en be ?. TE re will be worſe 
your”, if "twice dead; You EO 
ns up bythe Toots ; if after ſhowers a 


Tre You deray, your <hd' Ds be ro be 


Hin | 4 HOKE 1 
£ Advice Shi TA A a[+ ol 
_ Secondly, Tf you oF TTPE ©df yo 
alt Fraps in th heavenly, "Tr: 5 fea 
rem 


beak reeds be' ky rig tha 

when men who haye a good Trade, 

be driven in the worſt of times, ar 

"advant 4 if followed, do; DOCH ah 
back. a decay : ; "Sug & is Relig ion, It tmair 
'rain'atd* enrich its" f lowers, if "they "be .n 

- wanting to © ehemſely z_there muſt ,needs | 
ſome great: cauſes and allcarrk \ then th 
doth” caft back the” rofeſſors of Cprifign 

and bring a conſum! jon : 6n their Joyr-pe 7 
rity : one whi may be theſe: Wa 

' Firſt, "When they ,cotet upon this” HL enly 
Trade;” and: have not 'a 'ſtack' to ſet It u * RE- 
Eon, is a great Lk afd cannot t be &a 


s + , — — t 
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mikabys ſtock of: api to maintain it * 
Commit grace is riot i Tatable' ſtock"'for this" 
ſpiritual” Trade 3 it "may + mien fo-'tranſa6t- 
the external part, and common” wotks'vf'Re- 
ligion'; but cainot do the” inward, ſeerer{ aha” 
choiceſt ſetvices of godlineſs : 4 "Prager Inc 
dlle i'mor with its joy, Prov. #4, 15. 16, tior 


- ferme 
its work 3 "They that are in the fleſh #antiot ple aſe 
God, Roim. 8.8 The Kingdom of God 5s 1109 Wieat- 
and dvink. ; "Roms. T4. 17. it lies hot in 'obtwerd: 

duties, bur! r5ghtronſueſs; peace and” joy" in "the 
Holy Ghoſt , which ne hypocrite can'reach"t6; 
This ſpoils many, . they take-up a forth of god! 
lncſs without the' poweP of it ; and! beidp trans 
gers-to'the- work' within rhey- carrot earty'! 6H 
the works of -grace. without, which'this ſtate” 
calls'for ;"and ſ0-fall batk;and come to nothing, 

When perſons get ſome knowledg,parts,frames, 
and temporary graces they preſently take bp) 

a Lamp of profeſſion; ani ger into the company 
_ of 'the wiſe, climb upito'the enjoyment of pri- 
' vfledges, and thefi fir down contented, and fall” 

wy ON znd' wheti they 'ebine to temprations, | 

itual-duties, to the work of faith, love, 
are, ſelf-denial, mortification, and the like ; 
Ving not grace to ſupport them, ard a ptin-' 
diple thatiſaits ſuch work, they' fall ſhort of Un-' 
ty, and-into fin, and ſo Trade, and alt away ; 

Common-grace is'as a ſtanding-pool; Whichha- 

ving not aſpring to feed it, dries up" when ſyp- 

”_ ceaſe;'and' ſeorchings come ; whereas-true 

© is'as'a well ru water, that” ſprings ap! to 

b ereraal,/ ' 
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bs To. 4 c pectin Bag me 
A of it: Irregular ations PTY of = 


& with the heavenly Trade, when perſons 
ct. 


ſee its CRE NERs Udo 6.2 
vantage, 0 if-chey profper nat, b 
fall back.in godlineſs.. Sylonon diretting to this 
heavenly Trade, ws to: get wiſdom as the 
principal thing in oxder tot, Prop. 4. 7. And 
mhen he oh keg would further the, [Saints in 

wil walking, as:the neceſſary way 40,it,he- 
borer be aid bo y' T nd wy + 

1 55.90 #8, 

T if ful eg Fog | may wa 
Kt of #be_ Lord to all UL pleaſing being fond 
fel in every good work, pub Sa things ade David 
thrive ſa much in þis'praper publick work s It 
trgrity of heart, and Underſtanding; £ſal78.73+ 
He fed them according to. the integriy of bas 
heart, and.;gu ided, ; A by the vvlerſ of 
his hands : | books read itn ral 
number in. the Greek; 1» hilfulne fe PL 
Tuan, - noting +the great meaſure of wiſdom 
which men inecd. _ would proſper. in «heir. 
proper. work, and order their iſtrations 


ag as might moſt further their ſpiritugl 
elfare ; The want of which: wiſdom apd pru- 
dence in.Chriſtians to order | every OG TY 


do im their general a Petar th Callings,:cot- 
vefſes, conditions ana 


OCCUTTENCES in the World 
"RN to 


mak do. 0H So Pt BE. ao. LR AR es 


is tbe beſt — 345 
to, the; beſt advantage of their is; 008: re@% 
ſntheytheive ſo little in-rheir oo pit 
Wiſdom would, teach''men 16: pre 


ſaves. and occaſions of evil, and: yinery them 


how-to good, from ain he 
high enld mch Fo 
for want of which Co ack, in 
and decay: apace. 
-.Thi y, This alſo caſts back Traders ;. how 
they are not dili ary mana tof their 
Trade: HA. ſlot a= Prov. 19. 


, and by wack + wo Pepe decags'.; and. 
hand the droppeth tho- 


_— 
wer, Eccleſ. 8. 20:;; They that. will thrive in 
the World muſt bediligent;! take: all OPPOTitule: 
nities to-ca ry" work : Toe aibigert . 
my” rach,. hſuluefs imen are bi RY 
ws Cap *tis 10: xr /hrmerhan wheo-men 
lexdoy n their work, and. db-moe! fellow 'r to 


pow ;they|ſponideray; apdticraine ſfirirual- 


4 this 3s: vhe; bane: :of many this day = 
is not thbir.buſine@®;/men do bnr little 
Lord's day, and ſcarce a ftroke of work. 
ect A} thelweek--after 3: hear they will, and 
when that is done, their work-is dohe too : 'ne- 
ver cbink of what/they hear, or pur: it/to /pra-! 
Riee from one: Lord's day ro another: All rhe 
week their heads, hearts, botds, feer, rime, 
ſtrength, diſcourſes, contrivances are wholly.ra- 
ken pp about the World; and how. can they 
chooſe but go down the hill, and-waſte away 
in their ſoul-intereſts ? 
Religion is. one continued work, which ab-: 
lows of no intermilſion,but' hath its work every! 


days 
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this'(day-'in:thei-doul-bulinefſes l: every 


left of, reading; meditation, conference,” 
watching , grace 


Gal,'s 
of mo And chiorabich 


were ſoon ; 
es 


their- own hearts, they hiavecinv:' heart: 
þ-rory Hoſ..y. 3T. : Love to: Religion is 


8. 32-IN j? Hong O61 2 10, 


Trades: tend:to / 'breaking 3'/ 


and in'every thing ; break'but'one link! of 
golden chain of: godlineſs] and-'iri odors 
the-whote./>Q the flothfulneſs of. — 


th'neglefts3 &of 
Gifd op' with riegleftsz negle&of prayer per. 


»cheniſhing-work, forget this 

= A] paſs by another, cold, ſteighty, formal 
}-; :rhis'ſpolls'the ofperity x ſauls: "The 

Glakit jams. began well; bur-did-not hold'onty 

7. Moſt-mens jo 


___ 


Kramoſt miſcrabtey: their lets ate of themſetves : 
Whohathiblliared' you ?” "Mens ſtays are within'in 


ts do 
almoſt 


ne, and\this makes men im- theſe pleas 
nt” ways”: .whilvaffetions Body: ſouls ate ne- 
ver weary zi batwhen the, hearr 'is gone, then 


2 


etcry thing'is burden; ſao will do no: more: 
. than needs they: muſt ro. quiet? conſtiencey and”. 
p_— PRnee an: :eredit.z/and: this ſtarves 


* 5063 40 


':Fourthly, Great and. frequenr'loſſes in”-9wens; 
'and ſo it is' In "Rs 

ligion ; Chriſtians chrobeh: their' ftoth, formatis 
ty and unwdtchfulneſs ſuſtain. any and” 'pvear 
loſſes of ſpiritual mercies, and this'brings theny 
Jow. ' A Chriſtian the. orher day, ir may. be; had: 
bis-graces flouriſhing, his heart warm, his affe- 
&ions quick-and liyely, his conſcience pure -and 
——_ his will flexible, and ' fix'd' on God and 
things ſpiritual, 2: Ep.'7oh. 8: and a good" frame 
Corda magh his. whole ſou]; .þut now through 


his 
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his careleſheſs all..js Joſt 5:94 Gal., 3-1 ne: 


time he loſes the favour an comfortable . | 


ſence of God, Pal. 51. 12. another rime;he -,. 


loſes a ek Bil of ſpirit, and.; peace: with 
God; ther light. and, convictions, penn gone ; 
another time .enjoyments. and experiences, arc 
gone ; now his deſires after God. are. loſt, thep 
his. firength is deyoured ; .now, temprations 
prey upon the. ſoul, and en earraptions Ew, 
2 waſte ypon. it come to OCH $7 
'Sagraments, and after a great _deal-of. oraver. 
care, and ſtriving, a little grace and comfort is 
obtain'd; but through want . of watchfulnel$ 
all-loſt again : it may be before- it ſtirs out: of 
the place, or recovers home to his babitationg 
the next COMPANY « diſcourſe, occaſion,  takey 
a ce time God brings. the ſoul.ipto the 

e of ſome great affliction, ſickneſs, ſuffering, 
loſſes; and there melts i it into mn holy frames, 
mility, faith, love, obedience rakes off ſome 


antage 5, bur , Immediately, upon a: chan 

4 the; perſon's. condition, when pat Ex 

than wy comfort returns, all 2. = 
ow through theſe many | oy peas, 


20 ſpirituals, which gracious. ſouls in, | 
r 


ey are brought very. low, and, come to . 

ſoon poor and {x ty 
Fifthly, Great -— and large EXPENCES, 
kelp ta make Traders poor apace';. when they 
turn ſpendthrifts, and prodigals, living above 
their eſtates ;..when their layings qut .are.more 
than their cymings in, this myſt needs ws 
em 


oſs, puts on ſome beauty, imparts ſome pork 


bo The + Heavenly? Fade 
nl + Tanna the #- vip ; He va | 


LS Mafters gootls, L r.. $9 tis witt 
ifdom's Methane al ; when they torn} Win 


als of their graces, metcies, parts, fire 
of other goods © ed ro oy 
Pcling them on their lofts ahd carnal contetib. 
ments, then they ſon find #1'alteration. ; 

- O©,-atr whar' a" rare do 'tneh. tive m point of 


bra upon things" of no value; talking, cating 
drinking, ſlexping, rrifling, ſinning; oy th 
recious time, as'if they had no; emp 
tit, or no better work to do : Little do fon!s 
think "what a ſmall pitrance 'of day-light th 
haye allow'd'for therr vaſt concerns, and mob? 
tade of great _employments-; and 'whar | 
neſs *tis to be ſq prodigal of this little, inchy of 
precious time, 'O the hdurs,” and "days," 
years that £ profe ſing ChtiMans: ſpend r6.7) 
purpoſe ! in vai thobghrs,' {66th Fatking: "imt> 
pertiem converles, unpr $7 ns _ "y 
Ws which when they ſhaft" be all tee 
the great Creditor, and 'a,/bifl of waſtes 
2Fk the hands of confGience,; and the tote 
iimm of theſe! expences read ; whar amazing 
ſenſe! whar dreadful impreſs! and fretful 
will this beget when perſons come to die'!” 8s 
the Queer Taid, If her heart were ript 
Cales would be ſound written in it : So if Tor 
hearts could then be as legible as rheir expreſ- 
fions, men myght read this there in black, arid 
capiral letters, Loſt t;ms, Loſt Frome. { 
How great. "allo are mens waſtes of 
and- peace, -wifdom and capacities, and alf fo 
> e 


"48. «Ha ES: 34% 


the obtaining of ſome inſignificant; 
comfarts, Fa rarith Sh hs the Them, = 
- are. ng. locuſts (Chriſtians) like your .cnrſed hats, - 
which. have devoured .your, pregiqus things-y - 
your affections, rime, ſtrength and graces ; whas. 
convictions, 'refolutions, - hopeful. frames, cont 
ſeieace-tendernels ; talents,' capacities; privi- 
ledges, eugene i providenoes, have the ſer-. 
vice of laſts, and  comentment of oY 
carnal. mind: conſumed + and this-hath brought. 
thy thy foul to ſuch; firaits; ane: 4irefling ar, 
CIES. i kad; 
When ſouls live aboye their capacities and. 
roportion ; that's. cating back, when.perſong: 
hays little, and yer, live. bigh, have but alittle! 
light, and yet ſpend: that too in, works of dark+; 
nels; ___ TIE a ſhort day, and yet 1 many; 
houxs. of that: ane day confurned. in vanity; this 
is.t9, live above thy eſtate, and will be foon-im-; 
poyenVlung 4 When Le wp ag on 2 litale) 
cngth, yet nture- upon. 
_ temptations, - and- run, into.: ſoul-ruinigg. 
dangers, ruſk intq vain company, ſet, upon en-- 
9s Ae affairs,” and,take much bufineſs.on-their; - 


s, and. yct, have; but alittle pontian-of Wiſe. : 


dam and Gracs to. manage them ;, this is.to Jive: 
above. thy eſtate ;in Chriſtianity, -Tojbe: low.of 
ſtature, and. yet: high.in.conceit,,, of eals Gp Ifh- 
tua], worth, and. yet; think highly, . and 
DR of thy {elkand, tg. expett eiimarion from: 
ers alſa, is ro. livg above.thy eftate.; ] . 


Ta haye 59.malng is: bee what: 


comes. in, by t] langer-work; 
ng Jonges cats, iy ay yes "a 
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thy daily wo#k ;" To poor, and yet; in this cotic 
Jidion to expect an eaſie Jife, to lie down to 
farther, to dwell careleſly, and ſet thy hand but 


e thy ſpiritual eſtate, and will ſoon bring 
rice ro breaking i in this Heavenly Trade. © -* | 
-Sixthly, Grear' debts are breaking, and' will 
caſt men Pack! in Wiſdom's Merchandiſe z When' 
xen owe niorethart they are worth, and Know 
not'how to pay itz /run further gn ' book every 
day, rill their credit will paſs noJonyer'; they 
have often promiſed payment, . but ſtill fai'd, 
ah4'now their word will not pats, they can get 
re more-goods, Creditours will not truſt them, 
but: 'begin roſuſpe& them, and threaten to take 
| them Bp, then men ſhat up ſhop and break: This' 
alſv'is pernicious © Heavenly Traders, when 
they become vunfairhful ro God and men, run on 
febre for mercy,” but [never pay or render to' 
God again ;' are deep in debt to God for diyine' 
goodneſs ;z- receive one mercy 'after another,' - 
ohe talent' after another, and make no returns: 
of any ;' God/ſees not principal'or intereſt, but 
they remain fruitleſs and unthankfu] under all ; 
mitke promiſes of better improvements, but 
fill break them : Come to Sacraments, and re-' 
new'their Covenant with God, and go away. 
 and'break' it again'; 'make roiſes to God'un- 
der uMliQtion, thar'if he will deliyer them 7657 
olit#; they will never grieve andy _ him 
more as they have done ; make large | 
metits, if God will hear this prayer, go 6 
chatmercy'; 1 wehien cho n's ſery'd; for | 
get-God;and- break all their yows again ; be 

\ Tg ready 


fits and ſtarts to thy work : This is to live. 
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ready. to paſs their word: on.every occaſion; and 
thtn;look after it -no more: this'begets'a jei- 
louſig'in. the Lord! of Hoſts, ' 'that:he will: eruft 
thegrno more,;Dexr. 32.21. but hold his hand, 
and:part with no-more goods, but: threaterist9 
take them. up,and:to. cat theiv Guls ito. priſonz. 
degins; to ſue thentin : the Contt-6f Conſcienca, 
and torout-lav them at \ the! bar 'of Juſtice; 26 
ſeize on what or dur the/awayigoes peace, 
Joys hope;andthey comes breaking; {: Theſe are 
{ome'of thoſe reafons why by Chriſtian go dackin 
Religion, | and''decay:in theirvHeavenly Trada. 
©-Chriſtians ! bring} the: pluthmer 4ro-the-: ling; 
and thy. heart and Jife to irs ballince, -ahd- ry 
 fromwhich' of [theſe comes thy ſoul-decaic, 
and then get it'to; bear upon thy heart, -til|-rtiop 
art. fully convinc'd of thy: evil, and willing-on 
any! terms to obtain-remedy. 1 274 11:14 THO'p 


© 1 
” 3 3% 
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Advice - STC 

| Thirdly, Compound with your: Creditour, 
get your peace made with God'through Chriſt; 
-make haſte to prevent a ſeizure on- yourperfon 
and-goods. by a timely compoſition:  Agree:wieb 
your adverſary while you are ix the way with him, 
leſt at any time he deliver thee to the * dh ax 
the Fudge. deliver thee to the Officer, thox be 
caſt into priſon, "Mar. 5.25. "Tis 4 ry ray 

' to fall into the hands of an ever-living:Godz whe 
a conſuming fire, Heb.10.31. ch.12. = O tremble 
_ in the ſenſe of his. righteous Judgment, and 
force:northe:Lbrd by: thy defaies-to-commence 
aſuit againſt thee, and to make” an entry u 
| a that thou haſt x but go humble thy * ſelf, : an 


34a 
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anakg fure thy fromd, Prov 6. 3i Fall down before 
thy Credicabr;'and fur for rerms of reconcilia- 
tion ; caſt-chy ſelf at rhe feer of merey;'bon- 
&ffing chy' fin : Pay the debe. thou:icanſrnory 
go-beg eee, even ach 2 note to diſcharge 

=> Fewer To G'S Father him- 
fis.we with ; Creditour muſt 

be ſatisfied or thou arr undodie ;- but this! you 
can never do: Away to-a Mediatour ro obtain 
rerms, and to; 
your friend, who'is able to- facisfie all the 'Fa- 
cher's demand; to:eroſfs the book! and fendyour 
diſcharge-by the Spirirof Grace, - who cari-wit- 
neſsithe pardon of all fits to yore: cow- 
Fiences :; \Cotne-to'bim. m'the ſenſe of your 
folly, bearing/your: 
ingyrales; and with the:prodigal rerurn;: from 

Your harlors to your'Father?s houle,rating your 
ſelves beneath the leaſt of his mercies, and con- 
. ſenting to the meaneft. condition, ſo he wonld 
bur:take you inagain, Lake I. 17, 18, 20,27. 
Subſcribe all his: rerms; and:make a new for- 
render:of your-felf'and your: Alt ro-Chrift; tb be 
no more your own, but more entirely his: than 
ever, fer.go.5: Enter into.a new Covenant with 


God.i in Chriſt, raking him'for your Surety, and 
fetching all your.abilicies :to fulfil ir from him, - 


BE. thy. foal more; firmly -bound to the 
4 | 


tby'the-bond of the _ 


Advice 4. 
up. no:more: for-your:: ſolves, 


Fourdhily, Set. 


buremer yourſelves Factors for Chriſt. Te may 


boyou traded formerly for yourſelves, and! ug 
oke 


= 


your peace; make Chrift - 


ſhame. Bertike your waſt- 


ww DO > wtf +> wa x * a <a a.aces ec 
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br ke pits; if you-mwenid prevent that danget 
for the furprs; -you maſt þe no more, for your | 
ſelves, but for him 3' txafing 'as his 'Faftours; 
not YOUr:OWn. it It bo) 111%; "*; 
Now three, things | are. - jury ina. Fictor;” 
which muſt be obſerved alſo by. wildom's Mer- 
chants, IFever they will drive a thriving Trade 
in -Godlidefs. 15 tonito% 1: | 
I. To trade pion anotlhers Stock; 
2. To be regulated; by anothers Advice; 
'_ 3.» To drive on anthers {ntereſt. 
Firſt; If yow will; be Chrift's Fatours, you 
muſt trade upon his Kock; , you muſt nor onely 
take all your goods 'from him, bur as his; not 
onely feroh' in your graces, abilities. skill, ſhc-' 
ceſs from him,-but-uſe and improye. then as 
his, not as your own.: oh. I, 16. Of his fulneſs 
have all 'we received grace for 'igrace. "Twas not 
-onely part of his fulneſs before it was'received,; 
but *tis his grace after reception, Col. x. 19: 1c, 
pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
dwell : not:onely; the falneſs of the Divine Na- 
ture, ::but -the fulneſ of habitual grace, boctt 
which are Jin. Chriſt ;; the- fatter is' chiefly in- 
tended here, which dwells im Chriſt - as in a 
head,: not; for himſelf. onely, bur for his body, 
a8 beams-/jin the Sun, and water in the Fountain 
for the-uſe of man; -The Father hath laid up all 
tliat grace: that: Believers need here and for 
ever in the Lord: Jeſus, as .in a Treaſury, or 
Truſtee's hand, fot thtir uſe; or made it over 
to him'inot;onely.as'a deed of gift, but as a pur- 
ehaſe-which he) hath/; bought by his blood for 
the.good ad ic of his children : "Tis his ful 
S 


4 
: 
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neſs, right- and intereſt,*burt for their uſe and 
advantage, but fo as the" property atid AiſÞoſal 
be tilt his. Fal'n man' hath for ever forfeited 
his credit with God fince his firſt defefion, ito 
-become"any'more the tiſpoſer ' of his intereſts 
and intieritance; or be intruſted again'with his 
own pertion; God deals 'with ſaved ſouls as 
parents do with prodigal children, ſecures their 
eſtates in the hand of a Feoffee. Believers Trea- 
ſures are laid up in Chriſt, 'that ſo grace as well 
as glory, ſanCtification and ſalvation may be ſure 
to them, and not liable to forfeiture or loſs ; to 
be diſpoſed of;and parted' with by them as they 
-pleaſe, but be certainly and eternally theirs, that 
10 they may come to Chriſt for all they need, 
as heirs under age, who have no more in hand 
than what they want, hut- muſt come to-'thei 
Overſeers for all they have uſe of; and not o- 
ly as ſuch, þut as Stewards alſo that muſt be 
accountable for what they have, and 'how thiey 


\beſtow it. 


Poor decay'd ſouls, Would you recover you 


lofſes, and renew your Trade ? then "you -mul 
come to Chriſt's fulneſs and be beholding to hi 
free grace for all yotr need. Do you want grad 
for your duties, places, rryals, ſufferings ? come 
to Chriſt's fiflneſs for your ſupplies ; ſend' ro him 
by the hand of prayer an intimation of all yout 
wants : Make known yout:requeſts to him. Phil, 
4. 6. Be careful for tiothing;' but in every thing 
prayer and ſupplication,with thankſgiving let you 
requeſts be made. known to God." Ceaſe tiot' fr 
following God in the Name of Chriſt :vwirh' 
queſts, rill the Spirit meet you withreturn 
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The Lord Jeſps hath ordained his people-to re- 
ceive their ſupplies, ſalaries, and ſtipends from 
Heaven in the Court of Requeſts. Matth,7. 7. 
Ak , and you ſhall receive. All things whatever 
Jon ſhall ak. in prayer believing you ſhalt receive, 
Matt. 21,22. Seek it by prayer, receive it by 
faith : Go-to Chriſt in the. promiſes for all you 
want, judging him faithful who hath promifed, 
Heb. 11. 11,' God's Word 1s as good as preſent 
y, and ſhall be fulfilled by him (who cannot 
ye) to all that by faith receive it, and wait 
Its performance. All his promiſes are-m Chriſt 
Tea and Amen, 2 Cor. 1.20, Who came down 
from Heaven to confirm them with his blood, 
and is returned to Heaven to fulfil them by his 
interceſſion, Heb. 7.25. You may boldly ad- 
venture on divine aſſurance, and ſhall not be 
aſham'd, if you fincerely roll on Chriſt in his 
Word,. Be well acquainted with the promifes, 
clear up your intereſt in them by. believing,:and 
expect their fulfilling through Chriſt, It may. be 
_ thy graces are low, thy corruptions high, guilt 
heavy, fears many, refuge fails, thy prayers nor 
anſwered, no good news from Heaven or Earth; 
thou ;prayeſt, hopeſt, waiteſt, but no anſwer;..in 
this, caſe nothing bur firm reliance on divine 
faithfulneſs, tan keep thy head above water. 
'-:Are you in wants? go to that promiſe, Ay 
God ſball ſupply all your wants, Phil. 4. 19. God 
will ve grace and plory, and no good thing will he 
with-hold from them that walk, uprightly, Pſal. 84. 
w.11. Do you find changes in your ſpirits, and 
frames, and-condition ? See-that word, Believe . 
in the Lord your God, aad you ſhall be eftabliſhed.; 
| ; Aa 2 X 


bel:eve 


- . 
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believe his Prophets,aud » os ſhall proſper, 2 Chron. 
20,20. Are corruptions ch ? apply that'word; 
He wy turn 4 he -will have compaſſion upon 
as, he-will ys 0g oxr iniquities, Mic. 7. 19. Sin 
ſhall have 'no dominion over you; for you are not 
andev the Law, but under Have,” Rook, 6. 14. Who 
gave bimſelf for #s, that Zo is might ww, 1s from 
all eniquity, Titus 2. 14. For this purpoſe the Son 
of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the Devil, Joh. 3. 8. 1 wil ſave her that 
halteth,” Ziph. 3.19. When thou ſecft nothing 
but witherin hes and dyings- in thy foul, apply 
theſe promiſes z So- wilt: thou recover me, and 
wake bo ro live, Tſa. 38. 16. The righteons fhal 
flowriſh like the f-oreichny he ſhall grow like the 
Cedars of Lebanon : Thoſe that be planted in the 
houſe of the Lord, ro Xn a ys the Courts 7 
on God, thy, fruit in old age; 
they foal be fat yhe6r 7 wg Pſal.. 92. 11, *Y 
I 3,14. 1 will be as put we dew to o Tha, he ſhall grow 
as the Lilly, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon? 
they that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall — and 
ſtall revive as the corn, Hoſ. 14.5, 6, 7. __ 
' that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrenge 
Iſa. 49. 31. In theſe and ſuch like promiſes, as 
\ In wagons ſent of purpoſe to ferch you, go over 
to your foſepb, and get them laden with the 
riches of his Kingdom,that you may be relieved 
and caryied on in your Trading for Heaven, im- 
proving theſe not as yours, but as your Lord's 
goods; That's the firſt, Trade upon Chriffs 
Stock. _ 
Secondly, Follow his inſtructions, be guidel 
" by Ws order in the Mandgemett of. your = 
| venly 
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yenly Trade + Take Letters of Advice from 
your Creditour, how to lay out his moneys,and 
how. to diſpoſe of his goods. Prov. 3:5. Lean... 
wot to your own underſtanding, which 1s the moſt 
chſe and ſubtil kind of Idolatry (faith Cartwright ) 
Seek not after your own heart, and your own eyes, 

aſter which you to go a whoring, Numb. If. 39. 

' is mightily .propenſe ſince his firſt defection 
from God, to take the Scepter into, his own 
hand, and to become the governour of his own 
waies :- But this God: cannot bear, as being in- 


conſiſtent with his Supremacy, and that State 


alſo. into which” man is by grace redeemed ; 
which is an abſolure 'deyotednefs: unto God, 
2.Cor. 8. 5. Ye have likewiſe choſen the Lord 
to be your Law-giver and-King, if you arc his, 
and are; now upon your own conſent determin- 


. able by bis pleaſure in every thing you do: The 


rectirude of every action lies in a conformity 
to his will, who is yoar. Lord and Soverglign. 
And as the eyesof a Handmaid wait on her Mir 
ftreſs; ſo ſhould Believers on Chriſt for direction 
mnall'they do, Pſal. 122; 3, Chrittians, your 
former irregularities i in the proſecution of your 
Heavenly Trade, have almoſt loſt you, and' caſt 
you back : O be more obfervant of Divine” In- 
firuftions for the future ! follow: your advice, 


walk by Rule: 4s you have received how you 


ewght to walk, and to pleaſe Goliy, ſo abound more 
and more, 1 Theſ. 4. 1, Beg Wiſdom of God 
to know | his Will in- every thing, to. do that 
which is well-pleafing in his ſight, having a war- 


rant for- every action: you perform both civil 


and religious ; this will be your comfort now, 
Aa 3 and 
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and your peace in the day of your accounts. 
Thirdly, Drive on his intereſt, not your own. 
Roms. 14. 7, For none of us liveth to himſelf. God 
can more: juſtly ſay what Laban did to. Zacob 
© concerning his children and goods ; Theſe dangh- 
ters are my daughters, and theſe children are my 
children,. and theſe cattel are my cattel ; and all 
that thou ſeeſt 1s mine, Gen. 31. 43. The cattel on 
a thouſand bills are his, Pſal. go. 10. with the 
corn, wine, wooll wnd flax, Hoſ. 2. 9. Both the 
improvement as well as principal are his, Mar. 
25. 27. He hath right to the exercife and fruit 
of your graces and duties, with all that you en- 
Joy /and do : Put Chriſt's mark on all your 
goods ; whatever you gain by his talents, put 
on his account, and Jet your disburſments be 
expended to his uſe. Seek not your own DIngS 
your credit, peace, comfort, intereſt, but in ſub 
ordination/ to him: If the Lord by his Word 
calls for any of your enjoyments, you muſt let 
them go: If by his Providence he- takes off 
any comfort, murmure not, fay, *tis the Lord, 
'Let'him do what he will with his own, ALar.20, 
verſe IF. | | 
1, Adrt ice 5. | 
Fifthly, Follow your Trade better than you 
have done ; remember how former careleſheſs, 
formality, ſloth, hypocrifie, have undone you, 
and amend. The flothful ſoul is as the door on 
his hinges, Prov. 26. 14. that never makes any 
progreſs in Religion,or comes'to any excellency 
m grace. No Chriſtian (faith Mr. Sedgwick ) us 
ſo able in the habits of. grace, as he who is conſciet- 
pronſ'y frequent in the prattice or exerciſe of grave. 
[Coriſt's 
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[ Chriſt's Comunſel to his languiſhing Church ] 
Would you recover your ſtate, and come to any 
eminency in godlineſs,,then make Religion;your 
buſineſs: [Thar ſleightineſs of ſpirit. in the, way 
of God, which loſt you. at firſt, willneyer're- 
ſtore you. The recovery of a {aint ſoul (faith;the- 
ſame Author) will never be ww by faint work- 

ings :; You gia fall into ,your / decayed ſtate by re- 
miſſrve attings, and think you, that which was nat. 
able to keep up your graces from ſinking, .cau now 
quicken and raiſe them being Jonk: [Chriſt's Con 
fel to his .lauguiſhing Church, p. 148.] If negli- 
. gence did cait you back, diligence muſt he]p to 
recover you: Take more pains with your hearts; 
follow your work of godlineſs every day, and 
in every, place ; Be catly and Jate in your ſhops 
of duty, and. in the warehouſe of your hearts : 
Beware of ſpiritual ſloth, and ſoul-loſſes ; take 
heed-of unfaithfulneſs with God, conſcience, or 
others. keep touch with your Credirqut ; be 
tender of your yqws to God and men, keep 
from;prodigality ; live not above your. condi- 
tion-z-waſte not.precious time, parts and grace 
in yain,z,; walk ſtrictly in, the whole. courſe of 
your life, keeping your ſelves from iniquity, and 
in; the; Love.of God. . Looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and pr Saviour Zeſus Chriſt, fude v. 21.Tu.2.13, 


5th, Branch of Exhortation to good Traders 
Mn In Religion, 

+ Laſtly, You, whoever you are that drive.on 

this Heavenly Merchandiſe, and have any gocd 

- Trading iin-Religion, be-you exhorted ny 

1 | Aazg | Firit, 
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"dice £ 
Fit, To bleſs God'for wy crading: 5 I it 
Y we 'with'your ſoeſs, p Cop the Soar b-wind blow, 
_ = 71 arden, and Spies flow ont ?\ Cant. 
716, Dovh the Fig ve x farid hey greet Figs ? 
and the Vine, with the tentler Grape, give a good 
= ? Cant. 2.13. What Peahs have'you then 
-- þ-: be always giving thanks » you whoſe tra- 
| turns. tq any fp iritual L-poy=s 6 ; thon 
| Fay, Ti 'Tis { cod ra re 1 ; in keep- 
his comms, is great reward: The Lord is is 
not a barren wilderneſs to thy ſoul; but - peace 
5s within thy Walls, and profferity within thy Pa- 
Laces, Pfal. T22. 7, WS ne fot 4 freſo in rhee, and 
bow renewed in t ſpreadeth 
out by the waters, ' the dew Au a porn be- 
ewten thy branches , Job I9,: His ways 
are pleaſantneſs, and bis ſteps dr f Fe ts FA 
foul ; and be commands his b Heſſe pot theth 
and thy dith and love do grow. 1s i if tis In 
meafure with thee ? O then bleſs the Lord:wi 
thy ſoul ; Jer all ther is within thee bleſs his 
holy Name.” Make the Lord thy glory; and 
xriumphing praiſe : Thou haſt abundanr- reaſon 
to be admiring grace, and exalting « Grine glo- 
ry. ' Becauſe, 
Firſt, ' Soul-thriving is a great merey' at all 
times; 2 little ſpiritual.goods. is beyond all the 
World's treaſure z one. piece of Chriſſs tried 
Gold weighs down all the Pearls and Diamonds 
jon earth ; and whatever can be found: below 
grace,cannot be compar'd with it;Zob, 28.11,12, 
x6, or named the © BR day with it: The light 


of 
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of God's countenance, Caine ; of ſin, partici= 

tion of the ſpirit, ful of Promiſes, fel- 

owſhip with che Facher, Son. and Spirit; heart- 
breathings after, love” to, and: delight in God; 
are things of incſtimable worthy; if you 
them in themſelves, or with other things ; or:if 
you confider the grace from:'whence they 
come, or price which-they coſt-:' Spiritual thri+ 
vings are an evidence of fincere love to God, 
7aag. 5. 31. Let thens that love thy Name be as 
the Sun that goeth forth in his w » arid of ſpe 
eial love'in God to that ſoul, T:r.3:4,6. Epb,'x. 
ING God may proſper in the | World thoſe 

hates ; Eſas ad his far things: here, | but 

grace: and — are. new-covenant-b] 
Shieh fpring from eternal love in the heart of 
Godvto- that ſoul; Heb. 8. x0. Zeth, 8. 11, I, 
T 

Secondly, 'Tis a fingular mercy at this time, 
a mercy that few enjoy in the day we Iive in; 
What's rare thing) is.ir, w this long winter, to 
Kea green Olive, a tender Grape appear,, '6r 
Pomgranate bud'?: Cant. 7. 6: or ras. Berry: in 
the uppermoſt branch, er crop vr It was a -p&- 
cvliar 'glory put ' upon d..of Thyerra, 
that ſhe' was chiiring when: other\Chorches 
were decaying : She ' bad works; and works, and 
the aff were more''rhim (the. firſt, Rev.2. 19. 
Epheſus had loft ber firſt Tove; [Sardis had de- 
cayed and waſted: her” firft ſtrength, ard was 
ready: to die 5 Laodicea Was * = «thay ready 
to be ſþned our by:the Lord Jeſus, 'Rev. 3.1, 
B, 16. ©: only Thyazira- flouriſhed (exceedingly , 
and grew in the winter z and this honour: the 


-.. xT% 
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had, to have 1 ir recorded by:the Spirit for a mo- 
nument-in-after-ages. 'Tis not the Jor of every 
one-r0 thrive in evil times; few pe 
whoſe faith ;and love did grow, 2 Theſ. 1. 
| 'Timathy, who had flouriſhing affections - 
the things Chriſt ; I have uo man like minded, 
.P#L 2.20.'One Gains, whoſe' ſoul out-proſ- 
| his: b6dy, 3 Ep. fo 7060.2. A flouriſhing 
tian this day is like a flower in winter, an 
yo tree amongſt 'the trees: of the woad.: 
Surely, if there be a Soul who this day flouriſhes 
to-any hel tch of. Chriſtianity, who lives in in- - 


|  rimacy with'God, fares deliciouſly in his ſoul, 


feed] _ marrow, and hidden manna ; that 
he'or tly beloved of. God. Thy lot, 
D-:ſoul, is "Bia nin.a peculiar ' plot of mercies 
ground ; -and ſhould-not. the Lord Jefus be ad- 
, mir'd of ſuch a one, ſeeing he is come to 3; 
.mthe fulneſs ofthe bleſſing of the Goſpel 2. O 
bleſs God-for: this unſpeakable gift ! | 

-7 Thirdly, ;/Tis an earneſti of eternal. mercy : 
They that ſow to! the ſpirit ſhall reap life ever- 
laſting, Gak6.8: And ſuch: as abound in holineſs, 
-ſhall have an abundant” entrance 'adminiſtred to 
them intothe Kingdom. of our Lord and /Sa- 
viour, 2)7#;'1; 11. God will gever throw away 
- ſavoury falt to the dunghil;.nor burn up fruit- 
. ful branches,2\ Trees full 'of fap.are the Lord's 
rrees, 'which*he- will tranſplant- into his Para- 
dife above;Pful1r04. 16;:The Lord's ripe fruit 
ſhall be -gathertd,. he ſhaken'on. the ground ; 
. and Bafely | hougd:in Heaven;.! Grace is too.pre- 
 cious ſeed to be loſt; Sch. as. ſow it' now, theygh 
an tears, ſball ſurely come again, and. bring their 
» ſheaves with thew, Pſal. 126. 5. Poor 
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Poor tfoubled Sov], God will not deſpiſe 'the 
day of thy ſinall rhings, much leſs thy fouls 
eilhrrenicits after him; he will 'be<tender'of 
thy ' ſmalleſt blofſoms, and ſecore, them 'ihto 
fruit'; much more ſhall chy-.encreaſes arrive'ts 
the fulneſs of the meaſure vf the ſtature" VF. - 
Chriſt, Eph. 4: 15. God is not mivighteons to 'for+ 
get your work and labour of love, which you hate 
ſhewn towards his name, Heb. 6: 1o!""Tr maybe 
thou haſt forgotten many a duty and hearty. 
teſtimony of thy love to Chriſt, his: name, peo- 
ple and ways ; and canfſt ſee nothing in alli thou 
haſt done, bur art ready to ſay on' every tufn 
When ſaw I thee an hunger'd, and fed thee ?'or 
thirſty, and gave thee drink ? when ſaw 1 thie a 
ſtranger, and took thee in? or naked, a:d clothed 
thee? or ſfick,, and in priſon, avd came to thee ? 
AMatth: 25. 35. But God cannot” be ſo unrigh- 
reous to forget it, or let it paſs ſo ; but keeps 
a record of all thy meaneiſt duties, and will 
make the moſt of them in the day of righteous 
judgment. © know thy worker, and thy labours,” 
and thy patience, &c. Rev. 2. 2. When thou waſt 
under the Fig-tree T ſaw thee, Foh.1:48. He takes 
notice of a Danrel by the river Hiddckel; of a 
Peter "on the 'houſe-rop'; of Elkjah under the 
Juniper-rree, r K:ng.19.4,5. yea, of what was 
but -in David's heart to do, and requitts' ir, 
'8 King. 8. 18. Will not an Abhaſuerns ler the 
ood deeds of Aordecai go unrewarded ? and 
ſhall not the Judg of all the Earth do right, and 
crown the works of his own hands?Yozr labonrs 
- ſhall not be in vain #1 the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 68. 
_D then be bÞleffing God for the. leaſt good he 
| | hath 
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bath. wrought, i in | urge Teak and far you, for any 4M 
pexity .,in your -% here | are no offeri 
come with ;tha t efG uo on God's Mee. 
; ſpiving-offerings, Pſa. 69.30, 31. Wha 
a delightful remark did the Lord Jeſus put. 
the-Lepers return to praiſe him-for cleanſ "va 
Lake, 17. 18. the more ſpiritual, the more re- 
joyeing, 1/a. 52. 8. No ſuch. thriving ſouls, as 
God-praiſing ſouls : fer. 31. 12. Therefore they 
ſhall come, and ſing in the heighth of Sion ;. and 
ſhall. flow together to the goodneſs of the Lord or 
Whear, aud for Wine, and for Oil ; and their ſoul 
ſhall be, as 4 watred Garden, and they ſhall not ſor- 
 roW any more at. all. 


Queſt. How might 1 PER whether I have good 
trading. un Spirituals or no, that T mi bt © 
have ve rage aid for rejoycing mn "God? Cogld I 

d_ this. ſonl-welfare you ſpeak of, 1 Joould 
bleſ; God. with my whole ſonl'; but I ſear 'tis 

. otherwiſe; that' I am one of thoſe mY inf 

. back, and decay in my heavenly Trade. 


- Sol. "There, are ſeven ſigns « of good; Trading, 
eſpecially, in evy, times; which: men. yſ{ually 
reckon tg be diſcoveries of a thriving Trade... 
. Firſt, When men go not back in the W 

but hold their own, they loſe. nothing : WEE 
much in bad. times to keep,ones ground z £0 
be favers in-ſach a ſeaſon is a piece of [gain : 
Try in thighow *ris with you z do not you go 


'back in your. ſpiritual eftate ?. is .it not worſe 


with you than heretofore 2. Is not your faith, 
love, humility, patience leſs. than heretofore? 
It 


is the beſt Trade. © 365 
. If you ga. not back in grace; you go forward ; 
there's no ſtanding at a ſtay in Religion, men' go- 
' forward or. backward in rhe way of kris 
yrs do nor:decay, do rhrive/ir 
ww roves his good. citare"by his ſtanding Act 
aking times ; Neither hive." 1 gone 
om the commandment of bes bp y'T have eftermed 


af as words of his mourh more than my neceſſary 
food' : My foot bath held his freps 3-67 wich Boop 


1 kept, and nat declined, POTS 10,\IT,12; and 
th concludes a eainful iſſue 2 When: be bath © 


ried me, 1 ſhall came forth as Gold. And rhe 
Apoſtle reckons ic good profir, in ſou|-conflitts; 
tb ſtand ones ground z if he cannot-+gam, yet 
not to loſe : But having deve all, to ftand, is + 
vittary, Eph. 6. «3.Chriftians h hayetherr winter« 

feafons, when growing is not. viſible; then to 
keep alive, i is commendable. Do yeu hold\faft 
your integrity ? and keep your' garments:0n'? 
Do you preſerve your conſcience pure fromithe 
defects and remptations of the day:;and 
place you live-in ?/and [your - hearts. -unſpotted 
from the World ? your 'defires as warm, your 
porn of cleaving to God as'firm, and. SY 
ſeer 'as quick to run the way of God's: cots 

mandments as heretofore ? then bave you good 


crading, conſidering rhe times youlive in, which - 


is an hour do gs Amar and _ 
. ar ——— f off I, *tis good 
© | Wares g0- we *tis 
trading ; when goods vend ar a:good. rate, then 
count & chriyinig 'Is:t ſo-withiyoor-ſouls 7b 


| roy up ro/God'with pans 
« 76} 


turvto any profit to' you? 'what:Te- 
turns 


4 
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returns have you of your religious ſervices ? 
do: hearing, prayer, conference, bring you any 
, fouk-advantage? do not goods lie by you -un- 

diſpoſed of ?:burt:your graces are exerciled, your 
ralenrs; gifts, opportunities, improv'd ; then 'tis 
Trading.. . If the Lord pive you light, you 
y-it ont for the good of others ; if he reſtore 
to. you the joy. of his ſalvation, and uphold you 
with his free; Spirit, you teach tranſgrefſours 
his waies,: and endeavour to -convert ſinners to 
him, Pſal..F1. 12,13. When God drops in com- 
fort to you, you pour it forth to others, that 
they may- be.comforted alſo with the ſame 
comforts wherewith you are comforted of God, 
2: Cor .1,4.When you are come to duties publick 
or private, do-graces go out in them? you ſhew 
parts it: mayi:be, but do you lay out grace as 
wdll/as gifts; ſpiritual. as well as natural = 
 Ctions? Doyou pray with the Spirit; and hear 
with. Faith? do hope, fear, humility,holy ferven- 
cy, heavenly: breathings, ſincerity, go off in your 
religions duties ? when you meet with com- 
pany, what.goods do you put off to them 2? D@ 
you labour in. every ſociety to vend fomething 
of heavenly wares; to put off ſome holy counſel 


- 4nd infiruction, ſome gracious experience and 


obſervation, to leave ſomething behind you in 
every place and. company you come, that-may 
faſten a ſayour of God on them ? then is-it good 
Trading, and you are in a foul-thriving way, . 
Thirdly, Men count it good Trading, when 
they are richer-in'ſtock, when they have more 
goods,more variety, greater.quantity of wares, 
than-firſt-they had; and that clear too, and wg 
TI or; 
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for ; their ſhops and warehoufes are fuller thai 
they were, and the goods their/own alſo; ' this 
men reckon good 'Trading:  And'can you ſay 
' *ris thus with your ſouls alſo? Are you increa- 
ſed with ſpiritual goods ?. your graces are more 
as well as gifts, your faith, gt fearare 
Mmore grown, .and | ſtronger - . they were, 
2 Theſ. 1. 3. Can you truſt God:more: than you 


could, and hang upon a naked -promiſe more ,/ #* :.. 


ſtrongly than you could,when ſight fails? 2 Cor. * 

5-7. Can you think well of God when'he frowns 
upon you ? Can-you love him when he correfts - * 
' you ? Tfa. 39. 8, Can you ſtay -on him when he 
ſtrips.you of your viſible comforts, :and:cleave 
to him when he ſeems to' reject; you? : Fob 135 
v. IF.''Then are you richer in ſtock.:; 
Is your Faith more cleanfing and; quickening, 
your Love more warming, your Zeal more-fer- 
vent, your Hope more: adventurous; ;your Pa- 
tience more bearing, ' your Jov more delight- 
ing, your Humility more ſelf-abaſing ? then are 
you encreaſed with goods.  Have.you-more: of | 
every grace ; it maybe at firſt you-had -much 
affeCtion, bur little firicerity ; great.defires; bur 
little faith ; much-comfort, but little patience 
and fclf-denial ; you.could pray,' talk, rejoyce; 
do ſome duries, . but: could not bear trials, want 
comforts, live by faith when fight failed ; you 
were much it may be in ſome duties;--but neg- 
ligent in others ; but now you. have more: va-: 
riety of graces,enlargement in duties, and more 
univerſal reſpe&t to all God's commands, Pal: 
IT9- 6. And if you are leſs in the bulk-of daty, 
you are more in the ſpirit of it ; when or r 
£ there's 
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there's 'a thriving Trade m Chriſtianity. 

- Fourthly, Are 'you leſs in debt than you 
were? thar's another fign-of good Trading :Do 


make conſcience of rendring to-God again ' 


for: all his benefits ? Fſal. 116. 12,13. Is it your 
trouble when'you are behind-hand with grace, 
and fall in a to the mercy of God by-your 
unthankfulneſs'?/ Dan.g. io. Indeed, in com- 
penſation-of 3 ce of God you aredefeQive; 
to make requitals of mercies you cannot ;''yau 
ſee poſſibly. an infinite ſhortneſs in your per» 
formances of the meaneft favour that the Lord 
beſtows upon you ; but ſuch as you have, you 
give to the Lord; you render all | ic 

ifes, though-not all praifes due, Exod. 15.2: 
This you are careful of, and charge upon. your 


hearts every day, to walk as'becometh the ' 
grace that brings ſalvation, and the mercics be- 


ftowed on you : ?*tis the defire of your heart 
and labour, to walk worthy of God to all well- 
pleaſing, and to anſwer the end of -merey / in 
which you are willing /beyond your ability, and 
vieve at your falling ſhort herein : Now this 
oth -the Lord count for the deed, and accept at 
his peoples hands, as full pay, through the ſa- 
tisfaction of Jeſus Chrift,''2 Cor. 8. x2. And 
where *tis thus that perſons live in the daily 
ſenſe of Divine' Grace, and grateful acktow- 
ment of every mercy, there is a thriving 
Trade in ſpirituals. | | | 
- Fifthly, Have you much owed you, and1s it 
ſecure? -Fhis alſo aks a thriving Trade: 
Men count fare debts as good as ready money z 
though they have little-in|bags,yer if they _—F 

| | he 
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the more in'þook,-and good debr ro0;they rate 
themſclyes accordingly; and reckon themſelves 
worth {o much as is due; as: well as to-what' is 
in hand: And ig it fo'with- you Chriſtians are 
you-rich m promiſes #7is nmach coming! to'you 
vpow a inew-covenant fcore ?'' It | may be you 
bave-Jittle in hand,> little. comfort, peace and 
fmecrnel(s you meet with from day to day: You 
ſow much, : but 'reapiirtle ;1 you. ak; but-have 
not,and yer ſeek with your whole heart: Goods 
are received,” but-no money! returned; if fo 

ou have good grounds' of hope for 4 Slentiful 
larveſt; becauſe you'fow ſtore of good: ſeed 5 
are much in holy (duties, and ſincere in thenry 
many a prayer upon the'file, many a+ tear drop- 
td into God's bottle,: much 'grace laid ourt-in 
duty, and rime ſpent in it, a daily care to/pleaft 
God, and upon Scripture-grounds can lay: claint 
to:many a-promiſe on the account-of Chriſt; 
What you. ſow, you ſhall reap, Gal. 6. 8. Tour 
labor ſball not be in vain sn the Lord, 2 Cor: tf; 
wF8. Say wnto the righteoms, it ſhall be well with 
them, for they ſhall eat the fruit of their ) doings, 

Iſa. 3. xo. And the leſs'is received; ' the more 
behind. Improvements of grace do book 
dawn many a mercy-ifar Believers: which: pofs, 
libly:they may not receive all their life, and yet 
be-ſure;. and turns to atcount in the Inheritance 
prepdred for;them\ and, this is good-Trading; 
which brings in'bonds and bills thav are/ſureat 
ſhall be paid to Heavenly: Traders in their ew 
bSixthby; That's:pood-Trading where the pre 
ſeat incomes meintain we Tradere and ſo much 
Ji | 1s 
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got by: it as they may live by z when a-per-' 


fon.can live comfortably upon his gettings,with- 
out impairing the; ſtock: If it be fo with the 
Believer in: — Trade, then haſt thou 
good Trading, - Try Chriſtians, your thriving 
by your Hivelibood 1 can you: live. comfortably 
upon the fruirs of Religion, Carr. 2.3. 0:3. 

doch your Religion maintain your and 
Graces wel ?. Job.4. 30: at: what rate do you 
hve ? Men that thrive. in the world uſually. Jive 


Dier, Apparel, Expences, .do ſoon thew. meng 
gerriagy z/ Indeed. Prodigals may; fpend:. high, 
Fre well:fer.a time, bur-then hey cannot hokd 
itz-they-ſeon break,' but when men can bear 
liberal expences, and their, Eſtates not impaired 
argues tach do thrive apace, and get well:in 
their Frades; ſo 'tis with thriving Chriſtians, 
they; ordinarily hve at! a higher rate of: peace 

and comfort than others, P/.1r9, x65. P//80.19, 
their fare iz detter , unleſs the. health-of their 
Souls do ſometimes call to faſting and-aMiiction; 
ſtrong Chriſtians, overcoming; Souls, haye-bet+ 
ter, Proviſiqhs promis'dthem than others ::ſudh 
feed on hidcen Manna, Rev. 2,17. and.mar 
;bits; ;. [milk is-for babes, \bot-/firong-mear: 
firong .men\ ;. Prov. 21: 25. 75s joyto the: juſt 
to do jurdgnicnt':: Joy and Pleaſure (faith. Itfoobel 

is the fituit. of . wel-doing to ſuch : Gy — 
expend \more. than. oat z' Who have! harge 
0 0b we of Bletlings on their Souls. A pet 
n may be truly gracious, and yet live uncoaty 


fortably inhis/ Soul, and:in the wayeg of. 'God = 


aaos EpUcNLE £1.03 Taſte abes furs, 02 


well , have. good: fare, and good cloathing: 
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but he thag- thrives! im Godlines, - hath} 
mcomes of'{weetnets and peace , and; 
many a merry! meal on-rhe + review of, his, i 
regrity/- and. the grace of God in and td wards 
him, Pfaf. r1x2.'2. 

Sevemhly, Layings up; as: -well-'2s, toying 
out beſpeaks: good Trading ',. when. men 
'cheir bags and; enlarge 3 nofiefiions ; wwe 
Porchafers; and begin 'tth joiti houſe ta..hguſe, 
and field'ro field, then chey- 'fſhew 
their thrivings/1 30 when. Souls thrive in their 
Heavenly Trade , they [begin | ro: lay np; for 
Heavenamd rd be preparing for atother world ; © 
ney hy up-Treafare it Heaven , MHfat. 6.27. 
-ger bags rhar wax rior old : 'weak Chriſtiang ate 
all-for cheit - comforrs' here, 5 how they (nay 
- maincain,cheir peace and pleafire itt the way's 
bur ſtrong/Chriſtians, chriving Souls, they-hdte 
their thoughts upon their journeys end, and to 
make proviſions for their future ſtate = "'Breal 
and Water 'contetits- therh here, Gen. 28.20. 
a liette' ſpending Money in the way to belpthem 
home is aſÞchey indent for :\ But their-chigfeſt 
=_ is tolay-up for Heaven ;: When ſhit 4 pro- 

tant mine = hoaſe; ſaith Jacoby Gen. nee ; 
thriving Chriſtian: is .choughtfat abo 
bi houſe in\ Heaven, to make-all the par hore 

Ae.can'for rhe ; he will lay-up in-ſtore a-good 

$undation ro fay hofd on erernal life ; x Tiwb. 6. 

x9. he is for ſecuring all he car for Heaven, 

and for ſuch works as - wilk follow him; hewill 
turn all he may into moveables, that he'may 
manfnit chem into his Countrey. The incereſts 
of this world are ſtak'd dvwn ro the-carth,. and: 
ys Bb 2 cannot 
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catinot/be removed | but thriving Chriſtians are 
for ſuch -goods'as they -can knock: up, and carry 
with them to their own:home :: They ſtrive to 
pray; hear, think; "_ do, ſuffer, -and all for 
eternity: their atteCtions are :gone: before to 


, World. As 'ris ſaid-of the Arhenians, when be- 


forc'd'to ſerve within (a). i So *tis with enrich- 
ed:Chrifſtians; the World is a Priſon-to them, 
a ftrange Countrey where they have been- ſent 
to trade ;;'and when they have falFd their ſacks, 
and.got all they can, they. long; to: depart into 
their'own Countrey. | By theſe-things (Chriſti- 
ans) may: you know what kind; of Trade you 
drive for Heaven ; and what ſhare-you: have in 
this'great engagement to thankſgiving, 


Object. Al this makes againſt me, and confirms 
_ juſt ſears that I am a "ſtranger to, ſpiritual 
thrivings ; 1 now ſee 'tis a. pitiful Trade 1 
drive in godlineſs : I profeſs; hear, pray, pers 
form duties, enjoy privileages, but an never the 
better, 'O. how may I write loſt labour on al 

performances ! I need no greater. proof that 
| theſe evidences; nor other judge - than my 
= -. » own conſcience, to convince my languiſhing , ſoul 
| : - of daily waſtes and: poverty, in my beaveil 
. Trade : What ſhall I do to get my'caſe mended, 
'  ,,and once-gttain to true thrivings in; this holy 
';Calbng. ' 11 00 [is thuk 
"Ci Tmmas extrd mania, corpora neceſſnahi, ſervientl 
1 innns haberine: Parerc.. i ITO, P1142 19 


Heaven, while their bodies are impriſon'd in the 


fieged by Sylla,' their hearts were -with- him 
without the walls, 'whiles -their bodies were ' 
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Sal.” There are four things which uſually 
make men! thriving in their earthly Frades z 


which do'alfo- contribute! to POgoeny in this 
heavenly | Merchandiſe. 


I 4 proviaent care. S, | 
2 A diligent hand. $3 IN , oY 
9g ' A ſecret trade. z@1 971: 

4 A onteionn bleſs Ing. 


Firſt, 'Men that are thriving-in the World are 
| provident and careful to a5 revent their dangers, 
to ſecure "their intereſts, and proportion _ 
means to their*advantage. And” ſo muſtiChri- 
ſtians that; think ever to 'flouriſh in godlinefs:: 
what lofſes and miſcarriages'in Religion might'a 
providerit © care preyent ? were 'temptatjons 
way-laid ,''and corruptions timely guarded 
againſt," ſouls ' might eſcape many ſurpriſals. of 
ſin; and abatements in''grace/: Never think to 
proſper jn-holineſs, till” you are provideni to 
prevent-1ts weaknings; and \contribute all-you 
may towards its ſtrength and: enlargement. -One 
enjoys a good frame of ſoul, much peace and 
joy in believing; and:for want of watchfulneſs 
loſeth'all agan. ''Another hath got a little pows 
er. over [ls . corruptions' for | a time, 'and for 
want of a+ provident / care to avoid enſnaring 
|| occaſions, is overcome! again. Another hath: a 
| | choice advantage pur into his hand for ſpiritual 
'' good,” bur-notexerciling'a timely care and ks &4 
- ration':to improve it,” miſcarries in” 21} hays 
pes-.and?labours : or by - theſe changes and 
ſeerraprions their ſj (Cal'y: 'elfere 15 impeded 
BD 2 (3 8 
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Gu damn of the' Aut; ſhe provideth hev''ineat in 
$#vinen, Priv.'6. 6,:$; Be wile as Serpents, they 
define danger as ©0n;38 ſen, and guard their 
nobleft part, though with che kazard (of their 
All, Matth. 19. 16. Walk circamſpetth as wiſe, 
Eph. 5. 15. O how.bappy aughe Chriſtians be, 
were they as providene for their ſouls-as they 
are for their bodies ! .and did: .exergiſe their 
reaſon, care and forc-iight.to fwrcher gheir ſpi- 
ritual' intereſts ; and without this provident 
care;'never-cbink to proſper in/'1his] Þcaveply 
Merchandiſe. Take of grace-waſting _= 
of any ſecret! luſt  alkewed, or ſweet: morſe}' 
roulead: uader your. 


e, that wil prove. a 


moth in-your ſhiriteal efave, and Kgep you low 
ur your heayes)y (intereſts, Souls: pnder fake 


perplexing lug, zre hke: //r4/ vader the ' prev 
ailng nand of /4:doy agauit them, ! fadg-6. 
3, 4,6. When Uracl aa fawn ,: tht Miidianites 
cam up, and the Avalekints, and:the hildrens] 
the Eaſt, and thry engampra agaruſt' the, and dr; 
ftroyell the euereaſe of 'nhe earth, and life | nv ſuſtts 
-vakte fur Ifragl, tri ber. Bheepuor ON vor Afs +++ 
aud Horacl was greatly zvipoverifbed : Sq 'tis with 
fuck ; no fooner 1 have: 'they any - merey, 
av uae vt or 4%" -adyantage, but 
preſeacly a prevailing luſt riſerh, vp, aud deſtroys 
all : Cry unto the Lord as frac} did; until he 
deliver you from every iniquity ; make no peace 
with any corruption, never let it reft ell whal- 
ly deftroyed; if you think to profper- in, yoo! 
fouls and converſations. Re: provident-alſd tq 
take all advantages for god{ipeſs,watching yout | * 
, opportunities for every duty , keeping oy $6 

0 R 
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-tunity for Heaven: Aud what ay erty han 
'to'de, to-do it with: all. their might ; this is the 
| my 20: ſob thriving, x Cor. 9. 24;12 5. Heb. 
| B 
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forl-market and-fair, and taking the beſt ao 
ro lay. put gtace, and.get-iin profit,” Prov.'B. 
Be careful to! get me good: From covey dt, 
and.to keep and fave: what you haves ahd t 
+ rend 10 foul-thriving, AAtts 2.464 1: .: 
©-Sreongly, 'A dihgent: hand nadie nie: ; 
thar proſper in: the. World takerpains;. and 
follow their employments ; riſng, ebriy; ime 
up lave, neglefting no biiſine(s: chat mayhelp on 
to-ptofiting.” So muſt you thor intend-th he 
in Religion. ; you, muſt make it your bbſiheR, 
you'muft be labourers in. God's Vineyard; Job. 
6.:24:.and worknien: indeed that need; vot-; be 
aſhaihed, 2 F:m. 2: 15.:Chriftians for cthe- moft 


part adet00 flothfuli m their ſpirnval. bufinels, 


to hare thein profiting appear: it wittcoft you 
more firiving to enter into the firait- ate, and 


get:ground in the narrow way that leads to \ life; 
. more blows muſt! 


before. your encxbies will 
down, and more firokes! at. your: work :'before 

intereſts will come in : Running, ſtriving, 
wreſtling z in labours-more abundang; ;in weart- | 
neſs, and rainfuloeſs, in watchings: What pains 


wilt men take for thei World ?. She riſeth offo 
_ it is mght,--- Her' candle gaeth vot out. by 


: ' That neither. day nor night ſeitts ſice wich 


71 2c ran. Ye compaſs Stand} Land; 2nd zould 


they-not much more for Herd, The moſt 
diligent foul.is the. moſt thriving ſoul.; flways 
ahounding in the work. 92 the Lord ; inſtant 1 


and afon; ing e 
ſeaſon, | and ont of ſcafon; taking. every hou 
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Eph.'6. 12.” I'Cor. 114\23,27: Prov. '3F, 
T5; 47 Secleſc8.16. | Matth.i23,15. Eceleſ.y\/ F0. 
"Thirdly; Driving a-ſecret Trade 'of holineſs, 
is ſoul=thriving : Men that have ſome” peculiar 
art, and unknown myſtery: in their; Trade-which 
-18-not ordinary and common, wuſually!get great- 
eſt cuſtpm' and advantage : So is it-jn this thea- 
yenly Trade ; the more:men are taken up in 
F5 RG ankor: of Godlineſs; x Tim. 3. v6! the 
mmore they: thrive in Religion. There's wfecret 
in' holineſs” = (6 DG ſtranger intermeddles 
with; Prov: T4. 10. '\. There's a way:'within 
the 'vei]; che fidden: -part>in/'whichſouts are 
made {to :khow.. wiſdom 1 Pſat. 51.6; Hidden 
riches of' ſecret places, which altiving Chriſti 
'ans meet with, Noa: 26 If -you would-prof- 
per i In' Godlineſs, be ture to/1maintain - the ſecret 
-duries of piety : The-refigion of imoſt men lies 
'jn thei Marker! place, and inthe viewofrhers'; 
their hearrs; their cloſers/ are notiprivy to-ary 
. ſecrer tranſations betweer God and their fouls; 
and in the praiſe of. men they! have theivre- 
: ward :-byt che thriving erade-of Chriſtianity, is 
the ſecrer-rrade. 'Chriſtinks be'moſt m:thoſe'du- 
ties which mep leaſt obſefwe; and: chiefly excet- 
lent in the:inviſible part of:your. viſible-work: 
Publick'dutics are moſt» hononrable, burſecrer 
'ducies the moſt gainful; Marth. 6. 4- And "thy 
Father which ſeeth 1 Fearer, jou reward: thee 
cpent 
 Fourthly; The bleſting, of God maketh rich? 
Prov. 10.'22. Promatios cometh: not 'frams the 
E rf? nor ſrom the Weſt;nor proſperity from mens 
fingers ends, hut For d (wu's hand. | Dawr: 28. 
8. 19, 
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$, 16, 11, 12. The Lord ſhall contuelathic is a 
xpon hes ;\ in thy ſtore-houſes, and:'#n , 3 
tho ſctteſt thy hand wnto : --- The "Lord: foall 
make thee. plenteons in: goods : -— The Lord ſhall 
openi to: :thee his good treaſures the Heavens to 
give thee rain to thy Land-in' his ſeaſon, and to 
bleſs all:the work. of: thy hand : (and'thets comes 
riches)4nd thou ſralt: lend ndto many Nations, 
and, thou ſhalt not. borrow :- Proſperity, both ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, ::comes- at God's ſending: 
Pal. 118. 25. Q Lord, I beſeech thee, ſend now 
proſperity : Pſal.. 18:32, '33- Hei reftorerhi my 
Soul; he: eaderh me 'in the or gels, mig eafucſe E 
Pal. 23. 3, 5- Thom anointeſt my head with'Oil: 
Thow bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof ; ; thy-paths drop 
fattreſs:>Pſal. G5. 10,11. The Lor: _—_ gut 
'thet-sont inually,, and. ſatisfy thy ſoul" 

.and. make fat thy bones ; AM x ſhale 8 li 
watred Garden, and-liks! a ſpring/of water, hoſe 
ator {ail nor, ai 58. 11. 1 will be as the'dew 
to Ural; he foallgrow as the Lilly , and caſt forth 
his Tooy-as Lebanon;:\Heof.. 14. 5. Secure: an in- 
tereſt.-in: the promiſes; and-get\. your ſouls 
brooght.under the-ſhowers of bleſſing, if ever 
you:think to thrive:in;godlineſs.' Improve thri- 
'ving graces, .and take\proſperous courſes ;; theſe 
:are.under a promiſe-bf bleſſing ::though every 
' grace and duty do in their meaſure heJp-on ſoul- 
proſperity, yet. there are ſome graces and du- 
ries/have a more ſpecial influence- on: : ſpiritual 
thrivings. 

--\Firſt, Faith is a foul- -proſpering grace : 2 Chr. 
20. 20..Believe in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye 
be To iſhed : believe his Prophets, ſo ſhall i; 


\ 
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—, tp regs Srv the. ſareld 
of Faith, wherewith + ye" ſhall da the : fiery 
datts of. Sarum, ri ren, er, Box... Every 
. nary rag in the {piritua} warfare, bar Faith 
eſpecially; other graces: may: (with -Sawt) ſhy | 
their sbouknds:3\buc Faich -{with Dvd) lays 
 trs:ten chobſinds: Some darts maybe quenched 
by ocher graces, but Faith-quenches fiecy- darts, 
yea alt: thei fiery darts. of Satan, which does 
wonderfully further thriving =: The Juſt ſhall live 
by Faith, Heb." 30. 38. Faith. will maintain the 
fouls Ixf6\1n rhe greateſt- ſtszits .and cxigences:: 
Fainh i is a recewing grace, .it takes in whatever 
38\ſaid up is tho promiſe 4. and «that's ciriving. 
. Gab '3. 22: Tar the promiſe "by Faith might; be 
g00y \16-\tbems. . chat belicue. A ſouk enticking 
grace; -7i6þ um Faith, far. '2. g.' A working 
Brace >. Ani the. work; of \\F aith with power, 
2'Thef-2-4 Av powerful grace. 3 ir" gives the 
fon] Experience: of. che: mighty! power of God. 


Se .I,I9.30.. What is the exceeding eng uſe of 
Wer: ba 45ward wha Sponags fo 
rn," _ he mah im 


NA: SIac F- Ou of . weak: 
Fas ne Hep EI. 34. throygh:t 
'dotty the (Lord bet out his' abundant |,grars:: 
- Hull the grace of ous Lord mas exccerding -abny 
dent ith faith aud love; abich is 18 Chriff efuz, 
x Tims, 1:1 4:-Ir doch excerdingly nowwifh-the 
ſoul in grace, and edify it to ſalvationz"1Tas. 
_ 4. 6." Noavifhed vp in the words of Faith niTim.. 
'T, 4+ Which minifter queſtions rather has <edify-. 
"mg which is tw Faith : One' reaſon why'\ ſouls 
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= No More it Piety 18 their qabelief; 
wes] of doubtings, fears:;\ and. they 
upon every -turn ,ftill wavering'as a wave=of 
the Sea ; uch cannot receive much ac the kad | 
of God, but are ftill weak, and going- baek-4n 
_ Religion. ' Be much in believing the promiſes 
againſt! hope, 'and above fears "if Is 
chink ſper in-Religion. - > Y 
S y, Love to God , bis Name, ways and | 
incereſt jis'2 Soul-profpering Grace.  Ler-rhem 
that love por” yo as the Sun that th | 
bis might : F- 31. They ſoali proſper that 
hve thee, Pale - 6. Let them alſo vl love 
chy nas be jor Joyful in thee , for thow Lord wilt 
ſs the righteous, 'with favour wilt then c 
bins as with Shield, PlakF "IT, x2. Loves 
God muſt needs be a profperi Grace, becauſe 
it brings the Soul under the: bleſſing 'of God, 
and within rhe nar of his ſecuring Shield, 
Love 'is a Sou ning .and;- eſtabliſhing 
Grace. Eph. 3:17; ym | hawk and grounded 
in Love, TOweorujparny (et ins firm ground, nor 
eaſily ſhaken from God or their integrity. .Love- 
makes a growing nas Eph.:4'Iy, Sprakine 
the:rrwb in love. may grow up in hum,” who 53 
bead” in all things. _ It helps"on edification'in 
Grace, ver. 16, waketh excreaſe of the botly-unts 
the edifying of it. ſelf in' love: Love "c in 
the Saul after God, makes his commands 
fant, and quickens the heart ts make haſt in the 
way to Glory.z the mare you love: God, the 
Tore will you proſper | in 'Godhineſs. \vN 
| They Heng: Boapeopering Grave, | 
and. RON" "PIO Bleſſing. Prov, 29.23, 
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vr. ſhall wphold the humble in ſpirit ; (k ) ſhall 
r hire wp from falling; and:bring (thin wnto ho» 
mewn (faith Aforravss): Prov. nyii3 y, 'By hungis 
lian ave: riches and; honour :\ The '/humble Soul 
apaſt needs be: 4thriving Soul, for: God'giveth 
Grace to it, 77am. 4. 6; yea; UweHeth.with the 
bombſe; 10; revive-'the Spirit: of , the humble; 
Iſa. 57. 15. There's. a: greas: deal} of Pride-in * 
moſt Chriſtians,” and that bmders Soul-thriving, 
of Paris and:Grace,) proud under freming 
tity, .proud of humility; -Low Valleys are 
fricful;' when lofry Mountains:are barren : The 
rich fit in a low place : Ecch. To.' 6, Sxch as are 
rich'.in wiſdom. (1), (faith Mercer) they'fit in a 
lam place ; they; come down, and lie low. in 
themſelves, (m). folly is ſet its great dignity 
Poor, faokiſb, empty Creatures ,- they are high 
In conceit-as: well -as place, [many times ;:-but 
the. moſt. rich! and thriving »Souls , theſe /are 
poareſt,inSpirie, and JoweT in their. own eyes} 
she-richer the Metal, the heayierz Gold weighs 
down; Silver and! Ein: ;: the fuller of fruits bran- 
ches ave, thermore: they . bow : He: ſerderh the 
dprings 62 thewvalleys, Plal. xoqto, Plal.6g.rg. 
They are: covered - over. \ with. Corn: Vineyards 
thrive beſt 1n low-places:;: One branch of Grapes 
from the Valley of Eſbcol, was ſaid to be a bur- 
den for ;two-ihen; Numb.'13.:23: would »you 
floariſh.in-:Grace;! take heed 'of Pride : Pride 
- . «x the Soul,-(faith one) : 55. like: the ' ſpleen 52 the 
bady, - when that. fmelleth, all the other parts law- 
gmſh : *tis Poxſonnzat the root: of; the'treeg which 


{3 57ytentar. [Munit.: NA) JOD® (1) Dioites gizous 
Lie ſaprentia, a) In ipſa abjeftione. Jun. Trem-,.. : 


wi Corrupts 
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corrupts then ſap-=-'Tisfo danperon'a poiſon; thit 
of aptirhy KA there was arm pos 
poiſon to Le. Panl from it :. would Powpens | 
ſper in -Godlineſs:? be perſons 6f low, tu 
ſpirits, ( Mr. Adams on 2 Pet.'):2' Cor.” 12:7; 
Exalt him that 'is low, and __ bins 22k 5s 
high, Ezek. 21. 26. : 

Fourthly; Another choice fraie of the : 
which will further Soul-thriving ;; fey 
Prov. 14- 11, The tabernacle of the "aprigin Sul 
flonriſh : They ſhall bave good give 
Prov. 28. 16 — half not oats only be preſerr'd 
from evil, and- eſcape thepit into which the 
wicked fall ; bur: ſhall be ſure to meer” with 
good ; Bleſſings, good things s ſhall be given to 
them as their inheritance, as' Aquila and Theo- 
doſins interpret it, neo Mnyrar, Thos ſbeweſt 
mercy to thy: Seroants, that walk before thie with 
all their' heart; 2 Chron. 6.14. 'He'tbar' bath 
clean hands and a pure heart; who hath not lifs up 
bis Sol to:vanity.,. nor ſworn decent fully , bei fall 
receive the' bleſſing from the Lord," and ri 
neſs from the: God Sf bis Salvation, Phal. 24: 455: 
Upright Souls muſt needs proſper , they dwell 
in the preſence of God, Pſal. x40. 13, He will 
withhold no good thing from them, Pſal.84:2 1: 
His countenance beholds them, Pſal. 1 1. 7. God 
engages his alſufficiency for- their good, 'Gem. 
I7. I. They ſhall: hold on their way, and wax 
_ fkronger and ftronger; Zeb 17: 9: and ſhall ſurely 
proſper. -2.Chrov.31. 21,.'/n every work thatthe 
began in the ſervice of the; honſs'| of God , atid in 
. the Law, and.in the Commandments , to ; ſeek his 
RE: God, he did it with all hit heart; and projpered': 

tis 
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"tis not thy many. Duties before God, but the 
Oneneſs of tliy' heart with God :- nor the bulk 
of thy Services ,. but the. ſincerity of thy 
Sotd, whick will make thee profiierous in thy 
bearenly. intereſts. 

| Again , Take thriving courſes , proſperous 
ew 6 as well as proſpering . Graces , rheſe are 


ander 2 promiſed. B ing aM6. Nor ro multi- 
pint particulars : Flere are four thriving ways 
vw 
Frade 1 in Chriſtianity. 


hich Chriſtians tay attain tO a proſperons 


I. ' Self- Examination. 


| £e 32. P 
wary yr oak of God. 
| 4. Obedrence. 


1 


| 
| 
Firſt, Be oftew examining 3 and. calling your 
ſelves to-an' account .how matters ſtand with : 
your Souls : Traders: that. would be ehriving 
wilt be often viewing their Books, and rry : 
their and have ſore: fer Areas... | 
they ſurvey their Goods, caſb up their Books, i 
and-try whether they gain, or loſe; and ſo malt ; 
2 
e 


Chri that would profit” in Religion, they 

maſt be oftew jadging chenueives ta that « _ 

be nor XK AgeT; x: Cor, 2. 34. they 

_ wp9heir accomprs, and try their ſtave wherker | 

| = JE or backward: Hag;v.5.Confoter P 
ayr - try low the caſe ftunds wich you, | © 

whcher yr 7 ger ets ad whats the cauſe | tt 

© aſtings that are apon\ you, Di 

Commune with your hearts kts beds, Ge 1 of bb 

ft 2Cor. 13: y; Examine yoar ſehoos wherhed 


| wi you 


Du EX ow: be reprobates.” Tiits.yesl 
- Fs ic acme canke of” char -Iveat ni 
oo perſons about their Soub-ſtace, 
« themſelves better, Rov.y, 17. 'orhers , 
"ndging themſelves worſe than-they are; whick 
begets ſecurity in ſome,, diſcouragement -w © 
others, error and-florh inal. Arighe eftimeres 
of thy ' ſpiritual. - capacivy., either. poyenty or 
riches, gain or loſs is abſohurely needful ro. ve 
gulace thy dury: unto a right affeCtin of hy 
heart, ard; advance of: rhy. fſpirireal' mtereſts 2 
Look over the ye. tg of thy heart 'and 
hie every night, poſting. all thy aecompts- on 
the large book of ciry Conſeience, ant and- rake 
ſome ſpecial rime for a more ful} ſurvey-of thy = 
'Soul and. ſtate for. Erernity: z this” wif} be of 
good uſe to further Soul-rhriving. 

Secondly, If you would proſper in your! 
Souls, by much and mighty with ' God ' it 
Prayer : : "Tis fajd 'of Wxziah , thar ir: 
God:in-the days of Zothariah , who had' 
ſhanulivg in the viſions of God , and as long' as 
fought the Lord, args him to proſper;2 Shy 
26. 5. Right Prayer is a wonderfslway)ro'Souk- 
enrichings : He (faith one) cav' worry br 
that can Piay- well.: One reaſan why 'this: | 
roſj aslong as'he ſought the' Lord; was; 
s\mcans he came to the viſous.of of God, and 
that ielþ'd him ro rake a right way! od” 
rity. '' By Prayer you' adviſe with' G 
oarſetto take rowavds merey : 'tis 
y which | you ask counſel of God = wo. 
to 
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tO: hun. dagger, aud. what+to do to .carry.on 
Duty; and obtain Mercy, 2, Sam. 23. 6.,9Chap. 


30. 7. and by[Prayer you procure and get out ' 


the Graces and Supplies you need,x Chron,4.1o, 
And Fabeſhi called on the ' God: of 1ſracl, ſaying, 
O that. thaw wouldſt bleſs me indeed, and enlarge 
coaſts, and that thine hand might be with me, 
and that thow wouldſt keep. me from evil, that it 
way not greeve me : and God: granted him that: 
he requeſted.. Prayer brings down the 'Spirit 
ſometimes - inſenſible and almoſt intolerable 
meaſures thereof. When that precious Servant 
of the Lord Mr. Brace. in ry of. he halo 


King jms aid he was worthy of. the half, of 
bis Kingdom) had ſadly repreſented the Chur- 
ches caſe, t under -eminent danger, ' there 
was ſuch a ſenſible down-pouring of the Spirit; 
that they. could: hardly contain themſelves; yea, 
an unuſual motion on thoſe who were : in other 


parts of the houſe, not knowing the cauſe of it, 

at that time. -O what :great things did Abra- 

doe 4 acob, Moſes, Fehoſhaphat, Samuel; Elijah; 
Ot 


r Servants of God, . get out of the: hand 
of God 1 Zxther was a mighty man in. Prayer, 


*ris ſaid of him, he could get of God what he 
would, $2)-n Is toQ hard for Faith and | 
ecauſe it ſeeks nothing but what God' 


rayer, 
is willing to-ſpare, and hath promiſed to give : 
Labour,to get a mighty Spirit of Prayer z the 
gift of Prayer-will not do,. it muſt be.;the Spi- 
rit: of Prayer , which: is| a pure,: and' heart- 
cleanſing. Spirit, and; cannot dwell: with. the 
leaſt regarded Sin: Gifts of Prayer - with :na- 
n) 1{e.v4rperuze 440d voluars OW: 
tural 


na EEC ELG@AASS TT. Otto. Oq£q ac _.]_ cc... ur.  _ 


| & tare N nu mg 
MT a. 
pi 4A £54 in valody , Was 4. 
h 8.5, '1, $. rhere = Eo that | 
og ifh Prayer and cah wonderful 
bt aff e while are 0/61 ye the- be ruling 
of Ge ret att; ri de, philion ,; CO 
yr eſs, 'unc eanneſ3, and the. - which 
ge et voder held rongue ; bur ſuch are far ' 
Bis wy power of prayer,, which 
wes C Spirit 6n their owh\. oy or 
otliers. pil riſtians ! if you would profper 
$a, pct and improve the Spirit of ( race 
Ns Ai FI * J 
0 thriving wa is to, « 
le Ou 7 all wh akings. a 
this made Foſeph ſo pro Hoe in a 'be did ; 
God was ah him. Gen,.39. 23. Bec 
d was weed him ;' and x which he did, h# 
made it jo Proſper : 2 Sam. 5. to. And David 


werlf on; and grew greatand the Lord God of Hoſts 
wai with hint. "Was not his wiſdom valour; 


-D 


ections.of others ; pray like Ang We 


hot any means | he uſed, but the gracious pre- | 


ſence of God, with him that made him-to. row 
ſo great: This made Solomon to profpe 

ron. 23, iT. . Now. m Yom, the Lord be F: 
ak and proſper. thee, perfors Joſe. jaf 

ence of Ga. they FI find ati a 

her and decay in their 
: Th cid, hid? 
yooE, 


'+S the beft Trade. 8 3v5, 
bital ; affetons may be mi ghry on the$ pities = 
he wick © od fot 


5 Dyke He was " 


e = 


en 
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© wigenr, [Mr. Leigh.] Zonab ſoon found a ch 
in is ſoul; it eaſed by be with him as beſos 
"when once he fled from the preſence of God: 
He never had a good 'day after he loft the pre- 
ſence of God, but ſtorms, tempeſts, ſhipwrack 
'of peace, ſafery and proſperity, and. a caſting in- 
'to the deeps of diftreſs and ruining dangers, 
'Ponah.” I. 3, 10. Ah Chriſtians | as you love 
our ſouls, and your ir piritwa) welfare, take heed 
of loſing Got's gracious preſence z whoſe com- 
pan pany! ſoever you foſe, keep the Lord's preſence 
y6u z abide with him, and he will abide 
FithFou : 2 Chron, 15.2. The Lord is, with Jo 
while you be pr hins ; apd if y oh . feck” bim, 
"will be found of you :- Put away oy po thing, 
and he will hvel in yon, and walk in_ou, 2 cn 
*6..16, Love him, and keep his commandments, 
and be will tal e up e with you, 7oh.14, 
23. Con t yout Telves with any thvileds 
| EXCepr FRO od with you : If np ry 
go'ndr with as, c arry us not u « Sequ. Exod; 
{ proteſt (faith Mr. Bruce,when wreſtling 4 th 
preſence of 'God: with him in his going to 
preact ) I will not go except thou go with me. 
Fourthly, Follow the counſel of God, if y 
would _ in darn and way of Vi 
oſh, 1. $. This Book of the Law ſhall not 
ty of thy mouth, but thou ſhalt ſab 424 
day and night, that thou majeſt obſerve to do ac- 
cording to all that is written therein ; for then 
Thom ſhalt make thy way proſperons, and then thos 
ſhalt have good ſucceſs : Jer, 38. 20. 0bo, The 


- ſeech thee, the voce of the Lord which 1 _ 3 
anto theez ſe it ſhall bo wall Fowe thee, and "fo f 


Ts A. ad a Sg af i i$S>- ot ot if > od «©. © Sr dt IE ICS .” . © * 
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a 


| 
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ſhall live. \One cauſe why mett proſper no more © 


in Religion, is, that little'conſeience they make 
of doing the will of God : men hear, þut for- 
et the word'; others know” their Lord's'will, 
but prepare not themſelves to do/ir, We live 
1n an age of notions, not of motion after-God ; 
like men that ſee-Countries in a Map, but.care 
not. to.travel into them.z” bare: know edg plea- 
ſerh moſt: Mens zeal after truth, is like Abſa- 


low? love to his Father David, only to ſee him, -, 


not "to ſerve him: 2 Sam; 4. 32. Let me- ee 
the King's face; which he no' ſooner did,” but 
conſpired againſt him :So' moſt care for no'more 
than to behold truth, not to dwell with it ; and 
hence 'ris that proſperity 1 is ſach a itranger to 
them : "Twas not directions could heal Nazman 
bf his leproſy, bur obedietce ; he was never 
the berrer til he followed the Prophet $ coun- 
{&, and waſhed in orday: that which made the 
ground rain'd_upon, to be fiigh to curſing, was 
not bringing forth fruit meet for them, by whom 
was dreſſed, Heb. 6. 8; Do not only ſeek aF- 
ter, but walk after the trath, if you think ro 
proſper in Religion, 7am. I. 25. The doers of 
the word ſhall be bleſſed in their deed. 


ict: Ts the deſire of my ſoul to live in the 

exerciſe of every grace, and diſcharge of every 

* ditty 5 and (ome weak endeavonts. I have had, 
'* Though 200 too ſhort ; 'with many cries for this 
7 ſout-proſperity, but "cannot yet attain "unto'it : 
© Methinks I am like a wither 'd arm, 4 ary tree, 
* aud barreh womb , nothing doth me good ; ”o 
Ry "feed or ſhowers _ e "O thriving and 


fruit- 


% 
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\ - 
L 
\ % | 
> bs 


The Heavenly Trade 
 Froitjl : 1 fear Liſnalbbe at laft cat devin, 
© Onaled for the five oy F ons 


ac 
out ſoul: was there not a time when; thou 
yert blind, thou, could'{ ſee. no evil in fin, nor 
£x In; grace.?..but now: thy -eyc. is. open- 
ed, and things. appear, otherwiſe to thy Toul 
an they dig :;Now there is nothiog ſ@ vile as 
Dy Wicked heart, and ,waies ; and nothing. ſo 
debira & as Chriſt and holineſs, 1.4.4 v1 + 
3; Thou-wert. once \dead-in fin, thou;did'ft not 
feel or fear any burr in it, or danger-by;it ; bur 
now. tis. otherwiſe: thou can'ſt not fin, but thy 
conſcience {mites thee ;. nar. God threaten, but 
i alirights:thee: thy quick-cy'd conſcience fon 
elpics the leaſt failing in thy duty, falſeneſs- in 


thy. heart, or error in;thy life; and, as a: Seth 


apors Wok, ec, and hales thee to, the -Judg, 
hou could'it formerly.live. without Gad, -and 
be as ill as the dead body. in the grave, and the 
burning Þrand. in. the. fire: but now..as.a-boge 


. out of.J9yat, thoy art reftleſs till. in communion 


vith, him :. I remembred . God, and-was. trou- 
MD 0. CI I iy REIN EW 


= a ic ci. _— ow wm 


*9. a 15 Þ$.. 5 wo 
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gone 'our of the way 3. YJEa an * 
enemie;to.t "way of life; turt'd afide'$0'the 
flock. of his co -and:did'ft turn. ain, 
and rend thoſe thir were of them. But-now! | 
art folded with the flocks of Chriſt, and feedeſt 
befides-the' Shepherds-Tetits, Cant: x79! 7 
hathheld his ſteps, and thou eſteemeſ>'! 
word of his mouth more: than thy: ray 


food, vl #3 Ny” I'2; 1 LT ; 


Object Be may not an + bgpogrite 6f6 is an 
"1B chip be .09 wart the © the ; 
fs 9 ; _ cock 2 #, 17157 


"Wade 


; 50h EO light ooo ihe. A aefirablev#ſs 

for'himſclf, nor bring the ſon! to'count 
all droſF and ding to: win him, and"ob- 
"ofthe knowledg 'of-C 


- 'Thow) 


ks $49 but! or ring It oy, one 'Chyi 
ten-chouſand Wo and quirs "alk © to 
fake bimg PbjL 3, 86 7 5 


- Common light ſees i in ſiti ; but: grit, 
and - torment; loſs of * comfort; and eote- 
puniſhment Gey. 4 13 durtruie gtace, where i 

=p we baths ſin when it-pretends love z: and 
fin-when it makes” largeſt profiets; 
finwhen-it o-u0d dnizery whthrhert 
is no on! preſent coriſbre ſreltd; or dan- 
ger of future\milery feared, Tir. 2: TT, 12." The 


iousfou},- like 7ofe pl, Pen: rempied with 
Hirery; OTIS ae fie, purſued with feſtw 
leſs i ity to wiekedneſs; yer cant cloſe 


| ay it, and fin againſt = Gen. 39.9. 


C3 Gom- 
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mon light can'dwell with works of darkneſs, 
ail conſiſt with an unſantified heart? and life, 
2 Pet.'2., x, 2. Common light arid luftinever fall 
out'but when it awakens confſcience,ot weakens 
mcereſts : but 'ſavitg- grace! cannot bear that 
which'ts:evil, Rev.'2. 2.- or ever bebfought rs 
I'treaty' with -ſin;7 in'-order to an' \dgreement, 
Gal:5$i't7. bat; with": Sarah, can never beat 
reſt rill he bond-woman and: her ſow: be.turn'd 
onr of door, Gen. 21. xo. Common grace may 
be offended pr fin;but never+ hates ſm; there is 
no:comraricty founded in their nature or dif- 
ference, but what maywvupan terms/be magle up, 
Luke 23.12. And if it ſeems to have afrindig- 
nation againſt ſin, yet *tis not againſt every in, 
and-at all times, nor irrecohcitable'atiany eime : 
bat faving grace* hares the' _ :being-of ſin, 
2 Cor. 7.11. And asthe-Tyger fliesar'the very 
pi&ture of a man, ſo doth 'Grace abhot the-ap- 
pearance- of evil: *i'Tis: univerſal 'againft the 
whole ſpecies, and-every' kind of fin;%an enmity 
founded in the nature of grace, and therefore 
Irreconicilable; Pſal.'r39: 22. and derived from 
rhe-tiches- bf grace, P[. 99. To, atid greatneſs 
of: redemption-love : It cannot be” reconciled 
ro-ſin; becauſe fincarmot” be reconciled to grave; 
or admit of any love to, or enjoyment of God'z 
but'ſtifl interrapts-che* foul's tranquillity, holi- 
gold and pleaſure in God, his chiefeſt and only 
4 Again, Common light can Hive withour ſpe- 
ciat acquaintance .'with 'God; 'Ephi'z.'x3; Tafar 
of.7 If it can have peace, becauſe” itt:Councrey | 
WAP by the Rings Gopncriy| ARRTEG, 


'tis all it. looks for ;. bur ſaving grace pers with- 


in. the, veil, Heb, 6. 19, approaches the mercy 
ſeat, where it hag bp 21 To bow 


al-, 
led by his name will; not. ,contens., grace 4.9, |/ 


nor _t0, cat his bread, and, wear his rayment, ex». 
cept it,enjoys his bed alſo : it longs for intimate. 
communion, with God, Pſal. 101,:2,: O, when 
wilt . thaw come. wo ,me ? It loves the Bride- 


chamber, cloſer, and, ſecret corners wich him:; 


never. thinking it ſelf near, enough to,. or long, 
enough with him, | nt 4314 
Ob), B«t Change from nature to gracegis not growth 

#n grace : though I may bave received the. $32 


Wer rein, aud reaped the firſt fruits of the. Spi-' 


%* 


;rits Ly [. fear 1 have not. the latter rain, and. 


ter-fruts of 'grace': waterings and dreſſings 
Mot make. me fruitful, or | Fr, 4153 
 £70W:;- and that's rhe. caſe you znþſt onc, .. 


.,; Sol, 3. There my be fruit, though not ap- 
pearing 3 and growth, though unſeen :. Chriſt 
ath under-ground-fruit, which may not ſpring, 
up to. thy.,own view, or others, , P/.88.5,[Fres' 
vong rhe dead, as berries hid among the | Arts, 
which cannot be ſeen till winter-ſtorms or ſha- 
king times..come'; thou mayeſt thrive. more 
inwardly than outwardly, and, be Jike the win-. 
dows of the Temple, wide within, and; narrow 
without's you'may grow. more.in the truth,and 


rs of, grace, though Ieſ.in the frairs of grace: 
tara ſcalon; thy ſincerity may be more, © ou, 
thy ſhews bc els; you may grow more dow 
big © © Ges mn” 
| ; 


znd its welfare depends upon divine; pleaſure, * - 
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rd in, humili , ſelf-aha J vn 
though not: pward in jpys and 


ou. mayeſt 
(IF.ar oy EINE 
anc heya of Ir, thong 


+. I Art "thon more pe ans oy 
every day, 2 Cor. 9.27 ? more wea of thy 
felf? and longing after Chriſt 7 "Ten a higher 
valuation of his excellency, and Greater breath» 
ings 'aker” his quickning fpirit, and evi 
Pp! , Phil.3.8? this' » profiting 
Secondly, i may be thy. conc = ſprin 
_ from thy impatienc Ex] may torbally 
fruit, not allowing t Y; or is £90 wrb and. Wa 
wbfity. The Husbandman rhe precious 
Froits of the earth; Faw. 5.7.” before he can 
enjoy them, or p Tack their worth : \Thy 
hopes, zbours and profit may be buried. nder. 
Hs Hy came fn "Ol ray 
NE "The more cxceffent. 7% 
ib le froir is the % T 4. it deſore: "6 
$t0 matur! e ripe fruits -are ;ſogn. 
Ny moo boſom» pcs, caſt, 


F6% Yin I gh 'tis 
Ms ks ſham Uh. NED] j 64 
Re 


rig 


is the beſt Trade.: -_ 
"Thi may be *tis a. Winter- pee 
Far Feb of Ri hreouſhe6 3s Y "12 
{on Ht mide Mont ola ing 1 
oy '$) Tr & + 4 ml 
have relieved thy" ſoul, js far ſroji Ther. ng 
66. It re fn at Geddes 


f? 


| gens Wo 
| eamfort, No, et inter we: Fry a "Une 6 
Pan, make it to. thee @ ti t ao 


” «+ | 
A wu ; z jd 
10 , Y 1 x ar as Val. - * # * 41> 
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| ? Ephraim alſo to b 
of.;IL,.3. as A Title 
ary tx Pal. 4.4 3. a tender 
| pilamn, Jſa. 53.2. which need addition. | 
\ Secondly,” Ganfider what a poor Trade moſt 
men drive tor Heaven this day,;. few that ſeek 
thing "Chriſt's, and take Reign 
*bufmefs - All men ſeek their own thin 
F-miſlrirbde > ofProſeſouts, as well Wi - bs 
ken afer this' beaſt the' world: ma 
- fay of Religion, as the Propher'did of Ba [bi 
is goalineſs which no man ſceketh after, Fer.30. 4 
4 eV  Tſrachites, in whom there, 57 yo guile.; 
& abs," perfeft in their generation, w b 


+ who ful aber God, M 


76 notion, ;broe "'L 
dedpes, going £0. 3» In 
3 ur, few make, « 
waies,” their: romiſes 
table men and'. women, 


it to ſhine, before" men ; Dp 
lizaheth,” walking n, wg 


yy brws. mercy,” 4. math, kivg * bl 
Mich, 6.8. vi 71s the Tatberleſs 
ir aflittion, and. \ Sr2s eping rhems. 
Froce apr from the world, {am. IX..27.," hd 
thould not' this provoke thy ral for the Li 
of Hoſts, to ſee'the Altars'of Rejigion down, 
and fo' few friends'of -godlineſs. Jeff ot BORD 
thy holy-*ambition "to Nord: and do: more for 


EE DEes} I FOulL ue a brave 
nd be 4 worthy artem 5 - alift at"f 
dlinef, with: I a6dlp; VT | 
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raiſed ſplendour of thy holy converſation, as , 
Gity on a hill; to' provoke others 'To an icgira- 

tion, ſaying; Come' wp hither. ' = 
Think alfo what an excelletts* ade 16 Ribs 
and Angets'in Heaven drive,wh6! Ve theirpor- 
rion'in and; and dwell in the City” of the grear 
'-who arealwaics | receiving and rendering” 
driving a whol 'Tradefor God;above all hazard: 
and interruprtions.: © They alway- behold: rheig 
Father's face, and ſerve. himdayiand night i- 
his Temple, ' wit Qpalnis i in their hands, with $ 
fongs.in their mouths, and-their Crowns at His 
feet, and'how far you are beneath' theſe gjo® 
rious Merchants. Think what a breadth yous.., Wa 

have yet to fill up in godlineſs, 'and what ad- 
yancesyou:muſt make in h6lineſs,. before you 
. part'get 'up/ro®their” pitch; and” have a place 
amongſt/them! that Rand by,'/Z ach. 3. 7. and is 
jieftotrime'yerto” build the houſe © God: # + 7 
xx; and'that you haſten ro your work;and raiſe 
pas pan for: _ every day} preſſing afrer 


ry oftgrace, till. you come ro the 
of rn nes 


of Chrift;-and thoſe per-" 
dons of glovified'Saints and Argels? ©» 
:\Fourchly, Whew will yoo; beffir. for a ret 
into&Four ownColntrey, and a'comfortable id 
count of your Stewardſhip, if 6u' be #6 ork 
| andicotitractet in'y6ur Heavenly Trade? When 
_ Teparn Joaden, and your facks full for 
hoe; if you trade"ar” ſich a * rare; 
Nrend your fouk-thrivings noberrer : 2 your 
eepy and calls for more digging} 
Gur or agnb Boden ( off, and requires faſter-ran- 
D 5/ Our Reward is large, /greater enlarges 
FR ments 


The \Hhovns Trade 


aggts of labours are needful xo-metten you ſor | 
it, O think how far glory is aboyc all:your pros. | © 
2:65 gs of grace and daty z- and what need you || 

veto pres after more. enlargedneſs: in your 
ſouls,, | foirablenes for your. eſtate above. 


oY gy-The greater Trade youdrjve for Hea- 
Ic{s; trouble z *tis hor ſo incarthily 
Fakes ; there, the more work; the more wee. 
rineſs ; Lo Religion carries ; refreſhment in its 
work. Zobn 4+ 34+ My moat 38:$0 do the will of 
him that ſer ne, mid to. finſt: his works Prot 
© 3:.17. Her wages are waies of , fleaſaktneſi, and 
paths, are ptace. O-the (weetnefs and 
ate pleaſure which | vigorons purſuits! 
holineſs. afford! Cant. 2, 3.: [ [ate wwndor fb 
adow with greas delight, and-bis fruit was ſween 
my taſte. ifperſons intermedale not with the 
joy of godlineſs, ris becauſe ;they: neglect the / 
work of it.z.they. eat nor; the kernel, deeanſe 
break. not; the ſhell-;; Chris myrrh> is/te 

| gardere Ya ant why -cetny en the h6+ 
ney-comb, which muſt-be zeq out ere ae 
ten, Cant. 5.. 1. . Rahbs Solomon: takes' the comb 
W, for a Cane; (=) out of; which che - honey: 
bs ſucked, or the-ſygar-boyled:;pyr. They that 
will eat Chriſt's pleaſant bread, uſt work herd 
wok it ; bis idlers-have none of -his dainties ;-the 
eater the labour, the ſweeter; the reſt- The 

's way is- n0+ rireſorn; unleſs to fleſh; and: 
blood.: the:more;you rum in it;.the leſs: weaty: 
1/2.40-31.They, ſhall-ran;ont norhe.0 
not. faint: And: though they-ſhould:be- weary in 
n) Pro canne en 'qaFi it; mel quod ex err 4lCuder 
na; Mexcer, ;- -»;-»  bromy88 7c; wat 
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is Mhe heft FIT EVE 39: 
xh their carnaf I yet he | 


well doing 
it, 


the richer ;**tis 
401 loyments ; ren . 
ma panbovein yi and fit down wht * 
g firabje for wir fy, 2. 
ha. 48. Mk the Heaven] 
true Treaftre, 'qs I have ieady A ere 
the more employment, the more profit, - 
, Seventhly, The larger Trade you"drive for 
Heaven, he more you have of that honour that -. 
comes gown. from Heaven, Roms. 2; 19. Glory, * 
and honour, -and -Peace'to every one that worketh , 
good, The greater Trade, the greater richesand: - Fo 
tha. greater riches, the greater reputation: The 
rok bath weary friends, Prov. 14.20. The greater 
Trade you drive for Heaven, the Bret ceater regard 
hivefrom God”; the more © _ 


1-with you;his delight in'you, and hl 
you; the Spouſes g rowth and fneſ, Fa was. | 
upon ox heart of Chriſt wt 


ayd- how pleaſant art thou O' Love for acti 
Cant: 7. E , 76 This thy ſtature is like. to @ x 
thee and thy breaſts to cluſters of prap "The: 
Palaz-tree (1s arremblem, of, wrowih en alt 
fYneſ$'4-vbe* more: it-is oppreſt, the more” it” 
ney -and' no tree more fruirfol ; ; "tis called. 

«pip, alway having leaves : Naturaliſts ſay, . 
h$acvervithoutleare od e's defa4h pn ; 
fraie; is as rells os.) other fruit.” 
So Fa.of Ter Mk bervrs in che higheſt 
branches, _ whetoviy rhe ſaver lap con LI 
Alfred): Tiza tree that's exceeding profitable; - 
ſome reckon three hundred and fimy adyantages 


1.100% that 


\ 


398 The Heavenly Trade 
\that this Palm-tree yields, (o) and hence the E- 
#yptians make it a ſymbole: of the ſolar-year, 
which conſiſts, of three hundred ſixty five daies: 
and its fruit is wonderfully reſtorative and nou- 
riſhing, repairing. the decayed ftrength, and ra- 

\ dical moiſture of man's body, A!fed. Theok:Nats © 
and © therefore, a. fit metaphor to expreſs. rhe 
Church's fruitfulneſs, in which the Lord - Jeſs 
takes ſuch great delight ; he gets up earlyto 
the Vineyard, to ſee if the Vine: flouriſh, whe- 
ther the tender, grape appear, and the Pome- 

© granare bud forth, Care. 7- 12... 50 delightful is 
rhe'view of a flouriſhing people unto Chriſt:The 

*, © more you thrive in grace, the more will you 
Have of Chriſt's company; and that's honourable, 
- -*Eighthly, The greater Trade you drive for 
Heaven, the' more . uſeful. you are while on 
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of (0) 1in _ 411 maturorum locum alt 
| eadeni parte ſtatim ſucredunt; SR 
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ſure. you have, the- amore. ready will you be 29 
do good, arid to.Jay out both your. outward a 
inward riches, ' © how uſeful may rich-men be 
in the places where' they live, if God give, them 
hearts to do it } and how helpful GT | 
in this day of ſoul-wants, who, are encreaſell - 
vich ſpiritual goods ? there. are.,, many im» 
yeriſhed ſouls this day who; are.;ready. to 
periſh for want of light, peace and; comfort ; 
prrglexea with doubts, darkneſg, and diſtreſſing 
ears, and; haye none-to help thera... © haw re- 


much into the Lord's treaſury, 2ark, Hh, 4, 
er- 


doing be: your ſayoury meat, op which the Lord; / 
—aanid-dally feed you. © EE” 
-:Ninthly; The greater Trade -you | drive: for _ 
Heayen now, the.-greater - will your-eſtare* in 
bu ht Heaven 
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| Jad be hereafter : 4 Tim, 4. 8. Heticefotth 
wp for me a Crown of righttonſu 3 which 
| te ing favfs cons fudge, will give me at that 
na {by butt to 'all that love lift || © 


\ oppo Yo' ie; Who: live Fon ty race, | 
& my courfe, and ke ept the fiith : "T6; Wn | 
who have wrought hard iti the Vineyard, 4 


Fiery dili an for Heaven in the ortd; Fob 
me, yea for all fuct as their "heaven 


by g—_— Y 


_— 5 i hd 0p : &rtoxerred, ( as Parents do Pol 
he i , Vol the 4 CM 
e 'S vrable to their impro) &' 
es of g en þ hip 5 bo Crown, to won its of 
ency 3 of righteonſneſs, to note 1 - 
ty: It ſhall Bear a pri oportioh to all tliat gra bn 
* Ebours and fakhfulnefs chat is in Saints ; an io | 
infmicely Fay Nh Al far more —_ =-| 
erernal wei x; Cor. 4. Got 
not leave our-- 6 = fem 'of ent Sans right 
Im the grear day of righteonſheſs ; 4 cup of cold. 
water ; G link meal to the Prophit Efiſha ; a mite 
be treaſary ; 4 deſire to build God's houſe”: all 
- ſhall be remembred in that day : Mercy gives: 
the Crown, but Juſtice fits it for the. over- 
comer's head. * God crown: (faith Beds) 7 p) his. 
own gifts, nor thy merits : He firſt goes grace ih 
the time of mercy, and then crowiis it in the day” 
' of Fadgment ; And'\s'not this argument enou 
yea conftraint on an ingenio0s heart, to' Iabgur 
after the greateft latirude of Folinelss is" not © 
' Heaven enough ro require” all thy daries and, | ; ® 


{#3 Dona ſus corenat non merirerus, Donavit hate tems 7 
| &* miſericordie, coronabir il)a rempore judicits Beda LY 


«% 


£ 


| a 2» ay 2 iran me fi i nn wes is 3 LIES GL EEE LN 


its wa "we Trade. 401 
"hardfþips 60n earth te What*s-enorgh, (fith-ons) 


-if ,be counted little ? (q) So what.can be 
counted great, if Heaven be ſmall, and not price. 


-enough'for all thy; holy firivings, and utmoſt 
progreſs in the- way of life ? 


O attend your ;proficiency in this keavenly | 


Trade! -your hearts and hands can never be too - | 


red m:the; concerns.of this upper World ; .in 
p yau' can never be-to0; covetous!: | 1:Cop. 
12, 31 Cover earneſtly. the. beſt "gifts, (r') 
Take heed of putting ſtands and limirs to your 
bolineſs/)-('rhe .: courſe. of. - all - unſan&ified 
fouls.:!)::Ln! this only2is it lawful +0 remove the 
/ancient: bounds, and. enlarge your ſpiritual in- 
gr 7g agar ing forth to 
the things #hit are before, and ing» forward 
tethe wark, for the price-of the high 9 Ris of of-God 
in Cbriſo 7eſus, Phil-3, 13; 14. Nothing ondoes 
'Profeſlors like to ſtinting:their: meaſures:of /ho- 
lineſs, and cantenting -rthemſclves. with: preſeat// 
attainments; if they can-get to ſych-a pitch of 
5 > grace, and comfort, as will ſecure«their. 
aud preſent welfare, they firdown,rafd 
go o6:furcher : this makes formaliſ - Habes of 

in Religion. Speak . «ut the a1. 0 
[=D r hey go ferry Exod 4.1 ..is Goff's 
his people in'their e to-the | 
EEC nga: Be adding ro your vet ; 
-we, & Ec, 1-Pa. x. The greateſt skill;in-this; ; 
'boly Arithmerick lies lis m Addi wy —_ 

Y pharion: Be hill your ſtore; ger:l 
© more hore heavenly wares, greater-quan- 


0 


549%- The Heavently\Trade | 
'-tities; and. more coſtly. goods ; and be putting 
+ 6ff more and more goods, as you heve HHS 
- nity ſeeing great 1s not only your preſent. ad- 
vantage; but your reward in Heaven —_ Mar. 
F+ 32s 


1263 | 
- Thirdly, You that have good ti times for tri- 
ESE din now, make proviſion for: -bad+-times z Lay 
| in for- changes :. be not like the Graſhopper, | 
that ſpends her: All-in Sammer ; and -when-the 
- Winter cames, ſtarves.. Every Summer hath its 
Winter ; North-winds have their ſeafan to blow 
on Chriſt's Garden, as: well as.the South,:Canxt. 
4-16, :Good and - evil- have: their turns. with || 
- Chriſtians-in this life 'Tis. only the _ l 
that haye their good -things. in this-life ; here } 
have the Saints no:continuing City, -Heb.-13. ; 
-Created comforts, whether ſpiritual. or ca 
- bave:their ſhakings and-removes = Heb. x2. 279.1 
And this word yet once mare : fignifies the 'removing | { 
" of thoſe things that are ſhaken, as of things that | t 
are! made $ that thoſe things which cannox. be oa (} 
ken,may remain. The lite of Believers is made | _ 
vp. of vicifſitudes ; with /Vaomi, now: full, then 
_ empty, £*th 1. 21. Jike'.Ships'intheir pallage 
to: their. Port; riow' they have calmszthen ſtormy 
none but wicked,'and they not always: neither 
+ CRAPLE TAN their.c in; this-life, 
55-19 was an'Error in David's appre- 
Wear Ly whichhe ſoon ſaw : to: his! coſt,': that 
his-mopntain was: made ſo ſtrong, [it ſhould not 


de:mored.. Faage, Zo. 6: 1 ſaid, in my proſperity, 


Wa "made. es — ir 7 Fd frm, 1h | 


d 
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AKA ace, ani Tywxstronbled;P X 
and: arttiti "ain bac _—  different-' 
vr 'T $) 
 2hough: this be a beant iful of, prong Sur 
how's Pobornacte Sin'puts' wheels on every. co 
 ditiowbclow, and makes therh moveable: - 
chat Ambaffador ſaid to: the Raymans, whoboaſt-"- 
,ed:of che heighth and /ſtrengch of cheir Walls ; * 
| thiy (were? bee't ſo bigh,. but 'fin' could . ingirher 
wows, may: be:1aid:of -che:molſt: flouri 
Qirion: ' Saints in thi World: Is chy Rore'fol 
now:7 a pending/ timeimay'! coine : Dios 
' ths "ſeoona bad: four biindred Ships, an: tiny .of - 
br vane infend {oayiapbdeigmad heyy _ 
che riche Mayen 1j\Prixce, and-yer lived 
wm loſe Chriſtians e their ſpendihg.as well 
= rimes, and. ſhould lay In for ONO. 


$? 


© Thereare four ſpecial fratone when Traclat's 
fouls willhave need of _—— ſtore 'xo- oc 
them... 
02%, Te 10. 
Times of! Deſert ion. 
Aﬀiion. And 
.-., The time of Deat6;: 
_ Firſt, _Times-of Tetnpration are ſpending 
times, and call for great ſaccours to:be laid in in 
nftſach ſeaſons. "Kinky, Becauſe ſuch! rimes 
e:certain-to- Believers; tlicy\ will came; P/al. 
AT, Fae Lard tryerh:ithe cons : There's ne= 
Ver-a' cious ſou], boy fome cime'or other the 4 
of = ediately by his. Spl- | i 
Tit; models s or temptations . 3 
| aa Goyils, "Thedpotic tells WTF. 
nEacly. © 
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: \nlanſratupab& LI Butattery an is 
ptedrben be 3s afiae, of his dil yi 

—— The beſt "wen (ich ane): ary temp 

140d. g-when they. are" "at. the beſt... [© Capel. 
-Tewpr arion;] Hdamrin:Baratiſe, Gen.3. 6. Sold- 
mb#/ after- God had: twice: appeared: to: bith, 
11 Xg.'11, 9. F6 aber 1 the, evidences /of his 
aprighrries- before Got; and religlaus duticy, 
Job a; 2,'F. \-Poter.after, he. had; made 2 conſt 
rift, and-entered. .into. covenant” never 

ifal tis Bopellinand the Bog eſt 
er his s reſting 
'pnhita.as-a Dove, and the F owning of 
er ar andible-yoice. Heaven, Mat 
4- 1i\He the (athck Author) 


Thr rhe ja gooe- #ot to, be 


remprad, aud Ge \#bat be need not faar toby 
apo hath need o a temptation, that b) py hoxper 


viencety himſelf, be: mightiprove. what; be owght to 
Sud foal inthe:Wo bat of aur ſel. me havn 
no ſtrength. Capell. | 
Four things make —_— unavoidable to 
gracious ſouls : 
x God' r hood Pliaſure, C | 
2 RING $2147 S{ÞK, 
Mabns: il e:SaintsCortupteons:'.: | ek 
bt = The nholOni $3;.Þ03.. 35! 
e” Birlp! is'Gods Fleafureto hoveghep 
aryed 3The Gre ſppdtiery work of what 
fart #56 43;3. Cor.:3;335 8 a7 will {bear che 
Me woo ; hereby the exce}lercy. of big wark, 
the greameſs'of his appar cy he -en- 
dwrng-;graces of the Saints, | 
ioeagald * By es Lord will ra canfate £0 


\ - 4 $4 au 
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fanders' of men and devils,” who are Itifi-charg "y 
ing his people with hypoerifie;' and: vlinguvs 

en tryal comes9 Dorh Fob fear God for g 
fob x9. Par forth thine hand now, and toneh his 
bout and fleſh,> and be will curſe thee to og ben 
7ob 2, 5. This is the uſual calumny of the Saiors 
enernies; ' to'confute - which, and prove:thitm 
WNT bad WO & ta''be 


 *Fis lis will and-porpoſe that! all his 
Je A de: tryed and i pherefore 'ris/un- 
Ay rarnles ©, CA 
y, $och is Satan's Rage, we trmrbs 
bg bee hs fingers from-hem / if! helbrs 


therh © albne; *ris but ' for! #'{evifor..) Lake 4x3 
When the Divi had endedi all the .t 


arronsy ot . 
arted from ne for' a Jaſons 1s" 


| rawbutic ? 
rhen his work 1s not done j' hiſt thou any 'tefre 
'ris becauſe his 'rempring+rime is wc come; the 
is a roarmg-Liong and'camiot reſt from ſReking 
to. devour,” though he forbeats urrempring '1 
devoar for a ſcafon; whew ie thakes to his greg» 
cer \advamaye: Never expect !frcedoin from | 
cemptation,: till: Satars ehain beſhorrened;ror 
thy remove withbur" 'kis reath' obtained, ' Rek 
, 20, 2, 2: . );t: ; 
-.. Thirdly, The Saiats cheaadk expoſir ttiern 
£0 temptations ; Where'thevarkaſs 1s, there rhe 


rlestefort, Mar, 24.28;:While the Saints|have 
gall'd backs 'they can .expeR>na freedom, from 
2K If rink » be board; the 'Plsliftiver will 
abu ot / of thoſe Bri ns wheres 

| Totes fm Sa rel Till ahe 
1 our few the Szints;” the-Devil/ will 

not © lay'down his: 4-4 x.here-chere !! of - 
xg | Wtt m 


46 The He "RTE Trade 


Wl there is no miatter for ' temptation\to work 
on z as Where there 1800 Morbid-marter}there 
| n' cannot fo. eahily* faſten, corruption a 
' _— che door for Satan never ' look for. || » 
Range ; from Satan, cill Þyon find ceſſation from, 

5 ; "We =) 

- > "Pbuehl ; The bofin and good of: rracions 
ak rea 7; ;'By this i cots 
taſte: their own vilenels ; were it tor fort 
- tation, they'could not ſee the greatneſs oft 
_ corruption : David, Solomon, Hez:ekinh; Potar, 

. did not: think their bearts were- fo abominable 

_ dillifeſt to temptatian,; which firs'the=imiid;/ap 
op the botram to;the top ;” and(this hlpy 
" fo abuſe. them, and: make them more *vike'l 

_ their bn eyes. By this alſo they Rotheinoin 
_weaknels,. and: their need of - Chriſt ;* arid are 
" more! brought our of cheinſelves*t 
the Lord: Jeſus: for ſuccour and" viRory:** And 
by temptations-from Saran they come to'be'dc- 

_ quainted with - his; devices, '2-Cor, 2/27; 4nd 
more $skill'd -in "bis wites and ftraragems-* -no 
— fimall advantage to{one chat/is in aſtare 
fare with him.) 'This way. alſo. doth. the Lord 
© winnow his Saints, and by theſe high winds fan 

_ and'cleanſe: thetn, 'Enke 22; 31, Satan bath de 
| fired to have you, that he may ſift you as wheat y 
and-brings them/tb\/more confortnity ta-their 
head, and t0 greater: eſtabliſhment 'in-! grace, 

| which are glorious advantages to Believers, 
-Miſed: in the New How endnt,. and this eptAn 
compliſt'd,*'whi es tent tations neceſſs 
to tin N many pders{it-r 
rd: lay inpronite 
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| Secondly , As. temptations are. certain, and 
will oome; ſo they, are ſhaking when they come; 
.they are part of that rain, flood and wind which 
.did beat vehemently on the ſandy building, that 
.it fell, Me. 7. 27. Lake 6.49. Temptations afe 
part of the Devil's Artillery, his fiery darts and / 
. cruel buffettings which none can bear without 
\the, whole Armour of God'upon him, and then 
me z all they can-do-is but ro. ſtand, Epheſ. 6. 
.+4Y.I3, 16. They are ſo potent, and prevailing, 
jo ; that none bur ſuch, as are in-Chriſt can ſtand 
_-their ground under them. And in tine. of remp- * 
- tation fall away, Luke 8. 13. Receive, the Word 
. with/joy, ſeem to love God, and delight j in his - 
wales for.a ſcaſon, till remprarions come t0 the 
Purpoſe, and, then fall away, There, are ſome 
;kemptations are more ea ie to be . barn, but 
1 re ſers on a ſoul with all his might, 
re's.no ſtanding without divine ſuggour, .; 
Lord's opening.a way. to, eſcape: Temptation 
b; "is reckoned. amongſt .the foreſt afflictions that 
.;the Saints do UnAGTBOn I, Cor. 10.13: Heb, 2.18, 
-ieh x $k-37, They were Paws they, moe Jp 
y Jars tempted, they werq lain with 
..#be _ ffering like temprations, for 
. they draw No ſoul to fin,” which js more crae} 
hi = death to a ſoul: that: loves .Chriſt.,O Chri- 
[-ſtjans ,, what need: have you then to be laying: in 
+:for an hour of rempration, ſecing” ir'will 'ſhrely 
| .> 00me,:and: ſceing;ir; will be ſo terrible when it 
a Comes! :: 
.4;:Ger your. ſelves. well furniſh'd with wiſdom, 
+ char you [may;know. Satan's devices, 'that you 
ay; be.al) e iq Ape berween temptation 


[7iimois;: Dd4 _ and. 
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hs 
* haye experience ally to. encourage your hope, 
and ficengehen your patience,/that- inſtances of 


.  # Flops + left his children = | 


and corruption, and able t0/anſver the Objetti- 
ons, and ſubtle reaſonings of- Satan ; you muy 


former relief in the like caſes- inay lift up your 
head, and Rtrengthen your expeRations In new 
Tryals alſo. You muſt lay'in ſtore of faith ro 
guard your' hearts, and ſhield your heads from 
ie fiery darts of Satan ; 'you-muſt get your in- 
tegrity cleared, and the ppriglitneſs : of. your 
heart and way evidenced ;-that*s of great uſe 
alſo to bear up your Spirit under all his charges 
againſt you. Make much of eyery breathing of 
his Spirit. in you,. and take care you. quench not 
any of his motions: Ged (faith one)- doth ofren 
leave us to own Satan's ſuggeſtions for our own, be+ 
canſe we do not own God in his holy motions'atid 
breathings, And have good evidences: of your 
intereſt in Chrift,. and' affarance of this [ove 
to you, and aſſured help in-the- time. of. need 4 
taking ſpecia] care to have carruptions/weaken- 
ed, and a growing tmortification'm your ſouls 
thar. ſd when - Satan comes het may - fipd nothing - 

1n:you'ro faſter his remprations on :+This calls 
for your provident- cate, +to ſtore your ſouls 
| ' 3% 3 Nod 3 Hi k 


ainſt times of Tryal.' PEISNE bt "hf 

_ Secondly,” Times'of deſertion are- ſpending- 

times; which wil/need a full:ftock, | when "the 
Lord'doth tide his face, arid withdraw the ſenſe 
of his Tove, and influence 6fhis/ quickening'pre+ 
ſence.; This the Lord may do, and hath$6ne+ 
he hath/left the dearly'beloved.of his/ſbhzpzene 
Foin his habitation; compaſt himſcif about with 


e 


A 


| that hive been Jong dead, Tis juſt with Gif 


faith Mr.-Coopet) to detiy ns the' carpfort of any * 
rey when we devy him Fe gl Yr ac: 


45. 15.) Verily thon art a God that _ thy felfy 


O'God of Iſrael the Saviour, fob 23; 8,9. Betolil | 
Figo forward, but he is not thert, and ; 
har. clnnot|perceive hin; on the le hand where he 
doth wok, but I cannot behold him 7; he hideth 
_— on the right "hand that [ cannot ſee him: 
Iſa: 49. 14+ But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath' for-: 
en me, my God hath forgotten me: ' This was: þ 
one of the greateſt ſufferings on Chriſt, his ap- 
of his Father's hith. O'God 
God, why baft thon forſuken wits Mat. 27. 46:. 
Here was a total and final deſertion that: out: 
Lord Jefus came under. as to his ſenſe; ;and. the 
effects of it ; he faw.nothitg of the comforts of 
+ the Divine preſence, to'the laſt breath of life, 
butdied in this darkneſs.) Verſe '5'o:' - ny when 
he had cryed again with a loud voce (thar "18, as 
he:had done, verſe 46.) bas, ny 'up'\ the. Ghoſt ; 
and hid-no-comforrt-10:the 'laft' minute of life : 
And/if God hath done fo to the green'trer, how: 
much: more may 'be-to the dry ? if he! forſake: 
kis natural-and onely beloved Son,he thay ſorely: 
hide: himſelf from his Adopted Sons,” eveh'ro. 
their dying hour: Avd this is a condition full of 
conſternation and rerrour : The pena damn; the. 
los of God, and all good, is thonght t6 be a: 
far greater puniſhment to the darmried;/'than all 
the praiſhmene of: ſenſe and torment.::: 0: the: 
dreadful} apprehenſions 'that-good!: ſouls have; 


had\abour: God's forſaking them! :\ Tis a' Helt: ; 


-—-— the beginning of the {condiJeath;! 


p 


; ONE *to-.* 


—_— 


 _ 
_ "Thirdly, Times of fore affliction, and diſtreſ- 
ſing calamities, are ſpending+times,: abd:iwilk. ery 


. the other of love, with which [ would 
 bim \"whth me, and \his preſence: would - 
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to:be under areal ſenſe of God's removal. from 
the ſoul; O the amazing dread, and conſuming 
rerrour, ' that "ob, Aſaph, Hemen, and others 


- were-filPd with,-by ſuch apprehenſions of God's 


1 withdrawmem from them, and' his wrath lying 


- - hard upon them | Sonl, though now it be a time 


of:light - with thee; the Candle of the -Lord- 


%  ſhines-upon thee ; thou walkeſt in the light'of 


his :countenance,: lyeſt tin his boſom,- and art 

; dandled on his knee ; yet may the days of dark- 
aneſvbe; many,, and thy ſoul lie in the ſhadow of 
death, agd ander: real apprehenfions .'of | the 
Lord's s .departure from :thee,” and. difpleaſure 
againſt-thee, . and then thou wilt: find-need of all 
the cordials, light and: hope imaginable. - O. lay 
in:ſurcand-unqueſtionable farisfattion about this * 
great: caſe; thar God is' really. gnd : inſeparably 

_ - yours; and-under- all 'your* clouds, fears:and 
qoile think well of God. - *73s: hardi(faith one) - 
ro thank sll of our ſelves, .and well of Godt the 
Jams rims. 'Store your ſelves with promiſes and 
with faith, hope,patience, and-eye- 


. and. cordial your __ 
gerous deliquiams.. 
(faith-one)'{ bave two pines the one of. 


and 
Tell it ſelf « Heaven to me. 


. ry grace that'may bear you' up in ſack-a Tryal, 
heart under. fuct:.dan- 
': God ſhould damne-: me 


_ 


th,cand. 


tories; 


4 Four ſtore of grace; and ſtrengths to beatcigiind 


to'\get- through: it-; and+ ſuch you. 


: may lbre+to 
, NOT: The Crofs is the ſua} way 'to-.the; ap; 


4s the beſt Trade; 
and aMiction the lot of them: ns will live god- 


yin Chriſt Jeſus.' "4nd we 


- eribiulat ion enter \ into oe 
\ #4: 22. The fining-pot :is for 
Ruger - huce for (gold; Prov. 17; 3. And the fan-for:the 
-wheat;: the, condition of Believers in: this world 
cannot long bear profſperi 


ſpwirual 


im this world, are like ſtanding 
er mind; and as*tis-faid of Afoab,ſo 'tis with 
er. 48. 11, ' Moab hath beep 

and he hath:ſettled an his 


mpticd from -weſſel to waſ- , 
he rg SS 
nights that ever Jacob cre 


-drols. - 


Mr: ' Bradford 
| 4200 therefore flieth -from it 
h. 799: aud ſhame ; yet G 


Dn Cones 


| = a fr 


"ix 


people of Gad. 
at eaſe from 
"Toes, id binkar hon £ 

ſel; neither bath. he Love int 
- bys taſte —_—_— _ him, 
. were inthe. th 3 ſo with Peter in priſon; aud 
»Davyid had thoſe large 


his youth, 


hb. the 


think of the 4 _— ro ſenſe, 


ado fabolats have wy vu 
to think orherws iſe- of the Croſs, | as tht frame- 
©: wherein God frameth bis-children,; like ta his 
the furnace that fineth;God's gold;;the 
: high way to Heaven, the ſuit and livery of God's. 
1 » the carheſt and beguming: of a conſole 
"4 lory,'\ Atts'&': Aiden; :Je! Val; 
whey a paey' prot wy; © _ 

;\ {f nee are in-heavineſs 
:Yeaſan,”' God's fire is 8 66 and his furnace 


es his 
ſons 


Phe, Le 


ty without loſs to their 
part. - Chtiſtians under ſettled comforts 
pools,whichi ſoon | 


affetions. to riſe At. mid- 
[ wipht,/ and God's Word was ſweet to him when his 
- » rronble was bitter, ſaith Dr. Harris. ' But: by.af- 

--flitions the Lord re 


41.1 


2 anne; were ot 


andthe 'fur- 


le. from their 
. the world (. fanth 
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Effrpure bays Prepare for afflitions, by which 

his people for himſelf. He is not 
fit ode tow reward 7 le (faith Bernard) '(r) who 
7 os ready ta” aſetnd the Gibbet as the way to it. 
We ate fallen'on = laſt rimes, which are times 
'of aboutding'i —_— ty, Afar. 24. 22. -finning, and 
therefore like to be ſaffering-rumes, called peri- 
4Jous rimes;' cruet times, 2 Tim. 3, I. Beza ren- 
ders it, troxbleſore times ; Ti Temelius, hard times, 
Zzxemi; It comes" from : ' to bring. da- 
e, or to overfurn'; the y will de overturt- 


df of them, Mar. 24.1F. dains of pf Vengeance. 


"Lake 21.22. Theſe be the rae 6 ance, that 
all thangs which are written ma foiled Great 


times; times of deſolarion; as Chriſt pro- 


tribulation, ſuch at was not "flo" the beginning of 


#he ok this tine, no nor ever ſhall 7" Mat. 

x. called the great and terrible day of the 
Lord, when the Sun ſhall be turned into dark- 
neſs, andthe Moon- into blood.” Feel 2. 31. The 
Sls. ſhall be tarnet into darkneſs, and the _ 


3nzo blood before the great and terrible day of the 


d come. Coccrins thinks this time to ea lun- 
der the fixth-ſeal, Rev. 6, 12. wage which ris 
Aid, Theſe art rhey which come ont of great tribu- 
lation, I rather think that the ſixth ts 
with the enemies of God's people,and brings re- 
deniption tothe Saints ander grear tribulation. 
"That which we may 'clearly gather hence. is, 
char thoſe laſt;rimes will be times of ſore calk- 
tie perſonal- and publick; xo Nations, 
Church. of God; knd What's pot- 


tion 


I reckons 


4s the beſt Trade.” - gr 
tion of, thoſe-amazing rrovhles, way fall.vpon 
the people of this 'age, Wei know: got +.this/'Þ 
certain, God ſeems, to git bile cgll: from Hea- 
NA, as well ag out of his Y, 9: prepare 
49; meet. With,! him;! Atros 4.210; gird-: a. 
the loins of qur (11nd, Kev. 161-93 to;keep 
, gatments orig. to. watch, leſt he cotue as a thief, 
Take 12, 35, 36s g wakbogy wellet Gord with ; 
Qil, and qur Jamps: pe, f z and: te; 'reckon. on 
midnighe ſitting up, 'and 
| Ts the Fu wy their TT —_— 25. » 
o watch ,amna pr ways, that we-rw ay bercomnut 
morphy to eſcape the thang, rhat ſhall rom to puſh, 
ane 19: and befare the Sou of man, Luke 271: 3% / 
»2Fourthly, The time of Death. is-a: ſpendi 
xiwe, and calls for great proviſions for that 
zourney 3 and great change the Sdul is they pa 
ſing jtito, Death is, the King :of Terrors':+O 
how amazing |s;the ſight of it-to 2 natural eye, 
and>-an awaketed;'confoience'!. the »work--thikr 
Hfedthcomes r0.do is frightfulLwork' s.fleſh and 
blood; to pluck a;fonl our of :its/ancicrir dwths 
Nga take it from all its acquaintance,friends, 
reldrions, and earthly-AJt, from cbe: comforts -af 
wig whole Watld, never to ſee dr enjoy: thew 
more, as | thty:;haterdane ; nay; roppll: down 
this carthly tabernacle, not ta'Jeart a'ſtone-ups 
ona Mone,- but} quite 10 demoliſh- it ro:the 
;is @ great change ;' 'toJay-aiwrit any 
outs back, ina momentro-bning it, ta Jdg 


 y:Ged; thett:roteceive i Jad 
to'tnterint6:aipery eſtate, /putef mivch! 
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neyer depart,” cither of bleſſedneſs or miſery. 
- To take the ſoul off from all the means of fal- 
vation, and: poſſibility of change out of that 
eſtare into-which, by death he enters ; that. if 
the ſoul ſhould'die in his ſins, there's no future 
| ce; or'any thing can be done 'to mend 
his ill condition :'this will be terrible to a guilty 
. conſcience, ſenſible of many ſins un ted'of, 
many daties neglected, mach rime ak cory 
hypocriſies'uncur'd, many fears unremoved, and 
doubts unanſwered. Now for ſuch a' ſoul; in'a 
Momen, to come to judgment, and to have no 
time allowedihim to {er things in order 'for 6 
* greatacompearance, and to ſtate-his account 
| Forthar Audit, is an amazing providerice.' 
The rime of death is alfo a time of the igreareft 
Tight, when' the ſoul's eye ſhall be” opened'ro 
ſte: rhings as they are, no more in a glaſs; but: 
face to face z then the ſoul that hath been dark: 
all-its' days,” ſhall-ſee: clearly things it” never 
knew. ' As tis faid-of the Mole, thar it'is'blind 
all its time; rill it comes to die, and then it ſees; 
So'they that would not ſee; ſhall then ſee and 
be-aſhamed ;> rhen ſhall ſouls ſee things as they 
are; andfind that to be evil which they thought 
good, and that to be good which they thoughr 
a:be evil.- Death is the greareft informer, and 
es the largeſt diſcovery of things thatever 
wes; it brings to light the hidden things of 
darkneſs, fins the world never knew, and fins it 
may be theiſoul it ſelf never ſaw,, or thoughr 
ie-fclf guilty of; then will the leaſt flaw; error, - 
_. unſoundneſs, negleR, failing, be fully ſeen z then 
the things that now ſeem to be ſinall, will-then 
Fr 7 ; APPEAF 


- 


rs the beft Trade. 415 
appear to be great'z' and thoſe things that were 
taken for mountains, will be lefs 'than-one- ſir 

gle grain of duſt,” - + -- 
_ *» Death is a time'alſo when: conſciegce hath- its 
quickeſt ſenſes, and livelieſt as, when ir — 
hears, feels, i fears,/all things as: they are; and 
without any-other-witneſs,- becomes. both: \Ap- | 
 cuſer-and Judge; then-f»das nected no Accuſer 
to charge him; or Jadge'to condemn him; but. 
his . own conſcience ; nor Executioner to -dif- 
_ him, but. bis own hand. .;What*s the: mat- 

rer, man, (faid.Mr; Perkins to. a Malefactor, go- 
ing-up the ladder;\and his countenance ſhewnig' 
the inward:terrorsof his ſoul;) ar: 'chox afraid 
#0 die #- O, no Sir, ſaid he, but of a worſe matrev. 
$0 another upon. her death-bed, and under: a 
. : terrible ſight of: her wicked life; when one yr 
. was by oftered fomething to comfort her a 
- the fear of death, replied, Were-# but to die; it 
were nothing : + A world (faid anorher, upon the 
border - © eternity , and / under: -conſcience- 
affrightings) - for." one inch of time! oO 5ve ne 
one inch of time ! Luther. ſpeaks of  an+ Eremite 
who, a little. beſore' his death;: ſtood. very. je” 
never ep. Ay ont. of his place for three. days, bar 
ving his eyes" fixt towards . Heaven ; and. "Es 

d the Kpk of-this poſture, anſwered, be Ong 
—_ to die © "His Scholars began to comfort him, 
\ relling bins he need pot. to. fear. death, who had: Evi 
ly. in his life x but he replies, "tis true, 1 have 
lived well, and betn obedient, but God's Cort 

; 4 


are otherwiſe . ths. Man's Mdgrnent 
Be {as $7 1 —P%. 148), | 
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-.»The crime of death: is 2. ti Decay Wy 
-ration.alfo ;. they. Satan uſt Ns wh 
iefefſt ſtrength to weaken the "od be 
onſet, and. that is the, h 
Ltz Srl ee ot i 
t forth their utmoiſtreng the 
5 wich mf red fer 1s. Phd: E 
, (1) Tith Lanker)-: 40:20 48:41 Heer 
nn NE 
[ rehtance: 
_ og ich be; mr! ip: anni doe 
another war + 4 fight "5d, that it 


on Taq 
oibnmna the vanguifhe pep 


p | 


aud hard to ſtand ; the laft.; cnemy:..is death 
-when the ſoul.muſt have; the whole, armour. of. 


God, and be found not in his ownrighteouſvets,. 


Þur -rake ſanftuary in) the - nee of gn z the 
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 nithing, a#d compnit "the cauſe "t0 'God * 
Tv»is (falth he )'7s thi chieſeft W:/dorn we ſhoktld at- 
Ferd ro "ih the hour of d*arh; This was Bernard's 
courſe ard comfotr when on the intof deathy 
1 have lived wickedly, NS ith: ws reg, 'Lord 

eſs on eh eaven by a donble'tipht g 
iy beca * th Fþu art the Sott if God; wc A 
ene by 4 death and: paſſion | thx haſt obtained 
745 4u) Hhow keepeſt the firſt rhy ſelf by thy 'birth- 
right ; the laſt thixbeſtoweſt on. 512, 'not for. | 
works:but of thy gr ate. Chriſtians, you had need' _ 
be well-faraifh'd for the hour of death, (your 
tfrexreft'vnd trioſt difficule' hour ) laying in all 
rhe proviſions\you car! for a'ſure and comfort- 
able paſſage to gloty: ' Thus you fee W iifonr's 
Merchants have more to'do than keep up 
ſent life and comfort, rhey” mult Tay infor rimes 
to come 5 for times of remptation; deſertion, 
affliction; and the honr of death. | 


Advi ice 4. 

Fourthly, If you have govd trading with God, 
then lay out for God.” This is reafonable work; 
pteating work, honourable work, profitable 
work: 

Firſt, ''Tis teafomable work to! lay ont for 
God; hedeſerves i ir, *ris his doegall your mer- 
cies are his intereſt ; '1 will rerurn and take awdy 
my corn it the time thereof and my wine'in the 
| ſeaſon thereof ;* [ will recover my waoll and. "flax 
giv?n to.cover her nakedneſs, Hof. 2. 9:7: Thapgh 
God gives his people'rhe uſe of merey;" yerhe 


ali. Arn... Mi. 


fervas Pro te jerve TALL Orrathss Tad Targarts n mips. 


(a) Foe 
non Yave « operum, ſed grative. 


KEE keeps 
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: Mop egey ety 1n-bis- owe hard:;.. God is 
pho, ave ſhould be. the Qi Ay \! [the Al- 
—_—_ tis: reaſonable he: ſhoy}d;; be:the end 
of alt-onr mercies; fawes I. 17; Every good ard 
: p_ gifr cometh down, fron the Father of lights: 

And-(as beams from the $un) is derived from 
'his bounty, ds his pervike oor Gring. (w) Ah 
yovds are thy gifes (faith <dagaſtine): FA: our geod 
48 'vither himſelf; or what comes from him :.Bq 
rrading and thriving are from-him, and} 
*alfo-be-for him, both -- principle and intereſt are 
- Goes own, Mat.25.27. If you lay;notontiyonr 
mercies for God, you rob him of his due, Your 
mercies are the Lords, not. onely: by that -in- 
reveſt he reſerves in them;-but. by your reſigns- 
£30n of them _ I when yoo 

e up ves tot rd, you-gave 

WM 4 wonbrigeth CppoitieFaICy!s ance br 
- To keep back ary part wo your All from God; is 
to lye to the Holy Ghoſt.  4&- 5. 3. Why hath 
Satan filled thy bearrto-lie:to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Joanp back pars 'of the price of the ovary. No 
wer terms will paſs in reconciliation- with 
pow than, what Ahab yielded: ty Benhadad, 
' 1 Kings 20! 4. My Lord © King according to thy 
faying 1 amithine; and all that. 1 have. -if you 
aAre-not your own, much leſs any thing you 
Have, is abſolytely yours. God gives'his people 
-Bor a conditional med in-all, chings wes" 
-himfelf, {0 'far- as ic ſuces (his: pleaſhre, uſe 
and glory. To' keep back any-part-of your c@- 
-pacities and intereſts. from. God, when hy, his 


"(it ) Bana mon, dong tua. Orme COTE ATED 
of or ab ipſo. Aug. Ty | 


Word 


ic the deſde 
oe Providence neal ge Caen 
SC MA andproje; les by | 
10n, Feoeeld * 


doghtd rv, rare be Tov 
u nd YORT.ONR gramy Hoſc8, 8,14 Cas) *V70:-vy I 

'"Bekides,” you receive. mot- your Merc)es: as 
Dwiors, but as Stewards, 3 keep and uſe Sheng 
for;hini, pnd-according 6 his jaſtruEian, x-2or, 
zo. #15 every one hath received the gift (whe- 

of grace, Or gifts of grace, inwar _— 
Nan eifis; ſpiricoal or,cemporal,” 4is all-one if 
heave: received it) ſo {rt Lim ' atpringfer- tbe 


famt:, di:good Et :wards- of $ht mawfold\ grace of 


tife, Naw" intereſts are God's gifts ; your abug- 


dayce, bis Bounty 'and traſt; co be! befipwed to 


"his uſe and pleaiire, bop Warch peu uſt Eve 
| an JCogunt.- . / 
-. Secondly, 'Tis pleaſ ing work to ly our for 
God Pay counted norikus life deer tolay 
{or Ghtiſt, A; 20,24. | Rrtervagd Fahy: rejoy 
'thar\they - were counted worthy 16; part 
"their name, avd to undergo ,reproack , Pare uhR 
"Abts\'5. $7: Natyante: 'was glad that tt bad 
of-vaiye, to wit, bis Athenian learpivg 
29 path with for Chriſt. The Mather of William 
/Huoier- cp arr rejpycen; that ever ſbe mes {e 
_ "happy ai to: ibear ſuch a child as cepld: find in bis 
' lgart. todaſo his life for Chnrſt's \Name ſake, A#t 


"aud Mon p- 1.3.96. re apa 7 1 


'to Find he with- for: Qhrift, to a 
toes him: How willingly. did out Hm ſtrip 
higſelf: of 3the-Robe char as apon. 
-EWEitTV;Devid,, apt his garments 6 
De to his. bow, pb to bis girdle 
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beloved Him z/mook- mote; pleaſing will it- be 
ro 8-ſau} loving Cbrift, to pare with his All fot 
Ghtift; 1'Siam. 2 #8..45 i os 

' 'Thjrdly;"Tis honourable work alſo to: lay out 
for-God.;- He that Hves to the poor lendeth to; the 
Lord, Prov. tg: 17-' And is not this honoyt 
to- make God a'debtor,- atid to get bini/who is 
over al} bleſſed for-ever; to become rodent A 
his creature: O what- honour is this, that the 
Giver of All ſhould ſeem to be beholding to his 
.creatures; who have their All from tim Have” - 
you anything you | can part with-for 'Ghriſt?' 
think whar honour 'tis' that God. entruſts-you 
iron of fuch gifts-for him; -rbe 
Lord'might have made-you- beggars, not givers; 
why- hats made you to'differ.? why 1s prace, | 
gifts, ſtrength, eſtate, time, put, into; thy hand, 
and not into” others? it ſhews a gopd ;opinion 
| God. hath of thy faithfulneſs, and. fo beſpeaks 
honour: O let not God have cauſe to revoke 
this'eſtimation ! | 

- Fourthly, *Tis orofitable work: The more 
you lay ' out for, God, the. more you - get for 
yourſelves ; rhere's no-ſuch way to gather; as 
ro ſcatter for God ; your-improvements-of mer- 
cy to God's end,are but as ſowing of ſeed hich 
. wil-come in again wry nar encreaſe; 2-Cor. 

% 6. He. that: ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall rex 
ringly, and he” le fevers Fa-kj ifully,: ſt pr yon 
bountifwly. Laying out for God is Trading & 
curd;-not liable to hazards, as-earthly wnder- 
| takings are, but under a- promiſe: '0f ſure--and 
great returns, as hath been-proved,. arid that-is 
Prone "OG our FIe God, is lending+40 God 


* upon 


86: the-beſt Trade: $241 * 
he Intereſt, A744; 294 294i where: bothiprin- 
vipal and; intereſt are fare); Prov. 19:17; He.that 

bath pity npon the poor, lendeth'to the "iorkl and 

rha#hwhich he hath gives, will he. bigs PT 

The Lord'takes it as-;donergp-h and] v 

repay: with large uſe ; (#) he lends ro/rhe-Lord 
up6n' bond *for uſe-y: as; the: Hebrew Its, 
T1142) \and he will ſurely repay it. Gd 1 IN ks 

for je, and' eretrnabels Ap ye, | 
miſtake'in men, and that-which ſtarves their;ex- 
petifiveneſs forGod;ta'think the more hey. give, 
the keſs they-have ; whereas layia ont. for God 
brings'in principal and ale z:it- ered is 
left, .and\brings it ynder- a.promiſe,0 Gn 

As the” POUrmg out of thei Widows: Aloe her 

yellds ; the = ef ed out, the 'more-:ſhe 

had; 2 Kings 4- as/the Widow of Za- 
rpheeb, by. giving kk R the Prophet, ſecur'd 
wa proviſion in,a.time of famine: v Kings | 

"WF. 13, 14. For thus ſaith the Lard. Gad of Iſrael, 

the barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the 

Fisſe of Oil fail, witil the-day that the Lord ſend- 

eth Fain upon the earth, Mal. 3.10. Bring ye all 

the "tithes into the ftore-houſe, that there may-be 
meat 'in my horſe, and prove me'now herewith, 

ſaunh the. Lord of Hoſts, if TI will not ” on the 
windows of Heaven,and pour you out 4 fn Ing that 
there ſhall not be room enough; to receive it, Tis 
mens niggardlineſs to God, and: .cloſe-handedneſs 
ro the-poor,/and pious aſes, 1s one reaſon; doubt- 

Tef'of che waſts and blaſtings on their ogrward 

intereſts this day. Prov, LI: 28. The! liberal: ſoul 
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Rn Pie 1 he Jatt6? OY 
fiultfilliSing's As of hirity'r tbr | 
wy yanhing” Witer that Paſſeth” away, D\ras 


5 thas Gbtr's ain Mn Vepoeane E 
ny fro.” Fombiv® the Lord with! 'vhy bL | 
Hs ''t o drag od 2) fav wirh!phofiry: _ 
- Yieude oi be daft pine hp 
ve MA Joytit-rAtimeay ro this thath3}as Wd 
By] a9 EY 8 pho 28.27% Pie 2119 
8. 3'B8{ to, 2 tf." With' miny Cite BY 
abundanr-ſethriry fot re Viet fo fo Re 
our for. God. © © 
| Beſides, this is a proof of your ove to a64: 
'2 Cr. 8.2 Phat. © ſotiy to then, and ys 
- EEO oh87 1h "PPoof o Jour love, 7Job:3 J\ 
*.' Wh5ſo bath this wortds goods, aid foeth i 
bg hats need, and ſpriterh up bis bowels" 
fompaſſion from him, how. dwelterh the 190% 
47 bi 2? 2 Joh 4: 29, \For he that Tovirb wht bis || 
Br.ther "whom he at for, how-t4#"bi love Oh 
whom he hath not ſoeu ? BY truc charity t6'your 
Poot”Brethren'yoti evidence your Tove tb God; | 
fhar (cepres: all Joby truce and get <4 ob 


*- $485 + k 
(. J TJ Js rien, 1. "I Ju +; ju crops in erode, Doty 
riſthly, 


cel. 7 P—_ ——— _— 


_ : = 
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 Fifthly,: Thisalfo, is pleaſing tg God, Phil, 4. 


ul 18, Pay. and 0 bn not the things 


Yay J/Fpn 8: by profperaus, 
, Then Chl, * if IG Fug fra give 

you:z, f you love bin; if you would: leaf 
him; if you would pro ſper in foul; body and 
eſtate, Jay out for God:; If. you have Favre 
ceived, freely give ; Mhnrer God hath en 
truſted you with, expend it for him.” | © 


Firſt, Lay, our. your time for God: Among: 


the.many waſts of mercics fouls are guilty of, 
'this is: not- the Jeaft ; waſte 0 f ugg rave 
there: i is no-crearure-ble 
worth than rime,.jn which a Hundation is 5 Utah 
of " thoſe mercies thatare eternal, Time js 
ralent,/ a. treaſure ;. not onely a mercy, bat rhar 
Hep omar thero can be no mercy ; Cot 
r.for. your improvement of”! Time, 
= Your Time is not yours, but: God's, 
by him, . and for 'him. Pſal. 76. 76. 17. The 


= ths Light and the" Sm. Time isxhat: 
ween two Erernities; limited by Ulvint rag 


wk 10 divine wit. obs 4.4. . Sepiny his daies- 


are det ermunical; the number .o bt wontbs are with 
 kibee ;, thojaaft 4 ppointed his bonnals that he ta 
. wet paſs. And if Time be the Lofd's, then! cis: 
ke.it thould be uſedifor God.- Givewnts God the 
tbatare God's, When thou ſinneſt or rtifleſt 


ſpend another's goods. You thar hate robbery of 
ng. be nor thieves ro God and your own 
Ec 4 {out 1 
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this: , 48d rhe night 65 thine ; thow haſt p - 


away.this Time,think on this ; ow 1 fob God,ahid 


The Hertenty Trade 
I Time Is Gog's,;g0t thme vown JUTEN 
dly,” Think haw.muctFyou hove Joſt; of 


palt ime, and this ſbould make Fou ala: of | 


prefenc Tine, Z/a/..99..9, [te ſad. aw years: a3 
. 6.tale that 35 told; Which yanilketh)ioro thinudir 
and:is ſan gone, ſp of our time (a) (firh 
one) is plxck'd away fr omns; more it>ftoln avian, 
_ £ut.moſt of all: doth ſlide. away. i O -how littls's 
wece of Liſe 15 that, wei live) How much of thy 
ye hath | been, baſumed in the grave 2:Hiow 
much. in the merket-place2. much fleptaway in 

the. Vineyard; When, nature, ſelf, the: world 

and fin have; had. their ſhares of every. day;chow 
 litzle a portion hatlibeen left fox God? Hence 
is .the Apoſtle. adyiſcs.Sajnts xco-redeem:their 
Lime ;; to. ger Time for. God and /theje fouls, 
though. with ſome, Jols; £0 other} intereſts; 4be- 
cauſe it hath,been taken captive;by;felf,;Gnaad 

the world; and held-prifoger. fo long; Thiswalſte 

of former Tyne makes it: abſolutely. needful-for 

. them:that;wil reach their; journey's: chd;hefore 

| their day be gone, .to redeem Time from their 
callings, recreatiung,; refreſhments, idlencſs and 
reſt,for the. recovery of negleted workzor they, 
will find ie wanting when.cthey come 20 dic.Give 
Me my time again, Px 4, NOman on cher-dearh- 

bed, being under fear 

nothing could relieve ber troubled ſoul;yba bad 

| IL 1 


. "Th rdly, Confjder howſhart and,-uncertain 


: 
—— E 


"+4 , ba 


your retyaiving Time is, or, may bez:The whole 


(7) Mulrom Temporis eripitir nobss, plus fubantitur, 
piarimum effiuit, exigua fart oft vite quam" toy vo; 
"Mus. ACER. 7 GOV OT, £12 f3i2J0351 3v1A0 

xs Ta Time 
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ears abour her eternal ſtare; 


"ts the beſt Trade.” 425 
Time of thy life is but a ſpar; a arappit=—i> wed 
a-polt, z'wearer's ſhuttle, a vapour, a tale- 
is rold, a5 flower of the field, 25 of no dr 
rations; Fob 9.21: Pſal." 39. 5. Famer 4. 14. > vol 
(tirt'one) 'i5 4 ſbort parentheſis:3n '@ lony period 3 
et ia dreary we can name it ,our'pr Tim 
js become paſt Time. - Qur whole life (faith ano- 
ther) cap but of two daies tht day of our hinth, 
of-our death; for no oouky born,bux 
yeideyin's rodie.' Time is on the wing; baſtening 
to Erernity every moment : Time travels when 
you fleep; and}runs when you creep : Time goes 
on when you py Loon gets'ground when you go 
back: - As the ſtream hiſtetis ro the*Ocean day 
.. and night; ſo'$vth Time to Eternity :O..uſe your 
Lime for God while you bave it ! it-will ſhottly 
heinone- of yoursz'1f you do not uſe it, you. Wi 
lo©4v ;.'you'were as good-let:1God: have your 
 Fimez:as co ler. it run away to no purpoſe ;. if 
rhicy-fig not- improve jt, ruſt will conſume it 5 
the Ne Devil, World-and Fleſh will engrols it ; and 
'ris-bercer ive: it ro God, tharlet the Moth 
and Caterpillar devour it. Beſides 
' +;1{Fourchly,” Cani you -pur it to better profix 
than to-lay it out for God ? he'is the beſt chap=- 
manfor-your Timez nothing, will give you'ld 
much. intereſt for Time as God will ;-put alt the 
gamofoother Time into the ſcale, with the in» 
comes, of God's Time, and'you will ſoon ſee the 
. diflerence- Time aid: our for God' will be the 
beſt ſecurity for your own Time: Give God bis 
_ Time; and; he wilt give you yoar Time ; all thar 
Tame : thar'.is 'needful: for a- bleſſed: Eternity 3 
| Fate” $no ſuch n/SF: Time,” as to uſe 
ef it 


® &y 
5 
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foriGod: Prov. 3. x6. n_ "ofiudates 115::inther 
- rigber band;! Timp for God willnobans 
by Tcure, "bavikg _ Tirheralſby 128-2 | 
feeſtsfruies did:the an ggy & IT IG; 
Tinie-devored to God. bringsin crerndbinaetvth3 
Though Time-be:bur:a thing remporaliyetims 
proved, Qiv will bring to\things ecernalg*2 Cor: 
at 1x8: nay ax vill bring'-you mercy+in-rhe gimme - 
of .yeed:: Give God your: working-ritne; andthe 
will feed you'when in your: unſervicealle time | 
When { was x yoany man. {laid Mr. 'Browr)'f wat 
Wes, and (ro'd by fairb' it the 'Sdniof Bod, tort 
new 1am: ud, | and aw nut adle'ro'do yo wijeh; you 
be condeſttnaitofred'me with lowps of fewſe. Luke 
fill. of Scripture; J- fur HLAA! 
5i-Fifthly;-you muſt iow an necouont for your 
time to God.;:he takes notice: of \mens;rime, 
how ris fþeat ; and accord ingly ill jndahonn 

Luke 13.7; Theſe ithree years 1 come feeking frat 

on this Figtree; "and cau find noue's ont it "dbwn, 
why - cumbreth | it' (the grownd © "PA." 95. T0., 
iFarsy pears long was { giceved — this) (pep 
Luke 19. 44! Secanſe tbow kneweſh 92 "dbe/7 ime 
 ofi-rhy wifitation,! God. pars for -frun trom:his 
people, according, to: their - months, Ezekiigh 
12;: 0 how mncly 1$-it; your! concernment.t@ 
order your-\disburſements. of ; time , to a+con . * 
iftency with your: comfortable: account 4n''the = 
day of Chriſt { then/:you wil wiſh Gedihad 
more of your tline, when you-come to.reokon» 
ing for it ;  what-a blank -wilb there i be- in) ou7- 
account; of time, if 3t bq-not\betrer, beſtowed 
than hicherto??, 'Thar rime vil yield: you:maſt | 


comfort when .'you come $0 ©ternity;; which 
Was ſpent for God here. Sixthly, _ 


S. a 


-Upeby ens ect derhink @ little. = 

for God, whorhat not 'thought-at exern 
roo /mubh for you ?:Chriſtzans, *tis] 
E yathon/with- eternal: glory, ho hath peer 
[1 Z Tim. 2.40: A Crown i 


ah1fnhericance; that faderh/ not away, 
thi. canhor be ſhaken :Upon* | ein er panes 


wiariednels; m- pbeſent; work, Gal. 6. 8. Think 
How: i nous''tis-thus to: requite.theLord 
that+hath- dealt ſo--bountifully' with you ;420 
wirttchold your time from bimp who-firſt gave 
ro you, nd hath denied it to ochers; and wil 
ſhortly:cloſt uppour troublous time wirh eter- 
hal-reſt; in bletſed manſions of poraſt $ 
wht him{1f5-Leto this: Joye of :Qbrift 'ſhame 
you for mſimproved time, and-conſtrain you, 


be" SEED uy: our plb Dp time for 


7 ent Lay out your FREY for:God'z 
| 6 is the God of your ſtrength, ho hath right 
£*jvyand uſe' for it; \F/al. 43: 2. He. hath work 
rYou which calls. - al aus Sorta wh, {trength :\ His 
pw prent,; greatly ſoxeght* -oxt of al 

afure - [ rid rs ITI. 2: His 
7 as are. great, aud greatly to be praiſed: Pal, 
$86:23. Nita anger is great, and greatly ro:be fear- 
eW':"2z King235 26: His'trials and rebukes-'on. 
&iv own/children are/ many times great, which 
:ieed-great fiich and' patience to: bear uprunder. 
them, ard the'ftrengrh of grace co make a right 
| j——a of them: *Pfad. 71. 10: Which bagh fhewn 


what ow and fort troubles: You dp .not know 
ep IN: < 


ned: you may have of” all-: 'the ſtrength 
v onT 


menr 2the: 'Apottle prefies*-the med ag to un © 


+28 The: He wwtnly Trade 
hearts/and graces. are' capable £01 receivep to 
carry. you? through ' your fetnaining'! trials) uni] 
trodbles: you have nor yer refiſted-untoþ}obd, 
dr been broughr-to fiery: trials) nor: ſecnioſuoh - 
Ghiy's as never yer were{orthal be}: And there+ 
fore-you had need" be ipitded® with firength, 
and* to be ſtrong tin the: grate'tlrapg 18/1 | 


* Jeſus; and:one way 10' it;7 is'to uſe whavyor 


Kave'for God; He5:5.2.45: God's ſervice al(brcalls | 
for: expended ſtrength : Zu<8 10:27: ' Thvh: felt 

ove. the L.atd with all thy ftren th, 1-Chroni\26:$. 
The ftrengtIf/ af : thy: heart: laid! out, Inyrard 
_ Itrength fon God in his ſervice, tlie" ſttrevgth of 
Four whoſe fouls. and 'ontward-: ſtrengths; the 
ſtrength; of your” bodies '.alſd in the? work of 
God. t $o:'did' our Lord:iJefusj-be' waſttd! this - 
Krengtl1in the: ſervice. of his. Father; that'i at 
thirty four years; dd; he-was taken'to3beimeer 
fnfty : he was weary in his work.” And'!Paid 
did ſpend, and was fpent/fur Chriſt, 2 Cor:y22rx. 
And David cried'our, My hneei ark weak through 
faſfting;'Pſal.-T i 9.'24.. Glorkfy God. in your boiling, - 
KA 1 your oſpirits,'which' are the; Lord's :\ GON. 
'G. 20. {tn leboxtrs more abundant : 2 Cor. Is. 23. 
Strruqng. for: the'faith- of the Goſpel: Religion'is 
fo eafy work ; Afiniſters (faith Mir: Burroughs) 
muſt ventare their ſtrength for Chriſt, and | 
_ cvſt all thati;are. Chriſt's 2« 2:Cor,/ TT, 27; 'Wp 
weearmeſs, in painfulneſs, in watcbings. Religions 
Worth all your labours and'exlrduſted ftrengrh-; 
men tire themſelves for the wotld 3 how much 
more ſhould they for God and. Glory'? +» 15% 
- Thirdly, Layout your'gifts .and | graces for 
God, and the!gocd of ſouls: : r-Cor.'12;7i''The 
{$7 mani- 


manifeſtation of rhe Spirit i; given ro: every wal 
1s prifit withal.* thac's'God's end. why he gives 


giff$'ro; any, that every 6ne+. who hath them 
tb61]d; improve' them” ro his glory, and the 


4 _his gory, | 
g60d: of vrhers: 'A capacity ,0 (rin. Go, 


ant forthering his Kingdom "th the World; 
ſack a priviledg as rhe-Saints lm Heaven enjoy 


not :.ahd the Angels, when employed in any 


ſubſerviency towards ir, readily. and” chearfully 
proſecute it. Angels are vigilant creatures, und 
wait" for opportunitsts ; and when they come, will 
net Joſe them, |\Greenh.] Yea, *tis ſuch a prize, 
ds being ence loſt, can never be enjoyed again; 


no#- gracious ſouls eyer more 'return ro. their. 


ſtewardſhip ,- when once. "ris given up; and 
. therefore - ſhould be heedfully regarded, and 
faithfolly- uſed whites continned” God: gtves 
not talents ro- be napkin'd up, nor- lights to- be 
bidunder a buſhel : none of us: Tiverh to him 
ſeIf,-Rom.- 14.9. All the charafters of Sainrs, 
and\thoſe-rejations they ſtand in, engage ro uſe- 
falvefs : They are the lights "of -the' world fer 
m-acandleftick; rhar they may cauſe their light 
ro: ſhine forth. before men; Mar. 5. 14, 15. They 


- are.the falt of the earth; of purpoſe ro ſavour- 


others. Mat: '5.13. If ſalt hath loſt its ſavoir, 
"#73 good: for nothing but the danghil.” They- are 
ftars in God's 'firmament, ro communicate their 
light and-jnfluence unto others, x Cor. 15. 4t, 
Veſſels in God's houſe ro be meet for nſec; 2 Tp. 
2.20, 21. Stones in his building, which have'a 
murnal uſefulneſs to bear up cacl'other, and/td- 
 wardpreſerving the whole, Eph. 2.2. Branches 
in the-Vine, that yield their fruit for the cheer- 


URL ing 
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the. hearts. of men, T 


Pods [l'of PT 704 26, Mi 
rs.in the bo 1mpart .their 16 Mem 


£g-;cach other, Epb. 4. 16. and diſcharge tho 
10 care, 4 - | 
flac to their 5, 2, 


y 
low members: .t 
Is .exhort- you, #retbren, to waru bk, are 
enruly, poet the, feeble minded, rap port the 
weak , br Patient,towards off men * all your 
eapacities for God. while you have them, l6;/be be 
fake them. from  you,' or. opportunity. to "im- 
prove them. 
-.Fourthly; Lay out your catthly Scerafia: far 
| God, Prov. 3-19. Honour, the Lord with thy fab- 
fance, aud with the firſt fruits x of hn ene 
Give God his due in maintaipi Meſſengers, 
and. keeping . .up tis worſhip; alluding:to 
thoſe firſt frujts.of Iſract's encrenſe, which mwtec 
the Lord's by ſpecial oppoeaia non ro. his ſer- 
vice, Exod, 22:29. and: fi -le gf his- eres 
AMONY them, Lev. 23.20,/t Ot of which 
 pbliges jn Goſpe'-cimes, though their ceremo- 
Dial bus Joes oehent cues and this 0p as 
seinforc'd under the Ga more.ample ar- 
ts, taken. from the light: of Nature, the 
= of Meſes, and will of Chriſt,.z Cor.g. from 
wer. 9, tÞ Ig. To this head js referr'd that cam- 
anand z\ Gal. 6. 6. Let him that 5s tangot.om. the 
word commynicats to him that reacberh in all good 
things ; for Ged will uot he mocked mee: (50mm do 
who pret wo 1yFt.are defeftixe jr 
this manifeſt duty, g: them: co-unmeari- 
.edneſ in this expentvenels for God, ;whateyer 
Siſcouragements they meet with vpn” bY af- 
; - fyrance 


1s.the beft;Trage.. 434 
fyrance bf the- blc{ſed fruic of. 6bedienge to the 
willigf Chriſt herein,. ver. 7, 8,9. Tis not the 
maintaining: or-welfare of a .few- men 'in-the 
World; thar is the defiga of 'this- great» com 
mand of Chridt ; but the rendency this harkinq = 
the L oy 2 aa ins rhe Goel, Jad keeping 
up the nnitirated worſhip of Gogz. the! conver» - 
fion:of Sinners, and  «dification of 1 Saints ſing» -- 
refſively :in every: generation, to: which, theſe 
ſupplicsare recellary, that the ſeryants of Chyitt 
might attend - on | [their miniſtrations: withour 
diſtraction ; and whoever (a ſubjec; of Chriſt, 
and arer:of this priviledg) draws back from 
rhis-guty;:be is chargeable nor only for viala- ' 
ring the royal righteous law of Chriſt, bue for 
bemng,-\guilty:: of fubverting his Governmenr, 
Crownand Dignity ; and cndeavouring in-bis 
"meaſure; the ruining his intereſt, of hinderit 
£be :converſion:.and edification. of ſouls ; 
whatever damage hereby comes to. the fpiri- 
wmal/ot-erernal welfare of fouls ;, it will be laid 
-omtheir heads ip the day of the righteous judg- 
 Anotker-greacly concerning duty-contain'd in 
-this $qpipture,is charitable communicationsfeed 
the poor, feed the hungry, clothe the nakedgre- 
ieve the oppreficed. [Bede Alapid.J This is to 
 konour God with your ſubſtance; not to ſpend ji 
:-a9 Your lofts, .to live high,to fare deliciqufly, ro 
© buftd' your neſts on high ; bat. to. make; your 
- abundance a ſupply for the good of thaſe that 
are iniwants; a-Cor.. $; 14. ja. 58.7. 10. Mat. 
Gt; farm: 1,27. Heb. 13. 16. Lake 14-12,13- 
Oberwiſe; Ks LS. 
ES Ed. | Firſt, 


3z 
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- Firſt, -All $otr Religion is-in vain, 
»: 26, 27. Your-knowledge; deſires; kn 
frainex, taſts, enjoymetts; tnarks, cx 
feeming graces; duties, are-all nothing,” a 
never prove the truth of F6ur grace; -thie 
of your eſtates, and goodneſs of your raioN) A 
you' are ſound defeCtive in' rhis great-tUnry v 
Charity: Pſal' 172. 4, 5. Unto the upright lor 
ariſcth light in the darkneſs; he s grace, "rand 
full -of compaſſion, and -igbtove: * A good" wow | 
b favenr, and lenderh.” Let men fay+whaty 
they will, if they be covetons; hard-hearted;: 
have no compaſſion to.them that are n'wantsy 
' have no heart 40 give or. lend to needy'ones' $1 
they have no true grace in'them. Yerſe 9.5 Hera 
bath diſperſed, be hath given ro the paor, bic yigh*] 
reonſneſs endereth for.cver. * Men: may talk, and! 
pray, and ſeeni-to be-eminent Chriſtians and you. 
fels love. to God and-their neighbours, 
all the while be deceived; and have not a 5ot of 
grace -in them; while their hearts: afe « 
their. hands ſhut to their- poor Brethren. ' Revo 
member the young, man in the Goſpel, and. ear 
thine own eltare if thy- heart be glued: to thy 
tONs ! > How. divelleth the Love of - God: 1» 
him! 1 fob. 3. 19. He loves hot God, and God: 
loves nor. him ;' that ſhuts up the bowels of his! 
- compaſſion-from his poor and afflicted Brorhen.:! 
Thar 5 pure Religion, and wndefiled before God, tw; 
- the. fatherleſs and widows ”m) their afflith $i 


4 and. fo keep himſelf wnſpotted from the world, Jaus.: | 


- 2:37. Shew me thy. [aith by thy works. Jam. 2.28. 
Religion . (faith one) 57 + not cy confemplative, ; 
burthe grearf par of -it likg the Marhenrarecls's 
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| Bityains, bow will they ſtand for « peiiny 1-5 ou 
"Charity, him Pate? T-bow: bed is ens 

br there bands! f this be Relight hi 
rd Keep me from-ſuch Religoit.”) \ This- begets; . 
y inthe men of the world-againſt Religic 
pore the waits''of God :- But wor to that man 
whom offthce; rome ; it had been better: for \ hin 
' that # milffone were hanged'abomt his neck'; und - 
F ry "be were drows'd in t: thidf of the S os, Mat.” 
48.6; 5: 
1 Fourthly, Acts of Chatiry purely dorie will 
Evidence ybur right to' glory;2at.25.34,3 5:36: 
Come Je bleſſed if my Father inherit the Kingdonp 
epared for .yout from the ea yo nts of the 'world z 
'F was w/w hoy? me. meat; 1 was 
War and; je g ave CT. z\® was a ftr 
a 71 | ye clogrhed me 5 'T 


tome.” S Koa: that grear uy 
will not be after nond profeſſion, 

"bd Yoties'6f Worſhip, but” after prop ap hwjge- fruits of 
*&heir fairh and love as evidencial, not cope of 
| to glory, Here's heli ont (fir one) 

j: cane of their ſalt.ation, but the f 

67 _ bro. that (Ts Ne.” ON 
[ang is:0 way (© ricance;# 
(Come inherit the King, _ ):aad prepared. fof 

p *as" a/portion for children, nor /purc 


"chem as -1f 10/110 of their works: : 
PORE VS ry WTO 5, -f: ATI 


on. cauſa luthsy d Tunes; S Te Stintoijjunt ; 
: OE "7 ch ft (c ) Opera que, C 
Wy free 0 hom ſim; af; v1 A 
Jaw; £3 fines efus vide, eterng.: : EIRM 
Ff's by 
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x, 


a. 


Wor ferve mens 


Have judgment 


The PX at; ke words will wor! beſos. 

ele ed "derntoniftrare "his Jove: rhen 4 row 
tth (to: ſay they Joved Saines, 
nat ena Focycnrgy to-all,jyea rhe: leatt-of 

oved\ by aQts of love, and conmmu- 

nine al their -neceſſiries ; and thar\ not 
e ſinall pirrahice of their abundance, which 
| Valid notbuttt maſt be-ſath portions and - 
-of rdief, which' their neceffiries 'catl for ; 


\ i Fa ﬀe carhing,owning,comforting, 
ne ne Houſes, ard-whatever help 
-#nd A den Aly" 


capable: to \expreſs, and'this'/as'rea- 

ded "to them -as -'they 

egy ory hy them'ourto themſelves: and' theirs, 
Fodor 0. Charity :\ Thos ſhuts lowe 
- ap thy felf, br. 22; 39.” The 
qolir_ avi whatever"'elfe' tnay*'he 
reed, ' witi'finally” and cerrnathy' caſt ſouls 
hat Tat and rhore=r 4 day, Mt.'25'' 4. ire 
Gr "Do not deceive thy ſoul with 
of glory ; not one ebony will for bow a 


ind Qiftrefſed 'Saints:- For the fbidl 
wiebour mercy, ' that hath | fheijed 
bo ker &y, Jari. 2.13, There isno:room for youtin 


WARS pour + F 


Divine bowels, if you ſhur-vp your own bowels 


them that arc-in miſery. See in that Pa- 


_ Table, Mar. IS. 33, 34935: The: dreadful end. of 


-ioſe who are any way, .cruel.to..cheir fellow- 
- ſervarits, having <hemſelves taſted che-mercy 
,pf-rhcir *Lord. The liberal diſtribbtions of Ces 

© eltates 


- 


there is whard heart, and'cloſe hantls £o- 


<—-> 


\\# fbe beſt Trinds:* 447 
eſtates:to the poor, is the-oftcly way... tp - make 
them.truly ſerviceable.ed yourfouls,: Ween wn 
beeames; the occaſion; of your, recepti 
ring  babica rout . Lathe oy 
your ſelves friends of the Mammoy « nrighte 
neſs, t hut when-ye fail they may receive; you < 
:everlaſts clnls7 drone (4: ):;The. niammiontor 
riches. "this world, -is called.the riches. of 8+ 
righteouſnels, becauſe . they:;are unrighreouſly: 
gatten,/.;or -orighreoufly kept,” £0 |rhe: detri- 
ment. of.thafe tharneed them ;--or-unrightcounF 
ly, ſpent:to the hurt of thoſe. that have: 
bur-che way to change their, natune;and ryxnake 
them profitable, is to lay them-ovr-to the poor, 
who will-teceive you, or witneſs for. you in that 
day, to prove the truth of your love, by which 
you fhall-be received intoglory. : | 
-\ Fifthly,.. They- are: may (ure way ec to 'blefling, 
here, Luke 6.38. | Give," and'it ſhall be given'to 
J9%,.. good meaſure preſſed down, and en toge- 
e running over, fhall-men give into your bo- 
ſors for: with he fame meaſure xs * 8 mmore- with- 
_ all, ut:ſbak be. meaſured to. jon agatt : . Incimatjng, 
that; giving'to the. poor, is. = lending! td/ the 
Locks as hath been ſhewed, and it ſhall-be fre 
ty repaid in this life, either! in kind, 'or in value, 
in. ſuch things as they need z yea oft-rimes .in. 
the ame coin, and tthat'to ſufficient requital, 
\_uan meaſure amplified -by. three metaphors, 
ſhaken together, and Nanning-wver 3 


(7 "d) d] Opus boc receptionis 12 eterwa Lrrduls Toru Dei 
3 , eribugtur autem pauperibus quia ipſt ſententigm Chri- - 
s de falvatuune piorum wegyeroy approbabuny, & 
beneficentiee que. fides _ eſt tejtes erunt. Gal. y 

3 "that 
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$1 . Thb Heavenly Trale 
eliaevis (Gith"(e) Scxbdew) God will fi BleC) 

_  thiiny'thar. they: ſhatbbe ſenſible They ar ſofi 
yea! NE 6. Dent.) 05 ."$0311T; 
Alafit0.- 47; I2. Prov. 1T\24. fab 
Re wh of Obiny, 70b\29. 12135 
of preat\proſperity-in. the world, av16;071 
and though! for the tryal: of his fairh he was 
« fitipt of all for-a:ſcaſbn; : yer did the Lord iafter 
all rurn his water:into Wine, chap. 42:00.) Rehab 
the ſpices, and ſaved her {elf and: fas 

mily-:from raine: by-ir :- The Shwneaice, the 
Widow of Z arepbath: ' by laying onraRts>of 
' to: thei:Prog ; "Tibering the ſecond 
' was 8 perſonrofigreat iberality to-:theipoor:; 'tis 
4-0 ren thr; <llntdever Taſfbinuetls predes 
ceflSur had. 'contratodby covetouſneſs iToberins 
freely diſtributed! coxbe. poor: And: -when-iS0» 
phia, Faſtine's Widow, reproved him'forihis exr 
ceſs'of Charity, -hexveplics, (£ ) £ miſt in» the 
Lord thjt- our x Puente. ſhall never want" money, 
white-the poar. are maintained out of it. Neither 

- didhis--expectations fail4/ for as:the fame Au« 
thor: reports, he found a vaſt treaſure inchis:Pa- 
Jace; hidden under the pavement, «.which:could 
ſcarce be'empried for;divers daies:: Thus Gad 
blefled tis bounrifil-band. -'Mr. Gouge, | in his 
Sareft and Saſeſt Way of Thriving (a bagk worth 
your getting, and/towhich I refer: you): gives 
many. modern inſtances of thus: great” truth;;:T 


—— Lada 


wy ” 6 SOTO STS Ss - 


C Iy Ts illis bieefatiarms ut ſenſuri fint _ 
raras,: (.g) Confido in on a ſas, ke Sar 
f co x po gu iro eaty Eeewefnan mnde ac 7a 
funt, enim 18 theſaurus in ko Dowutinus 6.x 
PID. 6, 10. Theatr, Hifor, Theoret. reorgale of | 
| ſhall 


i 6364 Up Bade: 


43 
ſhall: for their'Gkes- who. have not © -the 
mention ':this --one, coricerning} the | Pius?) 
imitable, reſolution '&f "Mr. Fobn Walter,” | 
of}, \Landon, who ne Re ok 


maintain his-C what further" elk 
makin is Cage -him -with, - to- bee | 
fame on 'charitable uſes; after whi 


y . 
found his eſtate wonderfully en Avon - 
thy: = to ſuch--as Wye ng Yedfa 
ably u to put bounds: to! their firs 
ther p * 20d rae their furpluſ age” 70 
the e of Chriſt, and refreſhments his 
Saints; a courſe men: will one day d"mniore 
painful 5, > ke pre fo and = -4 
s\ + aith Chryſo 

rich. min fo mich, gg of nr. oor his barn, 
7 's ſcore fr fatakf and needy, al thereby ty | 

| Pp up treaſures in Heaven. ' Gregory the'Great 

| s:{oYevoted ro Charity, that-all- what he 

had ſeem'd'ty'be the common granary of the 

Ghimelt _ ſaid endl. yo, , he was the blind 
mays reyes, the % the naked- man's « 
go] he was a man: ID Charity, 
Fox, the Author'of the Air and' Mons 
ment s, + to give to any that asked 
for Jcſus ſake. Auguſtine ſold- che Ornaments 
of the Church to relieve the poor. ' And'Bazil 
in- a time of great famine ſold his Land,” and 
other goods to  maintain- the-poor. A Duke 
Þeing asked by ſome. Ambaſſadors wherher-he 
could: fhew them os ————— _ 

Ir many*poor 

'Ing'them- £0 Yhie Ainbat Fe Gay eg 
Dogs I: daily. keep, and with which 1 es to 
fe f Ff 4 hunt 


gixe Ls a lk 
FOONLAGTMENts, da «nd 


(@.yo8,, 2 oc 

F,a while: tg 

A toger cymmodities for, your Gountrey; 

nr into it as 6 was to Syria, tO. pro-. 

or ea brnMonſfs and Em. LOLreturn into 

Epanereys ; 2 38 3. This 43, por aver Feſt; 
Gr 
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& che wg Trawe, 


aud; "26 Dep EE 
wi og [65008 


Hit Rat le _ # 


g/d be, rid of 


pe at? es 


arches for He > 4 


ane that. was pear the prize. Hope puts 
and-a rity bed the. i «Ha 
and es it reſtleſs I upoe cal 


Hiniug virioneeore animno, Alapide, | /+ 
Oh, ET ITN he fs | "ill - [> 


b\ hh Fit and quiet * waiting for the e. fruition of is 


, [4 
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till ir enjoy! him. , :This' argument” the, Ap 

mov the Hebrews in their race. eg —_ 

f Hb. a 1. Seeing, "iy #64558 
AT, 


3s ſet befare 
inthe ſufe Nr hd 
mer Cha Se rari if great $66 eg fultain'd 
f great loſſes, underwent ſuch cruel: deaths: in 
chaſe of this eternak, Crown; and not one-:of 
; them miſcarciedalf gat ſafe ta. glory, through 
their many fears and deaths, And ſeeing all that 
= this true - qo ONE well; and 
e'pr . to-us;. Cynap, IL, 0, 
ys mnca\ provi ed fotne better thin /*-a ite 
ter. ptiviledges, berter promiles,) Let's pluck 
up our ſpirits, and-at jt again; and If' no. yi 
comfort or Evidence meet us in our way; one 
us hold 0n_with patience till we — to,.t 
end of our TACE,- | 738) 
- ' Hopes of \gl 'glo ory do alſo guard the ſou | 
diſcouragetnenrs and difficulties, 1 Theſ. 5,1 
PatFing. on the briaft-plate of Faith 3 and. Rn 
belmtt, the hope of Salvation. Hope arms head 
nbd heart, -ahd keeps off the vehom'd. darts of 
Satan from Ling the foul ; while \well- 
grounded. hope; of a blefled end j js. kept dp,/frat 
prevails, and the Believer. is kept from bring 
Overcome :'.x 7oh. 5.4. This is the vitey, that 
overcometh the World, even onr Faith. yy 
. Hope of glory. maintains a « pitiene 


A 
. 


Rom, | . 


4th Bf Trade,” __$ 


'Rltp. B: 25." If wer hope for that we ef chi 
4g "Wi hore, = for gin be - is no 

me Impatience — in- 
fence Te Chriſtian's heart, diſtourag ropes it; 


179 fi wor. yp jon H 
ard ry. Perla wait Lf nts Kg 

pry [whit endow Hope'ſech W% 

| ſettles, and ſtays 7s the hearr ; Ailing it 

fears; 1tart Its ytgerd arid ſtren nn 


bonfiderit tion of 'g torn! 
Noms'Inro the higheſt cer aA at how 7 kind of 


knowledg.” I'7oh,3.2. Bat we . (ew that whi 
bet; Wo Pac b- be like him ; for we' 
2 af be*is..\ Well-grounded 

ope In a Chriſtian's life, doth LE rn ina 
ripniphing confidence ar his dedrh *'7 ſhall foie 
(Baid'a precious -(eryanr of God: on Lu dearh- 
Bed;) F/ball ſee bins as he is, and alt #he fair con> 
hwy with bim,” and ſhall bave my large JÞ TJhave : it 
37 10" eaſ) rhing to be 4 Chriſtiaf z ' butt, as for mY 
PF have got "the viftory, and'\Chriſft is Tolding forth 
his arms to embrace me; I have had my fears 
Hud faihtihyt as another ſinful man, to be carried 
thr ngh creditably, but as ſure ai tver he ſpake'to 
we.im bis word; his" ſpirit wineſed's ro 'mey hear, 

ihg, ftar not; he had accepted ings, 

Part out-Fate \ ould | not be matter of prayer, 
bur "of praiſe ; - [Mr. Ratherford's laſt. words. 
And alittle before his death, after ſome faint- 
inz2;he ſaid, Now / feel, 1 believe, I enjoy, T Ye 
ayer, i/ fred on Manna, / have Angels food ; wy 
exes ſhall ſee'my Redeemer. ,O what rich cheer 
hope of glory find'on'a' death-bed'! What / 
mys 38'that *T fer'? (faid Mr, Zobu Holland 


the 
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01 EA World, meleprhe He 


IHES ATE. 
to pj T a + thigs ph 
Fm. 5. 3, And rejoyee in hope of th e.gl 


Rom. 12. I. Rejoycing in hope, patient yy tri- 
balation : It abt the ſoul s Py 6): 
a Ship ET) ſai}, that ; 
whereas the dbubciog Saint, pow heav] 
when winds and waves bear aga dA bim, 
-nnwheeTt'd of Faith and. Hop 
Heayen pets. hover. 0 bes of. is er 
aut of -rhe cater, w 
plain, and bis pillige EVIL leaſant; .* 
bri my their hopes , of Heaven, makes 
+-them fo LY aforrable in op pallage throngh 
the World. bg 
laſtly, Well-grounded hopes of Heaven baze 
- a great influetice towards: preparation fot;.1t, 
while it hath an advantage .to- further his, holi- 


My 


is rough ſe 


" nels. I fob, 3: 3+ And every mas that hath this 
[Sep in him pre lnſl 


as bt is pure. "FH 


v3 the'beft Trade: 
-rhe Apoſtte'ſpeaks of the' faith of God's + 
which is) afrey odfincs, 577r-"£.1\, "25 2 Furs 
binary s, s this hope-up 


$6; # 


\ ia ſoul to otmoſt micaſares ren 
Bras, Tis Sees ug that ye look; for furh 't a 
a har Jo may be found of hin in phate 
es and blameleſs. Beaey 6'® pleas of 


| Kolineſs z*no- unclean” t 
thee | which 'the oye Cone "a 
thi "(dul's Tight to'' it, "purs's 

his holineſs, ke may SS 


em 0 © then "lay fr of! * 
Which "have fact precious jp, FI 
By 


" Que . But wht are Hhiſe fur 


OT. | . ps 


_ | Pirt Sure" "LI of _ which" witt 
Ibtorfil of glory, are "Ifſaed on; of n faving - 
* aijiof with the*Lord Jeſbs,” the 'Lord of 
Col. Tt. 27, To whons ie 


 #s the'iches of | rhe glory of 'thix' my 7D) 
we | i of 


the Gentiles; which 3s Chroſt in? 


.'C is oo Jobs and dw | 
is ſpiric;/ is rhis glorious: rreafure 1; cen, 
I the fortner part-of the verſe, Here ate 
qfnchrs to etdear the rae) Jeſus to He 


; Urers. v\ 


"4 . : "TY - « *% ao #. 14 # &7 - * 
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Firſt, 


The:\Hezvenly.Traxle 
\ That in their union with him-chey are 
withy and unſcarchable ovary} 
he Kane g that glorious and hidden'r 
ened in t Goſpel, and made over'to.'t rr 
iy. ir reception. of him ibto their hearrsiby 
ith; part of | which, creaſare they” one in 
hand in their preſent union and communion with 
4 and the bleſſed fruits and conſequents: of 
© —Scoatty, Another thing: that renders Chrif 
precious to Believers, [is, that | in thei union 
with him is' laid the foundation of their right 
to, arid evidence of their hope of ghoty ; [24+ 
'Fettus e in illis eatenys habent ſorw.g lorie. Dare 
and aflurance of their fature and, Corn enjoy= 
memo Hu all his treaſtre laid” up in 
There's no other way to have' a rg 
, but by union with Grin, who h : 
Ire afed. glory . onely\for thoſe that are is, 
and'baye this ſpiritual union-with him. © Hen 
Is that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called a' f; wor 
| hope, Fobn 17. 27, to 27. Heb. 7. 19.” For "the 
mae. noth " et, but the bringing in of 
which we, draw near to God: 
Jeſus in his Prieſtly Office, of 
eremonial- AA. 008 a foreruntier, 
in a ground, of hope 4 openi 
Ne he mg d glory.:. All ri uy 
through him who. is, the Lord of | 
© hath the diſpoſal. of it t@/ 
B , lleales, 'Zobr 17. 2, gle def 
3 1 yen hiny to be his; ro e 
= Enea wr 7ohn 10. 28, « They tha 
ie lon: with Chriſt cannor periſh, being 


\. 


«Þ+ 


_ ro 
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members of his, body, fleſh add banes ; Nadia 
ſaph,;;that hath; received. Chriſt -here, 'miſs. of 

= 7 hereafter, then would amember of Chriſt 

h,and his bedy in Heayen be: maimed and 

.-Which-cannot be, his: Cherch þ 

lar cls. of, hjiax-who filleth,all.j in-all, Eph: 


hats And.Chriſt hath. paſt his word for is they 


por periſh, 7obs 20. 28. Not one of them. 
is loſt who are truly in Chriſt, ob» 27.20. They 


are his ſervancs, and ſhall, be. where leis; Zabm 
As ah His Spouſe, which ſhall -he-'ever;winh 
bim. Try then your union with. Chriſt; {Haye 
you: received him .into your - hearts -by, faith 
Are. you, oc; Spirit with. bim,. having che ſame: 
| that.was.in Chriſt Jeſus? you world 
holga bao oly nothing {horx.,of come 
oneneſs, with , Chriſt can content you't.-In- 

- You, have. carnal defires within the bor- 
lexs of ;your ſouls, .that crave for ſatisfadtiong 
ad ſometimes will have it whether you will or, 
rp.z3-bot, there is another Law. in your; mind 
warring. againſt this Law- in your members, that | 
canpot reſt till you. arrive more to-his:li 
who. is. your life, righteouſneſs. and. glory. "Are 
implanted: into Chriſt's death and;;reſurre+ 
= drought into ſome conformity. ro hin? 
do, you live opon him as-the branch | 
Ment for all. yqur grace and ſupply, and BY 

upon him as the ſtone upon. the foundatign, ;for 
k ſupport.in grace. Pp lory, as your onely 
; Righteouſhe hen are your hopes 

on ſure ſpeeding hopes...) ++ 1 «+ x 
+ Secondly, Truth of grace +4 VE, your! 


ok ery, 1c being the earneſt, feal, and firſt 
* I - ſrvits 


pry The Heavenly Trade 
fruirs of f glory. 2 Cor, 1, 22. Who hath alfo ſeals 
od. is, and ' given the earneſt arneſt of the ly ou 
birarrs ' Grace is'God's ſeal for __ on 
greater ſeciitity can chere he? 'Tis ne is abneſ 
which/is never takefiaway,'as a1 


vi bur-ſecares the Taba yea 


pay t Grace is ther of God 
IG ua, try 9.. and ſecures: The 
z al Ap ſtacy, throongh its 


Dn I th $i Fpir ang in-him, Rows.S.x x: 


SI - your erurh of grace (though never {6 
+ _weik)and bite prove your title ro.glory 1 
Doth wk net to the fulneſs of 
eriyation thence, 


et to ever 
—_— fant 


Sie in fig meaſures ſhort of jon, 
defies and > 4 Bb after more 
Lak (= he r Pet, 2, 3. Hath' your CE 
pare a! Itimate deſig 7 or Djvine.Glo 
ooh In'ey Dil 1.20,4T. chat Chr 
ET 79 #3. 30. and felf anniiſ- 
red Þ then is 'yopr race ory grace, and will 


bs time” tori to glory; 

"Thirdly; Tour mmortihagh'ro the world 
wilt be'# goodproof of your title to Heaven. 
The. heirs of Glory are choſey out. of the our 
fre nor ofthe world, hn x 
ſom the ca ; Rev. K Ze  egfny have noc re 

cery 
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--#3he beſt Ty ads. 
ceived the” it of this world, but the $pir 
ritat is'oP G PLC 
it; Gal. 6. 14. "Jead ro the 4efires, p | 
interefts of this world; Col.” 3.1; 2. 
have-no ſayour or delight” in things; 


theſe preat in your eye, ainiable to » oe $i 

ons, 'attrattive your deſires prevaſent on 

your! wilts; beyond the tliings of Heaven het 
kdpes of Heaven nnwarrantab | 


" 


; for. Heaven! if rh 
* lively hopes 1 Pet, I. 3. 
hath oifen" ns again to'a live! þ hope, þ Uh re 


nyor 'of Chr from. the” Hopes _ 

put Hfe- r affections -( ; Sand is 

| <_ Bs vigorous IE he way 
' 


lovy, 'F, ber 2. 10; ho awe 
make ks 56s cur? ih the way pr and 
tyou on all marmer:of Holy converfatton 'Pual's | 
exfor Heaven pit hol outs LEY 


£00) "the w or 
proactiingirs hied | ns Sindhi 5 ire 
r6-You 4; this beſpezks. tmſonad: atic pes 
ad Cjh , v þ 
CE ATA: Eres 
'vs wy 
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4 The Heavenly Trade 
Frlomes, vhich will at laſt deceive. you : Bot 
ſure hopes for /Heaven are back'd with; ſuitable 


-labours for.Heaven. --. | ..- 7 
- Fiſthly, If your hopes! be right for Heaven, 
hen will your conyerfation be in|Heayen, Phil. 
3:20, But our converſation is in Heaven, whence 
alſo, we doak for the Saviour, the Lord feſus Chriſt, 
who ſtall change  onr. vile bodies, that it may be 
faſhioned. like, to bis glorious body, You will be ta- 
ken up,abqur heavenly, things; and. driving. on 
heavenly concerns: You will be. maintaining eo- 
tercourſe,in Heayen, .and keeping up-yoyr. con- 
verſes ,with God; .. you will be, often, taking 
"Umeth 0 Heaven..in your, contemplations 
and, deſires; your buſineſs will be much in.Hea- 

| ven, and your occaſions thither frequent;though 
you live on;Earth,yet you.will converſe-in Hea- 
ven. As Dr. Preſton, ſaid when he was:near 
_ © death, 4 ſhall but chavge my place, -net my-comp- 
Py. O:try your hopes for: Heaven; by.;your 
converſation, . if. that . be engaged about the 
things of Heaven now;,. if your, work-be.;in 
;Heayen, your reſt ſball be in Heaven alla. TOs, 
, Sixthly, :If your. hopes for. Heaven be-ri 


you nall-wilugly undergo whartoencr ſur 


"Me thar, is. ſure of reaching home ar-laſt, will } 

Fenrure through any, dangers - in. his-way, .O } 

what hazards will men.run throvgh 10 'ge-an | 

_ eapthly.Crown ! no difficulties will; diſcourage 
them; how mych more, will hopes for;Heaven 


ary Fouls through the Red Sea . of) affliftians 
and. bloady.ſufterings. they may meet with:be- 
-$orethey-come to it! Att; 20,24. chaps ak+13. 

| : Ra '--:-...@ 
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s, and dangers lye_in-your--way-to. Heayen. W 
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= /cantior ;cohſent t6 drink of the” 
[drinks” of," 'and ' which the” Farher* fil 
grein him to drink,” and to ſubmit ro the”oyus 
mn "lofſes, ſhame; tryals and ortnehts, 
thfulteſs to God may bring-him to, 
mtr again, arid take 'up other" conelu- 
fions about his firure'ſtate ; eaſier terms: can- 
not be:pranted : ' Whoſorver he' be of) you that for. + 
ſuk#th wot all chat he harh, he cannot ©be "my dif 
cple.” Lake't " He that, will come" after me, 
naſa amb, hf, Ih up bis Croſs,” ate follow 
6. e muſt through much t0;bu- 
he gr eviter into Fu K ingdam of God. AQR14,22% 
If we- Joffe with/ him, we ral reigh with him, | 
2 Tim; 2.12, L 
Secondl "Lay u deſires for lo | mot 
fri ie. of 7 ap but forgtory, n= 
chitigfelſe can ſarisfic zut glory; which nothinge 
| ſhorciof'/whole' God can content.>!!Moltf fouls: * 
inthis life fimit' their deſires, and take up their 
wiſhes 'too ſhort of true bleſſedneſF'; "My" ſoul 
thirfteth for God (faith God) but it was only for 
-—_ ſome bf ts of his power: and glory, as he. had ſeen 
is' Santtuary, Plal. 63.'1, 3. Some looks 


S Woah: the Jartke.. ſome embraces of Chriſt. 
y inthe arms of: falth, pleafed- the 'Spouſe; and: 
F doth ſatisfie moft ſold here: Alas, how few 
are the deſires of gracious ſouls; which: a little 
of God 'will nor: content! -' One defires-grace, 
another peace; ſome are for quickenings+and' 
_ comforrs; others for-enlighrenings; ' for higher 
meaſbres of knowledge, for ſome ſights of God: 
through glaſs ;' but. how. few breathings'ate 


there, to fee ias we are ſeen, to knoW as we are 
4 2I&S1 Gg 2 known? . 


456 The Heavenly Trade 
known?-1 Con. 13. £2. And: indeed Dedrangy 
that Heaven-born fouls, that heirs of glbry; a 
ſellow-gitizens'of Heayen, (ſhould bave no:tmofre 
longings: after their own home ,- ad /'nocatheſy 
for ſfotrie firſt-froirs, bot: che full ripe febits''bF 

cheir- own: Countrey. + David bad Gmecimes 
wotkinga 8fter this, not: only for Gbd'ts came 
< to: him/ hue for bimſelf ov - to God z wher) his 
beart| gakes « leap from the" path. of. life," thts 
the preſence of God,” where 18 fulnefs'af Joy, 
and pleaſures for evermore, Pfal. 16. ix.” Thar 
wilt ſhew-me the path of life : in thy preſence 5s 
fulneſ5-of joy, at thy right hand 4; ven for 
 exemwancy; From-the beholding of his' face (in 

__ here, he longs for the ſativfyitig 

ons.of God in glory,' Þ/al. 17.15. As for ve, 
I will behold thy fact, un righteanſneſs ; 1" frail be 
fatisfed: when 1 awake with thy Tikeneſ3. Pant 
alſo ondlcr.the higheft eojoyments of God/here, 
had his -vaſarighed Tongings to be. with him as 
beſd of all, Phzl. I, 23. and in refpe&t of which 
he counts his greateft intimacy with - Chriſt in 
the body, to be a kind of abſence.” 2 Cor. 5. 6; 
Khiwing that whites we are at hame in 1he body, 
we are atſent from the Lord. Do not tertninare 
your deſires'upon any thing that: can ſatisfie yon 
on this fide glory.: Ger' ſich deſires raifed,. 
which -cannoc be anfiered till you come ro 
Heaven, with ſuch kind of breathings as theſ; 
Q when ſhall I come to that bleſſed ftate, ro kyow. 
ar Þ am knawn ; to bave every corner of . my. bears 
filed with the immedzate emanetions of his glatoons 
julneſs !' © when will rhat time, or Yathex evernivy 
come, when $- ſpall be: ſatisfied with Jing. ” 
: OBS dads that 


is the beft The . -. oh 
that bloſſed ſate*whith 5s every {uy the Anyili 
wonder, and the 'Saihts Joy. M4 W” 
OE Ub pots, all aoty and defilt. Whiler the 
i wy Father's howſe; and tht bowls br 
the Altar, as of which Lord 6 TY 
fe be and. fot toms.” Now T 
e Dr on} lie, while 4 | 
Fab foe for mt: Here 1 feell o Bs 
_ and oft-tiaves #de the rf Fu eel; 
all the while thtre"1 bread you i). on 
ther s hoſe, and my Brethren fare bel 
the King's Table. O when ſhall my wy 'be 
that 1, ney be gone ! " Wher TA the £1 fe 
cleanſing bt given me; and the ddies fm 
fieation be accompliſhed,” that my thih es 


ro bone crtptr Ae. ng 4 Whith fall the 
Np Br. 


en 


Larments, t ial ornaments, the 
the Ring, the Royal Veſtments 'be rehgled 
with coſt Zewels, be given me, wh | Ford moſt 
welome mefſuge, Aviſe Fro Dove, my 
Fair Ont,” and cone &wvhy 1 Lay ap Tuch kind 
of ' breathings after the” Mountains" of Spices, 
the'Everhaſting Hills, th6 Rivers of Ple#fares 
the: Bride-chamber of Glory , Where" you th hal 


ie World 's| got * with a hoty 
bs irs eructty with' incredible het. | 

| Thirdly, Y..2 up all the Treaſures you can 
: Though the” Telf portion of 
a Nt is'f ils 5 oe Rik the higheſf mezſures of 
(8&3 Glory, Glory dwellech in Enmarnues Land, 
Rittherfork | words. | | 

5  Gg3 plory 
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glory. are deſirable, . bec becanſe /in! it" there! is ithe- 
| greateſtconformity to God, ''x Fab.3: 2 :Zaky 
- IT,'19>: od Dan. 12,3; and the. fulleſtien- 
ment, q The Lord-Jeſusdoth'propoſe 
degrees of am for the encquragement of his 
ople. to. greater improvements of grace'y.:and: 
.ther th higheſt degrees of glory; are de- * 
irable': 'O'ger 'as mych. as. you can hereto 
gain y oy mn Heaven, 


Eterniry. | 
Wt -2 have {a AIELS to, \"pemen 
e more, grace- -you-.imprave 
now, Oe will be Four: glory 5 he. that 
ed" ten-pounds, .had ren\Citjes: - Grace is 
| oh oy rding to its meaſure- wilt be-the 
harveſt: . What 4 may ſows, that | ſhall-he reap, 
Gal. 6..7;" The leſs ſeed is ſown, the Jeſs, cop 
will Foal be.; and: the: more ſeed, the'la 
| encreaſe,. Cor. 3.9., . Glory (is a; Crown: of 
Righteouſeſs, proportiongd to the -urmoſt. im- 
royements pf- Grace. /'; The 'more work: you: 
0 for. God, the greater will be your wages of 
grate inglory, x Pet.'5, 2,4. 2 Cor. 5; IQ. That 
po4d 4 ſponld repeive, Weerding to- Whae's is done 
1 152 5 ( 
he .MOfe: yon ly out, for. God, the more 
_ You,T ceive from! him, 2 Cer. 9. G yy 
wil EF72AL Y repay -If,, '/.. 
he.greater your ſufferings | are: for. Go 
greater -will your ' rejoygings be wi (2 
cyt at ſow 1n teavs- all reap n joy; 7 Nh: 
Look Whar a B6 ion FOOTE | is "AP the 


-_ — 
P21 


Is 4 Trade. 459 


Seed-time and Harveſt, far greater-ischere be- 
eweer the- Saints - ſufferings, ſorrows; and-tri-.. 
umphing' Joy: Their *forrow / lies withiv the 
/of a ſhort night, their joy 'begins: with: 
es which hath/no evening to” fallow! 
ty Pſa530.'5; Their ears will ſcarcely: fille; 
bes Þurt- their pleaſures are ſo vaſt: a-Oxeanz-. 
as'that: they: cannot"be received, but Tnpf6 ber” 
entred' into, Mat 250 2x. Our bghe 4fflithion; - 
which is but'for a moment, iworksth: for us i4 far 
more exceeding and. eterpal weight of glary,\z' Cor: 
17. Yea the preſent ocnfolariins! of {the ; 
Lites aftigines abound: in' their ſufferings ;\ The 
ringing \of my chains hath been ſweet LL 
ears, (fad Guy de Bres z;) all my former- aiſeonrſes | 
were but"ns" 4 blind man's of tolokre, in reſpett of 
mj preſent "feeling : O what a'precions -comporter _ 
av! qo Omg ! How unſpeakable then'are- 
rejoycings, when-all tears-ſhall: be: wiped 
off; when ſorrow arid- mourning: ſhall: fly wales 
Mat.:52 To, II, 12. , 
The more your loſſes are for Chriſt.on air | 
the greater - will be-your gain in Heaven, Heb. 
10.3 jade þ-1 9 the ſpoiling- of Jour. 
goods, knowing in your Jelves that you have'in Hea- 
veu 4 better and an enduring ſuhſtance; Men..can - - 
never-bring their ' goods: to. a better Markes, 
than-to-haveithem Food 'd/for the ſake. of.Ghriſt-: 
your goods you loſe. for-Chriſt are. capable of 
being"ſpoiFd-; your-goods''you' ſhall-regeive:ig_ 
Heavenare-above all injury ;- the. ONES A 
zot: old,-much+leſs the treaſure ; time-wall apar 
Yaur beſt intereſts here3/iAlas; what. is) aclinle- 
old goody mathaguen: HaEments, ray: Giver 
S&H? .Gg Y ſu bje#t 
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ſubjeS;to-chenge 4 compered with that. ifub- 
NN denton is--n8, Long as- erervity, 
and w rextenſion is as large as -immendity. ? 
and-faghi:is-'God - in Chriſty the + Sams eternal 
Cane} Mat. 194% :: And (in thr orid: to 
: goees Lifts ctermal. Carnal reafon.j them 
the-greateſt; fools thax dare_to- be for 
7: their, (noneor whereas. divine, truth reckons 
-ſuch men, who-to-eſcape themitheg gan | 
-  kill:the body, durſt-excounter him: who:can 
dgmacberb ſoul-and body. in Hell, {44.10% a8. 
*-Atd to-lay.a: folndation.'of a few days faferty 
updn; theirnines of themſelves androthess: Hen 
- fangeroun:{laid Miri Gaoper). #8 their, aft ate, ho 
" I with the fa{lef manyiktquantyium 
ſit illad--propter quot. nos. reliquilti?. dow /peor 
ere thoſe: things (ach he) for which you have deſe 
#3? (Rbordes, the ' Saine;: lofſes.: far._.Ghoiſt 'are 
their grearift; gain, y bile-rhe-- things: they part 
with.ars bar-temporal ;;bat —_ 4bey: ghin, Ae 
Fcernal, 2 Cor. 4-18. -, 

Laſtly,: The mnore ſouls: Toa hols: 19. h_ 
the: more -treaſurg..you; prepare fop- Heaven ; 
"Dan. 1244. ;Tbey than b6; wiſe! (the margin:hath 
4t, they.thar: be .reechers ) ſbal: ſeine ag tbe 
ibrightiieſs of the. Ns and they that. twry 
- rang ba righteol/ w/e, 4s - the : Foot i per; and 
:8peri. Ag nothing, Gott; Avdeepercin- 
$04Hel; than £0 havexbe! we of 1buls, «pon 
4s begd;-and.ro Favow my: the pccafjaujiof: Gale 
pexiſhing, Fer. 2. 34- $9it wonderfplly-greazens 
*#-perſons own blefledneb in Heavens: tobe the 
+4neang. of getting, - others-: to; be»bitfied-.gl6 : 
+4 Theſe; 19, For MOFutf gr thapearin faps- or 


| are refit , Un crews. 
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74ye wot even you in thes 
F coer or Self uobns = 
$6" v0 or 


X enyy Cay <p porgurnt up preparat 
ry is@ great thihg oy prey doth Hea- 
yen make upon+ a Believer's Nate! wn rar | 
be "changed, 3 Cor. my Fr. from: 

T 


bona from o roles prey Gs 


. tmperfettion 

knowledg/y from Faixh/ to key from thpob- 
 Glgttoa ma : and what p 

dofuch # change-cal} for ?:\Whar if {ſhook 
farpriſe you; and-rake you in your-old clothes ? 
'risnot+ your daily; garments;'no not” your: beft. 
rayments ate: good-enough for:your 

. day'+ your attire? moſt be all-ner' when! 

_ lenmize your'eternal noptaals tothe! ' King of 
mage © whatamanner of. perſons ſhould you 
yeho look ifor-'nevr ! and: 4 new 
1-IF a Pani be not fi 'To' EarTy*'a 
love-roken to Chriſt's Spouſe: here; on earthy 
2:Cor. 2/161 Who '55 ſufficient 'far' theſe _ FA 
Who then are fir-roliein the Bri 
to-all eternity 2-Feiv rhink whiat- > change niuft 
be before the Saints can get to-Heaven': 12 Cor. 
_ 5. Fleſh and blood cannot: inhevet the! King- | 
fans of Heaven ; neither. doth 'carriiprion inhbexir 
gas. If fo much 1 work moſt! 
' be diſpatch'd before an Eft ber: eould! be fir for 
the embraces 'of” an earthly King, *Efth- 2.92. 
fix months for purifying -wirh oyl:of 
and: fix months Linh fweet''Odors, and with 
ether 'things'? Howe | much fanCtificition-wark- 
is.ncedful. ro meeten aſdul for:the immetiare” 


EnJoymene 


= Glo- 


hs. : -— LY E ' 
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are the moſt of fouls for ſuch a.change 2 O'Be- 


acute 
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enjoyment: of 'God-in glory? and how unready- 


lievers! haſten-about your. jons for Hea- 
ve; ſeeing you-have no fixation: on: earth+and 
know not: Gour:your: Lord. will come: In 
order:to which take theſe fix direRions.. 

o:Firſt;:Get your. hearts more-looſe from this 
world;z..mien that change places; knock 
up, and take abroad things/:rhey muſt carry. 
with-them-: : Your -hearts:\(Chriſtians); are''the 
payeges _—_— muſt take-with:you:to Hea- 
yen; .it:may- have ;gone-to' God :in'\du+ 
ties many ia -tme7 phy left: your hearts behind 
you ;: but you cannot go-to:God tin: glory; iex- 
our hearts:be with-you0oAnd! O' what a. 

work 1s' it to{ got} the ; heart :(apon 

hoice) looſe from every thing” below God! 
ſry pre bedone, there's'no ws. ry to'Hea- 
ven: Things faſtened to thefr d(they ay} 
camot:be: Temoved ;; how. them: can5rhat+ hearc 


gerto-glory; that" is nailed down to the world, 
andthings betow.- Be daily looſening your 
hearts from-theiworld,” eſtates, tif lands; - 
trades, friends; relations, and every -thing' be- 
low; for-you-may not! have-rime to: gerthemy 
off without. toſs; when death comes : you-muft 
leave them all thortly, and. you: know not how 
ſdon; to:go to-berter friends/and intereſts: theſe- 
have:been ſhares and ſpears. to. your: ſouls, 'and: 
have. given:you:many wound; 'and ſtill: hindet+ +. 
yourpeedingr t0' glory ; and why. ſhoyld:you; 
b&loth”-ro parti with then 2-O Chriftians-1:-if 
you. are-wilting to be with Chrilt, you:will give 
i OE to bc gone from: "Ou "Fam 
- |1'» $664 | InNg-> 
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bernactes, and to take their' leave of: tis gee 


Secondly, Preſs after more matority'in | 
es; the more ripe, the more fit/for gattier- 
ing, oel;3. 13. Tamar muſt tarry a Widow: till 
be- grain, Gen. 38.11. and your Tnarriage- 
yes muſt/be delayed'till you cometo\a fullage: 
Fhe Saints muſt” be as a: ſhock of 'corn- that” 
cometh inin irs feafon; Fob 5. 25.; Ripen'a pace 
in: your. graces, if you would get to glory: 
Ger:your faith; hope, patience, ahd:eyery grace 
encreaſed daily; "eſpecially your: love to God; - 
that's the grace ſhall abide in glory;'T Cor.:13.8, 
Faith and Hope are the ſoul's | helps,-and ' com- 
inthewayz bat Love will-be an-eter- 
nal mbabitant with you: 'Ger purer, deeper 
rooted, ftronger,' more'cnlarged”lbve to Jeſus 


| gEhriftevery day; till you be downrighe ſick for 


him:;'this will make your"life:a'death withonr 
His-preſence here, and your deathitobe- life 
inbeing with him for ever. *Twas love to-Chrift 
made 7 natins ſo dead to all things below, (a) 
dnddv longing'to-be with Chriſt ::*Tis ſtoried of 
him; that when he was dead, and his heart taken 
out;zthey ſaw the name-of Teſiis written.in-it-in 
letters of Gold :; The; more oye; ro: God, the | 
more fir-for: God: z 1for God'zs love,' (b). 

-2 (Thirdly, Ger and keep: the eciirnony of -a- 
good. conſrience; that may' witneſs for you in 
the::day: of: Chriſt :'7 when you 'die, you are 
co have a tria] for your life, your” inheritance, 
your”All ;-and - you had need have your | witr 

(a ) Vita Tins Chriſto "mors © s Tonar. Nel eſt in 
| WO BAT on Rs di . D: = Rub. ff © 
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'\nieſs firm, atd ready : Now'there arc two great 
witneſſes you will need in that day to-dear 
ritle ; the witnefs- of! Conſtiencey pod the 
-  $pifit: have. rhe one;on your fide, ahd you well 
. ior wait the, other... Get "your = b(Cicpers 
ſprinkled with the. blood of Chriſt wil Fe 
from dead works by tlic Spirit of Chri 
"Ir may' be able ro ; re for' you "in ther diy 
The 'Pood of. Chry put words” iſto W 
mouth of conſcience for _ to plcad the L-1 
neral iffne; abd the benefit of paraoamng grace 
wherein you have-betn tranſgreflors j & 
tied (conſtience will accufe. you that you ' have 
ſited ;-and ;beſprinkled [conſcience will pledd 


for you tliat you are. ned arid- 
remſbene-  reſtify r:.you that 'you are 
ed, and'that yoo hate-the evil you have 
Frome ind fore mtr | holineſs you have negl#Cted, 
O of what wonderfal ofe - will the teftimo- 
ny of 'a good conſtience'be when you ftand at 
the Bar of God ! Ger ir true: to you now, and 
HIRE v then. *\ 


ty, Maintain move conſtant with 
God: A aaity!” this will fir you fbr your (eremal 


: 20 felowſhip "wirh him. Converſerwith God'is be» 


-guh acquainrance'here z' and'in Hearen' is pert 
_ fet friendſhip, and- perpetual ' feHowſhip: --Ie 
wilt moch'fit you for Heaven hereafter; ro ro 'be- 
gin the*work of Heaver here; which 1its'm 
maintain'd intercourſe with hinn. Through 
gattery-walks with God, do rhe penny og © 
thi Prefence<Chamber, and fir down wittr = 
for ever! Communion with God-now," is: 
yen begun ; "men are fitteſt-for his preſetice in 


glory, 
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glory ,\»bo are rand, up I + his SOOgy 


'Fifihly, If you .yauld pr for. Heas en 
diſpazch y our work on i prepare: 1s 2 frat 
* ref, and reſt follows the finiſhing of labanr 

Bg-4:2 Rev. 4,.1.3« Pawl muſt end bis fight, 
courſe, and keep. the faith; before tie 
can pu qgrtacry the Crawn.: .2, Tix. 4. 7,8, In. the 
grave there's no wifdam, device, or work; this 

15:9 Our. voly time for labour. while, you are in 
the Vineyard.O baw much work is behind with 
moſ2: which will., make a departure terrible to 
an; d- cdnfeience.. | Haſte! about Lite 
work.z, you' have. (is, may. be) my 


| do.more, or cannot nai gs 5 
"Q haſten about this work, tha 
give up your account with, joy: There's fc 
veark ito lular doors to get carruþrions. 


erage your accounts Rated, cvi- 
re, ape Yom amips trimmed, Which maſk 
He attended with DET; Vigonrs I you. oa: 


Oaks finiſh pour: work. = 
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« /,gart: your, 1s > 
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aid haſtening to" the' coming of the 49 9 x lras, ; 
_ Net only be wairing fo ws. 4 change, bu 
ing ane it, asperſotis thar are: ready for . 'de- 
fired journiey" thinkthe' time my. ere they=go, 
pul. 5.8. Th of his, Charzor:ſo long a. 


5. 28. The Spirit and the ' Bride ſa-conte, 
' Rev::22; 123 With the Virgens go out to meer: roars ; 
Mart.'25.." If you knew the welcome that abideth 
for het 19 7ou come home, ye' would baften your 
_ pace Rutherf, ' The: more. ready 'you- arevfor 
_ the coming. of Chrift;' the: more will-you: long: 
for his appearance z andthe: niore grateful wi 
his approach be. - The uncertainty of char time 
when the Lord: Jeſus ſhall-appear, and | the yn: 
ſeaſonableneſs of that ſurpriſal-for preparations 
work, ſhould put Chriſtians 'on conrinual-readi-' 
neſs, leſt coming in an hour they: know; notiof, 
they be found unfit to enter in; and rhwiiwortbe 
thurz Mat. 2F. 19.” (O15 HOG 
0 how-dreadful will x udſtarriage be ar laſtt 
All-the hopes, labours and: comfore. of your life 


depen h/your final ſafery;” and happy*con- 
depend vpn uriday ::*Tis a 4 Harri 0a 
Gnifed,2nd dic a: fived fo . \O:liow-few-ina- 
ine the difficulcy of 'being' a Chriſtianindeed; 
d the infinite concern of ſecuring/an-immmortal 
4, and a ſure title to the: unſearchable-riches- 
te other. world! . O-the' folly: and ' niadnefs 
ff rationa]-creatures, to niakeievery thing-ſbre- 
but: falvarion,:.and-:to .{ "chin +rime'\and 
ſtrength:abour the. many.'things 'of-a-pe 
life; and lof& the: ether pes +: bn of peg | 
__ arvthar=caſteſt,' thine eye upon this; difeburſe; | 
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eſt intereſt; when thou comeſt to,take thy fire- 
wel of a vain deceitful wotld, and-ſeeſt all thy 
Lovers, for whom thay haſt ſleighted thy pre- 
cious ſoul, thy Soverign Lord, and Uying iRe- 
deemer, to prove miſerable comforters, not 
| able to affor op of balm, to heal, or cor- 

dial to chear rhy fainring \heart;-andaffrighted - 
conſcience : When thou ſeeſt pale death des 
liver thee a ſummons+to appear before the holy 
God, and to give an account of thy Steward- 
ſhip, when thou ſeeft the-Books opened, and 
ſuch a fearful charge againſt thy guilty. con- 
ſcience, which thon* canſkt not deny or anſwer; 
then wilt thou-find godlineſs-in the power ofirt; 
to. be the greateſt gain; and_would'ſt give: ten * 
thouſand worlds for ſuch an evidence as Hezec- 
kiah and Paul had, when withity view: of death 
and eternity... And is not Religion as AY 
concern, and ſhould be as grateful now,-and all 

thoſe great and important duties of piety which 
this Book Jajes before thee ; thought to. be as 
adviſable now, when time: and capacity may 


- , render them feaſible, as in a dying hour, when 


- defires and purpoſes may be too late?+ O do. 
\ *  not+content' thy treacherous: heart, to (calt a 
tranſient glance upon theſe lines, to approve 
or commend them, and after all to ſhake hands 
with-theſe vaſt and concerning Truths in them, 
and: live and die a ſtranger to this great» and 
heavenly.work ; but reſolve to ſet about ir pre+ 
ſently , to purſue it throughly, that when youp* -- 
Tratting-day is done, your enriching Eterpity 
may:begin, -and you receive that vaſt; Luftert: 
ence, thar-fadeth not away , -cternaF4n:. 
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the beſt: Trade , 'tis flrang hat ſo fem dv. ſet 
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2 Ceaſe from your own works _ " HOO - 
ake over your ſelves fo the Lord in an everlaſt+ 


ing Covenant \ | 113 
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Quer. # herein ltes this be avenly trade, and what & 
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Anſw. Thrre are ſeven things in which this heavenly 


. fradefies © 127 
+ To have and keep up 4 heavenly ſpirit © ' 128 
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x It ſees heqvenly things 136 
2 It- ſavonrs heavenly thing s X33 

:; DireRions to. keep up a heavenly ſpirit —_ 

I Beware of thoſe things that weaken it 134 
3 Things do greatly weaken a beavenly ſpirit , and 

. | What they are . | ibid. 10 140 


2 Dir. Ges all the nour;ſhyrnt you can 10 firevg- 


: then it 
3 Be\nuch in communion with the Father of Spirits 


| UAE <0 
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5 Hwa muth in the meditation of beaven- 244 
Be much exerciſed in heavenly graces 
2 Andther part of this beaven! trade 51 5"t0 fwh 
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" your intereſt in beavenly treaſures 147 
Queſt, How may I know that ravenly treaſures ar 
i | ON En wrek ber og 
| Atw, 1, By your communion with the briv of bras * 

Ven, ave you Maryied to Chriſt or no? Fr 
Que. #bat are thoſe Eyidentes that will aſwre tba 

Conjugal Union with Chrift ? | 
wy Five things prove Marriage to th Lens Jen 

us. 
T P:euliar acquiintance with Obriſ F, ſunk as no 
| ſfrranger hath, they know bjs ſeerets, apopet inti- 


mate converſe with bim \ '-256 


2 Con jug al love to Chriff _ »13C 
3 4 fout eſpouſed z0 Chrift, will leave al for hrif 


4 4 ſoul married to Chrift > ſays and lire on Chr 
SF rairfulneſs ro Chiift , proves Marriage to hw 
i I'6G 
2 Tour interefl in heavenly treaſure; ir kitews by the 
' naturalneſs and ſupremacy of Jour tive to them 
| 167 
3 By your care for," and purſuit of fin + 169 
; If heayenly treaſures by Yours , Jou'l find your 
ſpirits ſuited to them 170 
3. Another thing wherein this beavenly trade lies j #5, 
in gerting in of heavenly yools, and what wy, — 

© avid bow to be obtained e 
Que: How may 1 do to yet my ſoul farniſped wh 

"*Þeavenly goods ? ; 

Anſy, 1 Maintain 4 ſenſe of Jour imn wants. 4382 
| | 2 Geg 
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The. Table; 
2 Get abelieving ; fight of Chriffs fulneſs 188 
Que. What po hr Way I bave for bops that Chrift 
* will ſupply me ? 
Anfw. This js filly ſpoken to pag. 190, 19T 
| Another part of this heavenly trade , is tocarry on 


heavenly work. ©" > 
_ Fouy Motives Prſnading ro.if, and what they are. 
I92 19203 ©: 


Que. What is this heavenly work, that Chriſtians 
' muſt in this trade of gedlineſs 7 
Anſw. t. 4 that work ry is of 4 heayewly #4< 


'turg, matter, manner andend © . 203 

3 Allthat work, which has God for its* Author , ar 

as of Werfgip © ibid. 
I 24/1 cbat work which bath more eſpecial refpett to 
7 ſelves, as | 209 

| 1, "Heart-work. ibid. to 216 
25 Mortif cation work. 217 
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f _—_ "ris duty, bur find it not my cape: 


Dir? py Do nothing that may frengtbm 3 D434 
Fight things help 10. ſtrengthen fin © 22200 227 
Dr. 2e Go nob one in Jour own firength ag aint ſin 
121d, 

Not in the frength of your purpoſes | nor of our 
' frames, not in the ſtrength of f your avi nor in 


the firength of your graces 238 1 
Dir. 3. Ger the Union bteween J0uÞ beart and pu 
brakes 229 
There are ſeven things that help to break the bearts 
 mmnion with ſin : idid. 
Dir, . Strike at the root of fo 244 


Four hi ps towards it | .236 


Fb 4 Dir,y * 
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2 Helps rowardeit.. ibid; 
Dir.'6. Keep wp the life of grace © 441 , 5111 IA39 
3 Garg on Regov ation work.s ſome belps toward; Us 


- 240 
4 Kyep Jour Fiidences for beaven fobes xi hun 243 
3 Carry 0m Ml theſe natural, moral, and kris 
| « duties that concern others, in your bouſe , in I 
houſe of Gedy, in your Caſtings and dealings with 
men 4. :,244 
2: Another -part of. your ar heavenly work » is 40.8 
« earthly things in an heavenly ener 247 
T his lies'in three.thing s, pk Ce . 
1:74 do earthly thirgs by ewaly rule 
: With beawenly hearts: _.... 248 
3, To heavenly ends | 
Ten Rules about doing of earthly things. | 
Rule 1, Be ſure the\ mattey of .Jauy 4 ment. bo 
+£00d, that your callings and recreations be accord 
img tothe wal of God. ow . +349 
Rule 2. Set on earthly things in their proper plac 
and order 14 | 
Rule z, RKeep your earthly buſoneſ vichin the ; y 
\ pf due time -. 252 
Rule 4. Be diligent 3 in the uſe of your working time 


Rule 5. while: Jour band: ere about the world w + 
. & Fuard about your hearts ha .257 
Ru'e 6, Attend your earthly off airs with @ calm and 
quiet ſpirit ibid. 
Rule +7. Follow your dat) , but caſt your care wn 
: God i261 


\. Rule 8. I» all Jour Igbours pray for « bleſſing . 262 


Rule 9. T ee Jow | live in the world , et be dead. 
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, $othe world, 10,. Do all your work m the wiew of 
- Death, Fudg ment, and Ererhery, 2635-264 
2 Then do youu earthly work in 4 heaventy Manuers 
«when you do it with 4 beavenly heart . _ 266 
Que. How m4 1knowwhen my heart is heavenly is 
my earthly work? | 

A A I 7 warny beart 5s enlightned to fe his 
. venly thing \..  +»»26F 
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.. things * . 269 
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ihid; 
6. 4 heavenly jeati is afted and influenced by hoe 
venly motives ge 274 
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up heavenly thoughts : 274 
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Wold, end things thertof. + .5 Tour Calling. 
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enal Objets. yg Yor falls and miſcarriages, © 
I Get good. from J0u7 PnHedgece Van 
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2 Providential . .. -+ Nor) 412 5-08; 
3 Spiritual . | 2 2 - 2$7 
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Priparation before you come to them 49 
. ties At \  * 290 
- 3 Retention PL 297 
4 Obedience | ibid. 


3 Get all the good you eau from Providences, from 
ſmiling Providences, and Hay fropining , from 


4. A& taking Providence!” © © 292, 293 
p 1 Gre fk from the Wold, and the things therrof 


294 
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' 297 
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Providenee 4:4 2659 
| -M Get good from jour fall; and miſcarriages 309. 
Ob. If ſouls way ger good from vhert fins; then ab 


Hou perſoris be troubled for ſn, 07 watch againſt 


2: In two particulariz 1 They that ave deed to 
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Reaſons 310 
3 They ought not to commit fin. 1 'Tis-flaviſh 
work," 2 It bes bitter fruit.” 3 Tt han deleful wa: 
ges "312 
3 Branch of Exbore. To earthly traders who Goes 
' with breaches and diſcour agement in their earthly 

trades, counſelling them ' 
Coun. 1, To be herthy convinced of the acellency of 

the beavenly trade, which is hot hrable to ſuch di- 


appointments & 313, 314 
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"hd untereſts, I- Let- 
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aik to : 
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2 r=" an wnloyely and diſpleafung obje thou are 
;* bereby become in the eyes of God .334 
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. 339 
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